
HITCRINS BRICK HOUSE 

AL-VII-A-037 
179 w. Main Street, Frostburg 
1918 

The Hitchins Brick House is a two 

story, two bay wide, rectangular struc-

ture constructed of white enamel brick 

laid in American Connnon Bond. That 

particular type of brick is extremely 

unique to the area; it was manufactured 

in Mt. Savage by Andrew Ramsey and has 

a special chemical formula. "The Castle", 

which is the elegant place of residence 

of Mr. Ramsey in Mt. Savage, also displays 

the white enamel brick. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hitchins Brick House is located at 179 W. Main Street, 
Frostburg, Allegany County. 

The Hitchins Brick Rouse is a two story, two bay wide rec­
tangular structure. It is constructed of ceramic glazed brick laid 
in American Counnon Bond. The building is supported by a low cement 
foundation. The roof is hipped, with a soffit and frieze and is 
covered with original slate shingles. Windows in the structure are 
a combination of one over one, two over two, and four over four lights. 
An oriel window ornaments the eastern side of the building, while a 
dormer interrupts the roof line of the main facade. The main entrance 
is located on the southwestern face of the building and consists of a 
verticle panaled door with a transom and side lights. Flat structural 
arches are located above the windows. A single corbeled brick chimney 
is located in the interior of the building. A semi-enclosed frontknd 
porch covers the main entrance. The porch has a hipped roof with a 
soffit and a dentilated entablature and is supported by Roman Doric 
columns. A second enclosed porch is located at the rear of the build­
ing. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hitchins Brick House stands out as one of the most beauti• 
fully styled and structurally unique homes in Frostburg. Its walls are 
made of an attractive arrangement of white enamel brick, and is for this 
reason unique to Frostburg. 

William S. Lowe bought the property from William E. G. Hitchins 
in 1915. Lowe had the present house constructed just after World War I 
in 1918. The white enamel brick for the house was made in Mt. Savage at 
the Ramsey Refractories Company. William Ramsey, an Englishman, owned 
the brick company that specialized in the making of the white enamel brick. 
It was also used to construct the ceiling on the front of the Castle in 
Mt. Savage and the jail in that same town. The white brick was mostly 
used for interior fireplace work. Its chemical formula is not known 
today. 

Lowe was the superintendant of a textile plant in Frostburg at 
the time of construction of the house. He was transferred to Connecticut 
that same year (1918, thus never got a chance to live in the house he had 
just built.) An architect acturally designed the home; it was uncommon 
at that time for architectural consultation to take place in this county. 
~ile in Connecticut, Lowe rented his house out. 

Jabez Workman bought the home in 1920 after returning from France 
with his with his stay in the armed forces during World War I. The white 
enamel brick home has been property of the Workman family since that time. 

Interview with Mrs. Charles Carney, October 26, 1976 
Interview with Mr. Donald Workman, November 4, 1976. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 
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John Nelson, Joan Baldwin, & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale, 

DATE 

10/8/76 
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777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 



TITLE SEARCH 

Workman House 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 134, Folio 159 
grantee: Jabez B. Workman 
grantor: William S. Lowe, et. ux. 
August 9, 1920 
Consideration: $3,000.~0 

t~ L- \J l \- A -Oj 1 

Lot /fo 52 of"Hitchin's 2nd addition to Frostburg, Maryland." 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 116, Folio 173 
grantee: William S. Lowe 
grantor: William E. G. Hitchins 
March 15, 1915 
Consideration: $450.00 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 103, Folio 533 
grantee: William E. G. Hitchins 
grantor: The Borden Mining Company 
September 13, 1908 
Consideration: $3,5·)0.00 

Land West of Frostburg on North side of Road - called "Clifton" 

Allegany County Deed, Liber 
grantee: The Borden Mining 
grantor: William Borden 
May 11, 1847 
Consideration: $86,741.00 

, Folio 
Company 

Allegany 
grantee: 
grantor: 

County Deed, Liber 2, Folio 305 
William Borden 

November 
The Clifton Coal Company (William A. Talbot, Trustee) 

10, 1846 

The State of Maryland patented the said "Clifton" land to the Clifton 
Coal Company (4153 acres) on August 24, 1841 
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