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The Frostburg Historic Distric t com?rises 356 co11tributing resources 
within the city of Frostburg in AlleEany C'our.ty , ~·laryland . '.la:in Street , the 
old National Road (U . S . Route 60) runs thro~&h the town from east to west , 
forming the rain axis of the district . A co11Pct:ion of early 20th century 
cor-~rc:ial bujldjn~s , priMarily of brick corstruction , two or three stor:ies 
tall , showing the influence of the Cor.i7.e-rcial/Functiona l style , lines ~·~ain 
Street at the center of the district . Broad~ay and ~ater Streets , areas of 
mi~ed corr~ercial and residential use , extend to the south from Yain Street ' s 
commercial core . \\'est of the commercial area , \·:est Hain Street is characterized 
by houses , generally of a high level of architectural elaboration , reflecting 
the influence of mid-to-late 19th and early !:wentieth century sLyles including 
Italianate, Second Empire , Queen Anne , and Colonial Revival . Frost Avenue , 
which parallels l.:est }~ain Street three blocks to jts south , is also characteriz.ed 
by relatively high-style late nineteenth and early t\,•entieth century d\,ellings , 
as is Beall 1 s Lane, ~hich extends norlh from West Main Street near the western 
t-nd of the District . 1\orth of the central cor.merdal core , the 1·7ater Street 
and De:pot Street area reflect the initial development of the to\•n through 
several rrid-nineteenth century "ernacular houses of log or heavy ti-ber 
construction , l~ or 2 stories tall , with 3-bay , S)m:netrical facades . Later 
nineteenth and early twentieth century infill housing - popular-level inter
pretations of prevailing architectural fashions - completes the streetscapes 
in these areas . Depot Street a l so contains se~eral reminders of Frostburg 1 s 
importance as a center of t ransportation and industry in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century , including a ca . 186 7 iron foundry , 1880s Queen Anne 
rail road depot , and mid-nineteenth century railroad tunnel. I:ast Hain Street , 
east of the co;mnercial core, boasts several of Frostburg ' s earliest residences , 
e):emplifying Greek Revival characterist:ics and the Greek Revival/Italianate 
transition . Further east , East Main Street takes on the character of a late 
nineteenth-early tw.::nt) eth century residential neighborhood composed of 
\•ernacular " I-houses " and ch.:ellings showin& the influence of the Queen Anne , 
Bungalow, and "Foursquare" trc;nds of the turn of the t\·~entieth ce:rtury . Several 
Gothic-influenced church bujldings , dating from the last third of the nineteenth 
through the turn of the t\·:entieth , also contribute to the character of the 
district . The district is highly cohesive \·:i th relath·ely few intrusions ; 
alterations to buildings \dthin the district are generally minor e:nd reve:rsible . 
Of 381 total buildings within t h e boundary,356, or 88% contribute to the significarce 
GE:~ERAL DESCRIPTION of the cisLTict . 

The Frostburg Historic District comprises approximately 350 buildings 
,,,.ithin the city of Frostburg , an urban area \,'hich deYeloped along the old 
1-:at.ional Road ( U. S . Route 40) in the n·ountainous reg) on of Allegany County , 
Nary land , e:ppro>:irately ele·ven miles west of the county seat of Cur::berland . 
The l\ational Road (Hain Street) runs east-"°est through the district . 

SEE co~\Tl?\CATIO!\ SHEET f:] 
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The geographic ce~t~r of the Frostbur5 Historic Dis· rict, as ~ell as the 
economic and social center of the town, is a core of brick co, ~ercial buildings 
lining }~in Street bec~een ~ater Street and Depot Street and extending south 
of Mai~ Street for about one block along ~atLr and Broadwa) Streets . The 
oajority of the buildings in the cow:-:ercial an~.;i •..:ere construct~d to replace 
structures destroyed in a devastating fire in 1917 . These early twentieth 
century commercial buildings are unified by their brick construction , two or 
three story height, and press~d-rnctal cornice detailing . The influe11ce of the 
Commercial/Functional style is evident in their horizontal ranks of wini.;. .. :s 
spanning each upper story , tied together by continuous bands of stone , concrete , 
or brick at sill and lintel. Alterations to these buildings are primarily 
confined to the ground story , and generally consist of mid-t~entieth century 
plate-glass storefronts . 

Survivors of the 1917 tire include the Lyric Building , a t~ree-story, 
five-bay brick structure ~ith two-story , two-bay wings on either side , 
segmental window h(~ds , and brack~ted cornices ; built in 1876 , it is prohably 
the earliest CO" r~ial buildi~5 remaining in the bu~ine~s area . The Gunter 
Hotel is a 3~ story masonry bullding constructed in 1897 ; its overscaled 
features , multiple hipped don.11~ rs , and second- and t:h i rd-story balconies make 
it a landrn•rk on Nain Street. 

Adjacent to the Lyric Building on the east is a complex of Gothic-influenced 
brick structures co~pr1s1ng Saint Michael ' s Church , rectory , school , and convent , 
all constructed between ca . 1870 and the turn of the twentieth century . 

East of Nain Street ' s primary bu~iness di5trict is a significant concen
tration of smaller commercial buildin0 s , two or three st ries h~gh with shed 
roofs or gabled facades . Like the lar5 er buildings to their wetit , these 
structures are predominantly of brick construction , but some frame buildings 
occur as well . Although ~.ny of their storefronts have been altEred , and 
artificial siding has been applied in some cases, these buildings nevertheless 
retain intagrity of for~ and scale as ~ell as considerable decorative detailing 
at the upp~r stories and cornice level . The store locat ed at 109-111 Ezsc ~~in 
Street retains an unalterec, early t~~nLieth century storefront as ~ell as a 
pris~ine interior with a marble soda fountain and gold~n oak display cabinets 
and backbar . 

So~e of the smaller co~~ercial buildings employ locally-prcducec glazed 
brick on their facades; exa~ples include 74 and 113 Ease ~Ain Street . 

SEE CO~TI~UATIO~ SHEET #2 
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The area of the district north of !-~ain Street contains se\'eral \trnacular 
d~e11ings ~hich ie~lect the first phases of Frostburg ' s 1E\~l~r ent . Si ~ple 

l~ or 2-story , 3 bay hou~es of log or frarae construction , such ~s the one 
adjacent to ~46 D pot Street on the E~sc , typify mid- ·nLteL,th century 
vernacular dwellings i n rural ~aryl2nd . An unusual early house stands at the 
intersect ion of D~pot and \·:a ter St re.:: ts ; its t,'ib] e-roof Pn l~ story fo1·m is 
elaborated by a pair of floor-to-ceiling 3/15 ~ind~ws in the gable end , and 
label moldings over its ~indow openings . A three-li&ht transom and narrow 
sidelights frame the entrance . 

Other -id-nineternth century houses in the area :nc]ude the three-bay 
brjck house , two stories O\'er a high basPro ent , ~hith ~tands on the south side 
of Dtpot St · eet oppo~ite the inte1section of TE>f.)sJath·e Road ; H rep11tedly 
functicned as a l.otel for the Cunb~rland c:ond Pennsylvania R;:iilrc .,d, \,·hose 
ca . 1880 Qu~~n Anne depot is located diagonally across the tracks to the 
northeast . Bt?yond the depot , furtht-r north ... ast , a three-bay , gablc-fl'onted 
house with deep bracketed Cd\~s &nd crcsse· ed second-floor ~indow surrou~ds 
adjo~ns th .. for. "'r Thor:-.,s H. Paul and Sons 1ron \,'orks foundry . Both the 
foundry and the adjoining residence date to ca . 1867 . 

Later nineteenth century resources in this area include #26 Depot Street 
and its neighbor to the south; both are frame houses with complex ~assing 
re~lecting Queen /1ne influ~nce . A group of Queen Anne hocses overlooks 
the CL:nherland and Pt:nnsylvania De.pot from Mt. Plc sant Terrace to the east . 
Xore nndest late nineteenth and early t~entieth century houses , showing . 
varying degrees of alter~tion , line Uhl, ~elsh, and h~·er Streets , vhich 
i:~:tcnd north from First All~>' (!laralleling l':ain Street) into this .ana . An 
early t~entieth century frame rehearsal hall used by the Arion Band is located 
on the east side of Uhl Street ; it is a one-story , gable-fronted building ~·ith 
a bracketed hood O\'er its c entral Entrance . 

The fine Queen Anne railroad depot nentioned pre\iously , of frame con
struction ~irh a slate-clad hi?ped roof ~ith broad o~crh~ngs supported ~n 
stick-style brackets, is located on the north side of Depot Street , adjacent 
to the Cu~berland and P~nnsylwrnia railroad tracks \..'hich run south\a~sterly 
through an arched stone tunnel co~structed under Xain Street in 1857 . 

Also located in this area is the ~iners' Hospital . A Colonial-Revival 
building d.:signed by architects Hol:o.boe and Lafferty and constructed in 1913, 
the hospital stands two stories high over a basemtnt , by thirteen bays ~ide . 

A t~o-story portico is centered on the facade . The building is constructed of r r.::d brick elaborated by quoins, pilasters , horizontal ba--ids, lintels , and 
cornice picked out in locally-produced ~~ite glazLd brick . Fishscale s hingles 
clad the gabJes . 

SEE CONTil\'UATJOl\ SHEET f.i3 
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\\?:-;t ''.ain St I eet west of \·:at e r Street, and Frost A\'enue b t\.e •n Pine St1 let 
and Broad~ay, have the most consistently high-style r~sid~ntial buildings in 
the district. Bec~use of its earlier de\'elopcent, West ~ain Street possE~ses 
several buildincs of earlier date than these ,,·h:ich occur on Frost ,~...,t 11ue , 
\,h:!ch \,"as primarily developed after 1871 . The houses on t·:'est l'~ain Street 
(and on Beall's lane which e~tends north from ~est ~1in Street) inclJde 
representati"e exanples of each succeeding fashion in architecture from the 
mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth . 

:\umber 53 \,'est Main Street is a t:wo-story fi\.e-hay frame house ,,•hich 
exhibits Jtali nate influence in its shallo~ hi,ped lOOf cro~ned with a low 
cupola . Four brick chi 'leys \,•ith pairc4 d terra cotta i~hir.iney pots rise from 
the perimeter of t:he roof . ~heltered under a broad porch with fluted columns , 
tal 1 b./4 ,,•in<lO'-'S flank the central entrance, '-'hich he:s a dJanond-µane transom . 

Other notable buildings incl1 de 68 and 73 \-:st Nain Street, '-"hose symn:ettfral 
facades and broad cross ;;blc.s \.ith dei?p brac;..et<!d co1·nices T,e:snifest Italianate 
influence; #73 is of additional interest for its Colonial Re~ival detailing 
which reflects a turn of the t\,·entieth century lfno\'ation . Nuber 43 \·:est 
}~in Street is a mid-nineteenth century brick house which also displays 
Colonial Revival alterations in its gatbrel roof and darners, diarncid-pane 
\d ndO\>S, eontr'lnce with leaded be"eled-glass transom and sidelights surrounding 
a paneled Dutch door , and broad porch supported by fluted colu• ns \.ith volute 
capitals . 

The !:elson Beall house at 49 \-:est ?'lain Street is a ~econc-Err.pire influenced 
brick building ~ith a ~a sard roof . Fine c-afts~anship is e\ident in the 
na1·row mortar joints of its principal (south) and east facades, laid in common 
bond, as well as in the carp£ntry of the broad porch, ~hose cha~:er~d posts 
are tied together by arched spandrels. Thrce-!;ided bays project from the 
first story of both the fornt-facing ell and the east tnd . A cast-iron ftnce 
enhances the integrity of this property . 

The Hitchens house at 66 ~est Main Street is a ca . 1890 Victorian Gothic 
structure . A steeply pitched gable roof ~ith a sli&ht kick at the caves and 
narrow vergeboards with scroll-cut ends emphasizes the t~o-story building's 
~all, vertical proportions. A front-facing, tabled ell has triple 1/1 sash on 
both stories . All windo~s are tall and ne:srro~ and have colored-glass transons. 

r 
Tne Queen Anne fashion is r ,ffesented by 55 \·:est l·:.ain Street, a fjne frame 

example \,•hose sJate-cJad hip-roofed main block is enUvened by a round corner 
to~er, a three-sided oriel p1cjc:c ing from the front facade, and ~ultiple 
pedine~ted dorners. D uble outer doors ..... :-h oval beveled glass lead into an 
oak-paneled vestibule . The inner door is glso of oak, ~ith an elaborace 
colore:c-£lass panel. Other Queen Anne-influe::ice:d buildings on \~est !·ii;in Street 
include 175 and fr79; #92 is an unusual example with a tall gafubrel roof. 

SEE co::TJ!\UATlOl\ SHEET f:4 
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An excellLnt e·anple of the Colonial R~vival is the frame house at 39 ~est 
Eain Str~et , ~hich has an i~posing t~o-story pedimented portico across its 
facade . Adjacent to this building on the east is the Frostbur& Pest Office , 
a fine Georgian Revival brick building ~r~cted in 1910 to the ~Lsign of 
architect Ja:nes Knox Taylor . 

~est Main Street also boasts two late nineteenth century , Gothic influenced 
churches, and numerous dwellings reflecting Vernacular interpretations of late 
nineteenth and early t .... ·entieth century architectural styles . The area as a 
whole retains a remarkable degree of integrity , and exhibits very few intrusions . 
Houses are set back from the street in yards of varying sizes ; side~alks are 
mostly of brick and lined with mature traes . Se\~ral properties retain cast
iron or ....-rou6 ht-iron fences ::.nd gates . \,'llile the 1and use in this area is 
over~helmingly residential , the tile-roofed , early tw~nti~th century brick 
garage at the wLste1n edge of the district a~es a r~sitive contribution to 
the screetscape , as it is consistent in period , scale , and mat~tials 
with the nearby hc~ses . 

The Beall ' s Lane area of the District is a reside:ntial neighborhood 
comprised of frame houses dating primarily from the mid-nineteenth through early 
twentieth c~ntury . Number 6 Standish Street , a two story frame house on a 
stone base~ent , five bays wide by two bays deep , reflects Italianate trends of 
the r: id-nineteenth ce11tury in its symmetrical r.assing , deep cornice and 
vertical proportions . Several buildings in the neighborhood exemplify the 
Q\1e(;n Anne style , such as 31 Beall 's Lane , an elaborate cor.rpos:ition with a 
unique two-tiered porch , and the group of four nearly identical houses on the 
<?ast end of Tarn Terrace, i..·hich ''cre rc-putedly constructed t the turn 
of the 1\•t!ntieth century by the Corsolidation Coal Cor.pany . Other early 
twentieth century resources in the area include a fine bunga·ow at 40 Scall ' s 
Lane, and the brown brick, Tudor influenced house at the end of the lane , 
designed by 1ocal architect R. Holt Hitchins . 

Development of Frost A\enue mainly occurred subsequent to the additjon of 
the area to the city in 1871; the houses which line the •n~nue reflect this 
pe1iod, and are ~redom1nantly Queen Anne in character , with nultiple Gables and 
projecting bays , fishscale shingles and broad porches ~ith turned and scroll
sawn details . ~o~able exa~~les include 030 and ~38 Frost Avenue . Later 
buildings shoi..· the i nfl ueJ;°"c~ of early t"ent i eth century styles , including the 
Colonial Revival , represented by ~36 , a large gambrel-roofed frame building 
\dth dentilled cornices over its v~indO\..'S , supported on consoles , !i64 , cubical 
in form wjch a vraparound porch and pedlmen · ed dor-. rs, and '78, a g--~rel-
rooi"eC: house \.."i th c;n o"l.·ersca 1 ed t.,,,•c-story porti ""0 . · n oi.~standing early 
t"en:ieth century r~source is : 91 frost: ;,\•e:rne, an eclectic structure of yelloi..· 
brick with an overall Kission Style/Tudor Revival feeling, ~t~ributed co 
architect R. Holt Hitchins . 

SEE co:;Trnl!ATJO:\ SEEET i'5 
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The oldest building in tte Frost Avenue area is the Frost ~ansion , a ca . 1866 
c1assical-inf1uenced brick structure v.:ith a l<ite ninC!U•enth c,1 tui:y • -:.n"'ard roof , 
located \dthin the grounds ,;hich occupy a]T.1c.st the entire block of frost A\'2nue 
bet~een Locust and Chestnut Streets ; it vas built for Meschdch Frost , founder of 
the to.,.·n . 

The buildings on Frost AvLnue are set back from the street on spacious , shaded 
lots . lntr~sions and incompatible alterations are negligible . 

Water Street and Broadway link Frost Avenue to Main Street , spanning a 
djstance of three blocks . The two blocks closes~ to Vain Street are primarily 
conunercial in c..haracter , !'orr:-ing an ext.:>nsion of the l! in Street business center . 
Buildings in this area share the characteristics of nasonry construct ion, L~o or 
three story height , end early tw~nti~th century period Rnd style with their neighbors 
on ~ain Street . ~otcb1e 'v.i'hin tl1is area is ~37 Broadway , an eclectic t~o-story 
corner bui) ding constructed of rock-faced concr.~ t e block '-'it h Colonial Re\'i val 
dttailing in its dentilled storefrcnt , 9/1 and 12/2 "'indc~s , ~nd broad keystoned 
arch over the recessed side entrance . Tuo thtC'c sidtcd oriels project from the side 

r" eh:vation . The brick cor.1ne1·cial building at 20-22-24 Broad .... ·ay has a presse::d-~etal 
cornice bove its storefrt nts , S~'\en eYenly spaced 1/ 1 \d"ld ·'v.S in segme:ntal arched 
openings across the second story , and an elaborate bracketed pressed roeta l building 
cornice with a garlanded frirze . An early t~entieth century garage , one stc..ry ~igh 
~ith a pa"leled brick cornice and tiled pent roof ov~r the ent1ance , is located on 
Water Street at the corner of ~est Mechanic Street , diagonally opposite an automobile 
showroom of the same period . 

Located just south of >:ain St:reet , {126 Broad.,.ay is a \·:ell-presen·ed example of 
a T"id-nj net eenth century house type uncorimon :in rural ~·!aryl and , which shows 
classical influence in its "t ei:lple " form; the r.1ain t'-'·o-story , thr-ee-bay block of 
the building is corrinate::c by a pedir.H::r.ted gable \dth a deep l-racl:eted cor ice ; an 
earlier l~ story , t~o-bay gable-fronted section is attached alongside , its facade 
set back slightly from the plane of the larger section . The entrance , of double 
doors t. rramed in a lla::sc. .. ·ed Ciass:ical surround is located :in the right-hand bay 
of the ~aio blcck . Fi~st-f]oor ~in'c~s of the c~'n _ecrion are !rEnch ~indows 
-with transoms and crcssetted surrounds . (Another t<::rr.ple-form house is located at 
177-179 East ~ain Street . ) 

A concentration of late nineteenth century and early t~~nt:ieth century 
d1..·ellings characterizes t·:at er Street and Broa<h~ay south of the commercial area . 
Several of these retain considerable integrity, and are included within the district, 
such as the two mid-nineteenth c~ntury brick houses on the ~est side of ~ater 
Street bet\;een Or.;;an Str£;et anc Fr-.st A\'enue. These are s-.all t\,'O-story d"ellings , -
three bays wide and one room deep with an ell to the rear . Also located in this 
area is the F.c.mill ·:.. nsion at 69 P1cac· .. • y, a ca . 1853 Jtalianate.-influenced building 

r' .,.·ith early-n.:entleth-century brick Yeneer ; this "'·as the hor.ie of the daughtt:r of 
Frostburg ' s founder and her husband, a s~perintendent of the Frost Coal Xines . 

SEE co:•TI!\U/,,TJO~ SHEET i'6 
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St . John ' s Episcopal Church , a Gotl1ic-jnfluenred stone building constructed 
in 1890, is located at 52 Broad~ay ; an earlier fr~me building, formerly a 
pri\'ate school , '~as mO"\t>d to the rear ''hen the pr..:sent church ,.-as erected . 
Other buildin&s in this ~rea ~~e relatively ~f(St vernacular structurLS from 
the late nineteenth and early t~entieth century . An increasing proportion 
of incompatible alterations defines the hou~dary of the district here . 

E'lst of the comme1·cia l district , bet1.-:een Center Street and the Distric t 
boundary at Slce-~n Street, East Main Street is linEd with houses . Occasional 
Siliall-scale co1~trcial tnterprises occur in this area , particularly on the 
south side of East ~-'.ain Street b· t\\·een C· nter and Bo;.·ery Streets and bet\,·een 
Lee and Xe . Vernon St1Lets , but the predoruinant character of this area is that 
of a residential neighborhood of the late nineteenth- Cdrly twentieth-century . 
!'.any of the buildings in this area conform to the Ycrnacular house tyfle that 
characterizes rural 1''.aryland throughout the n.inetei:nth c1:.ntury and t..·ell into 
the t\,•entieth : the " I house , 11 two stor:ies high, three or five bays \•dde , one 
room dLep , and generally of frame construction . Thei r traditional form is 
sometime elaborated by tall Victorian windo~s or scroll-sawn ornament . Several 
of these houses adorn the hilltop o n the north side of East ?-:ain Street bet\•een 
Gran t and Cemetery Streets ; #214 East Main is a little-altered, typical example . 

\"hile it is primarily characterized by late nineteenth-early tt..·entieth 
century vernacular houses , the residential area of East l'~in Street boasts 
several notable buildings of higher style and ~arlier date . The Elks Home at 
126 East !-lain Street is a .!;_ab] e-fronted , Classiral in fl uence-d brick structure 
reputedly dating to ca . 1820 and, as S\lch , the earlies t house standing in 
Frostburg . Another fine ec.rly building is 171 Fast :-;ain Street: , a 2~ story , 
three-bay brick building ~hose entrance surro,1nd and attic story reflect the 
Greek Revival . The Hocking House at 14~ East Main Street is a finely propor
tio~ed transiticnal Greek Revival-Ital:~nace buildin£ of brick, 2~ storj s 
tall with a lo"· hip roof anc a \.:ide , three bay syrrJDetrical facade . E).tre:-:ely 
tall paired 4/6 window flank the entrance . A shallot..· cross gable ruarks the 
central bay of the front facade ; the projecting box cornice is supported by 
decorative brackets . The Hocking House is listed individually in the ;\ational 
Register . The brick house ac 156 East !·iain Street is so-e"·hat similar in 
forrr and decoration to the Hocking House . Tall ~/6 windows flank its transomed 
central entrance; on the second story , 4/4 windo~s occupy each of the building's 
three bays , and the central bay is errphPsized by expressed brick pilasters 
rising to a small cross-gable which interrupts the brack~ted cornice . 

SEE co:\Tl!.:UATION SHEET /'7 
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5'~:\LR;h.L __ DESCR_l PT_l_O~ (Cc n ti m:ed) 

Farther east along f,st ~ain Stteet, h~Lween C1ant Street and the distrirt 
boundary, a collection of closely-s;:>acf>d hot:ses shc_,\,S the influt::nce of various 
archilt>Ctural styles of the late ninete.enth and early t\,·entieth ct<ntury . 
Vern cular interpretations of the Queen Anne style are ex~ plified by 270 and 
275 Fast Main Street , which feature multiple gable forms and th1~e-sided bays . 

An excellent frame bungalow, expressing the dist~nctive characteristics of 
its type in the stylized plate and ridge members \,h:icb pl'otrude from its 
shallo"·-pilched Or:iental gables , is located at 278 East '-'ain St rcet; a stuccoed 
example is ~273, which features deep roof O\~rhanbs and exposed rafter e~ds . 
Another bungalow, with rough red brick at the first story and stucco above , is 
#263; next door at #265, built of the same rough r~d b1 ick, is a typical 
e'.'\aLple of the neoration:"!listic or Foursquare house f.:>pular in the fi1st thitd 
of the twenlieth c~ntury , taking the form of a t~c-story cube with a tipped 
roof . Both 263 and 265 have unusual entrances refl~cting Hissiun inf]ui;:nce 
in their transom and sid<>lights framed in vanlished oak . 

Beyond Sleer~n Street, an increasing int~nsity of wid to late t~~ntiech 
century commercial development defines the eastern edge of the District . 

BOU!\DARY JUSTIFlCA'flON 

The bo\ndarics of the Frostburg Historic District encompass the highest 
concentration of significant resources ~·hich meet l~ational Rerister criteria 
and retain integrity of form, materials, construction, feeling, and association . 
Excluded from the District are areas ctaracterized by high concen~1ations of 
recent construction and infills, such as the areas north~est of ~~st Main 
Street and north of East Main Street , and the mid-to-late twentieth century 
COT ?T:erc ial de\'elor -:nen t east of Sl e· n Sen.et . Also eYcJuded from the district 
&re areas whose integrity has been . c -rorised by an o~e~~elming degree of 
inco-patible alterations and infills, such as Orman Street northwest of ~ater 
Street, and the area southwest of Frost Avenue ~nd southeast of Water Street 
and " st !-lain Street . 
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The Frostburg Historic District is significant for its cohesive collection of 
mid-to late-19th and early-20th century dor:est:ic, co;;.ine1cial , and industrial 
huiJdi· gs \ hich collectively reflect the town ' s deveiopt•ent and i nportance as the 
center of the George ' s CrEek coal ~ining region . A wide variety of resources 
contribute to the District , exemplifying the r.iany phases and .. spects of Frostburg ' s 
gro.._.th and pro1dnence : ?.mong these are r·id-19th ci:>ntury ve1n;:~cular dwellings 
ref)ectinG the &rea ' s initial de,elopraent ; elaborate It~lifrate ~nd Victorian 
resjdences indicative of Frostburg ' s increasing prosperity , brou~ht about by the 
expansion of the coal, iron and transpo1lation industries in the latter half of 
the nineteenth century; and ~arly twentieth century co ercial buildi 0 s hich 
attest to the town ' s continuing i~portance as a tr~d~ng center for the Ceorge ' s 
Creek region . Houses ~ithin the distr:ict represent the succession of architPct~1al 
fashhns from the mid ninete>enth tl rough c;c.rly '-H.:nt]elh centuries , a d tht>ir 
varying levels of elaborc.1ion reflect the econoric pluralism which characterizPd 
the town throughout the pe1·iod . The di st r:i ct derhes add it :i onal si gni. f icance 
from :its association ~ith the dEvelopment of the coal industry in ~estern 
!·1aryland ; this industry ... :as fi1st established in the George ' s Creek valley in 
the 1830s and , despite co~sidrrable decline from the boom levels of the turn 
of the t\,1 entieth century , continues to figure prominently in the economy of 
the Western Mar)land region . 

H1STORY A~D SLPPORT 

Frostburg ' s development stems from the Frost family , early land o~ners and 
settlers in the area . According to standard secondary sources, sometime after 179~, 
Josiah Frost , Sr . c.cquired the land in .. nd around Frostburg from the estate of 
Robert Clarke, Sr . , an early settler in the' 'cinity . (Clarke ' s land ~as b~qucathed 
to his caubhter and son, ''c.ry and Robert, at his d~ath in 1794 . ~:ary Clarke and 
her husband , George YcCulloh, settled on a portion of the land within the present 
boundaries of Frostbt.rg in c. 1806 . 'I'wo parcels of the Clarke estate ;.;ere sold to 
a John Co rton, Jr. ~ho in turn sold it in 1809 to Jos:iah Frost, Sr., a settler 
in che Mt . Savage vicinity . ) This land ~as subsequently inher:ited by Frost ' s 
sons, ~eshich, lsaiah a-c.Jcs~8h, Jr ., in 1519. 1 

Pri,.,ary docur:.ents sut;gest that Frost acquired the land by soIT.'ev:hat different 
r.ec.ns: the schedule of rrilitc ry lots in the :-:aryland Hall of Records at Annapolis 
shm:s that 'Militc.ry Lot ;:3629, \.."hich lay in the path of the National Road and 
includec the site of the p1 Le::. '1t to"n, together v:ith the adjacent t1ilitary Lot 
u3628, ~are patented to Jos~ah Frost , Sr . , as original o~ner in 1810 . 2 

SEE CO~\Tl!\liATIOI\ SHEET {:B 
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Hl STORY A~D Sli1'PQR1: (Contl nued) 

As the first ettler, ~eshach is credit~d for founding the tc~n in 1812, 
then knO'-ll as Mt. Pleasant . The house he and his ,,ife, Catherine, occuf:i?d, 
~as located on the present site of St . ~ichael ' s Catholic Church Rectory (44 [ast 
Main Street) . The to~n ~as laid out and lots w?re offered for sale ; ho~~ver, 
the first Jot ~as not sold until 1817 . 3 

Jn 1820, the name Frostburg was gi,·en to the town , with the establishmc:nt 
of a U. S . Post Office .4 

Josiah Frost, Sr . ' s cecis:ion to acquire land in Frostburg and lay out a 
to~n ~as linked to the fact that he knew of the planned construction of the 
~ational Road (present Route 40) . He calculated correctly that a successful 
business could be T"'ade from its traffic . TaYl.'rns such as ~; .... shach Frost ' s 
Highland Hall, the McCulloh House (fcr~erly located on the south~est corner 
of :·iain ar7d Center Streets), dnd '-'r . Beall ' s Franklin House (forne-rly locflted 
at 1 East ~:ain St rcet) . all became rc.pular stopping places for stabes and other 
travelPrs on the ~ational Road . This led to the initial grovth of the town of 
Frostburg . 

The real impetus LO Frostburg's growth, coal mining, came later . The 
first coal mined in the area was on what \,·as kno"'l1 as tre "Sheetz Farm" , just 
one and one-half miles east of the town . 5 The Frost family bet.an mining as 
early as 1813 . By 1820 Frostburg coal was sent east as far as Georgeto~n, D. C. 
1t was hauled by "'agon to Cumberland and then transported on keel boats down 
the Potomac River . 6 There were a number of mining companies in George ' s Creek , 
the first being Varyland Mining Company located in nearby Eckhart, incorporated 
in 1828 . Mining, however, did not really begin to grow in the regi0n until 
after 1835 . In 1865 , the Frost family applied to the ~aryland legislature to 
incorporate the Frostburg Coal Co~pany . 7 

A f~w years prior to this, in 1842, the Baltirore and Otio Railroad was 
completed to Cumberland, follo••ed in 1853 v:ith the cc.,mpletion of the Chesaj>eake 
and Oh1o Canal. Both provided easier and faster coal transport . lt •:as a 
symbj ot ic relationship : the transport systt!InS and coal industry cepenced on 
each other for growth . Shortly after the establishrent of the Frastbur& Mining 
Company, nu~erous other coal conpanies opened up in the Frostburg area. 

The r:- st prominel'l,.t coal cot:;>.ny in the Gt?orge's Creek reg)on, Consolidat:ior: 
Coal Co~pany, v:as orfanized in 1864 . By 1871, through its central over the 
local railroads (tht.y en:ntually came to ov:n all stock in the Cumberland and 
Pennsylvania Railroad),&nd through the buying up of nucerous srnaller coal 
companies, Consolidation Coal Cokpany dominated the coal ind~stry :n George's 
Creek . By 1900, they hc-d an office, as a:d nony other coal cor.:par.:ies. in 
Frostburg. 3ecause Consolidation Coal co~?any ~as the largest Ca$:ern biturr!
nous coal cor.;.any in the united States , and due to the tc,,.n ' s ce~tra]jzed 
location , Frostburg became the center of the coal industry in the George ' s 
Creek Region . 

SEE CO:\T n;u.; Tl o:; SH EET i'9 
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Coal producth•n incre:as.:d .ind the cit:y saw its most rrosµt:rous )ears 
bet~een 1880-1920 .8 Frostburg had all the es entials for growth ; cheap fuel, 
plentiful water . &ood transportation facilities, low taxes , and plenty of cheap 
building land . 9 Periodic labor disputes dis1 ptcd the steady gro~th of the 
coal industry . Host important to the gro"·th of the coal industry ,.·as the 
cotpletion of the c~ berland and Pernsylvania Railroad S)Stem by 1863 "ith 
freight sc:rvice linking the town to major cities . In addition , the Cunberland 
and t·:esternport el eel ric rai l\\ay which ran through Frostburg provided eosy 
transport between towns in the George ' s Creek area, both transporting ~iners 
to and from the --·nes and adding to the social and conu.1ercial opportunities 
of the people in the area . 

The )ncr<>ase in coal production a1·ound the tlll"n of the cl?ntury brought 
n:any i -1b~;..nts to the Frostburg arc:a to \;ork in t.he mjnes . These nc\,'Comers , 
mostly Scots , Trish, En£lish, \\elsh, and Ge1r..ans, 11ade up a bOOd pc-rcentage of 
the gro"ing popul;aion of Frostburg . Th:is ,,;as due to the fact that the Scots, 
English , <snd l·:elsh, alreotdy ski11ed in l"'in:ing, \.."ere encou1agcc, nd even 
imported to work :in the ~aryl&nd mines . 

1900-1910 wt:re especially good, ste~dy years for the coal industry in the 
area , peaking in 1907 . 10 ""''ever , ,,fter 1920, the last truly prosperous year , 
there ...-as a steady decUne . 11 Due to COr.ipetition with cheaper coals else:where 
and continuous labor disputes, the coal industry declined considerably . 
Although mining continued in some areas of Western M~ryland, its pl~k )~ars in 
the George ' s Creek region were over . 

ln addition to coal there \•:ere other inclllst des in Fi-c•stburg, · ncl uding 
brickmaking (Savage Nt . Firebrick Works , on Bo~ery Street), iron works (Thonas 
H. Paul & Sons Ironworks on Depot Street) , and lumber (A . J. \~illison ' s Steam 
PJ aning Hill & Sash Factory 'orn dly on Bo"'ery St t eet) . Sa\•age ?·~o ·J ta in 
Firebricks l\orks \.:as started in 1865 by its o"'ner, L. ~ . Gorsuch . :-·r. Gorsuch 
employed approximately 60 men and b~ys producing t~n ~housand bric~s per day 
from the clay banks on Sa\·age Nountain . 12 Thonas H. Paul & Sons Irom,·orks 'v7as 
established i~ 1855 and \as ~ri inally located on BrcadKay Street (o~ the site 
of the present Presbyterian Chu1ch) . lt ~as at this site that Paul's built, in 
1864, the first: narro\..· gauge locon-.tive in the cour.try . 13 Th~:relocated near 
the depot in 1867 ~here a foundry, residence and outbuildings ~ere constructed . 
In addition, Paul ' s built the inclined plane r.;achjnery and a mm.bt:r of si::all 
gauge engines for the ~ines in the region . 14 A. J. ~illison's Steam Planing 
Mill and Sash Factory ~as one of the oldest industries in Frostburg. Willison ' s 
sashes, doors, shutt~rs , mouldings, brdckets and flooring addec fine archi
tectural finishes to -any houses in Frostburg . 15 

SEE CO~TINUATJOX SHEET ~10 
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Due to Frcstburg ' s centrali zed loc eti~n it b~ca~e the c~nter of trade in 
George ' s Creek . Xany dep&rtrnent, grocery, ~nd dry goods stores, saloons , end 
theaters ~ere constructed in to~n . The C11herland Dailv ~e~s said of Frostburg 
in 1908, "so complete is the airay on -e:xhibition c;nd sale along the line of 
~ain Street that the city draws a large trade from the to~ns and villages in 
the George ' s Creek legion ." 

Frostburg ~as not an average coal m1n1ng town; it ~as better developed, 
~ealthier and cl~aner than most coal mining towns . This was due to the fact 
that the miners in Frostburg did not migrate to seasonal jobs . They ~ere 
settled TilLI bers of the COITI'!ilunily ; skilled in their trade and establishPd for 
~~ny years in town . Fu1thermore , the Frostburg miners ~ere not plagued with 
the threats of a company o~ned l0~n as cost ocher mining towns ~ere . ~ · ,ers 
could buy their o~n l~nd and build their o~n houses . 

In the late ninetE~ntb century , ~rcstburg was also c onsidered a resort 
H.,m, at 2,'.WO fc:-et hove sea l~vel . City promoters bo;istPd splendid mountain 
\iews and healthy air . The Gla~stone Hotel (presently the Gunter Hotel , 9-15 
\\~st Nain Street) , opened in 1897, is a surviving e>;ample of the many hotels 
and rooming houses ~hich served business travelers and tourists of the period . 

Footnotes 

1
Froscburg Mining Journal , February 13 , 1915 ; (quoted in Thomas and Willitns, 
Hist~ D' of _j\l l_.e_ga n_,:. _Coun !-~. !':a ryl a_nE_ , Ba 1 Li 1 ~ore : Re gi ona 1 Pu bl :is hi ng Co. , 
1969, p . 517) 

2Personal cor..;;iunication, Hrs . Et:!tty Van t\e~·kirk , researcher, 1983 . 

3Thornas and ~illiams, p . 519 

b 
lbid . 

5Thonas Scharf, History of \,"2stern ~ ·:aryland, \'ol . 1 I, Philadelphia : 
Louis Everts, 1882 . 

SEE CONTINt:ATlOK SHEET f: 11 
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1896, p . 22 . 
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AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
Main nr. Broadway fc. SE 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL- VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegan) Co. , MD 
Ca !:herir.a Crawford 6/8 l 
E Xain nr.BroadW'ay St . fc. SE 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine CraYlford 7/81 
6-8-10 E Main, SW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 

J 





~ Al-\TII-A-043 
frcst~urg H1stor1c D!~trict 
Al 1 egany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
~7-31 E Main, NE elev. 





' - Al.·-\"! I-.h-043 
?r()-thurg Historic ~:::tric t 

Allegany Co •• MD 
Cetrer:ne Crawford 7/Sl 
60 f. "'1.311'\ '7f., SW e 1 E:V. 





AL-VII- A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
76 E Main St. , SE elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VI I-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
111 E Main, NE elev. 

Negative on f1 le at l-ffiT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Histor!c Dtstrict 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
113 E Main, ~E elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





Alr cVI I - A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co ., MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
E Main nr . Uhl St. fc. NW 

Negative on file at MRT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
E. ~a!n nr. Depot St. fc. SE 

Negative on file at MHT 

·~ 





AL - VII- A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Al leg any Co. , MD 
Cathec!ne Crawford 6/81 
E Ma!n nr. Depot St. fc. NW 

Negative on file at MHT 

, f 





AL-VII- A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
E Main nr. Center St. fc . SE 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL- VIL- A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co . , MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
E Main nr . Bowery St fc . SE 

Negative on file at MHT 

11 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
E Main or. Grant St. fc. SE 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII- A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
181 E Main, NW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 



----~---- ---~-- ~ 
-



,,• AL-VI I-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
A 1 legany Co •• MD 
Catlter!ne Crawford 7 /8 1 
183 E Main, NE elev. 

1£ 





AL- VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
198 E. Main, SW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 

17 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 • 
E Ma!n nr. Cemetary Rd. fc. SE 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
275 E Main, NW elev. 

Negative on file at MRT 

'~ 



• ii 

I 



AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
278 E Main SW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crf1wford 
E ~a!n nr. Sleeman 

District 

6/81 
St. fc. SE 

Negative on file at MHT 

7/ 





AL- 71 l-A-043 
Frosc~urg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Cathe~ine Crawford 6/81 
W ~ain nr. Broadway fc . NW 

Negatlve on file at MHT 

l -Z.. 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Al leg any Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
55 W Main St., SW elev . 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
W Main nr. Bealls la. fc. SE 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
73 W Main St., SW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





26 

AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Al leg any Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
89 W. Main, SW elev. 

Negative on file at MRT 





AL-VII- A-043 
Fro~tburg Historic District 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
93 W. Main, SW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co • • MD 
Catherine Crm.rford 7/81 
114 W Main St. , NE elev . 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-Vll-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
26 Water St., NE elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL- VII- A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co .• MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
45 Water St., NE elev. 

Negative on file at MRT 

Jo 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
20-22-24 Broadway, NW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 



/ 



AL-VII- A--043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
28 Broadway St., NW elev. 

Negative on file at MBT 





AL- VII-A-04 3 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co •• MD 
Catherine Cr8'1o1ford 7/81 
37 Broadway St., SE elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 

"l J I 





AL-VII- A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
51 Broadway St., SE elev. 





AL-VII-A--043 
Fr ostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
52 Broadway St . , NW elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A--043 >( 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co • • MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
74-76 Broadway St. NW~lev. 





.. 
Al-V II-A-043 

Frostburg Historjc District 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Ccther!ne Crm.·ford 7/Sl 
31 B~all St. SE elev . 

-:l 7 ' 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co •• MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
41 Maple St., SE elev. 





tti.-\'l l-A-043 
?ro~ir~rg Historjc n!~t~ict 
A·'"'~ any Co •• MD 
Cctrerine Crawford I/BJ 
119 Maple St . , SE e:ev. 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic Distr!ct 
Allegany Co . , MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
134 Maple St., NW elev . 
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~ A!...-\ ll-A-043 
Fro~tburg Historic District 
A! iegany Co ., MD 
:ctner:ne CrCJ"-'ford 7/81 
i.:; Bowery St. , SE elev . 



---



AL-\11 l-A-043 
;rcstburg Historic Distr1ct 
Al ie£any Co •• MD 
Cat[Berine Crar..•fQ~d 7

1
/81 

j) owery St., St. e ev . 

... 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
88 Bowery St ., NW elev . 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VI I-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Al leg any Co •• MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
W Mechanic fc. SE 

l s 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
70 W. Mechanic St . , NE elev. 





AL- VI I-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 6/81 
W Mechanic St. fc . NW 

t 11' 





• P.l-\1!-1-.-043 
! roe t~urg H:i st or:!c Di std ct 
.! 1 • !_any Co •• "'lD 
r .. t· 1:rine Crew.fore 1/81 
!..!.. \\ :·1echanic St., lE ele'\'. 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 

30 Frost Ave., NE elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII- A-043 
Frostburg Historic 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 

38 Frost Ave., NE 

District 

7/81 
elev. 

Negative on file at MHT 

j 





SI 

Negative on file at MHT 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany County, Maryland 
C. Crawford, 7/81 
102 Wood St., N.W. elev . 





.., AL-VI l-A-043 
Frostburg H!stor1c D1strict 
A 1 leg any Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
103 i\'oc•d St., SE elev. 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
111 Wood St., SE elev . 





. AL-\III-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Al Jegany Co ., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
1Z4-146 Wood St. , NW elev . 





'> AL-\'II-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 
153 ~ood St., SE elev. 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Allegany Co., MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 

SO E. College Ave., NE elev. 



f ·.-.:-



AL-VI I-A-043 
Frostburg Historic D!str~ct 
A J legany Co •• MD 
Catherine Cra'l.•ford 7 /8J 

38 ~College Ave., ~E elev . 





AL-VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic D~strict 
Allegany Co •• MD 
ratherine Crawford i/81 
50 W College Ave. NE elev . 





AL- VII-A-043 
Frostburg Historic District 
Al leg any Co. , MD 
Catherine Crawford 7/81 

50 W College Ave. NE elev. 


