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AA-1006 
Davidsonville Historic District 
Central Avenue (MD 214) and Davidsonville Road (MD 424) 
Davidsonvi I le 

C. 1 835-1941 

The Davidsonville Historic District comprises a rural crossroads located at 

the intersection of Central Avenue (MD 214) and Davidsonville Road (MD 424) 

in central Anne Arundel County, Maryland. A total of fifteen properties are 

located within the district, including three churches, one commercial building, 

and eleven houses, representing the period from the village's initial settlement 

ca. 1835 through the early 20th century, when it achieved its present form. 

Primarily dating from around the turn of the 20th century, the resources within the 

district reflect a variety of building forms and stylistic influences which 

characterized rural communities of the period in the region. They are located 

along Central Avenue, on lots of varying sizes; several of the houses on the 

north side of the road maintain a uniform setback line. The village reflects a 

pattern of linear development which is typical of small rural communities in 

agricultural settings in the Western Shore region of Maryland. 

The Davidsonville Historic District is significant as a largely intact 

representative example of the type of crossroads community which characterized 

rural Anne Arundel County in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Davidsonville is among the best preserved examples of this type of community 

remaining in the county; other comparable villages have been obliterated by 

subsequent development. The village has maintained substantial integrity 

despite increasingly intensive development pressure in the surrounding area. 
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1. Name of PropertY 
historic name DAVIDSONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
other names/site number AA-1006 

2. Location 
street & number State Route 214 and Davidsonville R 
city, town Davidsonville 
state Maryland code MD county Anne Arundel 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
[X] private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[X] building(s) 
0district 
Ds1te 
Ostructure 
Dobject 

code 003 zip code 21035 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
14 1 buildings 

2 sites ---
___ structures 
__ objects 

16 1 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

~ NA 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

·-

4. State/Federal Aaency Certification 

. nature or certifying official STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER Cilte I 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Oother, (explain:)--------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
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I. Function or U• 
Hlltork: Functions (enter Cldegoriea from lnetructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
COMMERCE/TRADE/department store 
RELIGION/religious structure 

J. Dncrlpt!on 
Architectural Claaification 
(erder 

2 

g~- from lnltructionl) 

Federal 
Late Victorian 
Bungalow 

Dw:rtbe pr.- a hisloric phy9ical ~­

resgqprr~ S(Jt0RY: 

AA-1006 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
COMMERCE/TRADE/department store 
RELIGION/religious structure 

Materials (enter categoriea from IMlructions) 

toundation __ B~R=I~CK;.:.;_~~~~~~~~~~-
..ns SYNTHETICS 

BRICK 
-fOOf ASPHALT 
other WOOD 

'lhe tavidsawille Historic District cxmprises a rural crossroads tx11111mity 
located at the intersectiai of Marylard lt:A.rt:e 214 (Central Aveme) am 
D:!lvidsawil.le ~ (oamty road 424) in central Anne Arundel Q:mity, Marylard. 
A total of ·fifteen prq>erties are located within the district, in::l\Xlirg three 
c:tmrdles, ale amnercial brllclin;J, and eleven halJSes, representin:J the period 
fran the village's initial settlement ca. 1835 thrcu;Jh the early 2oth oentury, 
when it achieved its px 2 s mt form. Primarily datin:j frail aram the tum of the 
2oth century, the resoorces within the district reflect a variety of brllclin;J 
fcmus and stylistic influeuoes which characterized rural tx11111mities of the 
pericxi in the regiai. 'Ibey are located alcn;J Jt:A.rt:e 214 (Central Averaie) , ai lots 
of vaeyirg sizes; several of the hooses ai the mrth side of the road naintain 
a uniform setback line. .'Jhe village reflects a pattern of linear develcpnent 
which is typical of small rural tx11111mities in agricultural settiR]S in the 
Western Shore regiai of Marylard. 

[i] See continuation sheet No. 1 
F~r GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [!]locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria DA DB [X] C DD 

~riteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA DB DC DD DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
c.1835-1941 

Cultural Affiliation 
NA 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

AA 1006 

Significant Dates 
c.1835 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

SIGNIFICANCE ~: 

'Ihe ravidsanville Historic District is significant urx:ier Criterion c as a 
largely intact representative exanple of the type of crossroads camunity whidl 
characterized rural Anne Arurxiel Coonty in the late nineteenth arxl early 
twentieth oentw:y. Davidsonville is anDl'X3 the best preserved exanples of this 
type of camunity remainin:J in the coonty; other ccnparable villages have been 
obliterated by subsequent develcpnent. '!he village has maintained substantial 
integrity despite increasixgly intensive develcpnent pressure in the~ 
area. 

[X) See continuation sheet No • 7 
For HISTORIC CONTEXT and MARYLAND COMPRE-

HENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN data. 
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SUPPLBIUDt'l'ARY LISTIRG RBCORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 92000141 Date Listed: 3/27/92 

Davidsonville Historic District 
Property Name: 

Multiple Name 

Anne Arundel MD 
County: State: 

AA-1ooc 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with.the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 

i~omi'j't~~documentation. 

~ ~ y/10/(f i_ 

Signature of the Keeper Date 6f Action 

================================================================= 
Amended Items in Nomination: 

In Section 3 of the form, this nomination was inadvertently 
categorized as "buildings" rather than a district. The form is 
officially amended to categorize this as a district. The MD SHPO 
has been informed of this change. 

DISTRIBO'l'ION: 
Rational Reqister property tile 
Rominatinq Authority (without nomination attachment) 



•. ll!ior lllbllop!!phac.I Aeferencn 

See Continuation Sheet No. 10 

Previous documet 1tatiOl'1 on tie (NPS): 

D pretiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
hu been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D prev1ous1y determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D r9COt'ded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey•--~~~--~----~~~ D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record#.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

10. G!ographical Data 
-~of property Approximately 15 acres 

USGS Quad: Bowie, Maryland 
UTM References 
A l..!..i!J l3l518l81810I 141310191417101 

Zone Easting Northing 

c ~ 1315181316101 l413I018l91010I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See Continuation Sheet No. 11 

Boundary Justification 

See Continuation Sheet No. 11 

11. Form Prepared By 

M-1006 

00 See continuation lheet No. 10 

Primary location of additional data: 
00 State historic pr818rvation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local govemmem 
D University 
00ther 
Specify repository: 

B ~ l3l518l81810I 141310191118101 
Zone .. Easting Northing 

D L!i§J 1315181219101 l413I019I01310I 

D See continuation sheet . 

[i] See continuation sheet No. 11 

[!]See continuation lheet No. 11 

----"18meltitle __ ---'P~e~t~e~r:..-1i!.E~.~K~u~rot~z~e~.-AA~rc~h~iut~e~c~t~u~ra~lL....J:Bui~s~t~o~r1~a~ni__......;.,. __ ~~-~------~ 
organization 
street a number 
city OI town 

Davidsonville Area Comm.unity Asspciadan date __ ~A~uz:..gu~s2..!t=--.:!1:29:..i.,~li!..99c..-l~---
l 09 Brandon Road telephone _.lo.:( 4~1~0!.J.)'--!:2c.Z.9~6-=.7!...5~3.u8!....-_:-"'.:-:-:-
Bal timore state Maryland zip code 21212 
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GENERAL IE?CRIPl'IOO: 

'!he folla.vinJ are brief descriptions of the resoorces within the 
IBvidsonville Historic District. '!he order of presentation ro11espolrls to the 
numerical cxx3e used oo the aocarpanying ResoJroe Sketch Map. '!he AA prefixed 
nmiJers are MaLylam Inventocy of Historic Prq>ert.ies J1lllIDers. · 

l. All Hallows' Olapel am Cemetery (AA-202), a brick Gothic Revival drurdl 
constructed in 1860 as a chapel of ease for All Hallows Parish, suwlementing the 
Colonial-period parish dlurc:h located in Birdsville. '!he chapel is unusually 
large for a b.ti.lding of its type in a rural setting, am reflects the influence 
of the F.cclesiological IOCJVement. '!he entrance is located in the v.iest gable errl; 
a dooble-leaf door is set in a lancet-ardle:i q>enin:J, flanked by lancet w.irxlows 
on either side am with a triple lancet above. '!he q>enings are sw:roounted by 
projecting hoods of rotDeled brick. '!he gable wall is finished with a stone 
-weathering am suntn.mted by a small bell-cote. lancet win:iows define the foor 
bays of the side walls; an entcy pordl is located in the secorrl bay fran the lN'eSt 
on the south elevation, flanked by a dilinney. '!he b.ti.lding romers am side 
walls are b.Ittressed. A lc:J'#er dlancel. projects fran the north gable, below a 
triple lancet wirrlow; · the dlancel. is crossed by a transept whose en:3s are flush 
with the side walls of the nave. A small vestcy is attadled by a hyplen to the 
north side of the nave. '!he b.ti.lding is sited within a picturesque cemetery on 
the edge of the village of I:Bvidsonville. '!he markers within the ametery date 
fran the nineteenth am twentieth centuries. 

2. '!he Brownjr:Bvis House is a two-stocy gable-roofed frame dwelling prOOably 
constructed in the early 20th centmy, located on the north side of Central 
Avenue. '!he b.ti.lding's present fonn is the result of one or mre canpaigns of 
alterations creating an Ir-plan, with a two-stocy wing projectirg to the south. 
'lhe entrance is located in the east side wall of the wing, with a 1/1 wirxiow to 
its left am two 1/1 wi.rrlows above. A pair of 1/1 wirrlows is centered in the 
wing's gable errl on eadl level, am paired 6/1 wirrl.ows mark the south elevation 
of the main block. '!he b.ti.lding is sheathed in synthetic siding. 

3. '!he SUit ResidencejTalbot's IDt III (AA-860) is a late 19th centmy two­
stocy gable-front frame house, two bays wide by two roans deep, with a lc:J'#er 
gable-roofed· kitchen wing at the rear. '!he principal facade faces south; the 
sidelighted entrance is located in the western bay, with a 2/2 wirrlow in the 
east. A shed pordl suwc>rt.ed on turned posts with scrolled brackets spans the 
facade. nvo 2/2 wirrlows are aligned above the first-floor q>enings; wirrlow 
q>enings thralgha.rt: the house are fitted with q>erat>le loivered shutters. '!he 

See Continuation Sheet No. 2 
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gable is covered with ilIDricated shirgles, an:l has a small oculus in the peak. 
A c:x>I.'bel.ed drimney is centered in the roof ridge. '!he blildirg retains a high 
level of integrity; the only ootable alterations are the enclosure of a porch off 
the kitchen winJ an:l the installation of aluminum sidirg. · 

4. '!he SUitt Resi~jTalbot's Lot II (AA-861) is a late 19th century two­
stocy, gable-roofed frame house, two bays wide by two roans deep, 'Wilidl faces 
scuth. A recent one-stocy winJ exterrls fran the west gable; an enclosed porch 
spans the facade an:l wraps aram:i the west side to meet the winJ. Despite 
al teratian.s, the original fonn arxi massirg of the house remain discernible, arxi 
it cantirnies to ocx::upy its place in the D:lvidsonville streetscape; it is 
considered a contrirutirg element in the historic district. 

5. '!he HEq:Je HalsejTalbot' s Lot (AA-858) c::arprises a mid-19th century two­
stocy, three-bay, side passage plan frame house, 'Wilidl was reroodeled arxi exparrled 
early in the twentieth century by the construction of a two-bay-wide shed-roofed 
winJ again.st the east gable, arxi the relocation of the entrance to the wirg. A 
Colonial Revival porch spans the elorgated facade. '!he original ownership of the 
l:uildirg is attril::uted to 'lbanas Talbot, wo q>erated a blacksmith shq> in the 
village. 

6. '!he Sinm:>n.sjBeall Halse (AA-1005) is a ca. 1920s 1~-stocy frame house 
reflectirg the influence of the BurxJalow arxi Colonial Revival styles. '!he 
central entrance is sheltered by an overscaled pediirented portic:x>, arxi flanked 
by paired 6/1 wimows. A brick exterior dtlmney deCX>rates the east gable. '!he 
house has a hiFPE!d roof with truncated en::ls. 

7. A mid-2oth century house Widl does not CX>ntr:ib.rte to the significance of 
the district. 

8. '!he Holy Family catholic Church (AA-850) is a small shirgled :Ercime dlurch 
blildirg c:x>nstructed in 1929, rep.zt.edly prefabricated by Sears, Roeb.lck. '!he 
entrance is located in a gabled vestil:W.e 'Wilidl projects frcin the scuth gable 
en::l; dalble leaf doors are frarred within a lancet-arched recess. '!he side walls 
of the vestil:W.e are pieroed by dalble-htn'g Q.ieen Anne style wimows, with eadl 
sash ccrrprisirg a large central pane of blue4:Jrey c:x>lored glass surrcurrled by 
small amber lights. Similar wirrlows flank the vestil:W.e in the scuth gable of 
the nave. A small circular wirrlow is centered in the gable peak, below a small 
belfcy with a bell-cast pyramidal roof. 'lhe eaves are finished with vergeboards 
with scrolled en::ls; projectirg rafter en::ls are detailed similarly. 'lhe l:uilding 
is five bays deep; the northen'noost bay is cxx::upied by a transept, am the 

See Continuation Sheet No. 3 
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rem:u.nin:J bays are defined by paired win:lows. 'lhe l:uilciin;J retains an 
exceptionally high level of integrity on both the exterior arrl interior. 

9. 'lhe Dwidsan lb.Jse (AA-159), located at the northeast comer of the 
intersection of Rcutes 214 arrl 424, was con.st.ructed abait 1835, the first halse 
in what was to hecare the village of I:Bvidsonville. It is a ~cy gable­
roofed frame hoose cxnpris~ two sections. 'lhe principal facade faces sooth. 
'1he main block is three bays wide am one roan deep; the entrance is located in 

. the easterrmDst bay. A ~cy colUimlf!d portico spans the facade, arrl there 
is a two-level recessed porch across the rear elevation. A brick exterior 
chimney rises again.st the west gable en:l. A lower two-stocy wi.rg exterm fran 
the east gable of the main block. 

10. '1he rBvidsoojNeall lb.Jse (AA-862) is a Victorian period I.rshaped frane 
ho.Jse whidl arpears to date fran the 1880s. It is located on the sooth side of 
Central Avenue, west of the intersection of Route 424. 'lhe house carprises a 2\ 
stocy, three-bay main section whose north facade is oriented parallel to the 

- road, with a project~ gable-front winJ, one bay wide, at the~ en:l. 'lhe 
entrance is. located in the west bay of the main block, arrl is detailed with 
sidelights arrl transan~ wirrlowS are 6/6 sash thro.lghalt. '1he ruilclirxJ features 
a bracketed overharg~ comioe with returns. Interior chilnneys rise fran the 
east gable of the main block am the center of the w~. 'lhe interior is 
arrarged in a center-hall plan, two roans deep. '!he ruilclirxJ retains a high 
level of integrity. 

-

11. 'lhe Davidsonville Methodist Church (AA-79) is a hip-roofed masomy ruil<iIDJ 
con.st.ructed in 1924 to replace an 1854 drurdl. A Classical pedimented portico 
spans the north entrance facade. '1he recessed entrance is located in the central 
bay, flanked by lancet-arched win:lows; similar win::icJNs define the four bays of 
the side walls, whidl are further artiCul.ated by pilasters. 'Ihe ruildirg has a 
nx:x:lillion comioe; a small circular wirx:iow is located in the pediment, arrl the 
portico SURX>rts a three-stage steeple. '1he roof is covered with slate. A sherl.­
roofed wir:g of recent construction extems fran the rear of the ruildirg at the 
sart:hwest comer. 

12. Adjacent to the Methodist Church on the east, the Parsonage (AA-1003) is 
a 2\ story hip-roofed Frursquare type hoose, finished in stucx::o. '!he north 
facade is spanned by a one-stocy porch with TUscan columns arrl a sinple 
balustrade. '!he entrance is locat.ed at the eastern side of the facade, with a 
triple 6/1 wirx:iow to the west. 'lhree 6/1 wirxiows light the secord sto:ry. A 
large hi~ dorner with a triple wirrlow of 9-light casements is~ on the 

See Continuation Sheet No. 4 
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oorth sl~ of the roof. '!here is an exterior brick dtl.mney against the west 
side wall. 

13. All Halla.NS Rectory (AA-96) is a mid-19th century 2~ story side passage 
plan frame house with a 1~ story, 3 bay winJ Wi.dl may ID=x>:rporate an 18th 
century structure. '!he b.tildin:] was renovated in 1973, an:i retains a good level 
of integrity. Interior trim representin:J Greek Revival an:i Victorian periods 
remains in place. 

14. J:Bvidsonville Market an:i Deli (AA-1002) is a 1~ story frame cx:mnercial 
bl.ildin:] oocupyin:J the southwest corner of the intersection of Ra.Ites 424 an:i 
214. A general store has been located on this corner since the 1830s; the 
present configuration of the ruildin:] arpears to date primarily fran the late 
19th or early 20th century. It is a sinple rectargular structure covered by a 
broad gable roof. '!he north gable facade faces Central Avenue; an enclosed :p:::>rch 
spans the faCade, an:i a sin:Jle wirxiow is centered in the~ gable. '!WO gabled 

- donners are located on the west sl~ of the roof. '!he roof is covered in 
stamin:J seam metal. 

15. IIvin:J K:i..rg/Neal Halse (AA-1001), located on the southeast corner of the 
intersection of Routes 424 an:i 214, is a 1~ story frame ruildinJ, rectargular in 
plan, covered by a broad gable roof. ~y datin:J fran the late 19th 
century, local tradition states that this halse was the residerx::e of the keeper 
of the general store. A srrall one story ruildin:] is located pei:perxtio..llar to the 
house, al:uttin:J it at the northwest corner; this structure has a recessed :p:::>rdl 
at its east em, an:i an exterior brick d1iimey again.st its -west gable. 

16. Methcxlist Church Cemetery, located just SCA.Ith of the intersection of routes 
214 an:i 424, consists of nineteenth an:i twentieth century markers. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 5 



-

-

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service ___ _ 

National Register t_gf Historic Places~ · 
Continuation Sheet Davidsonville Historic District 

Section number __ . 7_ 

.· 

. 1 

Anne Arundel County 
Maryland AA-1006 

Page __ s_ 

--·-- .... ··- . a" °'D 
I _.,, 
t--- I 

~! ' 
~~I 

'~oe:: \ ~ \ . ... 
~i \ i t"""'\i = I 
~~ ) a '---1 I 
~{e I 

· ~ 0 P\ 0 I ' ~o v:_, 
' ~o ' l \ 
' ""o , .. o \ 
I ~ 
,· ·'"'0 \ ~ 
I~ .\:t-. .,.! \ ~ -;; 
' o" J~. . c 
\ 

...., +,) 
i... tC c 

\ _J " 
~u 0 

\ . / ., ~ -

"3 

I 

" Ill 
u " c: c: c: c .. .. 
u ... .. • ... .. .... 
c: " .... 
Ill -; .. .. " Ill = Q. c: c 

" .. .c: 0 A. ....... .... ... 
0 .., 0 
.... c c: • c: c ....... • A. • • ........ • c: .. u = Q. • c Ill .. 

. "' . .... c: • 
.. u .. .... c A. 
.. M 0 Q. u .... . u .. "Cl c: .. • • 0 .... • u .... 
u u .. Ill ... .. II U .. u . .. .CCI c .... . ... ! . .., "Cl 
u Ill c: c: .. .... c: ... :i..c 
:1"1::1 c 
0 • c: "' . . " u c .c: 
•.C: .... ...... ..... = .... • c u = .. ...... . " .... c 
... 0 •en u ... • .. • 

See Continuation s·heet No. 6 



UnHed States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

- National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Davidsonville Historic District 

.. 
Section number 7 Page 6 

Anne Arundel County 
Maryland AA-1006 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet navidsonville Historic District 

Section number _ _..s_ 

HIS'IDRIC a:Nl'EXT: 

Page_ ..... 7_ 

Anne Arundel County 
Maryland 

MARYIAND a:MEmlIENSIVE HIS'IDRIC PRESERVATICN PIAN DATA 

c;eograpric organization: Western Shore 

Olronological/Develcpnental Peria:i(s): 

Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.O. 1680-1815 
Agricultural/Irrlustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Irrlustrial/U:rban ~, A.O. 1870-1930 
1'biem Peria:i, A.O. 1930-Present 

PrehistoricjHistoric Peria:i 'llieJne ( s) : 

AA-1006 

Architecture/I..aOOscape Architecture/Ccmrunity Plannirg 

Resoorce 'fype: 

category: District 

Historic Envirorment: Rural 

Historic F\.mction(s) arxl Use(s): 

IDtESTIC/si.n;Jle dwelli.n;J 
a:r+tERCE/IRADE/deparbnent store 
RELIGICN/religious structure 

~ Design Soorce: None 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8 
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'lhe village of IBvidsonville was effectively foun:ied alxut 1835, when the 
first haJse was oanstructed by 'll1anas Davidson, ai lan:l owned by his father, 
James IBvidsan. James Davidson had emigrated fran ED;Jlan:l to Pennsylvania in 
1775. In the Revolutiooacy war, he served in the patriot regiment of the 
Pennsylvania anny, am was later transferred to the Macylan:l Line urrler General 
Smallwood. He also frught in the Battle of North Point dur:inJ the war of 1812. 
Davidson settled in Anne Arurrlel COlmty an:l died in 1841. 

'lhe ecaic.mic am social basis of central Anne Arurrlel COlmty traditionally 
depemed upon agriculture; fannilg still plays an :i.np:>rtant role in the area, but 
:residential develcpnent has begun to alter the character of the larrlscape. 'lhe 
first settlers in the area fwm the region's loamy soil an:l lOIXJ grow:inJ season 
well suited to td:acxo culture, an:l this crop provided the econcmic mainstay fran 
the seventeenth centm:y well into the twentieth. In the nineteenth an:l twentieth 
centuries, farmers in the Davidsonville area cultivated a variety of garden tnick 
in addition to this basic crop, an:l seem to have practiced nDre diversified 
agriculture than their co.mterparts elsewhere in the ca.mty I particularly those 
in the sa.rt:hem region. 

'lhe intersection of two major early roads provided the inpetus for 
Davidsonville's developnent into a focus of cx:mnercial am social activity for 
the surroun:linJ agricultural region. By the tum of the twentieth centm:y, 
churches serv:inJ Methodist an:l Protestant :Episcq:al denanination.s TNere located 
in the village, arrl a catholic c:hurdl was neartJy. 'lhe town had a p.lblic school, 
post office, arrl telepione facilities. A railroad depot at Parole station, seven 
miles away, an:l a larxlIDJ en the South River at Taylorsville (l'lCJW' Riva), four 
miles fran the village, offered transportation linkages. A series of failed 
attenpts to create a closer rail cx:>nnection with IBvidsonville began in the late 
19th centm:y arrl errled in 1912, as m:>tor tn1cks came to be recognized as an 
econcmical alternative to trains. 'lhe camunity remained intimately tied to 
agriculture; a boys' fann club was foun:ied in 1913. · 

A new Methodist Churdl was construCted in 1924, replac:inJ the original 1854 
tuildin:J, an:I the Holy Family Ranan catholic Church was added to the camunity 
in 1929. 'lhe p.lblic school was rel::uilt in 1927. 'lhe school is not included in 
the naninated district. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 9 
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'!he village saw little further dlan:Je thralgh the secom World war. A 
descriptim of the cxmrunity prepared in 1952 imicated that agriculture 
oontinued to provide its ecx:n:mic basis, in::lu:tin:J td:>aoco, com, grain, 
livestock an:i dairy fai:m:in:J. However, by this time, intimaticn; of the 
crmmmity's future character as a cxmruter suDlrb "Were begirmirg to arp?ar: the 
writer c:tiserved that the ccmrunity offered good roads, a locatim within 
oamutirg distaB::e to Baltincre, Washirgton, an:i Annapolis, an:i two b.Js lines 
servirg these destinations. F\Jrther, the writer ooted that fannlarrl was 
irx::reasirgly beirg converted to hoosirg develqment. 

'!he period of signif icarx::e exterrls fran the establishment of the village 
ca. 1835 up to the begirmirg of World War II, by whidl time it had substantially 
adrieved its present awearance-

'lhralghrut the nineteenth century an:i up to the start of World War II, Anne 
Arurrlel camty :remained a rural, agricultural c:amty. Virtually no ta..n1s of 
substarx::e rutside of Annapolis, the CXJUllty seat arrl state capital, developed 
except for a series of small cross roads cc:mrunities. IBvidsonville is typical 
of these cross roads c:x;mrunities. It contained a post office arrl store whidl 
served the surrooniirg agricultural ccmrunity. Also fourrl here "Were dlurches 
representirg the three major religirus sects fourrl in the ca.mfy: EPi..c::cc:palian, 
Methodist, an:i Raoan catholic; an:i a han::lful of hatses. Several other 
cxmnunities of this sort developed, generally on a linear~ with maybe 
a dozen an:i a half or two dozen buildirgs. 

Praninent anon:J these ccmrunities are Bristol, OWensville, arrl Millersville 
in sa.rthem Anne Arurrlel camty. In the northern an:i western portion of the 
camty, similar cxmnunities develq:ai as interna:liate steps alorg the railroad: 
OOenton, Sevem, Hannons, an:i Annapolis Junction as exanples. All "Were 

established generally in the secorrl an:i third quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Of the carm.mities, IBvidsonville arrl OWensville are the IOOSt intact in 
tenns of historic character. Both retain the nineteenth century awearance 
thralgh placement of buildirgs an:i sites alorg historic roadways, still two 
lanes, with historic lard..~ features an:i buildirg set backs, service 
buildirgs, buildirg materials an:i oonfigurations, an:i a general sense of 
q>ermess. In eadl., sane buildirgs have non-historic additions an:J/or sidirg, but 
the historic sense of past time an:i place are strikirgly evident. Unforbmately, 
the surrooniirg areas, originally agricultural arrl still so to a great extent, 
are becc:min;J built-up rapidly. 
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'!he acxxmpanyinJ Resooroe Sketdl Map sdlematically irrlicates the lcx::ation 
arrl juxtaposition of the prq>erties included within the ll:lvidsonville Historic 
District. '!he boorrlaries of the Davidsonville Historic District are defined by 
the existinJ prq>erty lines of these resources, as recorded in the I..arrl Records 
Of Anne Anll'U!l County I Marylarrl. 

B:XJNili\RY JUSITF I CATION: 

'!he naninated prq>erty catprises awroximately 15 acres, includin;;J the 
resources whim carprise the village within its imnediate envirornnent arrl 
exclud.irg m:xiern buildirxJs, except one, arrl the surrourrlin3 acreage whim do not 
contrib.rte directly to the significance of the district. '!he irrlividual prq>erty 
parcels average atxJut an acre a piece with sane larger arrl sane smaller. Parcel 
lines were selected as back ba.m::Jaries primarily for convenience. Several 
parcels arpear to still retain the original J:nm::Jaries. 

Sane owners, sud1 as the ll:lvidsonville Methcxlist Clmrch, have larger 
acreage than is included in this nanination. '!he naninated acreage concentrates 
primarily, but not exclusively, on the parcels whim border on Central Avenue arrl 
ll:lvidsonville arrl Birdsville roads, the :paths of whim fonn this historic cross 
roads. '!he parcels inchrled here, as shown on state assessment map IllIIIi:>er 54 for 
Anne Anll'U!l County are 105, 197, 52, 222, 237, 221, 122, 126, 118, 50, 245-9, 
245-10, 108, 48, 123, 159, 154, 54, 153, arrl 128. 
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