CAPSULE SUMMARY
Adolph Torovsky House (AA-1134)
206 King George Street
The building at 206 King George Street was originally constructed
between 1894 and 1896 for Adolph Torovsky. The two-and-a-half-
story building was the last freestanding dwelling erected in this
block on the northeast side of King George Street following its
subdivision by Dennis Griffin. The substantial parcel was owned
and improved 1in the 18th century by Charles Carroll, and
subsequently purchased in the early 19th century by Jeremiah Chase.
A good example of an urban Italianate style dwelling, 206 King

George Street was owned and occupied by the Torovsky family until

the 1940s.

The two-and-a-half-story, wood frame dwelling was designed in a
vernacular Italianate style and similar in form and detail to the
house at 200 King George Street (AA-1131). This single detached
structure is set upon a solid brick foundation and is covered with
a side gable roof. The three-bay wide building has a side-passage
plan, historically accentuated by a full-width front porch. The
original frame walls are clad with German siding on the front
elevation and asbestos shingles on the side walls. A contemporary
brick stoop with iron railing leads to the side-passage entry. A
two-story ell, added to the house by 1903, extends across the rear

elevation.
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historic name _Adolph Torovsky House

34

common/other name

street & number_ 206 King George Street not for publication

city or town Annapolis vicinity __ state Maryland code _MD
county _Anne Arundel code _003 zip code _21401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)

district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

2 buildings
sites
structures
objects

2 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?
Yes _X Name of Listing _Annapolis Historic District

No

|
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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single Dwelling
COMMERCE /TRADE Specialty Store
DOMESTIC Kitchen/Garden Structure

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single Dwelling

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Italianate

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Brick: Flemish Bond
roof Side Gable: Asphalt Shingles
walls _Wood Frame: German Siding
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose <components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has vyielded, or is 1likely to vyield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

______ B removed from its original location.

_____c a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

I a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
_____F a commemorative property.

_____ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance _1894-1944
circa 1747

Significant Dates _1894-1896
circa 1747

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation Undefined

Architect/Builder _Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1
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(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Anne Arundel County Land and Will Recorxds. Anne Arundel County
Courthouse and Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland.

Archives of Maryland, XXXVIII, "Act for Keeping Good Rules and
Orders," 1696.

Papenfuse, Edward and Jane McWilliams. "Southern Urban Society
After the Revolution: Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final
Report for NEH Grant #H69-0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation,
1969.

Record Group 29, "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1880,
1900, 1910, and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

Warren, Marion E. and Mame Warren, The Train’s Done Been and Gone,
Annapolis, MD: M.E. Warren, 1976.

Wright, Henry. "204 King George Street, Annapolis, MD: Excavation
of Hypocaust," c¢irca 1957. Archived in the vertical files of the
Historic Annapolis Foundation.

Maps and Drawings

Magnus, Charles. Bird’s Eye View of the City of Annapolis, 1864,
Reproduced 1967.

Sachse, Edward. Bird's Eve View of the City of Annapolis, circa
1858. Maryland Hall of Records, MdHR G 1213-349.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1903, 1908, 1913,
1921, 1930, and 1954 updated.
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Acreage of Property 4704 Sguare Feet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The property designated as 206 King George Street is located on
Parcel 1390 as shown on Grid 11, Map 4Z in the City of Annapolis.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The building has been historically associated with this property
since its construction between 1894 and 1896.

name/title L. Trieschmann & K. Williams, Architectural Historians

organization _Traceries date _February 2, 1998
street & number _5420 Western Avenue telephone _301/656-5283
city or town _Chevy Chase state _MD_ zip code _20815

name _John A. and Joan D. Caldwell
street & number _206 King George Street telephone
city or town _Annapolis state _MD zip code _21401
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The two-and-a-half-story, wood frame dwelling at 206 King George
Street was constructed between 1894 and 1896. Designed in a
vernacular Italianate style and similar in form and detail to the
house at 200 King George Street, the single detached structure is
set upon a solid brick foundation. Covered with a side gable roof,
the three-bay wide building has a side-passage plan, historically
accentuated by a full-width front porch that is no longer extant.
The original wood frame walls are clad with German siding on the

front elevation and asbestos shingles on the side walls. A
contemporary brick stoop with iron railing leads to the side-
passage entry. A two-story ell, added to the house by 1903,

extends across the rear elevation.

The property also contains portions of a building that overlaps
204-206 King George Street. This building is significant as it
contains a hypocaust, a system used in Ancient Roman times to
conduct hot gases from a furnace into the rooms above through a
hollow floor and tile flues within the walls. This structure
appears to have been originally constructed as a kitchen or garden
structure in the middle part of the 18th century.’

The facade (southwest elevation) is divided into three bays. The
first story consists of the side-passage entry door and two single
2/2 windows. The entry, reached by brick replacement steps,
includes a four-paneled replacement door and a single-light
transom, surrounded by square-edged architrave with a molded door
head. The 2/2 windows have similar molded heads and wood sills.
The second story has three symmetrically placed 2/2 windows with
molded heads and wood sills.

The character-defining cornice of the house consists of four large
brackets, visually dividing the facade into three bays. The space

between the brackets is finished by wood modillions. The side
gable roof is clad with asbestos shingles and has two front gable
dormers with pediments, square-edged trim, and 2/2 windows. The

side walls of the gables are clad with wood shingles.

The northwest elevation includes the northwest wall of the main
block and the rear ell. It is clad with asbestos shingles and has
a single small opening on the second story of the front bay of the
rear ell.

' See MHT Form AA-1133 for a detailed description and history
regarding the hypocaust.
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The southeast elevation, also clad with asbestos shingles, has two
single 2/2 windows in the rear bay of the main block of the house
on both stories. A single 2/2 window is located at the attic level
in the end gable. The basement has two two-light windows and a
metal coal chute door, embossed with three Gothic arches.

The rear and interior of the building were not accessible for
survey.
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The building at 206 King George Street was originally constructed
between 1894 and 1896 for Adolph Torovsky. The two-and-a-half-
story building was the last freestanding dwelling erected in this
block on the northeast side of King George Street following its
subdivision by Dennis Griffin in 1890. The substantial parcel was
owned and improved by Charles Carroll in the 18th century, and
eventually purchased by Jeremiah Chase. A good example of an urban
Italianate style dwelling, 206 King George Street was owned and
occupied by the Torovsky family until the 1940s. Additionally, the
property encompasses portions of a brick hypocaust that has been
structurally connected to the dwelling at 204 King George Street.
The hypocaust, used in Ancient Roman times to conduct hot gases
from a furnace into the rooms above through a hollow floor and tile
flues within the walls, appears to have been originally constructed
as a kitchen or garden structure in the middle part of the 18th
century.

PROPERTY HISTORY

The property on which the building at 206 King George Street stands
was historically associated with Margaret Dulany, the wife of Dr.
Alexander Hamilton of Scotland. Stretching along the northeast
side of King George Street, the property was purchased from Charles
Carroll the Chirurgeon (doctor) in 1747 for 450 pounds by Daniel
Dulany the Elder as a wedding gift for his daughter Margaret.
Prior to its ownership by Dulany, the property had been improved by
the construction of numerous dwellings that fronted Hanover Street
to the east and landscaped gardens stretching west to King George
Street. Based on historical documentation and physical evidence,
it appears that the extant hypocaust is contemporary to the mid-
18th century dwellings.

Following the death of Hamilton in May 1756, Dulany married William
Murdock, the son of John and Katherine Murdock. William Murdock
was the sheriff of Prince George’s County in 1740 and a member of
the Maryland General Assembly from 1749 to 1769. With the death of
her second husband in 1769, Margaret Dulany sold the property to
Richard Sprigg in 1772. As the original purchaser of the 1land,
Daniel Dulany the Elder simultaneously devised a confirmatory deed
to Richard Sprigg.

The property was conveyed by Richard and Margaret Sprigg to their
son-in-law John Francis Mercer in 1790. Within the next five
years, the property stretching along King George Street had been
conveyed twice, eventually purchased by Judge Jeremiah Townley
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Chase. One-time mayor of Annapolis, Chase resided in the Hammond-
Harwood House (1774-1776, William Buckland) at 19 Maryland Avenue.

Discovered in an area measuring 20" x 18" x 24," artifacts
uncovered in a circa 1957 excavation have been positively date to
the first half of the 19th century and indicate a family with
children and naval connections occupied the site in circa 1830.2
With Chase and his family living in the Hammond-Harwood House, it
is believed the property along King George Street was used as
rental during his lifetime.

Upon the death of Chase in 1828, his numerous lots were devised
among his five children. The Hammond-Harwood House was conveyed to
Frances Townley Chase Loockerman, while the property along the
northeast side of King George Street south of Maryland Avenue was
bequeathed to Hester Anne Chase. Chase, born in July 1791, was the
youngest of Judge Chase’s children. Unmarried, Chase purchased the
Chase-Lloyd House at 22 Maryland Avenue (1769-1774, William
Buckland) following the circa 1847 fire that destroyed her primary
residence at the King George Street property. Subsequently, the
site was improved by the construction of a one-and-a-half-story
wood frame dwelling with a large wood frame stable to the rear that
Chase utilized as rental property.

As one of three nieces to inherit property from Chase in 1875,
Hester Anne Chase Ridout became the sole owner of the King George
Street property. The 1880 census records indicate the dwelling was
leased to United States Naval Academy gardener Martin Stein. An
immigrant from Germany, Stein lived in the dwelling with his wife
and seven children until his death by drowning in Baltimore in
1885.

In December 1888, the estate of Hester Anne Chase Ridout, deceased,
was bequeathed to her niece Sallie Hammond Marriott Chase (1834-
1911). Unmarried, Sallie Chase retained ownership until 1890, when
it was conveyed to Dennis and Anna A. Griffin for $3,000. Griffin,

2 Henry Wright, "204 King George Street, Annapolis, MD:

Excavation of Hypocaust," circa 1957. The discovery of early 19th
century artifacts could suggest that the hypocaust was constructed
between 1800-1825, rather than c¢irca 1847 as insinuated by
historical documentation; yet, additional documentation and
physical investigations must be conducted to more fully understand
this structure and its history.
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originally from County Limerick, Ireland, was the superintendent’s
coachman at the United States Naval Academy and caretaker of
government farms.

BUILDING HISTORY

Within months of purchasing the parcel, Griffin began to subdivide
the King George Street property into six lots, selling them
individually. The property now designated as 206 King George
Street was purchased in 1894 by Adolph and Annie Torovsky. Between
1894 and 1896, the Italianate style dwelling was constructed on the
property fronting King George Street. Torovsky was assessed in
1896 for a single frame dwelling sited on a lot measuring 25 feet
by 155 feet, valued at $1,875.

Adolph  Torovsky (circa 1867-1945) was born in  Prague,
Czechoslovakia. Torovsky studied under Johann Strauss, II in
Vienna, where he was a member of the 26th Hungarian Regiment Band.
He immigrated to the United States in 1892, moving to Annapolis to
sexrve as trumpet player for the Naval Academy Band. Torovsky
retired as director of the band in 1922.3

Between 1901 and 1903, over half of the block on which 206 King
George Street was constructed had been purchased by the United
States Naval Academy for future expansions. All of the wood frame
and brick dwellings, the majority of which had been erected between
1844 and 1891, were razed. The wood frame dwelling utilized as
rental housing by the Chase/Ridout family was also demolished to
allow for the construction of officers’ housing.* By 1913, a
security fence was constructed directly to the southeast of 198
King George Street and 195 Hanover Street to separate the town from
the school, thereby obscuring the circa 1908 dwellings erected by
the Naval Academy.

Adolph Torovsky and his wife Annie sold the King George Street
property where they lived in 1944 to Inez Zaragoza Moss, the widow
of Robert Graham Moss. Inez Moss retained ownership for only two
years, selling the property in 1946 when she relocated to Montana.

3 Robert Harry McIntire, Annapolis Maryland Families,
(Baltimore, MD: GCateway Press, Inc., 1980), p. 714.

4 sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1903.
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The dwelling was purchased by Sarah. 0. Schlacks of Germantown,
Pennsylvania.

The city directory for 1954, the year Schlacks conveyed the
property to Carl McMillan, indicate 206 King George Street was
leased to Mrs. Vivian W. Smith. Additionally, the city directory
notes the building was utilized for commercial purposes, known as
"Red Door Antiques." The McMillans, however, ceased to operate the
building commercially and occupied the dwelling until 1984, when
they moved to Canada. Present owners John A. and Joan D. Caldwell
have owned and occupied the dwelling since that time.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Western Shore

Chronological/Development Period (s):
Agricultural-Industrial Transition (1815-
%iggétrial/Urban Dominance (1870-1930)
Modern Period (1930-present)

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s):

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and
Community Planning

RESOURCE TYPE (S)

Category: Building

Historic Environment: Urban

Historic Function (s8): DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store
DOMESTIC/Kitchen/Garden Structure

Known Design Source: Unknown
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Chain of Title for 206 King George Street:

1772:

1772:

1790:

1793:

1795

1853

March 15, 1875:

December 18, 1888:

April 3, 1890:

Margaret Dulany Hamilton Murdock to
Richard Sprigg

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber DD 5 Folio 421

Daniel Dulany to Richard Sprigg
Confirmatory Deed

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber DD 5 Folio 422

Richard and Margaret Sprigg to John
Francis Mercer, son-in-law

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber JG 1 Folio 502

John Francis Mercer to Colonel John
Hoskins Stone

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber JG 3 Folio 318

Colonel John Hoskins Stone to Jeremiah
Townley Chase

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber JG 3 Folio 604

Jeremiah Townley Chase to daughter Hester
Anne Chase

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber SH 5 Folio 277

Hester Anne Chase devised to niece Hester
Anne Chase Ridout

Hester Anne Chase Ridout, wife of Samuel
Ridout, bequeathed to Sallie Hammond
Marriott Chase

Sallie H.M. Chase to Dennis Griffin
Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber SH 36 Folio 584
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September 28, 1894:

August 4, 1944:

September 9, 1946:

December 20, 1954:

December 6, 1984:
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Dennis Griffin to Adolph and Annie
Torovsky

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber SH 48 Folio 309

Adolph and Annie Torovsky to Inez 2Z.
Moss, widow

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber JHH 312 Folio 152

Inez Z. Moss, widow, to Sarah O. Schlacks
of Germantown, PA

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber JHH 382 Folio 112

Sarah 0. and William J. Schlacks, Jr. to
Carl H. and Marian O. McMillan

Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber JHH 888 Folio 585

Carl H. and Marian O. McMillan of Ottawa,
Canada to John A. and Joan D. Caldwell
Land Records of Anne Arundel County
Liber 3823 Folio 551




UNITED STATES NAvar ACADEMY
P 1400

470
i
A TEiATy

T, i)

= ey
PICD’P—.&

MAP OF ANNAPOLIS, No.4—6
Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation
1967; Revised 1991
Scale 1' = 200'




" r_
|
]

il
-
i

T
@ 4

... A




AA-1124
206 KIN6 GEORGE ST

ANNAPousf mp

TRACERIES
3 1195
MD SHFPO
LOOKING NE
| OF 3






AA-(1134
206 LING GEORGE ST

ANNAPous, MDD

TRACERIES

MARCH 1976

MD SHFPO

L oo INE EAST THRoueH ALLEY

20F 3







AA 124
200 KING GEORGE ST

ANNAPOLLS  MD
TRALERIES

MA\{ 1996

no StHpo

H\P0 CAUST, LEOKING EAST™

2 ofF 2



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST SURVEY NUMBER: ,AF;{L //84

I

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:
SHAW HOUSE
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES:

Zone/Easting/Northi
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET ng/Northing

Individual Structure Survey Form

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

s B gt 8

COUNTY: _Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN: Annapolis (
LOCATION: 206 King George '%%%2§E§Lusgé: SE ﬁez
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER:
COMMON NAME:
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR:
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: RES Map3a Par 130
OWNER: McMillan Carl H & M D PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
ADDRESS: 206 King George Excellent (x) Good ( )
Annapolis, MD 21401 Fair ( ) Poor: ( )
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME :
Yes ( 3 No () Restricted ( ) STYLE: Vernacular (A.F.)
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: O DATE BUILT:
Local ( State ( ) National ( ) 1885-1891
GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
— Structural System

1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(x)Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(x)
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty( %) Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle (x) side
Bonding Pattern: Other:
4, Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(X)Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers(x)Chimneys(x)Sheds( )Ells(x)
Wings ( )Other:
Roof Style: Gable(®Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( With Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other:
Number of Stories: 2% et
Number of Bays: 3 x 2 Entrance Location:

Approximate Dimensions:20 x 40

R
THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat(® )Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other:




I

-

ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Paired pedimented dormers possibly later; heavy bracketed wood cornice with deep
intermediate and end consoles. Molded caps at windows and transom 1lit door; later
stairs.

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Good example of Annapolis Federal Vernacular, important to streetscape and as
part of this row of similar structures.

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up(X)Densely-Built Up( )
Residential (x)Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

RECORDED BY:

Russell Wright
ORGANIZATION:

Historic Annapolis, Inc

DATE RECORDED: @’ / ¢ F 3 —4
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206 King George AAll3ﬂ
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County
Russell Wright July, 1982

Maryland Historical Trust,
Annapolis, Maryland
sWElevation/camera facing NE



