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_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCJENTIFIC 
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_NO -MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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CONDITION 
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-DETERIORATED 
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-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

----ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ ORIGINAL SITE 

- MOVED DAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Information relat1.ng to this site was given to John Nydalt , Nov . 
1978 for the H1stor1c Sites Survey he 1s preparing for the State 
Highway Administration . This s1 te is also included in the Anne 
Arundel County Cr1 t1cal Areas Ji ecornmendations . 
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Site: '£he r1Jins of the Cur Li!: Creek<. Iron F'ur11~ce c-.re loco. ';e'i or: the 

:3outh Shore of Furm1ce Creek, a bra!"lch of Curtis Creek, ai=pror.:ir•c...tel~~ 

t mile cast ('\f the .Ritchit: Hi C'hv:e:y o:"'f the .~or th sioe of Fu:ni:i.ce 

· .Bra:1ch Read o.nd i:/e:Jt of thf' c1 C V€· l:J: P' e 11 t known o.s P.b rimr.. r lee . 

The reins are loce:.tecl on & "ba.nt· aho,.·e tht' wc.:...ter . Th~re are 

son.e found a ti on stones s ti 11 1 n r lact:? with otb::r stories and bric~~ 

throue,hol. t '"the area. s or c ci i ,, ?. i n ·r a t '::!1 e s i t e in 
·~ .. 

1511 higl': ei rid 12" < 1 u.r:eter. ':'he St<=-r-Sp:. n~led Be- n!'!er Fla& Pou::;e 1 :'1 

This si 'te eve., th01;ph it i5 ~1erv clc("e to G. lot of [:;1·: }rlj '1~S 

trPES . 

. .. 

I 

' 



., 

was built ei.bout 1759 by C<::.leb arid r:<iward Do,.sey, (of .A.vo.lon) e:.~:l 

ilext:lnder ~wson who in 1758 ar11 iec'l fer a Fri t a~l Quod .Dat:int:u: 

(to what dC:l"'u~e - to o.scerta.in what dc..:r-::.ge wot1ld r<f-Slllt from the 
. 

::rant of c. fr&nchise) for 100 ucres for a furn:...ce to run pi~ ·iron 

en a bra.'Cch ~al led Lon~. ·arid r,e nrC::. nch nf a r the 1-'lEC:d of Curtis Cree1c. 

.,..he t-rr1· t. ···· s rr nte..l 0'1 11 nr1· 1 i- 17i:-c '":''nt;o l"'"r"~ce 1.:;:• -:: '01.·,i· 1_t. b'.'I .i. N -~d. •• C\ ' I J II .,. !t c : -· /,, • - - .., . ·~ ·-- -

Edw~rd Do~.;;~v a::d '·J'illic.sr• D0odwin, C:::.'1C Ci:ilec Dcr.se•r l::..ter piirchascd . 
' .f 

Alexander Iftwso11 1 s :!.ritr·rc-s~ ::_., t':1P ve'1t:t~r12. U.•.::-;o,., a.rid the ~crsev-s 

. . 
,jLnctio'1 ·.;it1! the DcrS(;.'' Estt.blishmt:nt £.t El'· P.idf o:::. After Ca leb 

Dcrse:,r' 5 cl ea i:h i :i 1772 Th~ Cu. ti: . Cret•k h': li i .,~;;; 1.1ere sold . 

On Ap:ril 23, 177~. S& rr: t:el Dor se~·, Jr . . CC'.~:·les Rid~elv, 1"ichael 

P·:iE, t-iilli:.H· 'Joo··Jwin,- and \·!illi.sr1 3t-ch<.irio.n, the co-rc;.r~!1er~ of t:i.: 

a~~~irs, sold the works to~ ~r. Willja~ Rbrk~r: who orerated the~ 

as the Cur tis Cree'- Iron 1ti".)rV.s . As late <:is l Sli.o thev were hein:; 

operated b? J . Ro.rl<er a na S!".''1 , 
.~ 

1·!illiarr P.c;.rkEr c.1.; So'l also 0rera tea ... 
a,, iron fc1-ndry in BC.1th.ore . 

bt: t ns i '1!' wa.ter t::-~ ns:por ta tio'1 to ~cod ad va.,, ta.~e broi · ~:t t i r add i t~cnal 

ore frc~ Whetsto~e and Gorscuch Points in B&lti~ore. 

Barker erc;;c ted a f ot~'1d rv o. t Curtis Crf'f '.'." i '1 1329 and this and 

c.ve 1<1~e ot:ti:nt of llf'10 to'ls of p:l.t! iron f0T' o '1ine-r:-')nth blu s t . Bv 

1&51 the;r had a c::.p~citv of aprroxi:;;:a.telv 2,0r0 tc'1.5 an"1uallv. The 

~nd tenoc: ty. 



.. 

,-......,. . 

Th2 ri opE:rt.v c:ontair~in~ l;h<: furneici:: • .. ;as p.P chu sed c: bent 1920 

-were stil: ~i3jb1e . 
. ... 

rurch~sed bv the St~tc R0~<ls Corrissin~ for th~ Ar; ~~~l ~xpressway • 

... 

I 



he site listed as Bar.ker•s old tur11&.ce and shows !$ structures 
2 

ooks 1n/;rovs parallel to the water. 



,, 
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It was b 0 1'!eved "l_::::.--~~ !'>ro e. .> -·-·~ ....... _ _ f;4! 

toe c1iSCOV€rV i'1 l06? Of th 0 t\!O ladle f.OtS 011er 1.0\ feet 0.WQ.Y L!'l'JI-

the fur~~ce in tin are6 not previously con~idered ~art cf the site 

cot:lc i "1n ice. te d.!1 even lc:.rr,er 0pE=-rc. tio!l. 

Irori bands used to hold t~e s1 p0 r hfatiri~ structure to~ether 

atop the f11rnace were fou'1d durin !· the r:a.rcn_, ier~g, E.Y.Ca~atio'l rro-

ject . Th~sa iron ba!1ds car be see~ in the icrc Thotcrrc..ph . 

r 

.ll • 
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L :>ed for tnt: .Arur;Jel E.."Cpress·,.;a v. This e:t.:'eF.i. is very clr:-:;e to develcped 

are~s b~t still ~~i~ &ins a feeli~~ of ~ator~l be~utv eue to the water, 

t'.:e lac!.: cf structL·res o., the "·or t!1 ~hart:, .:he i-n.!FD 1..r'lic:i blcc·, 

~ 

bo..nks whi:'.1 hide the low bric'r rw-ni'1!: stc..tic'1 . :'he G<::s and ' Electric 

Co~rany•s Slectric Tr&nswission lines ~rovide i::. ~le-~ b~ffer z~~e 

to the Sou t~. 
·l 

rt aq•ears t.ha t t~is c.re6 of severc.. l c.cres co1·ld b~ develcpec 

i~to a ~'<:r'· for the I-'orth C~·-,... .. ,. . Thi:: re is c. b!'id,..e & --d e:ri access 

be rrade frc~ behi~d the fdctoriFs off ?ur~ece ~ra1cn Road . 

:!. .rd.:' ill c::cross 'the creev cm11(1 be scree nee t 1r t:1e exi.· tin~ trees, 

the rura: f?F.lin~ ~lori~ the ~ater cru:d be ~~es~lVcd . 

The fur!1ace ruins could be the !cev C:.ttr&ctic'1 o~ the ~c..rk . 

'.l!!e: space directly aro"t:nd the fur'1ace shovl<.1 be fericed wh 1 lt. an 

.::.rcbeological di:. is uoderta\/:en . The fur..,<.?ce could bEt then reh:! l t 

~~3ed_ o""! thP evidence found. It is noss1ble tr.at fi••a.,cial st:orort 

for this proJect could be obtained from the varic~s iro~ and ste~l 

related indDstries i'1 the Ealtimcre area . I 
This is one of the few rer.:a1'1inr. iro11 furne:..ce sites i"; :·c.rvlar"!d 

a"lr. because Of its locatic,, il"l the J-:ea11ily fCfnlat~O Ce'lter c" 'e:.rvland 

cci..;ld be developed as a ir.a.: or t01:ris t at traction c.nd ser11e c..s &'1 

ej1,ca. tiom:l tool fo~ the Far 1rla 1c :>chcol svste~ . 

Excspt for b few scmrner c&bi~s built in the e&rlv 19CC's, t~ere 

have '1Cver been an.v buildir.gs en thi!: site 0":~1er· thc:..'j the irorl furnace 



about t'iis eo.rly iro'l indpstrv . A."l 2rche~lo!:ical stl'dy shol·ld be 

u-:derta 1·e ., eve1 if !'estor-tic ., ot th~ furr-c:.ce is not I-·lannea bec&:use 

tnis will be the last OD! ortt 1 '1i~· - tc ever ~o t;\-i::; . O::ie: bt;lldoZET' 

could i 11 one hour d es tr0y f creve~· wh<.. t 1 s ],cf t cf ttie furnc:.ce • .. 
The ::G tio .... e:.l Peir'< Se1·viee h&.s res tcred t

0

H? Rcrewell Iron Furnace 

about~te., ye~rs after C~rtis Creek, bn( i~ t~~~ed out o~lv 70C ... 
Ip 

of pi~ iron ~ :tear . Th<: si..~pe o'f 'this f ~ ""'.!:. C€ is ~ocewha t 

simi l&r t o the Curtis Creek ~uc~~ce . It is 2~' 2t the bas~ a1d 32' hifh 

The Pe-'1nsvlvani~ Fi -to~tce:l a:i: i'i..:aset•r Cr · issior\ h~s rr-storea 

the iT'On fur!laCe c1t Cor'1Wftll, Pe"!-:;~hlv~ni&. 'rt. is ft:'M'lf:Ce was 0"'1 r-1'1c.llYi 

built i-: 1742 cut WC:.S I'-;::•coelec i'1 1857 Wh€:-, i 1
• \•!b.S e'1l~!·~ed fro;-:i 

20 to 28 feet squ&re &t the b&se a'1d fro~ 11 to 21 feet sqv&re ot tte 

top . The waterwheel was rer oved e:;nc1 re· laced with a steal" e'1~111e . 

This furnace is restored to its appeara nee 11:!'le ~ i :-oc 1:c tioq s tarped 

in 1883. 

Both of these sites are o:re1 to the r t.:blic a.,t: I=rt:ivt- tlia t there 

interest in visitin~ tiJis t·-pe Ci re~tora~on. 

1 



'.:'h l ..i Re ro~' 't was c ,,,.. ; i :P•'°' f r·o· 
i '1( s,.. 11' . €..: ~ 

2op~ins Presice1t 1911 

2. Letter ::'rorr r·:- . Hobert Le€ '1~is to 1'rs . r~che:r~ .. n.'!!ee - net . 

3. Eor.~in~ ~tlas o~ lq7g - ner.ri~~ 1~69 
\ 

4 . !-'e:irtinct rar cf' 1.. . i\. . Co . l~EO 

5. ~!ar,rlo.nd Gazette , ?ta.rel'.; 28, l?EH P"; . 21 

t. Evcr.ir:.t Sun, Fri • . ~·arch ~9, 19c8 
• 7. Colo!1ials e.nn Fatriots , Xa tione:.l Ir'c.rt-: <";ervice 1~64,sp~s . 66- 68 

~ -. The Livi!17 Pc..s: of A!:-tricei - CornelillZ Vari-Jerbilt ., Jr ., P;::. 74 

0 2. Cor~~~11 Fur~~ce Folcters by the Pen'1~ylv~~1~ ~i~toTic~l 
~1d ~useu• Ccrr~issir1 

i.C. Colc!liC::.] Craftsr e., - LC.i·:i., '!1u .... is - rP's. 147-l;'L. 
(Co"lt:::.ins '"letc..ilEd ir:'c"'r~tic~ r,.;.,c:..•: t::-.:: e:::!':·: i.,..,....,_ r'c. i.,s- ;-r-cce:;s) 

11 . Q~ ~itc Ins pect~~~ l06~ - Photo T&~P- c~ ~~in~ 
0.., c::;ite I:isr.c:·C\:io., with··~ . fcb~r-t L. "'&•is, .~::..,. 17, 19~6 

.Larrv R . Pa1·l 
Feb . 10, 1C76 

·" 
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FIRST ABTIFACfS - Irun baada used 
to bold tbe 5Uper~eattag struc:lure together 
atop the Curtl" Creek furnace, are displayed 
by the Rev. John A. Granl, prujed director. 
According to Rev. Grant. lhey are the firSt 

tangible e\ idenL-e of U12 iron ore operation. 
They \\ere dug up b) Boy Scouts who w.ere 
assisting \1ilh the eXC3\'ation aud ~h~aring 
process. 

tbroughoul Maryland and PenmylvaDla. 
Tbe foundry and furuace sites bave beea 
delermtaed and wbeo tbe area is deared of 
underbrush. tunher excavaUoa '1ld dit:llDI 
,,...,, ntn..,,.~ '" ninrn11't VDrif!.U!I baild1D!(S. 

. >£• > 

1 

~rowle 
&capes 
From 
TwQ county 

schools were taq 
ly Monday mon 
\¥83 reported 1 
polic.! ::atated. 

Officer Jose1 
reported a bre~ 
J .. cobsviUI! El 
about 6 am 
pry marks on 
of the north s~ 

Sgt. H 
Outs la 
A3rma 
Sergeant St 

son of Mr. 
W. Hoffman 
dr •• has rece1 
Force Commf 
Pease AFB.~ 

Ser~ear.t 
st.ruction eq 
was decora 
service at Pl 
He was c1taa 
proCes:i1onal s 
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bul soineLimc before t 82..i, 

"S before, its present, mon· 
cylinders" took over. Thcsl· 
1n above the water wheel 

gc. They arc coopcrrd with 
l metal hoops. Cranks 011 

ly raise anti lower pistons in 

system of flap v<ilvcs m:ikc:. 

; at one encl whih• il cxh~1lcs 
.he two give the effect of four 
1lar, cq uali1ing chest stands 

crs. Air under a pressure of 
s of a pound per squan· inch 

to the tuy~re through a large 

11oulc· about fo~1r feet long, 

1 the blast. lronworkers com

"tooycr," or, like thl' black-

1." It pierces the wall unclcr 
Ol or SO above lhl' kvel of lhC 

canh and its blast is directed 
hc btn nin~ charroal i11 till' 

i·d from the ore, it ran down 
1le called the lll'al'lh. pan ur 
1ryond a cu1taiu \\all (till' 
H-.nth under tht· cac;linl{ ai di, 
. t.d was held b.1ck by the clam 
ll' dam, stopped by an t·a~ilY 
~. allowed the fuman· to hl' 

I. I 1·· \ ice in twe1\I~- our 1ou ~. · 
c, tht: ''dntkr hok," in tht' 
n:h<'arth a11d al one ~icle \nut 
i ug)' was opc1w<l t•vc I)' hour 

~slag that accumulatccl "" the 

in tht• hearth. 
oduct of an iron furnan· '~;1~ • 

•ight for rcmi·hing and C:\)l~ll~ . .. 

I 
.· 
~ 

Diagram of a late J 8th-w1lt1!Y iron J11mart Jimifar la floprwfll 

the uranchcs, and l~y in them bubbling. When 
all were full, the crucihlt• was empt}' and thc hole 
in the dam was replugged to accurnulatt· another 
run. 

The founders broke the pigs off the sows with 
hammers when 1he mt'lal cooled, and hroke up 
tlw ir~~- in the other trenches into portable 
pieces. The thick piece from the main trench was 

the sow. It wc·i~ht•d upward of two hundn·d 
' pounds; a pig weight·<l sixty or scvc111y. The 

Y. whok run was weijlhc<l on a stct·l-vard llCillc• and 

lll''1 1 C".><t 

,, 
( 

W11tl L Vil 
I 

. J. / 

•' 
./ 

... 
" t 

carwd wooden panern into 1hc sand floor. 
Au~u~linc Washington cast tombstone-shaped 

rircbacks at Accokc<'k from pauerns dated 1726-
thc d~1tl' of a pa11crn is, <Jf course, no guara.ntee of 
thr d.1tc of tlw rasting. 

Hopewell cast firebacks, too, but by the time 
it started smelting, people had begun to heat 
their houses with s1ovcs made of Oat iron plates 
l1oh1•d togt·thcr. The plates could be cas1 as 

as foc·hack~. and Hopewell made hun-


