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Capsule Summary for 4 Randall Place (AA-1R17)

Located on a parcel of land that was originally part of the Bordley-Randall house property, the
house at 4 Randall Place was erected in 1896-1897. The house was built by Joseph R. Wilmer
and remained in Wilmer family hands until 1939 when the house was sold to Noah and Amelia
Hillman. The house is currently owned and occupied by Dick Hillman, former mayor of

Annapolis, and his wife Lisa.

The house at 4 Randall Place is a large two-and-one-half-story dwelling designed in the Shingle
style of architecture. Although the house appears to have been erected as a single building, it
was actually built in two distinct phases that were well integrated into one another. The first
section, a long, rectangular structure with a side gable, was greatly enlarged in the mid-20th
century, to include a garage with a second floor apartment and extensions on the north and west

sides of the original house.

The history of 4 Randall Place illustrates the subdivision of large 18th century Annapolis estates
into smaller parcels in the 19th century and the subsequent development of these subdivisions. In

addition, the house provides an excellent local example of the Shingle style of architecture.
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1. Name of Property

historic name
other names 4 Randall Place

2. Location

street & number _4 North Street not for publication
city or town _Annapolis : vicinity
State Maryland code county _Anne Arundel code

zip code _21401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

5. Classification

Ownership of Property /Check all that apply)
X private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
1 building(s)

district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1l Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?

Yes _X Name of Listing _Annapolis Historic District
No
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _Domestic : Sub:

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _Domestic Sub:

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Shingle Style

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Brick
roof Slate Shingles
walls _Wood Shingle

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components 1lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or 1is 1likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

@ = N v 0 w

owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object,or structure.
a éommemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance _1896-1921

Significant Dates 1896-1897
1913-1921

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Noah Hillman

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder _unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. 8-1
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Articles, Books, Published and Unpublished Sources

Anderson, Elizabeth B. Annapolis: A Walk Through History.
Centreville, MD: Tidewater Publishers, 1984.

Annapolis Historic District. National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form. 1984.

Anne Arundel County Land Records. Anne Arundel County Courthouse
and Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland.

Erlandson, Robert. "Annapolis Eyes History." The Baltimore Sun.
March, 28, 1965.

The Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan. Maryland

Historical Trust. Department of Economic and Community
Development, June 1986.

Papenfuse, Edward. "Southern Urban Society after the Revolution:
Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final Report for NEH Grant #H69-
0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation, 1969.

Record Group 29 "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1900, 1910
and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

"State Reveals Details of New Legislative Buildings Here." The
Evening Capital. August 6, 1965.

Maps and Drawings

Gray’s New Map of Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, MD., 1877.
Hopkins, G.M. Map of Annapolis, 1877.

Map of Annapolis, Southern Map Company, Baltimore, MD., 1905.
Plan of Annapolis, Geo. H. Shafer, 25 July 1718.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1897, 1903, 1908,
1913, 1921, 1930, 1954.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _less than 1 acre

Verbal Boundary Descriptién (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The property comprising 4 Randall Place occupies the entire Parcell
1077 on Map 32.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

Parcel 1077 has been associated with 4 Randall Place since the
building’s construction in 1896-1897.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _Kim Williams/Architectural Historian

organization _Traceries date _11/23/92
street & number _1606 20th St., N.W. telephone ((202) 232-6870
city or town Washington, D.C. state zip code 20009

12. Property Owner

name _Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hillman
street & number 4 Randall Place telephone 263-1844
city or town Annapolis state MD zip code
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The house at 4 Randall Place is located directly north of State
Circle near the intersection of the circle and North Street.
Randall Place, laid in 1896, is a narrow pedestrian cobblestone
path which meanders its way between State Circle and College
Avenue. The house at 4 Randall Place, built in 1896-1897 to face
this cobblestone way, is the center of three residences designed
around the same time period and having similar stylistic
treatments. Although the house was originally oriented to face
Randall Place, it today features an entrance on North Street as
well as Randall Place, and is listed alternatively as 4 North
Street and 4 Randall Place.

The house is an imposing two-and-one-half-story structure designed
in the Shingle style manner. Characteristic of the Shingle style,
this house features asymmetrical massing, an irreqular roof
consisting of a series of gables and cross gables, projecting bays,
soaring chimney stacks, an all-encompassing and overhanging roof,
and most importantly, walls clad with dark cedar shingles. The
building’s projections and recessions, along with its asymmetrical
architectural treatment combine to create a picturesque quality to
the dwelling that is further enhanced by its park-like setting.

Although it appears today to be a large, rambling house built at
one time, the dwelling was actually constructed in two separate
phases. The original part, constructed in 1896-1897, was a two-
and-one-half-story building whose 1long, rectangular footprint
extended from North Street to Randall Place (Court). A slightly
projecting side gable and a single-story porch were located along
the north side elevation. The house retained this configuration
until the period between 1913 and 1921 when a garage and south side
projecting gable were added to the house and the west elevation was
slightly extended. These additions were well-integrated into the
existing building, giving the house the appearance of having been
erected as a single building.

The North Street elevation (west elevation), which currently serves
as the principal facade, consists of an extension to the original
west elevation as well as the front elevation of the garage
addition. It appears that the west elevation of the original house
was extended at the same time the garage was added. This part of
the west elevation features an unadorned plane with an entry door
and single window set within the first floor level. The second
level is unfenestrated, while an attic level, differentiated from
the second floor by a wood corniceboard, features two awning
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windows perched under the overhanging jerkin-head roof. Abutting
the north end of this part of the west elevation, and well-
integrated into it, is the projecting two-story garage addition
covered by a wide, front gable roof. The first floor of the garage
features a large car door opening, while the second floor, serving
as an apartment and overhanging the garage door, is pierced by a
band of wood casement windows. The entire elevation is irregularly
massed and treated in an asymmetrical manner. Both of these
additions to the building are set upon concrete foundations that
abut the brick foundation laid in 6-course American bond of the
original 1896-1897 section of the house.

The south side elevation consists of a long wall plane broken on
center by the central projecting bay that was added during the mid-
20th century additions and alterations to the house. This
projecting bay, which allowed for a limited increase in useable
space on the interior, 1is similarly set wupon a concrete
foundation.! The gable end of the projecting bay is sheathed with
a stucco finish that is similarly found in the gable ends of the
original 1896-1897 parts of the house. The roofline on this side
of the house is overhanging with a shed roof dormer on one side of
the projecting gable and chimney stacks projecting well above the
roofline. This elevation features groups of double-hung wood sash
placed in either pairs, triples or single groupings.

The east end elevation of the house faces Randall Court. The gable
end, facing directly onto the court, features a triple window
grouping of 9/1-1light double-hung wooden sash on both the first and
second floors. Pairs of wood casement windows puncture the attic
level in the stuccoed gable end.

The north elevation today consists of what appears to have been the
principal facade of the original 1897 house, with the rear
elevation of the mid-20th century garage addition abutting the
original house. The original portion is asymmetrically treated
with a long, wall surface and projecting bay reaching the full two-
and-one-half-stories of the house. While the projecting bay

! Examination of the foundation from the cellar reveals the partial
demolition of the original brick foundation to allow for the addition of this
projecting bay. The original foundation walls indicate, as do historic maps,
that the original elevation was simply one, flat wall surface.
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presents a relatively balanced appearance with groups of three
window openings on the first and second floors and pairs in the
attic 1level, the flat wall surface is left asymmetrical and
unbalanced. This long wall 1is fenestrated by randomly placed
window openings on the first and second levels and a door opening
on the first floor. Despite its unassuming appearance, this door
appears to have been the principal and possibly, only, entry into
the house.

The garage addition extends beyond the projecting gable and
features a door opening that leads directly to the apartment above
the garage space. This door, with its classical projecting
pediment supported by Doric columns, is a recent addition.

While the original portion and the additions to 4 Randall Place
appear well integrated on the exterior, the interior of 4 Randall
Place is distinctly divided into the main part of the house and the
garage and its apartment. The main part of the house, laid out in
a side-facing T-plan, was originally entered from the north
elevation facing Randall Place. The entry door leads directly into
a large square foyer room with a 1living room and dining
room/library suite located to either side. The four-panelled wood
door, not original, is flanked by the original side panels and side
lights with patterned leaded panes. A dogleg staircase at the
southeast corner of the entrance foyer features panelled side
walls, turned balusters, bowtell banister, and square newel posts
with lantern newel caps.

To the west of the foyer is the living room with a fireplace along
the south wall and windows piercing the north and west walls. To
the east of the foyer is the dining room/library suite. This
suite, probably originally one room, was divided into two rooms by
a wall with a central, shared chimney. The dining area contains
a bay window along the north wall with a set of three windows, a
chair rail and plaster ceiling moldings.

Oon the other side of the chimney is a small library: this space was
pushed out or extended during the addition to the house when the
projecting bay was added along the south wall.

A kitchen is located in the 20th century addition to the front of
the house and is reached through an awkward corridor from the
dining room. The kitchen is equipped with modern appliances and
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fixtures and retains few original details. A door on the north
wall of the house leads to the one-car garage. From the garage, a
door leads to a stair that ascends to the garage apartment above.?
The apartment space is divided into a series of small rooms.

The second floor of the main house, reached by the dogleg staircase
in the main hall, consists of three bedrooms off of the second
floor hall. The master bedroom is located at the east end and
extends the full width of the house. This bedroom features windows
with molded surrounds on the north and east walls and fireplace on
the south wall. The fireplace mantel is designed in an attenuated
Greek Revival style with fluted pilasters supporting the projecting
mantel shelf. Centrally placed on the mantel frieze is a Greek
urn or vase in a slightly raised wood relief.

The two other bedrooms on the west side of the central hall
similarly have the original window moldings, but do not have
fireplaces.

? This door in the garage opens onto a landing that is also accessed by an
exterior door; the apartment can therefore be approached from the exterior or
through the garage.
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The house at 4 Randall Place, located on a portion of the land that
was originally part of the Bordley-Randall house property,
contributes to the understanding of the development of the City of
Annapolis from the 18th century until the mid-20th century. The
history of the property known as 4 Randall Place illustrates the
subdivision of large 18th century Annapolis estates into smaller
parcels in the 19th century and the subsequent development of these
subdivisions. In addition, the house at 4 Randall Place provides
an excellent local example of the Shingle style of architecture.

This property was originally located on the large tract of land
associated with the Bordley-Randall house. This large tract was
bounded by College Avenue (originally called Tabernacle Avenue),
Prince George Street, Maryland Avenue, State Circle and North
Street and was owned by the Thomas Bordley family from 1726 to
1810. In 1811, John Johinson bought the land and began to subdivide
it. By 1845, the subdivisions of land had become so complex that
a lawsuit resulted. Ultimately, the Bordley-Randall house and its
land parcel, as well as other parcels of land once forming the
larger tract were purchased by Alexander Randall. The parcel of
land on which the house at 4 Randall Place stands today, remained
in Randall family hands until 1896. At that time, the cobblestone
path known as Randall Place or Randall Court was laid®and the
parcel sold, by the trustees of Alexander Randall, to Joseph R.
Wilmer. Wllmer, a professor (possibly at St. John s College in
Annapolls ), built the original rectangular-shaped house by 1897.
In the period between 1913 and 1921, the house was expanded to
incorporate a large garage and increased living space. The
property and all its improvements remained in the Wilmer family
hands until 1939. 1In 1939, Noah and Amelia Hillman purchased the
house and property from Wilmer family trustees. Noah Hillman
served as an alderman in the City of Annapolis. As alderman,
Hillman was responsible for proposing an ordinance in the spring of
1965 that would designate boundaries for an historic district and
create a five-member Historic District Commission to review new
constructions, alteratlons and demolitions within the proposed
historic dlstrlct. This ordinance was adopted in 1966 and formed

3 Liber GW3, Folio 375.

* Research indicates that Wilmer was not a professor at the Naval Academy;
st. John’'s archives have not been investigated.

®* Robert Erlandson, "Annapolis Eyes History", The Sun, March 28, 1965.
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the basis for the city’s historic preservation process today.
Ironically, however, Jjust several months after his proposed
ordinance, Noah Hillman’s house at 4 Randall Place was threatened
by demolition for the construction of a Senate Office Building.
This plan, presented in an August 1965 newspaper article, was not
carried out.®

In 1977, Noah and Amelia Hillman conveyed the house and property to
their son and daughter-in-law, Richard and Lisa Hillman (Liber
2945, Folio 47). Richard Hillman served as mayor of Annapolis from
1981 to 1985.

¢ »state Reveals Details of New Legislative Buildings Here," The Evening
Capital, August 6, 1965.
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Historic Period Theme: Architecture, Landscape Architecture &
Community Planning

Geographic Organization: Western Shore
Chronological/Developmental Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance

Resource Type(s): Standing Structures
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Legal Records

Liber JHN 2, folio 440 ' : Liber FSR 61, folio 189
Liber GW3, folio 375 Liber JHH 215, folio 215
Liber GW 83, folio 333 Liber 2945, folio 47

Liber WNW 27, folio 464
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SURVEY NUMBER: }
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST . A,A, a__/-_?.l_l
~ [

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:
SHAW HOUSE :
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES: o

Zone/Easting/Northi
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET g/Northing ,

Individual Structure Survey Form ]
U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: i

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: ;

{ COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN: Annapolis o
: PRESENT USE: .
LOCATION:  , Nortnh st.(aso 4Randall PL)  |Foprcinar ISJSE: o g::, —
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: B
COMMON NAME:
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: .
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: RES Map 32Par 602 |
OWNER: . I1Icrd PNYIITS F a2 form PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: *
ADDRESS® > Randall P1. ﬁe&jqcof:co(- Excellent ( ) Good (¥ i
Annapolis, MD 21401 agwnev Fair () Poor: ( ) {
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME : ,
Yes (X) No () Restricted ( ) ||STYLE: Shingle
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: (::2 DATE BUILT:
Local (, State () National ( ) 1891-1897

[GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick( JConcrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(x)
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle(®)Shiplap( )
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )
Bonding Pattern: Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood( ¥Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate( ®Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers(X)Chimneys(*)Sheds( )Ells(*)
Wings (X Other:
Roof Style: Gable( )Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )
Other: Multi
Number of Stories: 2%
Number of Bays: 4 x 7 Entrance Location:
Approximate Dimensions: 35 x 68

3vd Bay Fm Left

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat( ® Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other:




ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

- a2
AR Cas

'Clipped~hipped roof with cross gable at rear, typical of Shingle
Style massing; casement windows at upper floors, double hung at first in
groups of two and three; massive collection of chimneys to punctuate roof
line; shed dormer at side elevation.

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Important example of Shingle Style with varied roof forms and overhangir
second story, heavy eaves. Important to streetscape.

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up(\ADensely-Built Up( )
Residential( )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

RECORDED BY:
Russell Wright

Historic Annapolis, Inc

ORGANIZATION: ~

g

DATE RECORDED: %‘j iz 3
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4 North St. aa \D\7
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County
Russell Wright July, 1982

Maryland Historical Trust,
Annapolis, Maryland
W€ Elevation/camera facingSW



