
capsule summary for s Randall court (AA-1318) 

The duplex, located at 5 and 6 Randall Court, was constructed 

between the years 1908 and 1913. Built as two single family 

dwellings with an interior connecting parlor door, the houses 

appear as one individual building. The two-and-half-story 

houses, documented to be constructed by Joseph Wilmer, are 

similar in size and scale to other structures on the block, 

especially 4 Randall Court, which was the home of Wilmer. 

Constructed with the main entries facing Randall Court, 

historically called Ran~all Place, the houses are located on 

property that was originally part of the large tract of land 

associated with the Bordley-Randall house. The construction of 

the building provides a good example of the subdivision and 

development of a once-large 18th century Annapolis estate into a 

more densely-built area. 

The single family dwellings were owned and leased by the same 

owners from the time of their construction until the late 1930s. 

Since that time the houses have been owner occupied. The house 

located at 5 Randall Court has had little or no visible 

alterations to the interior or exterior. 
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=================================================================== 
1. Name of Property 
=================================================================== 
historic name 
other names 5 Randall Court; 5 Randall Place; 5 North Street 
=================================================================== 
2. Location 
=================================================================== 
street & number 5 Randall Court not for publication 
city or town -=A=n=n=a~p~o=l~1=·=s~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ vicinity 
state Maryland code county code 
zip code 
=================================================================== 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
=================================================================== 
4. National Park Service Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
=================================================================== 
5. Classification 
=================================================================== 
Ownership of Property (Check all that apply) 

~x~ private 
public-local 

~~ public-State 
~~ public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
~-1- building(s) 

district 
site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

~1~ buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Is this property listed in the National Register? 
Yes ~X~ Name of Listing Annapolis Historic District 
No 
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=================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
=================================================================== 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 

=================================================================== 
7. Description 
=================================================================== 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
Shingle Style 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation --=s~t=o=n~e;_~~~~~~~~~~~~~­
roof Standing Seam Metal 
walls Wood Shingles over Frame 

other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition 
of the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. 7-1 
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=================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
=================================================================== 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more 
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing) 

A 

B 

__ x_ c 

D 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistiri values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

c a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 
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=============================================--===================== 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance ____..1~9~0~8~--1=""-9=1=3~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Significant Dates 1908-1913 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder _..;::u=n=k=n=o~w=n::..:......~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of 
the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. 8-1 
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=================================================================== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
=================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in 
preparing this form.} 

Articles, Books, Published and Unpublished Resources 

Anderson, Elizabeth B. Annapolis: A Walk Through History. 
Centreville, MD: Tidewater Publishers, 1984. 

Anne Arundel County Assessment Records. 1876-1896; 1896-1905; 
1904-1910. Maryland State Archives. Record Group C35. 

Anne Arundel County Land Records. Anne Arundel County Courthouse 
and Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland. 

Mcintire, Robert Harry. Annapolis Maryland Families. Baltimore: 
Gateway Press, Inc., 1979. 

The Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan. Maryland 
Historical Trust. Department of Economic and Community 
Development, June 1986. 

Papenfuse, Edward. "Southern Urban Society after the Revolution: 
Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final Report for NEH Grant 
#H69-0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation, 1969. 

Record Group 29 "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1900, 1910 
and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 

Maps and Drawings 

Bird's Eye View of the City of Annapolis, Chas. Magnus, 1864, 
Reproduced, 1967. 
Gray's New Map of Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, MD., 1877. 
Hopkins, G.M. Map of Annapolis, 1878. 
Map of Annapolis, Southern Map Company, Baltimore, MD., 1905. 
Plan of Annapolis, Geo. H. Shafer, 25 July 1718. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1897, 1903, 1908, 
1913, 1921, 1930, 1954. 

Photographs 

Hayman Collection, 1920ca-1930ca. Record Group SC1406. Annapolis, 
Maryland: Maryland State Archives. 
Mame Warren Collection, 1859-1910. Record Group SC985. Annapolis, 
Maryland: Maryland State Archives. 
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=================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
=================================================================== 
Acreage of Property less than 1 acre 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the 
property.) 

The property designated 5 Randall Court occupies Parcel 1076 on Tax 
Map 32 of Annapolis. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

This parcel has been associated with the property since the 
construction of the attached.dwellings on the site between 1908 and 
1913. 

=================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
=================================================================== 
name/title Kim Williams & L. Trieschmann/Architectural Historians 
organization Traceries date June 18. 1993 
street & number 3712 Thronaoole Street telephone (301) 656-2142 
city or town Chevy Chase state -11Q__ zip code 20815 
===================================================--==== 
12. Property owner 
=================================================================== 
name Mrs. Wye J. Allanbrook 
street & number 5 Randall Court 
city or town ~A~n=n~a~p~o~l~i~s~~~~~~~~~ 

telephone 280-5263 
state MIL_ zip code 21401 

=================================================================== 
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The duplex, located at 5 and 6 Randall Court, was constructed 
between the years 1908 and 1913. The houses front on North Street 
to the south and a walkway in Randall Court to the north. 
Constructed as two single family dwellings with an interior 
connecting parlor door, the houses appear as an individual 
building. The two-and-one-half-story houses, documented to be 
constructed by Joseph Wilmer, are similar in size and scale to 
other structures on the block, especially 4 Randall Court, which 
was the home of Wilmer. The front elevation faces onto Randall 
Court, while the south elevation extends along North Street. The 
west and east elevations .are separated from the neighboring 
dwellings by approximately 15 feet. The front entry of 6 Randall 
Court has been moved ~o the west elevation and the inset porch 
enclosed. The eastern portion of the duplex, located at 5 Randall 
Court, has no known exterior alteration. 

Built in the Shingle Style, the duplex at 5 and 6 Randall Court is 
an expansive, two-and-half-story, wood shingle building with a 
cross gambrel roof covered in standing seam metal. The front 
elevation, approximately 80 feet wide, is six bays wide and 
originally featured two separate porch entries that mirrored one 
another. The wide overhanging cornice emphasizes the gambrel 
roofline. A wooden beltcourse protrudes from above the first story 
windows. The roof is covered with standing seam metal. Two 
exterior corbel capped brick chimneys, of 7 course American bond 
brick, project from the west and east elevations. A large shared 
interior brick chimney protrudes from the center of the building. 
The full basement, with one interior division wall, can be accessed 
from the interior of each house. The composition stone foundation 
is visible from the interior of the basement. The basement has 
vertical 3-light hopper windows. 

The front elevation of 5 Randall Court features, on the first 
floor, a front gambrel entry bay and a modest front gable bay. The 
recessed porch, located in the gambrel bay, features a main entry 
flanked by leaded glass sidelights. The entry door is wood and 
glass with recessed panels. The second story gambrel roof is 
supported by three tuscan columns with a wide entablature, set on 
a stone pier foundation. The second story of the gambrel bay has 
two 2/1 windows and one 2/1 window in the attic story. The window 
surrounds are plain with a slightly projecting lintel. The front 
gable bay has 2/1 ribbon windows on the first and second story with 
the same projecting lintel. 

The east elevation, approximately 40 feet deep, has an exterior end 
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brick chimney flanked by two 6-light casement windows on the first 
story, and two 2/ 1 windows on the second story. A shed roof dormer 
has been added to the gambrel roof at the second story on the 
northeast corner. 

The south elevation, located on North Street, has the identical 
window placement as 6 Randall Court. Two side entries are located 
in a recess situated in the center of the building where the houses 
divide. The windows are single and double 2/1 or 6-light 
casements. The casement windows exist between the actual floor 
levels and are located on the landings of the interior main stairs. 
A shed roof dormer is located on the second story on the southeast 
corner. The windows surrounds are plain with projecting lintels. 
A ribbon 10-light casement window has been installed in the 
recessed entry. 

The interior of the house at 5 Randall Court is a two room plan 
with a large side hall. The main entry on Randall Court leads into 
the large hall that contains a substantial dog-legged stairway and 
a monumental rough cut stone mantle and chimney breast. The thin 
pine wood floors run the width of the room. The baseboards are 
eight inches in height and are topped with a bowtell molding. A 
molded plate rail has been added approximately five feet from the 
floor. Crown molding, with a ovolo pattern, encompasses the room. 
The door and window molding is plain with a wide entablature and 
projecting cornice. The dog-leg stairway, approximately four feet 
wide, has an open flight with two recessed panel newel posts. The 
starting step of the stair has circle ends. The open stringer has 
panels with square nosing on the treads. The square balusters 
support the carved rail, which is typical of the 1904-1927 period. 
The half-landing has landing square newel posts, without the 
panels. The second floor landing has double square newels that 
extend to the first floor ceiling, creating square drops. The 
rough cut stone chimney breast, located on the east wall, has a 
projecting stone mantle shelf and a stone hearth. 

The main parlor, located to the west of the hall, is accessed 
through an arched opening with a keystone. The molding, with the 
exemption of the plate rail and addition of a chair rail, is the 
same as the main hall. A built-in bookcase was added in the late 
1980s by the present owner and the original bookcase was removed 
from the narrow west interior wall. An arched cabinet, with 
exposed wood and glass doors, was created, possibly in the 1940s, 
when the interior passageway between 5 and 6 Randall Court was 
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enclosed. Double panelled doors lead into the kitchen, which was 
renovated in 1988. At that time, the butler's stairs and the 
pantry were removed from the first floor. A balustrade and rail 
remain in the original opening to the landing. 

The second floor of the house has the same molding and flooring as 
the first floor. The central leads into one bathroom and four 
bedrooms. A small speaking tube is located in the hall between two 
of the bedrooms. The bathroom was renovated in the 1940s. The 
large bedrooms have closets.that have been added at a later date 
evidenced by the existence of baseboard in the closet. A picture 
rail, in all four bedrooms, is located at the base of the window 
entablature. The southeast bedroom has an open/closed dog-legged 
stair with the same paneled newel and square balusters as exist in 
the main stair hall on the first floor. The stairs lead to a half­
landing, closed from view by a five paneled door, that extends to 
the full attic. The walls of the half-landing are stucco with the 
same molding seen throughout the house. The closed stairs of the 
butler that lead to the attic have been hidden from view by a door 
in the second floor hall. At an unknown point in time, the stair 
hall was used as bathroom and a toilet was installed at the 
landing. The ceiling was removed and a higher ceiling was 
installed, creating a counter-like effect in the attic above, to 
allow for adequate headroom. The bathroom was removed in 1988 by 
the present owner. 

The attic, originally one room extending the length of 5 and 6 
Randall Court, was divided possibly at the same time as the 
basement. The floor is finished in random width wood boards, while 
the walls and ceiling remain unfinished. The stair walls have 
beaded board. 
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Built in the period 1908-1913, the two attached houses at 5 and 6 
Randall Court, historically Randall Place, are located on property 
that was originally part of the large tract of land associated with 
the Bordley-Randall house. The construction of the building 
provides a good example of the subdivision and development of a 
once-large 18th century Annapolis estate into a more densely-built 
area. 

Designated as Lots 76, 77, 78, 79 and 80 on the Stoddert Map of 
1718, the Bordley-Randall house property was originally bounded by 
College Avenue (originally called Tabernacle Avenue), Prince George 
Street, Maryland Avenue, State Circle and North Street. The Thomas 
Bordley family, who owned the property form 1726 to 1810 built the 
large Bordley-Randall house. In 1811, following John Beale 
Bordley's death, John Johnson, Chancellor of Maryland, bought the 
property and sold it that same year to William S. Green. In 1847, 
Alexander Randall purchased the property and, during the latter 
half of the 19th century, began to subdivide and improve portions 
of the large tract of land with commercial and residential 
buildings. 

Following Alexander Randall's death in 1880, the parcel of land on 
which 5 and 6 Randall Court stand today was acquired, in 1897, by 
Randall family member Wyatt Wirt Randall, grandson of Alexander 
Randall, from Alexander Randall trustees. At that time, the 
cobblestone path known as Randall Place was laid. 1 In 1903, Wyatt 
Wirt Randall sold the property to Joseph R. Wilmer. Six years 
earlier, in 1896, Joseph R. Wilmer, a professor, had purchased the 
adjacent property at 4 Randall Place. Having built his own house 
at 4 Randall Place in 1896-1897, Wilmer then constructed the two 
attached houses at 5 and 6 Randall Place. Although local history 
holds that Wilmer built the two attached houses for his two 
daughters, U.S. Census Records indicate that in 1900 Wilmer had 
three daughters of age 11, 3 and 2 and one son, age 9. It is 
highly unlikely that he would have constructed the two houses for 
such young children. Furthermore, in 1911 Wilmer deeded the 
undivided half-interest of both houses to his wife, Isabella, and 
in 1915, Wilmer and his wife sold both properties to Allan c. Hill. 

The 1920 U.S. Census records indicate that the new owners of 5 and 

1 Liber GW3, Folio 375. 
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6 Randall Place rented the properties out. 2 During the mid-20th 
century, the two houses changed hands several times, but were 
generally sold as a unit. In 1959, then-owner Edith Reid Lazenby 
sold 5 Randall Place to Phyllis F. Nield and Van K. Nield and in 
1962 sold 6 Randall Place to Merrill B. Walker, Jr. and Mary 
McBride Walker, thereby dividing the ownership of the pair of 
houses. 3 

The house at 5 Randall Place is currently owned and occupied by Wye 
J. Allanbrook. 

2 The 1920 census Records do not give the addresses on Randall Place, so the 
name of the occupants for the specific properties cannot be ascertained. Based 
upon the census data, however, it appears that four of the five houses on Randall 
Place are occupied by U.S. Navy officers, while the fifth is occupied by a 
general store manager. 

3Local oral history maintains that Joseph Lazenby and his wife, Edith, 
divided the house into two units at the time of the marriages of their daughter's 
in the 1940s. The oral history further contends that the original kitchen was 
located in 5 Randall court and after the division of the house, a modern 1940s 
kitchen was installed in 6 Randall court. Based on the Sanborn Map of 1913, deed 
research, and physical evidence in the house, it can be surmised that Joseph 
Wilmer did in fact construct the building as two separate dwellings with one 
interior connecting door that has since been enclosed. 
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Historic Period Theme: Architecture, Landscape Architecture & 
Community Planning 

Geographic Organization: Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance, 
1870-1930 

Resource Type(s): standing Structures 
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Chain of Title for 5 Randall court: 

Pre 1726: Thomas Bordley's will devises all real estate in 
Annapolis (except Lots 92, 93, 104, 106 and lot on 
Francis Street) to son Stephen. Wife Ariana is executor 

Wills L 19 Folio 99 

1730: 

1730: 

1764: 

1789: 

1798: 

Lease to John Wolfe -from the Bordleys 
TI #1 Folio 268 

Mortgage on property between John Wolfe and Daniel Dulaney 
and John Tunstall 

TI #1 Folio 22 

Stephen Bordley to his brother John Beale Bordley (real 
estate) and sister Elizabeth Bordley (house and 
furnishings) 

Wills L 33 Folio 39 

Elizabeth Bordley to John Beale Bordley 
Wills JG 1 Folio 107 

Philip B. Key is a tenant 
Federal Direct Tax f .2 

pre 1801: John Beale Bordley to John Johnson 

1811: 

1811: 

1847: 

1880: 

Liber NH 16 Folio 607 

John Johnson gets the title to the land as per Bordley's 
will 

Liber NH 16 Folio 607 

John Johnson to William S. Green 
Liber WSG 1 Folio 1 

Trustee for William s. Green to Alexander Randall 
Liber JHN 2 Folio 440 

John Wirt, Blanchard, and B. Alexander Randall appointed 
Executors and Trustees 
under the Will of Alexander Randall, deceased. Equity 1987 

Will BRD 42 Folio 452 



1897: 

1903: 

1911: 

1915: 

1920: 

1922: 

1930: 

1933: 

1936: 

1941: 

1959: 

1965: 

1965: 

1988: 

1990: 

! ~' . 
7 1\ .. 

) I .) 

Randall Trustees to Wyatt W. Randall 
Liber GW 6 Folio 462 

Wyatt w. Randall to Joseph R. Wilmer 
Liber GW 33 Folio 88 

Joseph R. Wilmer deeded un-divided half interest to wife, 
Isabella Wilmer 

Liber GW 83 Folio 333 

Joseph R. and Isabella H. Wilmer to Allan c. Hill 
Liber GW 117 Folio 93 

Allan C. Hill to Prentis P. and Henrietta A. Bassett 
Liber WNW 37 Folio 244 

Prentis P. Bassett deeded un-divided half interest to wife, 
Henrietta 
as part of divorce agreement 

Liber WNW 56 Folio 162 

Henrietta A. Bassett defaults on mortgage and Nicholas H. 
Green is appointed Trustee. Equity 6388 

Liber FSR 78 Folio 227 

Trustee to Howard M. and Lorene B. Bradbury 
Liber FSR 107 Folio 494 

Bradbury to Beatrice E. Hart 
Liber FAM 157 Folio 62 

Beatrice Hart to George E. Rullman, Trustee for Lazenby 
Estate 

Liber JHH 251 Folio 34 

Edith Reid Lazenby to Phyllis F. Nield and son Van K. Nield 
Liber 1294 Folio 385 

Phyllis F. and Van K. Nield to Henry J. Tarantino, Trustee 
Liber 1908 Folio 156 

Trustee to Phyllis F. Nield, Van K. and Sally Huntington 
Nield 

Liber 1908 Folio 159 

Nields to John Vincent Jamison, III and Wye J. Allanbrook 
Liber 4679 Folio 471 

John Vincent Jamison, III deeded un-divided half interest 
to Wye J. Allanbrook 

Liber 5042 Folio 855 
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SURVEY NUMBER: A-A /.~le' 

' 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

-
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: I SHAW HOUSE 
ANNAPOLIS, ~1ARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

1 

Individual Structure Survey Form i 

u.s.G.S. QUAD. MAP: J 

t 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: ' I 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.~: ' ' 
TOWN: Annapolis 
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: SF Res i 

6-Ne~~h-5~. ORIGINAL USE: SF Res 
5 North St. ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

CONMON NAME: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: RES Map 32 Par 601 j 

OWNER: Nield Phyllis F PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: i 

ADDRESS: 5• Randall Pl Excellent ( ) Good ( ~ I 
Annapolis, MD 21401 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) I 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: I 
I 

Yes ( x) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Shingle 

LEVEL ~ SIGNIFICANCE: n DATE BUILT: 
Local ( State ( ) National() 1908-1913 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(x)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(x) 
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle(x)Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( ) 

Bonding Pattern: Other: 
4. Roof Structure 

A. Truss: Wood(X) Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal(x1 
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( 
Wings ( )Other: Cross Gambrel 

) Dormers (X) Chimneys ( ~Sheds ( ) Ells (X) 

Roof Style: Gable( )Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )tlith Bellcast( )With Parapet ( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2~ 

Number of Bays: 4 x _j Entrance Location: Inset @ Right 

Approximate Dimensions: 2HJ x 35 

-
THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat ( x) Zoning ( ) Roads ( ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( )Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Cross gambrel roof with assymetrical fenestration in end wall; shed wall 
dormers at side elev ation in almost vertical lower plane of roof; projecti-~~ 

front gambrel end breaks at juncture of the two units that make up the pair 
with entrances at but sides of perpendicular walls. All windows with molded 
caps; all cornices and rakes molded; end wall chimney. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Important part of pair of American Queen Ann/Shingle style residences, 
critical to streetscape and important as types. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland(

1
)Scattered Buildings( ) 

Moderately Built Up(""'JDensely~Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell Wright 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 
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