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A market was erected by the Maryland Historical Society in 1964 
on the east side of Route 468 near Galesville. 

"Here April,1672, George Fox, founder of Quakerism, 
opened the first General Meeting of Friends in Maryland, 
marking the beginning of West River Yearly Meeting and 
its successor, Baltimore Yearly Meeting of Friends. 
Site of the West River Quaker Meeting House." 

The cemetery consists of about an acre of ground, surrounded by a 
white picket fence and shaded by large trees. Many members of 
well known Maryland families are buried there. Dates on the stones 
span the years from circa 1820 to the present. 

The exact location of the meeting house site is not known though 
the structure is believed to have been standing through the first 
quarter of the 19th century. Tenthouse Creek, just east of the 
site, is believed to have gotten its name from the temporary 
shelters erected during the times of the yearly meeting. 

For a more complete background history see: J. Reany Kelly, 
Quakers in the Founding of Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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