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Ced.:::.r F2T1': is lOcated. one c.nd a half f.iiles north of -:.-:-ie 
junction of Karyland 255 and Owensville Road at Galesville, 
:.::::.r~'lar:.d; four 221d four-tenths miles south of the intersection 
of Karyland 214 and ~aryland 468; the house is at the end of 
~ lr-..r~e r:J_:r~~!.j::.; :or ~":c--te~t~~s of 2. E1ile !-~ort1-:east :f'y·om ti~e 
:::_~~ts ~c·s e c-l- ~- or1 0 f c-,_;~~-:.-~ -2 ~~s -~. cr_e C:l~ d_ Ee.~ .. ~fj_ Eld R ~~els. 

__ '.:"s =-~--e .- ... -,-. =- >---:-.-. ~~;:__~·:-, J~-::.:: r·:··:1 ~:1 c_;-_s~, j:_~-__ c:J.s2-0:1s 
=-~2-f~:\~ =·==~~t ·o:.- -~'·,',·s~,_~-C~2·r =.cs7 .• ?:._s:_sc~le s}~j_~--E"lcs co\-c:red roof. 

I 
J 

=Lte~ior ~elieved ~o t2ve co~siste6 only of ~reat hall and 
~arlor ~ith a gallery or loft above, acceEsi~le o~ly by lad­
der. Chinieys stood i~side each end of house. Due to very 
primitive construction, (:handhevm timbers, rived oak siding, 
vErtical supports consisting of logs S1ll1k into the earth), "" 
it is assur.1eci that the !louse was built in the mid-seventeenth m 

Frese~t ~ppearance: 
In 1597 Rictard Gallo~ay II elongated the house by four 

:""'eet at ecc~ EriCT, placirig rr.r~ss=._ 11e eJ.:terior c}1irmeJYS at the 
gable e~dE. ~cross the length of the ~est side, he added a 
10\·,- she 5 ::.~ocif coYering two cell roor:is, connected by a central 
;..-::>li \.; ~,..-..-, (r,., ~~r+-i-'-~O"l·ng +'r·e r·re~t i,..,,,11) ·he also 0 ~uced· ------' • ..:.._!._ ........ _ \ ._,\.: j-'C:.- 1,.,..._ L~ J.... v l_ b- d.. lie.... - _ ..._,a. u 

to run through the house to the east or river side. Then he 
encased the entire house in brick (all header; partial English 
bond). The west facade is the front. The roof over the main 
house has a sixty degree pitch and is an exampl~ of a Mary­
lc.nd leanto (or "catslide") roof. In the roof ar·e four peaked 
dorE:ers on the east side, two in the west roof. The medieval 
transitional profile has been explored and illustrated by Henry 
Chandlee Forman, F.A.I.A. and author. (See bibliographic #9.) 

To the east a two-story addition projects from the older 
section forming the stem of the "T". The first floor of this 
wing was built of brick c. 1800; the second story of frame 
c. 1635. There is strucitural proof that the brick addition 
replaced a porch with its porch chamber above, mentioned in a 
1735 inventory of Richard Galloway. The exact dimensions of 
the original have not been determined. Richard Galloway could 
have added the porch at the time he enlarged the original 
house, thus creating a "cross" design typical of the late 
seventeenth century. 

Cedar Park is picturesquely located in the pastural 
set!ing ?verl~o~in% th~ ~est Riyer •. The Ma~yla~d Departme~t 
of l'ores-:s c.::ic. rc.r,:s :::i~ Tree C!:aT'.1.nions of Lary..Lc:.nd by Fred. 
Eesley, State ?orester, credits the estate with the Llaryland 
cr1ampions' 2-S Viell as Fational champions' Anerican :Beech 

[see continuation Ehset] 
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17th Ce:r-'-'cl'._ry: 
The property upon which "Cedar Park" stands is l<..nown to 

have been in the possession of Captain Richard Ewen, a 
Puri tan Corr-missioner for the province of Earyland, as early 

I 
-., 

·as 1656. It ~as first surveyed for Charles Calvert, Governor, 
I (12.ter tLir:i I:)rd "52l tiz1:ire) in 1 SE5, ';.'ho then e.ssigned it 

I 
to ?.icl:.2rd ::::·:·2n, .Jr., Eigh Sheriff of Anne J._runC.el County. 
There is a strong trc:~di tion that Lord Eal timore had a hunting 
~cd~e st E~en~on ~Do~ E~enton. ~he E~en descendants, 2Jl 

l ~rs;~ici~~ 0:1~kers: continued to live on the pro9erty. A 
I C:~1~.ker r::eetir.g -.·:as }1eld there in 1684, Daking this a su1'vi v­
i i:-··~ stn1ctt·.:·e in L:ine J_rundel County, in r:"':lich religious 

services ~ere held at an early date. Richard Galloway II 
(whose vlife was a Ev;en descendant) purchased the property in 
1697 and is credited with bricking over and enlarging the 
house. 

18th Century: 
The place became h-nown at this time as the \'/est River 

Farm. Richard Galloway II was a merchant planter. The first 
tobacco inspecting house in Maryland stood here. The farm 
continued in the hands of the Galloways and Spriggs {by 
marriage). 

19th Century:· 
In 1785 Sophia Sprigg married John Francis Kercer, 

later tenth Governor of Maryland (1801-1803). In 1818 
Governor rilercer entertained President Monroe and his cabinet 
at "Cedar Park," as it was then called. "From 1825 to 1834, 
IEercer' s daughter, Margaret, operated a successful boarding 
school for girls, The Cedar Park Academy. Miss Mercer was 
also a forerunner in the move to liberate and rehabilitate 
Negro slaves. In 1869 the Mercer family sold Cedar Park to 
cousins, Dr. Ja!".les H. Murray and his wife, v1hose descendants 
live there ta~ay. 

20th Cencc-v.r;y: 
Cedc.r Tc.ri: is still in a setting so unspoiled as to be 

[see continuatio~ sheet] 
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#7. D~SC?l::?T'ION 

( gra::1difolia), girth 15'7", crovm spread 9 3' , height 112' ; 
Buckev Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), girth 12'7"t 
·cror;n spread c 4' , ~eight 63' ; s.r:.d SoCJ.thern Red Oak ( fal ca ta J, 
gi:c-'.:"h 24'4", c:r--own s~:read 117', height 120'. Splendid 
;;:Y-Q"\r·::.s 0'~ Q::Ol• "cce~·y., J ~~·:'JC"' ~r1rl cedar are found V;'i thin c- • c .... _.. __ , ..... 1....-..:.1, __ ...... _....,._ .... , ,___..._......_ \..... 

the Park. 

#3. SIG~;IFIC!-_!iCE 

l1or; unique on the Eastern Seaboard. At its front, or v;est 
side, the house is partly surrounaed by an open park, 
which has never been plowed and r;hich once sheltered Gover­
nor hlercer's deer; to the north stands an ancient woods with 
a grove of virgin Red Oaks, as well as American Beeches 
and Tulip Poplars of comparable stature, and large quanti­
~ies of native holly. Because the property has been 
traditionally protected from ax and plow, it now boasts the 
largest Southern Red Horse Chestnut and American Beech 
trees in the U. s. (The champion Red Cedar blew dovm in 
1954.) On the east or garden side, the view over a half 
mile meadow, out the mouth of ~est River, and across the 
Chesapeake Bay to the southern tip of Kent Island is today 
exactly as shovm in a painting made by one of Miss Mercer's 
pupils in the early nineteenth century. 

------------~---------
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Kelly, J. Reaney, Cedar Park, Its People and Its History, 

r.:ar,ylar.:.5. Eistoric2l I.~e.g2zine, (:cal tir:::ore, !>::.ryl?..::id .:-iis­
torical Soc:.ety, 201 W. r::onur:ient, J,~arch 1963). 
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665). r hereby nominate this property ~orlnclusion Nationa 1 Register. 
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AA-141 Cedar Park Constructed 
Fall-Winter, 1702 

The first phase of Cedar Park is a large (50' by 20' 9") 
"great" or "English" built hall, parlor, and porch dwelling. It 
is the most elaborately joined and heaviest framed structure to 
survive from the early Chesapeake. Most of its wall posts are 10 
by 12 inches in section, and its 8 by 9 1/2 inch wall plates must 
have been reared with sheer poles and tackle. Every joint in its 
car:-cass and principal rafter roof is mortised and tenoned, and 
all the major joints are artfully shouldered or tapered to avoid 
weakening the joint or the member. Ironically, Cedar Park is not 
a "framed" structure, but a post-in-the ground building with 
interrupted sills and a dirt-Nalled cellar. These features Cedar 
Park owes to the Chesapeake tradition of impermanent, frontier 
construction. Also derived from this "Virginia" tradition are 
t~a building's gable chimney plan and its exterior shell of 
cl01pooard siding and subroof nailed to closely ("double") spaced 
studs and rafters. Under a shed, the rear slope of the roof 
still retains much of its or:-iginal covering of round-butt 
sh:..ngles. 

Cedar Park was difficult to sample. The wall posts and sills 
are cedar, the sleepers are black locust, and the wall plates and 
false plates are tulip poplar. Of the major members, only the 
tr:-ansverse summers, end girts, and principal rafters are oak, and 
the principal rafters are waney, young poles whose sapwood has 
been destroyed by beetles. It was necessary to sample the riven 
clapboard of the subroof to develop a structure pattern. 

Cedar Park was built for Richard Galloway, a merchant-planter 
who had owned the property since 1690. Sometime after his death 
in 1736, a rear shed was added to the building, and later, in the 
mic-18th century, both gables were extended five feet and the 
entire structure was encased in brick. Good luck and the social 

,.st.3.tus conferred by the bricking have preserved the building to 
the present, while its rear and gable extensions saved the 
structure's rare timber foundations. 

Prior to tree-ring dating, it was thought that Cedar Park 
might date from as ear:-ly as the 1660s. 

Reference: 

Cary Carson, "Impermanent Architecture," pp. 187-89 

See also, H. Chandlee Forman, Old Buildings, Gardens, and 
Furniture in Tidewater Maryland (Cambridge, Maryland: 
Tidewater Publishers, 1967), pp. 189-200 

33 
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CEDAR PARKtion drawing 
Reconstru~ 17 th century 
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First floor plan by Dell Upton 
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