
Survey No. AA-197 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Willow Glen Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Governor's Bridge Road __ not for publication 

city, town Davidsonville __ vicinity of congressional district Fourth 

state Marv land county Anne Arundel 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__lL building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_lL private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
__JL_not applicable 

Status 
_X_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_X_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
_ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
l private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Earl G. Towrl3eud, Jr. 

street & number Governor's Bridge Road telephone no. : 

city, town Davidsonville state and zip code ttiaryiand 21035 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arundel County Courthouse liber 1010 

street & number South Street folio 408 

city, town Annapolis state Marvland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

Jpository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. AA-197 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
_x_ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _L unaltered 
__ ruins __ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Willow Glen is located on the north side of Governor's Bridge Road approx
imately one half mile west of Maryland Route 424. The house faces southwest 
and is sited on the downside of a gently sloping hill facing the road. 
It is clearly visible from the road, which is about 250 feet away. Further 
down the slope and to the west of the house are several large barns and 
outbuildings. 

Willow Glen is distinguished by its gambrel roofs with dormers in 
both levels of the roof of the larger section. The extended wing to 
the east is a story lower and has dormers in just the lower roof. The 
main body of the house was originally a three bay side-passage structure. 
The wing to the east adjoins the passage side. A shed roof porch extends 
across the first story of the main house. The roof has grey asbestos 
shingles. The siding is weatherboard which decreases in width towards 
the top. Much of the lower boarding has been replaced. The foundation 
is stuccoed brick. 

In the main house the windows on the first and second levels are 
six-over-six with narrow muntins. The panes measure 16" x 11"; the sills 
are four inches square. The door has six molded panels, the small panels 
being in the center. Above the door is a single-light transom. The 
exposed ends of the windows and door jambs are rounded. There is no 
other trim. 

There are three uniformly spaced shed dormers in the lower level 
of the gambrel roof. In the upper roof are two gable roof dormers located 
above the space between the windows below. The dormer rake boards are 
beveled and have a return. These windows are also six~over-six, but the 
panes are smaller. 

The porch floor is tongue-and-groove laid over plywood. It rests 
on heavy sills which are lap joined below the pillars. The sills are 
set on brick piers. There are four square pillars supporting the roof. 
These have no base and plain square capitals with a narrow necking trim 
below. The porch roof appears to have a flat slope on top, but the under
side curves and is composed of circular sawn slats. 

The long wing appears to have been built in two sections: a kitchen 
which has three evenly spaced dormers and a short corridor section which 
joins the main house and the kitchen. The section immediately adjacent 
to the passage wall is an area with a six-over-six window having 12~" 
x 10~" panes. A little to the left and above is a similar window in 
a shed dormer. On the east side of this section of the wing is a chimney 
set slightly below the ridge of the front slope of the upper roof. The 
remaining section of this long wing has three evenly spaced windows with 



8. Significance Survey No. AA-197 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

- 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_ll_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. AA-197 

1010-408 deed 12/3/1955 
FER 19-131 deed 4/28/1927 
GW 79-138 deed 6/13/1910 
SH 50-170 deed 1/23/1895 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

1610 Equity 6/17/1893 
NHG2-323 deed 7/17/1853 
NH 12-357 deed 5/2/1804 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i..J 11, I I I I I I B w L-1 ....... 1 __., ____ ..._.--' I I I I 
Zone Easting 

c LLJI .__ ......__. ____ _ 

E LLJ ._I ~----
G LU ._I ....____.__...._......,_ 

Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Zone Easting Northing 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Davidsonville Survey Team 

organization Davidsonville Area Civic Association date January 6, 1985 

street & number 1521 Themes Drive telephone 798-6145 

city or town Davidsonville state Maryland 21035 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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three dormers directly above. There is an interior chimney at the gable end 
which is centered in the ridge. There is a plain shallow box cornice on the 
front and rear facades of the wing. However, the siding does not reflect dif
ferent stages of construction. The gable end of the wing has one window set 
to the north (right) on the first floor. The second level has two evenly spaced 
windows, one to the right is set immediately above the first floor window. 

The rear or south side of the wing has a panel door on the left with five 
horizontal panels. This is sheltered by a small shed roof porch. To the far 
right is one window. Above are four shed dormers. The three to the east are 
similar to those on the front; the one on the far right is smaller with four
over-four sash. 

The wing is set flush to the house in front, but extends in only a little 
over one-half the depth of the main house. In the exposed area of the main 
house there is a six-over-six window close to the wing side and a small four-pane 
outswinging window to the right. A bulkhead cellar entrance is located in 
the right side of this facade. 

The rear facade of the main house is similar to the front facade on the 
first and second floors. However, there are no dormers on the upper roof level. 
This section also has a full shed roof porch supported by four plain square 
posts. The ground slopes away below revealing three barred windows in the 
foundation of the house itself. 

The western gable side of the house has no windows on the first floor. 
The second floor has one window close to the front of the house and one just 
left of the center, both are six-over-six. The gable area has a small fixed 
four-pane window in the center. At this location the two interior chimneys 
can best be observed. According to the present owner these replace earlier 
exterior chimneys. The chimney on the left is set lower down the slope of 
the roof than the one on the front slope. All four brick chimneys have corbeled 
tops. 

The first floor of the main house in composed of a side-passage, double 
parlor plan with the stair passage extending the full depth of the house to 
the parlors to the west. The principal staircase of the house is set against 
the eastern wall of the main passage. It is open-string with simple scroll 
brackets on the stair ends. The stairs lead to an intermediate landing and 
complete the run with three steps in reverse direction. The base newel post 
is large with heavy turnings. The secondary posts are not as large or heavily 
turned. Each step has two round balusters with a turned area one third of 
the way up. The handrail is fully rounded. All are darkly stained. 

Beneath the stairway, the cellar stairs have been removed and a modern 
bathroom installed. This has a five horizontal panel door. At the foot of 
the stairs is a six-panel door, with a three-light transom, which leads into 
the wing. 
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A double parlour is west of the passage. These rooms are separated by 
taller and wider versions of the six-panel doors. One of these doors locks 
to the upper casing with a slide having a white porcelain knob. The doors 
close with a mortised latch. All the other older doors in the house have large 
box locks and a variety of knobs. In the front parlor to the right of the 
passage door is a servants pull ring. 

The trim on the first floor on the windows and the doors is plain and 
butted; the top boards are wider and come to a peak. The baseboards are plain 
and painted black. The floors are random-width pine. 

The fireplace in each room has a plain black marble mantel shelf. The 
chimney breast is sheathed with narrow beaded paneling. The fireplace surrounds 
have plain but beveled board pilasters set on simple plinth blocks. The fascia 
is equally plain. 

The second floor of the main section consists of a hall with the stairwell 
plus enclosed stairs to the attic, a small room above the front section of 
the first floor hall and two bedchambers above the parlors. The floors are 
of random-width pine boards. The walls are plaster, but the ceilings have 
been replaced. The doors are the same as the first floor interior six-panel 
doors. The doors are trimmed with a beaded board with a heavy outer moulding; 
the window trim is plain and butted. The baseboard has a quarter round moulding 
on top. 

In the two bedchambers are fireplaces similar to those on the first floor 
except for wooden mantel shelves. The openings have been enclosed, but both 
appear very large. Each chimney has a thimble above the fireplace. 

The stairs leading to the attic are enclosed with tongue-and-groove boards. 
The door to the stairs is board-and-batten. The rafters on the east side have 
been badly charred from a fire. Some of the rafters were pit sawn; however 
the roof boards and later brace boards were circular sawn. There is no ridge 
pole, and the rafters are joined with pinned mortise-and-tenon joints. Rose 
head nails are used in the rafters. The random-width floor boards are very 
wide, up to 18 inches. The area around the dormers has been framed with wide 
boards. 

The dirt floor basement is set under only one-half of the rear of the 
main house. Its walls are laid in random-course common bond. The heavy sills 
are hand hewn. A heavy cross beam is set off center and extends from the front 
to the rear of the house. The pit sawn joists are set perpendicular to this 
beam under the stair passage and parallel to the beam under the two parlors. 
There is framing evidence of a cellar stair under the passage. The chimney 
has a thimble. The owner recalls this area being used for cooking. The entire 
basement had once been whitewashed, with the exception of the chimney. 
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The first floor of the wing has a hall along the north side from the main 
section to a kitchen on the east end. Opposite the hall on the west side are 
two rooms with a stairway between. All the doors are four-panel. The door 
to the main section and the three doors along the side of the hall have three 
light transoms. The doorways to the main section and to the dining room are 
recessed. The door to the stairway and second room are not. Instead they 
are joined together and are framed as one doorway. The trim around the windows 
and doors is plain and butted. All baseboards are also plain boards. 

The dining room of the wing has a large fireplace in the east wall. It 
has a very tall mantel with a plain, wooden mantel shelf, facia board and sides. 
There is a raised concrete hearth. The surround is brick with a flat arch 
supported with a metal lintel. 

The enclosed stairway 
a very early construction. 
are square, and are set at 
with diamond shaped tops. 
the wall is one-half of a 

leading to the second floor is very crude, suggesting 
Around the stairwell on the second floor the balusters 

a 45° angle. The newel posts are chamfered squares 
The handrail is also square and chamfered. Against 

newel post. 

The pantry along the south side is smaller. The room on the east end 
of the wing is used as a kitchen. On the east wall is an inside chimney with 
a thimble. On the north wall are kitchen cabinets. There is horizontal tongue
and-groove wainscoting on the walls. The floor in this room has narrow boards, 
whereas the other rooms have wider, random-width boards. 

The second floor of the wing has a room at each end with the stair and 
hall between. A small room at the northeast end of the stairhall is now a 
bath. Upon entering the first room from the main section, there is a step 
down. On the east wall is a built-in small closet. This room has a narrow 
cornice board. The door to the main section is four paneled, but the one to 
the hall is board-and-batten. The trim around the doors is plain and butted. 
The dormers have a wooden outside trim with plaster around the openings. 

In the hall the doorways to the bath and the east room have beaded trim. 
The trim on the board-and-batten door is plain. The dormers in the bath and 
hall are the same as in the first room, but the ones in the east end room have 
tongue-and-groove wainscoting around the opening. All the walls and ceilings 
on the second floor are plaster. 

Observed above the ceiling in the wing is the original exterior siding 
of the west wall of the main house. 

There are several buildings on the property to the north. One is an old 
tobacco barn. The side sills are put together by angled dovetails. The center 
top beam has wooden pegs. Logs are used as cross pieces to hold the rails. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

ol°"q'152-S5 
AA-27-N-a 

(197) 

6'\<~a_f 22) 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

!ll'.f.fAMt. . •:.: :: . ····.· . .. ... ·• > 
.. · .. 

. . 

COMMON: 

"Rillo!i Glen" 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION 
. .. . 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

North side of Governor's Bridge Rd. ,west of jct. with Rte. 424 
C!TY OR TOWN: 

Near Davidsonville 
STATE 

lcouNT~ne 
Maryland Arundel 

13· CLASSIFICATION '.?· :: ·•:·: ·•:.· ··: .:·::: : :·: 
•· 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

c District ® Bui I ding D Public Public Acquisition: t&1 Occupied Yes: 

0 Sit• 0 Structure jg] Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unr1utricted 

in progress l8l No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

~ Agricultural D Government D Park D Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 181 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational D Military D Religious 

0 Entertainment D Museum D Scientific 

~·· 
OWt>l~R ~F PR:OPE.RTY .:: ::• .. : .... . .. .. .:•(\/ > .··.·· ·• 

OWNER'S NAME: 

E<>..-1 G. TOT-'"Sond Jr. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: 

n,,u; ,.:j ~ ~nlli ] ] e ___ , M~..-.. 1.,.,,,.:i ?1 ()".l <; 

1s. LOCATION OF !.~GAL Dl;SC:RIPTfON :.····.· 
/.:/: :·:: ·: . . :·· >>•·····. · . 

·.·: ·- - ••. :.: •. -:, . · .. :~.Jif_ ...r 

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Anne Arundel Countv Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

,, 4 C! 'M<1TVl ,,.,...,.:J 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

t\) /l~~~~~:os Map 1154. :rm.112. Parcel 1177. Lib er /Folio 
Title Reference nf Curr~nt n~~n (Bnnk- & Pa_ :It ) ! 

~'~ ;./(·. ·~~~"sEt1t~!ION' 1ti(e)(tSTIHG SURV~YS ':· ::::.::~ 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

'M<>TV1 <>nrl - y 

CATE OF SURVEY: D Federal D Stat• D County D Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

MJ:trvland THcot-"..-i""'1 'T'..-11 C!f" 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

?1 C:t-<>t-o r.fTrl P 

CITY OR TOWN: !STATE: 

.14"' I w•~Tv- !>nrl 

PS - 709 
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PERIOO (ChecJr One or More a• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (11 Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chec1r One or More a• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

l8l Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Architecture 0 Land scope 

0 Aft Archi lecture 

0 Commerce 0 literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

D· Cwer..atiori 0 Music· 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
D 

~ 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Sacia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Tr<ins portcitian 

r\,., - -\ -

0 20th Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Speclty) 
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