
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
196 West Street, Annapolis (AA-2006) 

The building at 196 West Street was constructed for speculative developer John H. White 

as rental housing in 1899. The wood frame structure, clad in brick, consisted of a row of 

five dwellings anchored by a grocery at the comer West Street and Madison Place. Sold 

by White's heirs in 1920, the building was owner occupied for the first time in 1920, 

when the occupying tenant purchased the building. While residing in the building, owner 

Ettore Pantaleo operated a shoe repair shop. The commercial use of the building 

prevailed by the latter part of the 20th century, when the former dwelling was dressed 

with a canted storefront. 

The building is one of a row of six modest-sized two-story buildings typical of late 19th 

and early 20th century speculative building forms. The row is set upon a low brick 

foundation, and is covered with a continuous gable roof, clad with standing seam metal. 

The two bay-wide buildings are constructed of wood frame with pressed brick facades 

laid in stretcher bond with random rows of headers. The facades are characterized by 

segmental arched window openings with 2/2 windows. Several of the individual 

buildings have projecting storefront additions, while others retain their original flat-

fronted facades with side entry doors. Some of the buildings retain their brick chimney. 

A continuous wood, box cornice extends across the row of six buildings. A two-story 

wood frame ell, spanning two-thirds of the rear elevation, is covered with a sloped roof, 

extends off the rear of the building. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

other 

2. Location 
street and number 196 West Street not for publication 

city, town Annapolis vicinity 

county Anne Arundel 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Steven R. Ames and Robert E. Maloney 

street and number 196 West Street telephone 

city, town Annapolis state MD zip code 21401 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arundel County Courthouse tax map and parcel Map 4Z Parcel 139 

city, town Annapolis liber 9213 folio 708 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
X Contributing Resource in National Register District 

___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other:. ___ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_x_building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_private 

both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 
_K_commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
__ domestic __ social 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 

vacant/not in use 
__ other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

I 
Noncontributing 
____ buildings 

sites ----
____ structures 
____ objects 
____ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

I 



7. Description 

.~ Condition 

excellent 
1.L good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

altered 

Inventory No. AA-2006 

Prepare both a one-paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The building at 196 West Street is one of a row of six modest-sized two-story buildings typical of late 19th and 
early 20th century speculative building forms. Built in 1899, the row is located on the north side of West Street 
and faces south. The row is set upon a low brick foundation, and is covered with a continuous gable roof, clad 
with standing seam metal. The two bay-wide buildings are constructed of wood frame with pressed brick 
facades laid in stretcher bond with random rows of headers. The facades are characterized by segmental arched 
window openings with 2/2 windows. Several of the individual buildings have projecting storefront additions, 
while others retain their original flat-fronted facades with side entry doors. Some of the buildings retain their 
brick chimney. A continuous wood, box cornice extends across the row of six buildings. A two-story wood 
frame ell, spanning two-thirds of the rear elevation, is covered with a sloped roof, extends off the rear of the 
building. 

Exterior Description: 

The former dwelling at 196 West Street is the easternmost building of the group. The building was constructed 
abutting the existing late 19th century building at 194 West Street. The building, altered in the latter part of the 
20th century, presently features a projecting canted storefront with a central, recessed wood and glass entry door. 
The flanking show windows have plate glass glazing with transoms above. The storefront is set upon a brick 
foundation and is covered with a half-hipped roof, clad with standing seam metal. The second story of the 
facade is divided into three bays, defined by three segmentally arched window openings. The openings, defined 
by double rows of soldier course bricks and wood sills, have 2/2 rectangular wood sash. 

The north (rear) elevation of 196 West Street faces a rear alley and parking lot. The building has a two-story 
rear ell that extends across two of the three bays of the main block. The exposed bay of the main block features 
a single 6/6 window on the second story. The ell has a flat, standing seam metal roof and a one-story shed roof 
wing. It has 6/6 windows and a plywood door on the second story and a replacement door on the first story, 
under a set of makeshift, straight-flight wooden steps. The side wall of the ell has a single 6/6 window on the 
second story, and a pair of windows on the first story. 



8~ Significance 
Period 

r--. 1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

K 1900-1999 
2000-

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
K architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Significance dates 1899-1920 

Specific dates 1899, 1920 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. AA-2006 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

____ Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The building at 196 West Street was constructed for speculative developer John H. White as rental housing in 
1899. The wood frame structure, clad in brick, consisted of a row of five dwellings anchored by a grocery at 
the corner West Street and Madison Place. Sold by White's heirs in 1920, the building was owner occupied for 
the first time in 1920, when the occupying tenant purchased the building. While residing in the building, owner 
Ettore Pantaleo operated a shoe repair shop. The commercial use of the building prevailed by the latter part of 
the 20th century, when the former dwelling was dressed with a canted storefront. 

Site History 

In the middle part of the 19th century, Nicholas Brewer, Jr. owned the property where the row of six attached 
buildings denoted as 196 through 206 West Street now stand. Born in 1795, Brewer was a graduate of St. 
John's College (class of 1811). During his career as an attorney, Brewer served as Judge of the Second Judicial 
Circuit from 1851 to 1864. Upon his death in 1864, Brewer devised his holdings amongst his eight surviving 
children. The property along West Street remained largely unimproved during the Brewer heirs' ownership. 

West Street, a primary transportation corridor into the state capital since the 18th century, had developed as a 
mixed residential and commercial route. As development moved west to the outskirts of the colonial city by the 
latter part of the 19th century, the residential nature of the street was dominant with an abundance of 
freestanding and attached single-family dwellings typically occupied by European immigrants and African 
Americans. The dwellings on the south side of West Street obscured the commercial enterprises located on the 
rear of the lots. This included a significant number of livery stables and wagon sheds, particularly between 
Lafayette A venue and Southgate A venue. On the north side of the street, the dwellings fronted unimproved 
land, as improvements on this portion of West Street west of Lafayette Street were generally sited along the 
road. During this period, new neighborhoods were beginning to develop around this part of West Street
Murray Hill was located to the south of West Street, to the west of Southgate Avenue, and President's Hill was 
established to the northwest of West Street, between Madison Place and Jefferson Place. By 1930, the area 
directly north of the buildings at 196-206 West Street was improved by the construction of freestanding single-

r-· family dwellings when Munroe Court was created. 
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Building History 

Inventory No. AA-2006 

In June 1891, the Brewer family sold the single unimproved lot on West Street, east of Madison Place, to John 
H. White for $800. The sale also included property to the east, which was already improved by the construction 
of two attached single-family dwellings and a comer grocery with housing above. White, born in August 1838, 
was a bricklayer and speculative developer. The purchase of the unimproved property along one of Annapolis' 
primary transportation routes on the outskirts of the growing capital was clearly intentional on the part of White 
in 1891. He proceeded to subdivide the comer site into six deep rectangular lots. As indicated by the census 
records and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the lots were improved in 1899 with the construction ofrow of 
attached dwellings. These dwellings were integrated into the three existing buildings erected during the 
ownership of the Brewer family, creating a row of nine attached dwellings. Like the anchoring building on the 
east side of the now enlarged structure, the comer building at 206 West Street included a grocery on the first 

~ story and a dwelling on the second story. The two-story buildings were constructed of wood frame with a two
story rear ell. The facades were clad with a brick facing that wrapped around the side elevation of the corner 
building at 206 West Street. The rear of each property had one story wood frame garages, all attached in the 
row. The entire row of garages was razed by 1954. 

White used the new buildings as rental property, leasing them initially to European immigrants and African 
Americans. The tax assessments show that White, who was charged $3,600 in 1899 for the six new buildings at 
196-206 West Street, was responsible for building a number of frame and brick single-family dwellings along 
West Street and Madison Place in the 1890s. Upon his death in June 1912, the property was devised among his 
children. During the year, the heirs divided and subdivided the holdings until daughter Mary Ellen White had 
gained title to the buildings. A teacher, Mary Ellen White had married printer Lemuel C. Baldwin in 1888. The 
first of the dwellings sold independently was 196 West Street, which was purchased by Ettore and Concetta 
Pantaleo for $2,100 in October 1920. The census records, taken June 1920, indicate Pantaleo and his family 
had leased the dwelling prior to buying it. Born in 1881 in Italy, Pantaleo had immigrated to the United States 
in 1990, becoming a citizen in 1917. He maintained his own shoe repair shop, which according to the city 
directory and the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps was operated from his West Street house as early as 1913. 

By 1921, as noted on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the wood frame of the buildings was gradually reclad 
with brick facing. This refacing began at 206 West Street, and moved eastward to 196 West Street by 1930. 

In July 1973, the ninety-two year old Pantaleo sold the building at 196 West Street and moved to Baltimore 
City, where he died two years later. He had sold the building to Robert Carl Meck, who owned the former 

~ storage warehouse at 209 West Street. Meck converted the entire building for commercial use. In the early 
1970s through the 1980s, Bob's Coin and Gun Shop occupied the former dwelling. It was sold in 1983 to Joan 
Olive King, who sold it three years later to White's Row Partnership. The partnership also owned the former 
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dwelling at 198 West Street. In 1991, the building was sold to J. Donald Ridenbaugh, who conveyed it in 1999 
to the present owners, Steven R. Ames and Robert E. Maloney. It is currently used as a store. 

Chain of Title 

October 1864: 

June 27, 1891: 

July 30, 1912: 

August 13, 1912: 

October 11, 1920: 

July 10, 1973: 

August 23, 1983: 

Nicholas Brewer, Jr. devised to Nicholas Brewer, III, Harriet C.B. Brewer, Joseph 
S.M. Basil and Julian Brewer 
Will Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber RJD 2 Folio 23 

Nicholas Brewer and Harriet C.B. Brewer, Joseph S.M. Basil and Julian Brewer to 
John H. White 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber SH 39 Folio 161 

Julie E. Hyde, James L. Hyde, Anna M. Miller, William Miller, Bessie M. and Sylvio 
J. Vaillancourt, and Helen B. White to Mary E. and Lemuel Baldwin 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber GW 93 Folio 103 

Nicholas H. Green, Trustee to Mary E. Baldwin and Lemuel C. Baldwin 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber GW 93 Folio 107 

Mary E. Baldwin to Ettore Pantaleo and Concetta Pantaleo 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber WNW 37 Folio 85 

Ettore Pantaleo and Concetta Pantaleo to Robert C. Meck 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber 2604 Folio 767 

Robert C. Meck to Joan Olive King 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber 3652 Folio 463 
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March 17, 1986: Joan Olive King to White's Row Partnership 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber 4039 Folio 712 

Inventory No. AA-2006 

May 15, 1991: White's Row Partnership to J. Donald and Maria D. Ridenbaugh 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 

May 21, 1999: 

Liber 5318 Folio 448 

J. Donald Ridenbaugh to Steven R. Ames and Robert E. Maloney 
Land Records of Anne Arundel County 
Liber 9213 Folio 708 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Inventory No. AA-2006 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): Industrial/Urban Dominance (1870-1930) 
Modern Period (1930-present) 

Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning 

Resource Type: 

Category: Building 

Historic Environment: Town 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling 

Known Design Source: Unknown 



9. Major Bibliographical References AA-;JOO<p 

Polk's Annapolis Directory. New York, NY: Polk and Company, 1924 through 1985. 

· 10. Geographical Data 

less than one acre 
less than one acre 

Acreage of project area 
Acreage surveyed 
Quadrangle name Annapolis, MD Quadrangle scale 1 :24,000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The building at 196 West Street has been associated with Parcel 139, Grid 13 on Map 4Z since its construction 
in the period between 1900 and 1903. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title L. Trieschmann and K. Williams, Architectural Historians 

organization EHT Traceries, Inc. 

street & number 5420 Western Avenue 

city or town Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Pllace 
Crownsville, MD 21032 
410-514-7600 
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MAP OF ANNAPOLIS, No .4-6 
Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 

1967; Revised 1991 
Scale 1' = 200' 
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AA-2006 

196 West Street 
Anna po.Lis 
Private 

1897-1903 

A three bay Annapolis ·Federal late 19th century struc
ture, 196 West is part of a three part with l~fB-2·00 ·and 
202-206 West Street. Two stories with a -standing seam 
gable roof with continuous boxed cornice, the second floor 
windows are 1/1 in segmental openings, _the sash rectangular. 
The first floor has been altered by the addition of a 
hooded sh6pfront with plate glass and aluminum windows 
and entrance. Rectangular in plan, l5' x :l5 1

, including 
a one story rear ell of later date. Brick construction, 
laid in common bond. 
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1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 196 \'lest 

city, town 
Annapolis 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

,-,_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
~ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. AA 2005 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 
30th 

Anne Arundel 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
__ park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Lieck Eo bert C 

street & number 196 West St. telephone no.: 

city, town Annapolis state and zip code I:ID 21401 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arunde 1 C ty Courthouse liber 

street & number Church Circle folio 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Historic Annapolis, Inc. 

date Sept. 1983 _federal _ state __ county _x_ local 

;;1pository for survey records 194 Prince George St. 

city, town Annapo 1 is state Maryl and 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _ unaltered 
__ ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_original site 
- moved date of move 

Survey No. AD.- r1, 1D(V 
r\ 0-1 t1VI 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general des.cription of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

A three bay Annapolis Federal l.ate 19th century struc
ture, 196 West is part of a three part with 198-200 'and 
202-206 West Street. Two stories with a standing seam 
gable roof with continuous boxed cornice, the second floor 

·windows are 1/1 in segmental openings, the sash rectangular. 
The first floor has been altered by the addition of a 
hooded shopfront with plate glass and aluminum windows 
and entrance. Rectangular in plan, l5' x ~5', including 
a one story rear ell. of later date. Brick construction, 
laid.in conunon bond. 



8. Significance Survey No. 4A-~oow 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo~ation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gen~ral statement of history and 
support. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. AA-?;JJO~ 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ.J I I I I I I I I I B w L--1 .1.-1 ..L.I -4-.1......,1 I I I I 
Zone· Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ.J ._I ~----_. oLLJ ~I ~l...._ ............ I ~I ......... ...__ .......... ~ 
E LU ._I ............. ___ _ 

F LLJ I I 1.-I ..L.-L--t--.....i....i 

G LU L-1 ~--"-............. H LiJ I 1.-I ..L.-L~ ...... .......-

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state 
N/A 

code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Russell Wright, Consultant 

organization Historic Annapolis, Inc. date Sept. 1983 

street & number 194 Prince Georg~ St. telephone (301) 267-7619 

city or town Ann ap o 1 is state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



SURVEY Y..."UMBER: 
/J/J 0). 0 0" ! MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: i SHAW HOUSE 
ANNAPOLIS, t1ARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

I 

Individual Structure Survey Form ! 
u.s.G.S. QUAD. MAP: J 

t 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: l 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA..""IB: ' ' 
TOWN: Annapolis ' 
LOCATION: 196 West 

PRESENT USE: Comm/Res i 
ORIGINAL USE: Res 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COHMON NAME: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: ' 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: RES Map 30 Par 297 j 

OWNER: Meck Robert c PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: i 
' 

ADDRESS: 196 West St Excellent ( ) Good ( ~ I 
Annapolis, MD 21401 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) l 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: I 
I 

Yes (X) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Vernacular (A. F. ) Altered 

LEVEL ~ SIGNIFICANCE: () DATE BUILT: 
Local ( ) State ( ) National() 1897-1903 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(x )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( ~Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapbo~rd( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer0) Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Common Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: wood( 29 Iron( ) Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle ( ) Sheet Metal (X ) 
Built Up( )Rolled( ) Tile ( ) Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys0 )Sheds( )Ells( ) 
Wings ( )Other: Poor Front Addition 

Roof Style: Gable(X)Hip{ )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( ).lith Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front ( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2 
Number of Bays: 3 Entrance Location: Centin later front 

Approximate Dimensions: 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat(x)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( )Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Elliptical windows at second floor; altered storefront. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Good example of Vernacular row despite altered storefront. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland(/)Scattered Buildings( ) 
Moderately Built Up(V)Densely-:Built Up( ) 
Residential( )CotIUllercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell Wright 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Annapolis, Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 

--.,.,-~,------------------------------"-----------.....:..~IJ-l-.....&.;1~(3=----------.....1 
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196 west 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel Cou.q. 
Russell Wright July, 19 
Maryland Historical Trust, Z8E 
Annapolis, Maryland A~t 

~Elevation/camera facing_ ~ 2-


