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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tilden Lawn is located on the north side of Maryland 
Route 214 approximately one mile west of Davidsonville and 
one mile east of Sands Road in Anne Arundel County. 

The house is sited on high ground and faces east. 
Traces of an old road and a wood bridge survive to the north 
of the house, running east-west, parallel to Central Avenue 
(Route 214). 

Tilden Lawn is a large frame house constructed in at 
least two and probably three distinct stages. The original 
house, constructed circa 1820-30, was two stories high, three 
bays wide and two rooms deep, with paired exterior brick 
chimneys on the south end of the steeply pitched gable roof. 
This side passage, double parlor plan house, rreasuring 26 feet wide 
and 32 feet deep, was enlarged two additional bays to the 
north in the third quarter of the 19th century. The result 
is a five bay center passage plan house. A one story frame 
wing projecting from the south gable wall of the original 
section offers ambiguous evidence of construction sequence, 
but was probably an early addition, dating to circa 1830-50. 

The front facade of the enlarged house faces east. The 
principal entrance is located in the center bay, framed with 
sidelights and a four-light transom and flanked by two large 
6/6 windows on each side. Five 6/6 windows are ranged across 
the second story; there are no dormer windows on the roof. 
The entire front facade was renovated when the house was 
enlarged. The front door and all of the windows date to the 
third quarter of the 19th century, and the siding and cornice 
were also replaced at that time. A more radical change was 
made to the roof of the original section. The height of the 
front facade was increased and the early steeply pitched 
roof was concealed below a higher, more moderately pitched 
gable roof, now covered with asphalt shingles. The early 
roof, still covered with wood shingles, remains in place and 
is visible from the attic. The one story open porch with 
simple columns was probably added in the early 20th century. 
The continuous brick foundation of the porch conceals the 
house foundation. The foundation of the original section is 
laid in three-course common bond, the later section in random 
common bond. Notable details on the front facade include 
the Victorian paneling below the sidelights of the front 
door, the molded wood wondow lintels, beaded cornerboards 
and the box cornice with simple crown mold and bed mold. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY See Continuation Sheet #1 
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

Tilden Lawn is significant as a large, frame ante bellurn 
house with a complex development and numerous notable details. 
The original house, dating to circa 1820-30, consisted of a 
2~ story, three bay dwelling with a side passage, double par­
lor plan. The one story frame kitchen wing was evidently 
added circa 1830-50, and in the third quarter of the 19th 
century the main house was enlarged to the north to form a 
five bay center passage plan. To present a nominally sym­
metrical and "up-to-date" front facade, the east facade of 
the original house was extensively altered. The original 
steeply pitched gable roof was concealed under a more 
moderately pitched roof and the original 9/6 windows were 
replaced with larger 6/6 sash. A large Victorian entrance 
framed with sidelights and transom was installed and the 
siding and trim were replaced. This "new" and expanded facade 
offers no exterior clue of the changes, and contrasts drama­
tically with the rear facade, which clearly reflects the two 
distinct periods of construction. 

The interior of the early house includes all of the ori­
ginal mantels and most of the original interior trim. Parti­
cular features of interest include ~he two handsome Greek 
Revival mantels on the first floor and a pair of smaller tran­
sitional Federal/Greek mantels on the second floor, the painted 
and grained door to the attic stair, and a variety of early 
hardware. 

The most unusual architectural feature of the house, 
however, is the decorative plasterwork in the first floor 
room of the north addition. The complex molded plaster cor­
nice and decorative plaster ceiling in this room comprise 
one of the finest and most carefully preserved examples of 
Victorian decorative plasterwork in Tidewater Maryland. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY See Continuation Sheet #7 
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On the north gable wall, dating entirely to the second period 
of construction, there is a large triple window on the first 
story, a pair of 6/6 windows on the second story and a pair of 4/2 
windows in the upper gable. All of the window openings are located 
between the paired flush chimneys. The triple window on the first 
floor consists of 6/6 sash in the center flanked with single 2/2 
sash on either side. Three three-light cellar windows pierce the 
brick foundation, which is laid in five-course bond. The plain 
weatherboard siding matches the front facade. The gable eaves are 
trimmed with unbeaded, tapered rakeboards. 

The division between the first and second period parts of the 
house is quite obvious on the rear facade. The steeply pitched 
roof of the original section remains visible and does not align 
with the more moderately pitched roof of the later addition to the 
north. The siding, cornice, and windows also reflect the two 
periods of construction. The rear door of the original house is 
located in what is now the center bay of the enlarged house, with 
two early 9/6 windows to the south and two larger 6/6 windows to 
the north. There are small early 6/6 windows in the center bay 
and the two south bays of the second story and two large 6/6 
windows to the north. A bulkhead cellar entrance is located in 
the center bay of the original section. The early portion of the 
rear facade is covered with random-width weatherboard siding and 
the eaves are boxed in and trimmed with an incorrectly mounted 
bed mold. The later portion of the rear facade is covered with 
plain siding with standard six-inch exposure. The eaves are boxed 
in and trimmed with a simple crown mold and bed mold. 

The west portion of the south gable wall of the main house 
is concealed by the one story frame wing. There are two exterior 
brick chimneys on this gable. The west chimney is larger due to 
the additional flue for the wing and has been rebuilt above the 
roof of the wing. The east chimney is undisturbed and shoulders 
in at the second story level. Single 6/1 windows are located to 
the east of the east chimney on the first and second stories 
and an early 9/6 window is centered between the chimneys in the 
upper gable. The plain weatherboard siding is random-width, the 
rakeboards are tapered but not beaded. The alteration to the front 
pitch of the roof is evident in the asymmetrical form of this 
gable. 

The one story frame wing is set flush with the rear or west 
facade of the main house and measures approximately 26 feet long 
and 18~ feet deep. It rests on a very low concrete or stuccoed 
brick foundation and is covered with plain weatherboards and an 
asphalt shingle roof. 
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On the east facade, there are two 6/6 windows, one in the 
north bay and the other in the south bay. Seams in the exterior 
siding suggest that the north window was at one time a door. A 
seam and trim board on the north jamb of the south window sug­
gests possible changes to that opening as well. The eaves are 
boxed in with a beaded fascia but no crown or bed mold. 

The only opening in the south gable wall of the wing is a 
6/6 window centered in the upper gable. The random-width siding 
appears to include reused boards, as many are relatively short 
and have been pieced in. The rakeboards are beaded and tapered. 

On the rear facade of the wing, there are 6/6 windows at the 
extreme east and west ends and near the center; a low door with a 
three-light transom is located immediately to the right of the 
north window. Seams in the siding indicate a door to the left 
of the south window has been blocked up. The random-width siding 
and beaded box cornice match the front facade. 

An early 20th century veranda extends across the entire rear 
facade of the original section of the main house and the north 
bay of the wing. 

The interior of the original house consists of a side passage, 
double parlor plan house with the stair passage to the north. 
Later in the 19th century the house was enlarged to the north, 
forming a center passage plan with the original paired parlors to 
the south and one large room to the north. The stair passage is 
somewhat wider than usual, with the stair rising against the north 
wall to an intermediate landing at the west end. It is an open­
string stair with delicate turned walnut newel posts, a handsome 
continuous ramped walnut rail and square painted balusters. 
The stair ends are decorated with scrolled brackets and the carriage 
piece is molded to match the baseboard. The area below the 
carriage is enclosed with vertical beaded paneling. A six-panel 
door originally opened onto an interior cellar stair. The cellar 
stair has been removed and replaced with a closet. Original trim 
in the stair passage includes the molded baseboard and the Federal 
architrave trim to the rear (west) door and the interior doors 
to the two south rooms. The front door with sidelights and tran­
som dates to the post-Civil War enlargement and is trimmed with 
Victorian architrave trim. The paneled front door and the door to 
the north room are Victorian. The rear door is an early six-panel 
door with the top two panels removed and replaced with glass. 
The doors opening into the two south rooms have been removed. 
Early hardware includes a large carpenter lock on the rear door 
and a small, 'unmarked box lock on the door to the closet under the 
stairs. Also of interest is a large, boxed-in "summer" beam in the 
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stair passage. This beam is aligned with the interior partition 
between the original front and rear parlor and is cased in with 
beaded sheathing. 

The two original rooms to the south of the stair passage were 
originally joined by a large door opening in the center of the 
interior partition. This opening was later reduced in size. There 
are fireplaces centered on the south gable wall of each room. 
The fireplace in the east room remains open, while the fireplace 
in the west room has been blocked and adapted as a furnace flue. 
Both fireplaces are fitted with large, handsome Greek Revival 
mantels. These consist of board surrounds with simple columns 
(with subtle entasis) flanking the opening and large scrolled 
brackets flanking a convex frieze below a complex molded shelf 
with Greek Revival details. The original flooring on the first 
floor has been covered with narrow oak flooring sometime in this 
century and the early brick hearths have been replaced with unusual 
smooth, slate-colored cement hearths struck with a square tile 
pattern. In the front or east room, the original Federal archi­
trave trim survives on the door to the stair passage and much of 
the original molded baseboard survives. The windows, enlarged 
in the third quarter of the 19th century, have relatively plain 
Victorian architrave trim. In the rear or west parlor, the origi­
nal windows survive intact, and the early architrave trim is found 
on the windows, the door to the stair passage, and a pair of 
interior doors flanking the fireplace. The door opening to the 
right of the fireplace leads to the kitchen wing and is fitted 
with an early eight-panel door. The door to the left now opens 
into a small bath, but is an original opening (with original trim 
and six-panel door) and evidently at one time also opened into the 
wing. 

The first floor of the north addition extends the full depth 
of the house, comprising one large formal room that measures approxi­
mately 19 feet wide and 31 feet deep. Paired interior fireplaces 
are symmetrically placed on the north gable wall, flanking a large 
triple window in the center. The fireplaces are trimmed with 
white marble Victorian mantels and white marble hearths. Both 
fireplaces were originally lined with iron backs and sidepieces, 
but these have disappeared. The most important feature of this 
room, however, is the original decorative plaster cornice and 
ceiling. A complex plaster cornice with exquisite ribbon-and-leaf 
decoration completely encircles the room. The ceiling is embellished 
with cast plaster floral decoration that divides the ceiling into 
two fields, with floral medallions in the center of each field. 
This decorative work is in pristine condition, and only a short sec­
tion of the cornice requires repair. This repair will involve 
reinserting sections of the cast floral work (with a dowel core) 
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into the trough of the molded plaster cornice, and in fact the 
cornice is of more interest to historians in its present unre­
paired state, which demonstrates clearly how the cornice was made. 
Other original details in this room include the simple architrave 
trim, a six-panel door to the passage and some of the original 
baseboard trim. 

The second floor plan of the original house consisted of a 
side stair passage across the north gable with two large chambers 
to the south. The east end of the passage was originally parti­
tioned to form a small, unheated passage chamber. This plan re­
mains intact except for the passage chamber, which was altered 
when the house was enlarged to provide a narrow passage to the 
northeast chamber of the addition. The small passage chamber that 
remained was later adapted for a modern bath. An enclosed stair 
in the stair passage provides access to the partially finished 
third story. This stair is enclosed with vertical beaded siding 
and a six-panel door that is painted and grained on the inner face. 
A second six-panel door opens into a small closet under the stair. 
The beaded paneling remains unpainted in the closet and a hand­
some beaded coat rail with shaped wooden hangers is secured to one 
wall. The architrave trim in the stair passage is similar to the 
original first floor trim but lacks the broken-field fascia. The 
beaded baseboards, six-panel doors and second story flooring are 
all original. 

In the southeast chamber, a small fireplace is centered on 
the south gable wall. The mantel is original and consists of 
molded pilasters flanking the opening below plain sideblocks and 
frieze and a molded shelf that includes ogee/astragal and cove/ 
astragal moldings. The original window and door architraves and 
all of the baseboard survives intact. A closet has been inserted 
in the southwest corner of this room, fitted with a reused eight­
panel door. 

The fireplace in the southwest chamber is also centered on 
the south gable wall, with a small door to the left that provides 
limited access to the loft of the kitchen's wing. This opening is 
fitted with a beaded batten door. The mantel in this chamber 
matches the mantel in the southwest chamber, and the original 
trim survives on the windows, the passage door, and a door opening 
that originally joined the two south chambers. This door now 
opens into a closet that protrudes into the southeast chamber. The 
six-panel door to this closet is fitted with an early metal box 
lock. The original baseboard trim survives on two walls; the 
original pine flooring has been removed. 
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The north addition consists of two large sleeping chambers 
on the second floor. In the northwest chamber, the chimney shaft 
on the center of the north gable wall is fitted with a simple late 
19th century mantel, but presumably only served as a stove chimney. 
An original closet is built in to the left of the chimney. The 
northeast chamber is virtually identical but with the closet to 
the right of the chimney. The most significant feature of this 
room is an exquisite, museum quality cast iron stove dating to 
the mid-19th century. The highly decorative Gothic style stove 
is inscribed "Stanley's Air-Tight No. 4, W. Poultney, Vt. 1845". 
The history of this stove is not known, but it was in this room 
when the present owners purchased the house. 

The enclosed stair in the second story stair passage leads 
up to a partially finished attic. The kneewalls and ceiling were 
evidently not originally plastered, as the machine sawn lathing 
does not match the riven lathing evident in the stairwell and 
several other locations in the original house. The roof of the 
original section is constructed of common rafters set at a 35 
degree pitch and joined at the ridge with pegged mortise-and­
tenon joints. The gable framing is constructed with fully mature 
machine nails. The roof of the later addition is set at a more 
moderate 32 degree pitch. 

The cellar under the main house repeats the first floor plan. 
The foundation of the original section is constructed of native 
brown sandstone (commonly called "ironstone" in this area) and 
brick. The chimney bases on the south gable wall have brick 
masonry arches. The first floor joists were machine-sawn from 
hewn logs and have been reinforced with inserted diagonal bridging 
nailed with wire nails. Framing evidence demonstrates conclu­
sively that an original interior cellar stair has been removed 
and the opening blocked. 

The chimney bases on the north gable wall of the later addi­
tion have heavy wood lintels rather than arched supports, and the 
first floor joists are circular sawn. The opening between the 
original cellar and the north cellar is fitted with a large batten 
door constructed with beaded vertical boards, wrought nails, and 
large wrought hinges. 

The kitchen wing is divided into two rooms on the first 
floor. The larger room to the north measures approximately 17~ 
feet deep and 15 feet long, with a brick fireplace on the north 
wall. A door to the left of the fireplace leads through a small 
passage to the main house, and it would appear that originally a 
second door to the right of the fireplace served the same function. 
This room serves today as a modern kitchen and has been completely 
renovated. The fireplace and the paneled rear door with three­
light transoms are the most significant early features. A smaller 
service room extends across the south end of the kitchen wing. 
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This room measures 6~ feet wide and 17~ feet deep. A steep 
enclosed stair rises against the interior partition to the kitchen 
loft. An exterior door on the west wall originally opened into 
this room at the foot of the stairs, but was later blocked off. 
This room probably originally served as both a pantry/service 
room and as a stair passage for segregated access to sleeping 
quarters in the loft. It remains today as a very plain room with 
few alterations. 

The loft consists of a single large chamber. Early lathing 
and plaster has been removed, leaving the roof framing exposed. 
The common rafters are joined at the ridge with pegged mortise­
and-tenon joints. Original exterior siding on the south gable 
wall of the main house is visible in the northwest corner of the 
loft. This plain weatherboard siding is secured with early machine­
made nails and is weathered, reinforcing the assumption that the 
wing is an early addition rather than an original feature. The 
loft of the wing was probably used at one time as segregated 
sleeping quarters but today is used for storage. 

There is no cellar or accessible crawl space under the wing. 
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Of equal significance is a perfectly preserved mid-19th 
century cast iron stove in the northeast chamber on the second 
floor. Manufactured in Vermont circa 1845, the stove is a 
pristine, museum quality example of Gothic Revival stove design. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT• •D ORIGINAL (/I known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"Tilden Lawn" is a large, 2 story, frame house located on a hill-top 
west of Davidsonville. An 850 acre farm surrounded the house when it was 
new; now the land is being subdivided. 

The name "Tilden Lawn" has been associated with the house for a century 
or more, yet no one knows its source. The house has been occupied by 
a succession of different families, including the Igleharts, who were 
prominent members of the Davidsonville community and built several of 
the houses in the area. John W. Iglehart if listed as the owner of the 
house and 484 acres on the 1878 county map. 

The house was built in three parts and exhibits an interesting range 
of decorative styles. The kitchen, attached without a breezeway to the 
south end of the house, has one room with a loft above. The fireplace 
backs against the dining room chimney. The kitchen has been modernized; "' 
the walls panelled with local cherry wood. m 

The middle section of the house is on a typical double-parlor, side­
hall plan. Its scale and trim details are similar to those of nearby 
"Bridgehill" (AA-31-P-b) which was built in about 1815. The ceilings are 
only about 9 feet high and the doorways are low. The windows on the west 
side have small panes, 9 over 6. The window and door moldings are del­
icately worked with beaded edges and mitered corners. The mantels are 
wooden, with free-standing columns and a curved freize. The stair has 
a round Walnut bannister, square balusters and slender, delicately turned 
walnut posts. The bannister is unusually high. 

S~me changes have been made to the middle part of the house: A narrow 
width tongue and groove floor has been laid over the wider original boards. 
The windows on the front (east) side were changed to match those of the 
later addition and the roof angle was changed to give a continuous line 
across both sections of the house. 

The north addition was probably built in the 1860's or 1870's. Its 
interior has a much grander scale: higher ceilings, slightly wider bays, 
and ornate "Victorian" detailing. This difference of parts is not apparent 
from the front of the house; it looks like a typical 5-bay facade with a 
center entrance. One glance at the rear of the house shatters this 
illusion. 

The first floor of the north addition is one long elegant room. There 
are two exterior chimneys on the north wall, with white marble mantels and 
a three part window between them. The ceiling has ornate plaster borders 
and medallions. The floor is original, with wide boards. The windows 
have larger panes than those of the earlier house. 

There are two bedrooms above this part of the house. Most of the 
difference in ceiling heights is taken up in the attic which was also 
at one time finished into rooms. 
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PERIOO (Checl< One or More aa Appropriate) 

D Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DA,-ElSl (11 Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checl< One or More a11 Appropriate) 

Abor i~inol D Educoti on 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

D Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce D Literature 

D Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D 18th Century D 20th Century 

-~ 19th Century 

D Politiccil D Urbon Planning 

D Religion/Phi. D Other (Specify) 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

Ps-7011 
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1iJopkins, G.M., Atlas of Anne Arundel Countlz Mari land 320 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 1878 

1·10. CfoGRAPHtCAL DATA 
1-~ 

LATlTUOE AND LONGITUDE CCORDfNJlTES --LATITUDE ANO L-ONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CE.°"'TER POlt-. T OF A PROPERT'. 

R OF LESS "'7"HAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER LATITUDE ,___ LONGITUDE _ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

i 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
<IAI 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF PROPERTY, 14 a.er-es 
Acreage Justification: 

I 

I 

i 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I ·-~11. FORM PREPARED BY 
. 

'NAME ANO TITLE: 

1Am.y Hiatt 
JoRGANl:i.ATION 

!°ATE 

Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning July 1975 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Arundel Center 
CITY OR TOWN: ,STATE I Annapolis Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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Several styles of 6 and 9 panel doors can be found in the house, as 
well as some original hardware. The basement of the earlier house has 
fieldstone walls. 



F- 1CM45 1. STATE )(; eyland 
Anne Arundel 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVENTORY .AA-VI (5 62) 

COUNTY 

TOWN VICINITY 

STREET NO. Central Ave. #122 E. Sands Rd. 2. NAME Tilden Lawn 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE J../i;'f~ flf 11IR ,., , Van Lunen 
PRESENT OWNER p .0 257 
PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO OF STORIE$ 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

• f'IOTABL! FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

N aide Central Ave. 1 mi. W. ot Davidaonville 

2 atoJ"87, .3 part telescope frame house faces SW. A roof ridge runs SE-

NW. Small barn red outbuilding directly in front or middle section 

ot houee. NW end 2 ba19, two tall chimneys so it is two rooms 

deep, 2 stories high. Center section encl hall and 2 parlors 

.3 ba;ya,2nd.tloor windows smaller in proportion, bas 2 chimneys on 

SE gable. 

A SE l st.01"1' wing with steep A roof adjoins S SE chinlotr 

Neat and order~ white sidiq 

black shutters 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !TrtUCTURE Endangered 

7.5 map o.k. field 
6. LOCATION MAP (Pl- Op"-oll 

II. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Adlor, T1fl-. P,..,,, 
INTeRYIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ere. 

7 . PHOTOGRAPH 

• NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Orlando Ridout IV 

DATE OF RECORD 
1/14/70 
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AA-203 

Tilden Lawn 
Davidsonville , Anne Arundel County, Md. 
1982 
Orlando Ridout V 
Rear facade from Northwest 





AA- 203 
Tilden Lawn 
Davidsonville , Anne Arundel County , Md . 
1982 
Orlando Ridout V 

First floor stair . 





AA-203 
Tilden Lawn 
Davidsonville, Anne Arundel County, Md. 
1982 
Orlando Ridout V 
Decorative plaster cornice and ceiling, 
North room, first floor . 





AA-203 
Tilden Lawn 
Davidsonville, Anne Arundel County, Md . 
1982 
Orlando Ridout V 

Plaster decoration from interior cornice . 





AA-203 

Tilden Lawn oavidsonville , Anne Arundel county, MD . 

1982 
Orlando Ridout V 
Marble mantel in North room , 1st floor . 





AA-203 
Tilden Lawn 
Davidsonville, Anne Arundel County, MD. 
1982 
Orlando Ridout V 

Greek Revival mantel in Southeast 
room, first floor. 


