
J\A - 207 
Roedown 
Davidsonville 

c . 1835 
private 

This two- and- a - half story , three- bay , 19th century , brick 
dwelling of urban appearance belonged in the B1·o~den family for more 
tahn a hundred years . Reverend William Brogden , rector of All 
Hallows Church (/iA - 150) bought Roedown in 1742 but it was probably 
h1 s ,g;randson , William Brogden, who had the house bu.tlt . The house 
has a well proportioned side hall with sta.irs Rr,cPnding to t.hP. at.t1 ~. 
and double parlors . The entrance , hav1n5double doors , has an unusual , 
modillioned cornice and leaded t&tansom . 



l 

AA-207 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ~ ~OUJuJ'154o+ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

dNAME 
HISTORIC 

Roedown 
AND/OR COMMON 

l)LOCATION 
STREET Ii NUMBER N. side Harwood Rd., off of Wayson Rd. 

ciTY. 'l'owN Davidsonville 
VICINITY OF 

CONG"SSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE 
MD A ACOUNT'( l nne runa.e 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC .!!OCCUPIED -AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

~BUILDINGISl ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL .-"PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS _ YES RESTRICTED -GOVERNME~T _SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME John M. Begg 

Telephone # : 
STREET Iii NUMBER 

Roedown St. :Md . 
STATE 1 CITY. TOWN 

Dav1dsonv1lle - VICINITYOF 

Zl.p code 

Lib er #: J41 
Folio #: 181 

ijLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Anne Arundel COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC 

STREET Ii NUMBER 

South St. 
c1TY. TOWN Annapolis STATE Nd 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

QTY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_'ixCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

..luNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

A4--Z o 7 

_MOVED DAT~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hoedown is located at the end of a private road , on the north 
side of Harwood Rd . , off of Wayson Rd., near Davidsonville . 
It is silUated on a knoll, surrounded by the rich pasture land 
of a worl{ing farm , facing south . 

The structure is a 2 1/2 story, rectangular , three bay brick 
dwelling on a partially raised , lighted basement . A small tliJO 

story frame kitchen wing on a briclt foundation joins the east 
elevation at the rear . The main house is bricJ{, laid in common 
bond on all elevations , and carefully repointed by the present 
owner . The Jtitchen wing is shingled and painted white . The house , 
which looks to have been built in the f11·~t half of the 19th cen -
tury (c . 1835) , has a decidedly urban appearance for its rural set­
ting . 

A one story screen porch with a shed roof jolnd the east elevation 
and abutts the kitchen wing . 

The main entrance ls in the east bay, front elevation. Six­
paneled doors are set wi thin a recessed entry , having a mo­
dillioned cornice and a rectangular transom, containing lead 
tracery in a circular design; louvered shutters flank the doors . 
A less formal entrance , also with double doors, is at the rear of 
the house . 

Windows throughout the house have 6/6 double hung sash with 
brick flat arches and limestone (?) sills. Recessed and framed 
by louvered shutters , the windows are spaced evenly on the front 
and west elevations . The wi ndow , located above the door, mid­
way between the first and second stories , corresponds to the 
stair landi ng i ns i de . 

The house has a gable flank roof , covered with wood shingles . 
and a five course brick corni ce . 'A large rectangular br ick 
chi mne;yr, with short ends perpendicular to the gables ,c.t.¥£ set 
slightly off center of the middle of the r oof. Pai1•s of 
pedimented dormers with segmental arched windows , holding 6/6 
light sash are on the front and rear of the roof . 

Interior : The house has a side hall plan with a through hall , 
having doors at either end for cross ventilation. Stairs on the 
east wall of the hall rise , with two landings to the third floor . 
The gracefully curved handrail i s walnut or mahogany with a round 
turned newel post and round curly maple balusters . The step ends 
·1splA.y rRis~d scroll'patterns and the wall under the stai rs is 
paneled . Double parlor s . separated by 5- paneled folding doors , 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Af\-;;.01 
~II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUUY· PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PL.ANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ REUGION 

_1 40CM4119 ..-ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION - LAW -5CIENCE 

- 150CM 599 ..-AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -5CULPTURE 

- H100· 1699 4£....ARCHITECTURE .-EDUCATION -MILITARY -50CIA IJHUMANITARIAN 

- 1700· 1 799 _ART .-ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

.11!1800· 1899 _ COMMERCE _EXPLORA TIONI SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900. - COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER tSPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ~ • cgtS" BUILDER/ ARCH ITEC. T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A t:wo- anr'l.- half story , three bay , 19th~·dwelling of brick, Hoedown 
has an urban character which is exaP;p.;eratecl by its bucolic setting . 
The house sits on top of' a terraced knoll surrounded by rol.lin~ 
pasture lands . The property is a worklnF farm on which race 
ho1·ses are bred and raised . The elegant treatment of the entrance 
as seen in the mod1111oned cornice and leaded transom is in contrast 
with the common hond facade , jack arches ove1· the windows , and partic­
ularly the use of a brick cornice . The chimney Placement permits 
fireplaces on the inside wall of the hall . The exterior and interior , 
restored by the present owners , are in excellent condition. The 
si 1e hall with its gracef1ll arched entry; stairs 1.end.ing to the, 
third floor and fine 19th century woodwork are typical of the detail 
throughout the house . 

The earliest reference to Rowdown occurs 1.n a certificate of 
patent (16/J4) from George Yate of Anne Arundel County, a surveyor , 
and Thomas Taylor , also of Anne Arundel , for 800 acres of' land , 
Dec. J , 1670 . The name Brogden 4-13 lssociated with the property 
until the late 19th century_ Jit is f i rst mentioned in a deed of 
April 6 , 1742 when William Brogden of .Anne .Arundel County , purchased 
from John 1raillor , London Ilerchant , 800 acres for 425 pounds , called 
RowloWJ:J (RB 1/189) . Reverend William Brogden was Rector of All 
Hallows Church (AA- 150) from 1738 to 1760 and he is buried under 
the altarof the church. His eldest son , William, was refered 
to as Capt . Brogden 1n the 1776 Census and Major Brogden, owner 
of part of Rowdown in the 178) TaxJAssesment . He sel'ved as a 
ri.ele.a:ate to the General Assembly in 1793, 1796 , 1797 . The 1798 
Federal Tax Assesnient for Lower Road Ri_yer Hundred lists William 
Brop;den as the owner of 473 acres of B<'m.own and a 30 x 20 ' , one 
sto1·y, wood dwelling, kl tchen ami meat house . It was most likely 
for Dr . William Brogden (1797-1861); the .c;randson of Reverend 
'lilliaw Erop;den , that the handsome brick house as we know 1 t 
WD.S built . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lllJ<;EOGRAPHICALDATA 217.10 map58 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

---------------------------------~~-~ STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Marion Morton Carroll 

oRGAN1ZAT10N Dept• of Planning and Zoning' AA Ct• DATE June, 7 8 

STREET 8i NUMBER 
Arundel Center 

TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN 
Annapolis 

STATE Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

P8• I 'IOt 



) , .• i '.• t •1 Title Search Roedown 

341 181 
Granters: Thomas D. and Magaret B. Carson 
Grantees: John M. and Jennie F . Begg 
215 . 64 acres 

AA-207 

Sept . 18 , 1945 

231 339 Dec . 28 , 1940 
Granters: Safe Dept . and Trust Co . of Baltimore , trustee under 

Will of !1eta Packard , late of .Baltimore city . 
Grantees : Thomas D.-tMargaret B. Carson 

r;w 1 39 Jan . 9. 1896 
Granter : Joseph Packard , Jr . attorney of Baltimore city . 
Grantee: Meta Packard 

At public sale August 27 . 1895 hy State Attorney by special 
author1 ty vested in him by mortgage from J>:ary H. RroP:den , 
widow of Dr . William Brogden , to Meta Paclrerd 
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l. STATE 

COUNTY 

TOWN 

Maryland 
Anne Arund-~l 

VICINITY 

HISTORIC AMERICAt~ BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY AA-1/11=1:2:) 

STREET NO. 'ti. wa~,rson roaa 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

2. NAME Roedown 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

/ I. - ~ 

4. NOTABLC: FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Hegg 

on high hill 2~ storf.r brick hall and double parlor 

narro,,,:, deer,, com"'Tlanding 

2 chimneys on d side, dormers on front and back , A roof rid;:i:e 

runs E-W. On fine rolling farm lands, nouse in fine conditio~. 

r., end has proportionately small 1-storey wing. Outbuildings, 

grove trees, >.o portico on S side doo:·way 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exterior 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 

7 
I 
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