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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

IVY NECK SLAVE QUARTER SITE 

This abandoned two story structure stands on the site identified as the 11Slave 
Quarter" on the 1792 plat of Watkins Neck Farm (a copy of which is attached). 
Though the farming timbers are still sound, large portions of the clapboard 
siding have been removed exposing ~he interior to the weather and hastening 
deterioration. 

The structure, measuring approximately 46 1 x 15 1 is considerably larger than 
other slave or tenant dwellings located in southern Maryland. Its facade which 
faces south, is six bays in length (two doors, each flanked by two windows) in 
contrast to the typical length of one or two. Also unusual are the two adjacent 
shed dormer windows that jut from the center of the slope of the roof. The 
brick stove chimneys built inside each gable end are original. 

The obvious difference in the sills, flooring and rafters indicate that the 
house was constructed in two sections. These rooms are divided by a frame par
tition, with a doorway connecting them. Though these divisions in the house 
as well as the size suggest a duplex, this possibility is dimished by the fact 
that the only stairway is not located through the center of the house, but in 
the southwest corner of the east room. The stairway is enclosed and is wider 
and more 11finished11 than the ladder stairs of undressed planks found in most 
slave or tenant houses. The stairs ascend to a hall landing on the second floor. 
To the east (right) a door gives entrance to a good-sized room. To the west 
another door leads into a small room. Beyond this room is another of similar 
dimensions. These three rooms upstairs show a more extensive division of space 
than was common in 19th century houses of black people and provided the occupants 
of this house with more privacy. 

All of the timbers and boards used in this house were mill sawn into dimensions 
one commonly finds today at the lumber ;y-ard. The timbers were butted into place 
and nailed with cut nails to form the "Balloon frame", a method of framing that 
came into use by black tenants in southern Maryland in the last quarter of the 
19th century. None of the timbers were mortised and tenoned, the traditional 
method of joinings the frame. In fact there were no indications of the old methocs 
of "working wood" in this house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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There is nc evidence in the construction that would establish this house to be 
antebellum. In fact, the design, materials and the use of the ballon frame show 
quite clearly that this was a late 19th century structure. 

A brief conversation with one of the black workers at Ivy Neck established that 
the house was standing over sixty years ago, when he was young. It was known at 
that time as "old house". This indicates that the house was probably constructed 
in the 1880s or 90s, perhaps as a replacement for one or more of the slave cabins. 
The probability of this date is strenghtened by an interview with an elderly black 
tenant farmer in St. Mary's County who said that black people began changing over 
to wood stoves and to this kind of frame house (because 11they could build more rooms)" 
at the time of his birth (1895) or a little earlier. 

This period marks several transitions in black housing in rural southern Maryland: 

1. from the small single pen houses to larger structures (at least for some 
blacks). 

2. from the use of construction materials gathered from nearby resoUTces 
(the forest) and hand crafted by builders to manufactured store-bought 
materials. 

J. from the use of the open hearth for cooking and heating to the wood stove. 

4. from one or two open rooms to four or more rooms, which permitted more 
privacy and may have heightened the sense of individual territory. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Figure 23 
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AA-225B 
Ivy Neck Tenant House #2 

This additional information on Ivy Neck Tenant House #2 was assembled during the 
Galesville Black History Survey in 1985 by the Anne Arundel County Committee of 
the Maryland Historical Trust. 

Ivy Neck Tenant House #2, constructed probably during the 1880's-90's, is clearly 
visible in a 1921 aerial photograph of Ivy Neck belonging to the Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center at Rhode River. 

George Downs, a farm employee at Ivy Neck, is a former occupant of Tenant House #2. 
He was born down the road at Parkhurst Farm in 1932, and he began working parttime 
at Ivy Neck at the age of 9 or 10. He moved into Tenant House #2 in 1942 with 
his mother Mary Brent Downs and his two sisters. His father who had worked at 
Parkhurst was dead. George continued living in Tenant House #2 after his mother's 
death in 1948. In 1952 he and his sister Becky moved to Ivy Neck Tenant House #4 
where they stayed until the Smithsonian bought the land surrounding it in 1966. 
Now George Downs lives in Annapolis and commutes to work at Ivy Neck. Both 
tenant houses, #2 and #4, are vacant and in ruins. The roof on the older (east) 
section of #2 collapsed in the early 1980's. (See attached photos, before and 
after the collapse.) 

Susan Wetherill I 1/87 
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