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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This log house is an integral member of the complex of 19th century buildings 
on the Collison farm. Each of them is decaying, this house and the smoke house 
being in the gravest condition. The tabacco barn has already collapsed. 

The construction of the house is rough (the unplaned plank partitions and the 
exposed puncheon joists), is strictly utilitarian, and is plain to the point of 
starkness. Inside there remains no sign of embellishment or personal expression, 
except perhaps through the functional things that were hand-made, such as the door 
latches, but these too are devoid of decorative carving. 

The house is one bay in length across both the facade (East) and rear (West). 
A late 19th century kitchen (now in ruins and overgrown) was added to the rear. 
Although the length and width (c.17 1 x c. 14 1

) of this slave cabin are about the same 
as others, its height is much shorter, its front doorway measuring only 51 and the 
rooms less than 61

• 

The cabin rests on stone pilings, hewn sills, and puncheon sleepers. The log 
walls are sheathed with board and batten attached by cut nails. The corners are 
diamond-notched; and the wide gaps between the logs are chinked with modern bricks, 
planks, and mortar. On the South gable end a narrow brick chimney has replaced the 
original, which may have been brick. Into the North gable wall was cut a small 
rectangular window opening with one sash of 2 over 2 lights; the sash and even the 
opening do not appear to be original. A small window opening was also sawn in the 
front door, but the door is not original, thus unless the original door had a 
window opening (which would have been uncommon), the ground floor had no windows, 
hence little light. 

The interior consists of two small rooms, divided by a partition of planks 
vertically attached and cut by a circular saw. A low door connects the two rooms. 
Another doorway leads from the front room into the kitchen addition in the rear. 
In both rooms, the walls are whitewashed. In the front room the fireplace has been 
filled in with logs and a clay pipe installed for the wood stove. The mantle appears 
to be late 19th century and, though plain, has the most finished wood in the house. 
It is mill-made and may have been bought new or removed from another house. 

In the northeast corner of the front room a steep and narrow stairway leads to 
the loft.;rAscends directly over the end of the mantle and forcefully shows how 
cramped the quarters were. It resembles a ladder whose underside has been enclosed 
by horizontal planks. Indeed, it may have replaced a ladder, similar in usage to those 
at Blair's Purchase and East St. Mary's Manor in St. Mary's County. The treads are 
deeply worn, though not original. A plank door with a hand-made wooden latch closes 
off the stairway at the bottom landing 

The frame loft is 
gable end has a window. 
rafters, but where they 
and pegged at the peak. 
remaining wood shingles. 

bisected into two rooms, corresponding to the two below. Each 
The ceiling of turn of the century 111 x 411 planks covered the 

had decayed, one could see that they had been mortised, tenoned, 
The roof is covered more by honeysuckle than by the few -
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George W. McDaniel 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Commission for Afro-American and Indian History and Culture 1/76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

12 W. Madison St. 301-383-3648 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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3. Collinson Far• ArchltDlDQical Sit• (18 AN 574>. 
Ann• Arund•l County, Maryland. 
Photo by Dani•l Koski-Kar•ll. 
26 Hay 1986. 
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N~ativ• at Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, HD. 
View: Slav• Cabin ruinl northern •levationl ca.....-a is 
facing south frCNI north.rn corn.r of th• cabin. 
3 of 10. 

4 4 





/f11-;;L3tJ ,4 

4. Collinson Far• Arch1tOl09ical Sit• <18 AN 574>. 
Ann• Arund•l County, "aryland. 
Photo by Dani•l Koski-Kar•ll. 
26 1'1ay 1986. 
N•Qativ• at Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, "°· 
View: Slav• Cabin ruin• south•a•t •l•vation• catn9ra is 
facing w.st. 
4 of 10. 


