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The 01d Methodist Parsonage belonged for over a century to the
Methodist Church which stood on the corner of Sudley Road and Route 255.
A dwindling congregation and a dispute over an organist caused the
church to be closed in the early 1940's. The organist and the remainder
of the congregation moved to the Methodist Church at Lothian.

The house was built in the late 1830's. A deed, still in the house,
describes its sale on November 20, 1841 by Samuel and Eliza Owens for
$1300 to the church trustees: John Sellman, Jacob W. Bird, Francis Bird,
Henry Owens, Robert Carr, William H. Peake, James L. Owens, Bushroo M.
Marriott, and Samuel Carr.

The Johnston family bought the house in 1943 and sold it to the
Davenports in 1972,

The house has a traditional double-parlor, side: hall plan. The
fascade is 2 1/2 storys high, and 3 bays wide. There are two pedimented
dormers on each side of the roof. The wing on the west end of the main
house is one room deep, 2 storys high, and was probably built in the
1860's.

The interior details are simple. The mantels and moldings have no
carving. The stair has exceptionally low risers, causing the landing
to cut across the second floor window. A wainscot, of vertical car-
siding under a chair rail, surrounds the dining room. It may have been
added when the wing was built.

A large yard with boxwood hedges and several old trees surrounds
the house. A huge walnut, listed as a corner marker in the 1841 deed,

is till standing.

The house is being restored by the present owners.
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