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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

!l/ NAME ·~ ~ 
COMMON: 

"Snith's f>irrc~a se>" 

ANDIOR HISTORlC: 

12. LOCATtON 
. . 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 
Ovvensville Sc:.dley Ro3.d rllest cor:le~::- of jct. of qte ~ c; c; with -~~-' 

C:TY OR TOWN: 

O.vensville 
i 

5TATE I COUNTY: 

Maryland Anne Arunde 1 

13. CLASStFICATtOI+ -<·· :••:; .. . .>· ·: .. : ·•; .· •· 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District ~ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yes: 

D Site [] Structure ~ Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 RHtricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progre11 ~ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •11 Appropriate) 

.o Agr i cu ltura I 0 Government 0 Pork 0 T ranaportati on 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial ~ Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 E r.t•rta inment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f4. OWN!:R OF PR:OPERTY . · ::. .. :.-.. : .. : . .... .. . 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Mr. & ~...r-s. Edward 'ti. Dohe:-ty 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Owensville 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I ','/est River Maryl3nd 20881 

1s. t.OCAllON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTlON .• . :.:: ·:; . •:.:/ : .·· <\'>~.~ 
COURTHOL'SE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

STREET A.NO NUMBER: 

(ITV OR TOWN: I STATE 

I i Mri,..., :rf)s..._a. o. ;n. Parcel 4151. Liber 'Folio # formerlv 1491/245 
tritle Reference of Currir:>nt- nir:>ir:>n ( Bt"\t"\'k- & Pa i) ! 

l~· -~~~~·eNt~'.tlC»f lN .EXtSTINO. $URYEV'$ . .· ·.· < .X'.· 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SUR-.tEY: 0 Federal 0 State 0 County 0 Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I 

PS - 709 
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17,. Q£SCRl?TfON 

CONDITION 
I Exce ll•nl 0 Good 0 Foir 

(Check Ond) 

0 Deteriorated [J Ruins 0 ·Unexposed ~ 
1--'-~~~~~~~-(-C~-e-c_k_O_ne-) ~~~~~~~--,-,~~~~--~~-(-C~h-e-c~k-O~n-e-~~--~~~~~--1 

[J Altered ~ Uncltered C Moved J8l Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT~ ..io ORIGINAL (JI known) 'PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Smith's Pu.:::-c'.12se is a large a::d CcYnfortabl<=> frame :-:0ust: i:i t'.-:P 
center of wensville. Several features of the structure make it in
teresting and unusual. 

Th<?. ::'irst ;:iart '.'.Jf t1le house was built in 1838 hy D:-. ~'arnes Murray. 
It is a 2~ story, 3 bay, f.::-ame structuce wi t'.1 an A-.roof, and interio!'.', 
end chimneys. Murrary, a practici!lg physician, altered the traditional, 
side-hall, d0uble-parlor plar: of houses of t'.:e Federal period to 
accomodate a small office, with a s~parate entrance, at t'.:e front 0f the 
building. Murray livec in t'.-:e house fo::: about five years. r.ovi::g away 
only after his wife, t=Jregnant wit!; thei.r first child. was killed by a fall 
down the cellar steps. 

For nearly a century the house was continuously occupied by doctors. 
Dr. Murrayts successo:-:- was '.Jr. '::stf"_:i !-!all. l:: 1843, "l. ~lat was drawn 
of the property, i::ientifying it as "Smith's Pur:::hase", th.e na:-'1e de!'."ived 
from an early patent. T'.-:P fact that a survey was mac:'.e :i.ndicctes t::at 
the prope!'."ty probably changed hands at that ti~e. In 1847, Dr. Hall 
enlarged the house by addi!!g a 2 story, T-shaped wing to its south end. 
The house is shown 0n thf" 1360 \.Ounty map under the name of Dr. ~ste~ 
Hall..'.. The n~xt owne!" was :J!'.". Augustus !1all, '.·-.'hose n2r1r> 3.ppea:-:-s o;i tr.e 
1878 county map.-:: :J:-:-. C'.-:eston acqui:::e'.:l tl:e house i;i about 188') 3nd his 
::laughter, ".':lemence C!lesto;i '3urwell, remained the!"e Ui-itil 1971. Sxte:-:
sive renovation has been urrlertaken b~r t':e p::-esnnt o·.·:r:e!'."s a:irl the t.-.ouse 
is in gcod co;idition. 

The 1838 section has a ~oderately pitched roof •.vitr. its ridge ::-un-
:iing app.raximat<:>ly :1ort>: - soutr.. There ar.e 2 dor'.11'-'!'."S on the cast si::lP 

m 
m 

z 

•.vi t:-: pedimented g::i.bl""s "lnd segmentally :oorc:-:e::: '.'!i:tdO\'i op'2:1ings. The 0 

The ciutside walls ::i.-e sheathed i:-1 woor:J sic5ing 0-f: ;raduat"'d widt!i, 
decreasi:tg as it rises to t1le ':)l'1in box cor;iice. The east (f:-:-or.t) 
el'2vation has large 6/6 pane openings with l·'.)UVred shutters. -~ one 
st'Jry, o~e;i p::irch covers the '2ntra'.1c::': a'.ld t'l.e fir st ±=loor ".·Ji n:-1'.'.J\vS. T"!<:> 

\Vest elevatio0 :-:~s fo1rr 6 .:5 pan~ \ .. Ji!"ljJvJs nn the second fl00.~. /\ 
sc!:'"A~ned ?O:-c:--; cove!:"' s t~e :=at1r, flo~r.- to ~ei ling~ 9 g f):3n-: o~~:ii ·1gs 
on the ~irst floor. 

The main entrance, in the center hay of thP east elevation, 'las a 
sin.gJ.e door with two elaborately molded vertical ':)anPls. It is f::-amer:l by 4 
pane side-lights and a transom light '·1i th .=i rlie.:-::-::n'."' p.=i::2 s0.sr,. 

~h0 ·joor leads ir..tc 3 foyer. The office is OY'. the cig'l. t r !!Orth side) • 
the st2i.:-:-s leaC ur:· O:! the left; ar:C st~a.ir;~t t:lh~a~ ::!re t~e d°!..!'"1::.ng ro0r:t 
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PERICO (Chedr One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC!FIC OA"'EiSl (If Applicable •ndKnown) i838 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

184+ 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One OT More •• Appropriate) 

Abor i,ainal 0 Education 0 Political 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 

0 His,oric 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 lnventi on 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Land scope 0 Sculpture 

0 Att Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 literature itarian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

J~. Jn~es !1urray ,,\f3S o~e 0.c t!"-:~ r!'!Ore r:-:;;ni:-1-2;-;t pt::"SO~alitie~- Of t~e 
'!lest River C:o::ir.1uni ty. ::.fter 1-:e 1'2ft S~i t'"l · s Purc'lasc 'le- bui 1- t 2~0t!-1:=r 

'.:ous<:> :iec-:- lf2".'"'.voo~. C:::illed A".'"den (4:212 0'1 the su::-v"'y), it is ~ uni::_ue 
exam~l2 ":f t'.-' ~ Louisia:ia plantat:i.on style. It was huilt en ~°!'CG given 
to');::-. '.'1u::-ray by :1"2mes C:~o::-t:Y' cf H"1.wtho::-r\p ~icge (#213). 

MurTay eventually m2".':-:.ec two '.Jf C:'-:csto'l' s ::l"!ugb.te::-s a"!-:'. '-.2.C. :::everal 
.::b.i lC_r.e::. :.re ~oveS r:_j_ ~ fe.mi ly to 'd2r~er.tn:., 115.r-g:l ~ia at tr:e stcr-t of t:-ie 
C:i·\r}_l i/Jar end er-:te~~c tf-:e ':Jnf.>?derate l\.rrn~{ as :=:. s'1r9en~. A st~ry i~ t::·l:-i 

~bout t:-1e soljier~ and deserters £'r0m bct~i arr:t:i.es ·..:~::i re;>catejly r3.:i
sack:e-'! t~e :'1a::-rent;>: fa::-rn. All r;f the st"Xk ·.·:as st'.Jlen exce;;t f2.r one 
;i0:iy, belo:igirg to tr:s Mu::-ray -:l:~ lc':.-Pn. T:--:ey 1<:e~t it co·,,e::-eC: wit:-- ;J.".'easc 
an~ cl2i~ed that it b.ad a stein dis2as~ an~ would infect any othe.".' sto=~ 

'11.r~ .;_ci-: \·l~ s Y:i::::pt ;:ea~ ~- t. 

Afte::- ti-<:' war, ,}ar.1es Mi.rrray n::tu.r::ed to A:ine .A.:-un:iel ::::ou'.lty, bought 
C2da::- ?a:.-< (:;141) ar..C: liver:! the.re uctil l;~.s deatl'-:. 

~onversatio~ with ~ Ch~crdll !'fu".'"ray, ~u'.'.lberstone, l'fld., CctohE'r 1974. 
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1. Ma= tenet, Simo:-i I, Marte net' s Mao of A!'me Arundel County, ;-!2.ryl2nd, 
:~o. 6 South Street, Baltimore, 1860 

2. :-lopki!1s, G.M., .A.tlas of Anne Arundel County, Maryland, 320 /lalnut 
Street, P~iladelphia, l378 

10. GEOCRAPHICAL DATA 

--t .1 
I. 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

I '...ATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE CDORDIN,O.TES I 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POl"'T OF .. PROPERT' 

~~~~~~~~~~~--< Ri--~~~~~~-o-F~L_E_s_s_T~H~A~N~T_E_N~A~C~R_E~s~ 

F
NER LA.TITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 
• • 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds .
1

. 

0 • • 

I 
NE 0 

• 

~: I : 0 

0 

0 

I APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF I 

Acreage Justification: 

I 
j 
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I 
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DL FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl TLE: 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TO'NN: 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: 

LATITUDE 

Degrees 
0 

/ST A TE 

(Office 

Minutes 

Use 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 

Seconds 

Only) 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Secc.nds 

0 

IDATE 

I 
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0 
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7. DSSCR::::PTIO"J: 

ar.d ·'.")arlo:::-, pl3ce::' t?nc to end or; the west side of t'::e bui::.d::.:-:g. 

T'.'-4esc two roo~~ a:e ser·..r .. ~.-::1 by ti--:r-: ·-:nd c:--:.;~M:lcys w~ic~ -~ise ta t::e ·.-.rest 

side of the r'Jof =id<;e !"ather th2n be5."g at the ce::;t::r. Rather tl-:ar 
l-iaving a bla;-~c n::irth well, or a;; :'..r.:.eJUla:::- ?~aceme'"lt of winC'.)'.-JS tci .cit 
the locati.o!! of t11e chi'."'!!ey, i-11.1.:.,...ay had e-,.:.ee o~e'.1in;;s cut into t':e sidi::g, 
i:cstalled fra:nes, a::c~ covere::~ th<::?:n '.vith louvrrd· ~hutt0rs. T'ne c!-:ir:mey i::: di::-ect:... 
ly behi::d tw.o cf these false 'vindows. The ~dr~ ope::i;;g, o:-: the east side 
'.Jf the first f2.oor (~0rth '!!all), is th .. ~ outsi.Ce ;::_.;;.t_-a!:.cs to the o:7fice. 

Much of t~e interior fiDis:-ii~g o-£ th:..s section o~ the h~"1sP ::s ':):"i~si~a.1. 

T'r_--::· <=tair '"las a walnut ban:ciste::- a'ld cciund birch s~i.ndles. Tt r:'..ses t::i a 
"sood-m-::>rning" lanci.ng 'in the second floor, joini::g the b.•::i '?"'r:tior.s of t!--.e 
:.ou~;e. T.--,e floors arr:: randor:i width ;iine; the moldirlgs an~ well executec'. 
exar.•?les of the Fede!'."2.J. Style with fl'..1ted architraves a::d sr;i.Je...re corner 
blocks with medallions. i·bst of the :loo.rs are originaJ. a:-:d seve=-al of 
them hc.ve "'.:arpenter" le.tches, wit ... , seals, in perfect co!1diti0n. 

T.'1e 184 7 wing of the hause '.-1;;.s si::t;;le details: mi tered-co."."ne.:. mc:ildings 
and plain ma'.ltels. T.--,e first ::'loor plan consists of 0ne .::-oo;n '11ith a th.::-ee
sided bay window at o:-:e end c. -·a fi::-e place at the other. On the other side 
of t!-;e cl:imney j_ s the hall which lea::'.s to the stair and foyer of the 1838 
secti0~. On t~e op?osita side of the ~~ll is the kitchen. 

R.enov=i.ticns to the house :'...ncl'.J.ded tl-e raising of the li vi'1g and 
din.inc.; roo'.'1 doorways, the addition 0f :-ia:::-ble facings tc the; :f5 .. rcp laces, and 
t'.-:e cove.!:'.'ing cf the original lat'"\ an<: ;:>laster:- wit'.i sheet rock.· The alter-at:l.ons 
have give:: th:: house far more ~legance tha:i is t-y?ical cf :.ts .::-ural 
setting but it bea.::-s these cha!!ges well. 
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