
AA- &fti 315 
Franklin United Methodist Church 
Church ton 
Access:Public 

Franklin United .Methodist Church stands 10 1 from Deale-Churchton Rd. 

on the east side side>~ mile from where that road makes it's junction 

with Shady Side Road. This site is the home of one of the oldest black 

Methodist meetings in southern Anne Arundel County. James Thompson 

bought this land from Benjamin Smith in 1873. The deed was improperly 

registered:,Benjamin Smith's son> John Smithi again assigned the land to 

the trsteee of the African Methodist Meeting in 1876. Thompson was a 

freedman before the conclusion of the Civil War. He purchased land 

1876 

from both the Weems and the Smith .families in southern Anne Arundel County. 

He is credited with the founding of both Franklin United Methodist Church 

and Great Swamp M.E. Church (now St. Matthews U.M.Church) at Shady Side. 

It is on land that Thompson owned that the black community o.f Churchton 

now exists. 

Franklin United Methodist Church is covered with composite shingles over 

weatherboard. This structure was rebuilt in 1910. The building measures 

26• across the front and is 38' in depth. Above the entrance is a triangular 

arc with one diamond shaped piece of colored glass (all red). There is a short 

square tower above the entrance and an open bel.fry. The belfry is capped 

with a graceful spire. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Franklin United Methodist Church stands 10' from Deale-Churchton Rd. 

on the east side,J..imile from where the road makes it's junction with 

Shady Side Rd. The Church is covered with composite shingles over weather

board. The front of the building measures 26'> and the main body of the 

Church is 38' long with a 9' addition at the sacristy. There are two (2) 

double lancet windows (colored glass) in the front facade. The front facade 

has an entranceway at the northeast corner of the building 12' wide and 

5~' in depth. The wooden doors (recent vintage) are three-paneled. Above 

the door is a triangular arc with one diamond-shaped piece of colored glass 

flanked Ly t\\'o triangular pieces of colored glass (all red). There is 

a short square tower above the entrance and a belfry. The belfry is opened 

and capped with a graceful spire. 

There are six (6) 12' lancet windows on either side of the main body 

of the church. Unfortunately, they have id~ed a cinder block addition on 

the north side of the church and some of the windows are blocked. 
I 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Franklin U.M. Church is the site of one of the oldest 

black Methodist meetings in southern Anne Arundel county. The land was sold to James 

Thompson by Benjamin Smith in 1873. The deed was improperly registered and Benjamin 

Smith's son,John Smith>again assigned the land to the trustees of the African Methodist 

Meeting in 1876. James Thompson, the founder of the Methodist Church at Shady Side 

(Gr Swamp M.E. Church, now St. Matthews U.M. Church~ was on the first board of 

Trustees of Franklin U.M. Church. 

Thompson was a freedman before the conclusion of the 

Civil War. He purchased land from both the Weems and Smith families in Anne Arundel 

county. He is credited with being the founder of two religious institutions> and it 

is on the land that Thompson owned that the black corrmunity of ~hurchton now exists. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Franklin United Methodist Church 
Churchton , Anne Arundel Co. , MD 
Michael Hosford 
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