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Pleasant Plains is a 2 part, brick house, located on the South bank of
Ridout Creek. Surrounded by a grove of small trees, it stands in a
setting ofopen fields. In addition to the house, there are several
Interesting out buildings.

The principal section of the house is 2 1/2 stories high, 2 rooms deep

and 5 bays long. The house is unusually wide and has a long, sloping,
slate covered A roof, which covers not only the third floor but an attic

as well. There are two gabled dormers lighting the third floor on the
North side of the roof and three on the Socuth side. Two tahl brick chimey
stacks rise at each end of the roof. The house stands on a full, raised
basement.

The formal entrance to the house is in the center bay of the South elevationj.
The doorway is sheltered by a small portico with a pair of Doric columns
and an arched ceiling under the A-~roof, The door itself is framed by a

5 pane transom light and narrow side lights. The brick steps have an iron
ralling.

The North elevation of the house also has a doorway but it has no porch,
or elaborate frame. A tiny 2-parte window is located on its East side.
The window in the center bay, above the door, is placed lower than the
others on the second floor because it lights the stair landing.

A1]1 of the windows in the house are surmounted by flat arches. Those on
the first and second floors have 6/6 pane sashes. The basement windows
have 3/3 pane sashes. The openings in the end walls (East and West
elevations) are placed between the chimmeys. There are two on each of
the first, second and third floor levels., A single 4 pane window is
located at the peak of each gable end, lighting the attic.

The interior plan of this section of the house consists of two rooms on
elther side of the wide entrance and stair hall. The two rooms on the

east side of the hall are divided by a narrower hall which contains another
stalrway and also leads into the smaller section of the house.

The interior detailing of the principal section of the house is relatively
plain. The mantels are wooden. The windows are framed with typical
corner-block-and medallion moldings.

A much smaller brick wing is attached to the east end of the section just
described. It is two storles high and only one room deep. Its North wall
is flush with the North wall of the other section,

The slate covered A roof of the smaller section is lower than that of the
other because there is no basement. A single flue chimmey stack rises
above the East end of the roof. The North and South elevations are
identical; two small 6/6 pane windows at the second floor level and one
6/6 pane window and a door way at the first floor level. A dentilled
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cornice is formed by a course of alternating projected and flush brick
headers. The only opening in the East wall of this section is a door
leading onto a small screened porchz]

The interior plan of the smaller section of the house. consists of a passagg
at the West end, comnecting the North and South doors, and a single room
at the East end. A massive chimmey breast with a large fireplace cpening
projects some distance into the room. It slopes back toward the outside
wall as it rises. A narrow staircase, leading to the second floor, is
located in the Nerth-East corner beside the fireplace.

East of the house is a large brick meathouse which is falling into dis-
repair. It has a steep A-rcof with a vent in the center of the ridge.
There is a door in the center of the West end and a 9 pane window in the
center of the East end. Additional ventilation is provided by a patterned
spacing in the brick work in each gable. The meathouse has a cornice
ldentical to that of the smaller section of the house.

Cther outbuildings include a frame corn-crib and ancther small, frame
structure brought from elsewhere on the farm. It is not known what the
buildings use was. It 1s square in plan and has a hip roof. It has
beaded siding on the exterior and is plastered on the interior. There
is a door in the center of one side with a louvered vent in the cpposite
wall. The other two sides each have a 9 pane window.

The dates of construction of the house and outbuildings are not known.
The house definitely appears on the 1860 Martenet map and the 1878
Hopkins map as owned by John Ridout. The property is presently owned
by Captain and Mrs. Charles R. Dodds.
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