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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET (~2-?) 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Checlt One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Pub lie Yet: 0 Dlarrlct ll(I 8ullcllng Publlc Acqul1l!lon: 181 Occupied 

0 Site 0 Strucrure 181 Prlvore 0 In Proceu 0 Unoccupied 0 R•atrlcted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Conslclered 0 Preaetvotion worlc 0 Unreafflcted 

In progress 6'! No 

PRESENT USE (Checlt One or l#ore •• APP"OP•l•t•) 

181 Agricultural 0 Gavern-nt 0 Parle 0 Tron1portotlon 0 Cornrn•nta 

0 Commercial 0 lnduetrlol 181 Private RHldence 0 Other (Speclt,) 

0 Educotlonal 0 Mllllary 0 Rellgiou1 

0 Ent.,tolnment 0 Mu1•ulft 0 Scientific 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY 01" DEllDS, llTC: 

•TREET ANO NUM81LRt 

Cl TY OR TOWNI 

t• 

DATE 0 .. 8URVltYt 0 Federal 0 Stott 0 Count., 0 Local 

tT" T AND NUMe1tR1 

CtTY O" TOWNI STATILt 

PS- 709 



0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

0 Altered 

0 Good ~ Fair 

(Check One) 

~ Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT' ~D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

Pleasant Plains is a 2 part, brick house, located on the South bank of 
Ridout Creek. Surrounded by a grove of small trees, it stands in a 
setting ofopen fields. In addition to the house, there are several 
interesting out buildings. 

The principal section of the house is 2 1/2 stories high, 2 rooms deep 
and 5 bays long. The house is tmusually wide and has a long, sloping, 
slate covered A roof, wnich covers not only the third floor but an attic 
as well. There are two gabled dormers lighting the third floor on the 
North side of the roof and three on the South side. Two tahl brick chimney 
stacks rise at each end of the roof. The house stands on a full, raised 
basement. 

The formal entrance to the house is in the center bay of the South elevation. "" 
The doorway is sheltered by a small portico with a pair of toric columns m 
and an arched ceiling under the A-roof. The door itself is framed by a m 
5 pane transom light and narrow side lights. The brick steps have an iron 
railing. 

The North elevation of the house also has a doorway but it has no porch, 
or elaborate frame. A tiny 2-pa.til:= window is located on its East side. 
The window in the center bay, above the door, is placed lower than the 
others on the second floor because it lights the stair landing. 

All of the windows in the house are surmounted by flat arches. Those on 
the first and second floors have 6/6 pane sashes. The basement windows 
have 3/3 pane sashes. The openings in the end walls (East and West 
elevations) are placed between the chimneys. There are two on each of 
the first, second and third floor levels. A single 4 pane window is 
located at the peak of each gable end, lighting the attic. 

'Ihe interior plan of this section of the house consists of two rooms on 
either side of the wide entrance and stair hall. The two rooms on the 
east side of the hall are divided by a na.rTOwer hall which contains another 
stairway and also leads into the smaller section of the house. 

The interior detailing of the principal section of the house is relatively 
plain. The rrantels are wooden. The windows are framed with typical 
corner-block-and medallion moldings. 

A much smaller brick wing is attached to the east end of the section just 
described. It is two stories high and only one room deep. Its North wall 
is flush with the North wall of the other section. 

The slate covered A roof of the smaller section is lower than that of the 
other because there is no basement. A s:ingle flue chimney stack rises 
above the East end of the roof. The North and South elevations are 
identical; two srmll 6/6 pane windows at the second floor level and one 
6/6 pane window and a door way at the first floor level. A dentilled 
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F'ERIOO (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

SF'ECIFIC DATE{S) (lfAppllcable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educoti on 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

~ Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Architecture 0 Londscope 

0 Aft Ar chi lecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

ai 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human· 

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

cornice is formed by a course of alterr.ating projected and flush brick 
headers. The only opening in the Fast wall of this section is a door 
leading onto a small screened porch:] 

The interior plan of the smaller section of the house.consists of a passagE 
at the West end, connecting the North and South doors, and a single room 
at the Fast end. A massive crillnney breast with a large fireplace opening 
projects some distance into the room. It slopes back toward the outside 
wall as it rises. A narrow staircase, leading to the second floor, is 
located in the North-Fast corner beside the fireplace . 

Fast of the house is a large brick meathouse which is falling into dis
repair. It has a steep A-roof ·with a vent in the center of the ridge. 
There is a door in the center of the West end and a 9 pane window in the 
center of the East end. Additional ventilation is provided by a patterned 
spacing .in the brick work in each gable. The meathouse has a cornice 
identical to that of the smaller section of the house. 

"' other outbuildings include a frame com-crib and another srnall, :frame 
structure brought from elsewhere on the fa.mt. It is not lmown what the 
buildings use was. It is square in plan and has a hip roof. It has 
beaded siding on the exterior and is plastered on the interior. There 
is a door in the center of one side with a louvered vent in the opposite 
wall. The other two sides each have a 9 pane wir1dow. 

The dates of construction of the house and outbuildings are not known. 
The house definitely appears on the 1860 ~7artenet map and the 1878 
Hopkins map as owned by John Ridout. The property is presently owned 
by Captain and l\lfrs. Charles F.. Dodds. 

PS- 7011 



Pl~ ~~:OR '&f&l.JOGRAP'tUCAL REFf:RENC.i!S . '.:'"'' ,' ·-- .··:'':'·{ ;:.:'':. ,,.,· .. · 
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[10. (;EoGRAPHtCAL DATA 
I-.-

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN,6.TES ·-LATITUDE .A.ND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POl!'.;T OF A. PROPERT·:' 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE '-ATITUOE LVNGITUDE I ,___ 
---1 Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secc>nds I 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
I 

I 

NE 0 . 0 . 
I SE 0 . 0 . 

'"" 0 . 0 . 
APPROXIMATE ACRE.t.GE OF PROPERTY: I 4 "'> t1.l!.re.s 
Acreage Justification: 

I 

flL FORM PREPARED SY " 

,,. 

NAME AND TITLE: 

ORGANIZATION 
ID.t.TE 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: IST.t. TE I 
~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 L~l 0 

Signature 
-
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