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Whitehall Overseer's Quarters AA-326 A 

Before being converted into a carport, this log structure 

had a large central chimney and was partitioned into two 

separate rooms, each with its own front entrance. The house 

presumably served as a duplex for slave families. 
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STREET & NUMBER 
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------~~~~~~~~~ 
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TITLE 

Maryland Historic Sites Survey 

DATE 
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Anne Arundel 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 
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__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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Folio #: 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

\ \ 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This log duplex has been extensively modified. It has been converted into a two 
car carport, sheathed with wood shingles, and had its roof raised about two feet. Further
more, the flooring downstairs and the partition that separated the two rooms have been 
removed. It does, however, convey the division of space in a duplex, and is similar in 
this regard to the duplex at East St. Mary's Manor in St. Mary's County. 

The length of the house runs south to north; the front faces east. Originally a 
brick chimney stood in the center of th~ interior (as at East St. Mary's Manor) with 
fireboxes opening into each room. A plank partition on either sides of the chimney 
divided the rooms. A stairway, larger than those found in most slave cabins, ascended 
the gable wall on each side. The bottom landing indicates the presence of the former 
floor, which was laid about a foot above the ground. Each room had a window that opened 
to the west on the ground floor. 

The houses measures c. 30' x c. 15' each room having been c. 15' x 15'. 

In the upstairs a window was cut into each gable room. Unlike the duplex at East 
St. Mary's Manor, there is no partition dividing the upstairs chamber into two rooms, but 
this partition may well have been removed when the occupants moved out and the upstairs 
converted for storage use. The original roof was removed and the rafters replaced wit 
those from different structures. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_ 1600-1699 .lSARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X.1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mrs. Ruth Taylor now resides in the nearby "overseer's house." According to her, 
that house was built in the second quarter of the 19th century and later inhabited by 
her great grandfather, who moved there as a young man from Whitehall, the main house 
of the plantation and the residence of his father. This log duplex may have been built 
at that time, or earlier, and occupied by the field hands or by house servants of the 
overseers. Mrs. Taylor remembered no other houses nearby that may have constituted a 
slave quarter of which this dwelling would have been a part. Since the structure has 
been extensively altered, there remains no evidence that permits a definite date of con
struction to be suggested. The stairs, which appear to be original, suggest a date of 
.. ·,e second quarter of the 19th century. 

The main house, White Hall, of the plantation on which the overseer's house and 
building were located, is on the National Register. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

llIJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

UST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
N?."'1E TITLE 

George W. McDanial. Surveyor 2/76 
ORGAN;ZATION DA'E 

Commission On Afro-American and Indian History and Culture 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

12 West Madison Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 
,/ 
/....._UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

;.,ACCESSIBLE 
;'.-i.yES: RESTRICTED 
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a DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

2:..-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_,_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

-'..ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This log duplex has been extensively ~o~ified. It has been con
verted into a two car carport, sheathed with wood shingles, and had 
its roof raised about two feet. Furthermore, the flooring downstairs 
and the partition that separated the two roo2s have been reraoved. IT 
does, however, convey the division of space in a duplex, and is sirai
lar in this regard to the duplex at East St. Mary's Manor in St. 
Mary 1 s County. 

The length of the house runs soutn to north; the front faces 
east. Originally a brick chimney stc::c2 in the center of the interio:: 
(as at East St. Marv's Manor) with fireboxes ooeninE ir.to each roe::: .. 
A plank partition o~ either side of t:he c2-'1ir:1ne~: di ,_,ided the rooms. 
stairway, larger than those found in most slave cajir.s, ascended the 
gable wall on each side. The bottom landing indicates the presence o: 
the former floor, which was laid about: a f cc-c above the ground. Eac2-': 
room had a window that opened to the west en the ground floor. 

The house aeasures c. 30' x c. 15' each room having been c. 15' x 
15 I • 

In the uostairs a window was cut into each gable room. Unlike 
the di.iplex_, at East 2:::. Mary's Manor, there is no partition dividin~ 
the upstairos c2-',arnbero into -ct·7C roor:'.s, but this partition ma:,r well have 
been removed when the occuDants moved OU':: and the 1.lostairos converted 
for stcrage use. T:ne original roo:=- was removed and- the rafters re
placed with those from differen::: s:::ructures. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_CONSERVATION -LAW -5CIENCE 

-ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY -50CJAUHUMANITARIAN 
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_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORT A Tl ON 
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_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

Mrs. Ruth Taylor now resides in the nearby 11oyerseer's house". 
According to her, that house was built in the second quarter of the 
19th century and later inhabited by her great grandfather ~ who moved 
there as a young man from White Hall, the main house of the plantation 
and the residence of his father. This log duplex may have been built 
at that time, or earlier, and occupied by the field hands or by house 
servants of the overseers . Mrs. Taylor remembered no other houses 
nearby that may have constituted a slave quarter 0£ which this dwelling 
would have been a part . Since the structure has been extensively 
altered, there ~~-~¥S no evidence that permits a definite date of con
struction to be~· The stairs, which appear to be original, suggest 
a date o f the second quarLer of the 19th century. p;t.. 
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CONTINUE ON SEFARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
ME / TITLE 

/. 7 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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