
SURVEY NUMBER: A-4 .11k,rJ 

' 
MARiLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
SHAW HOUSE I 

A:--i:\APOLI S, HARYLAND 21401 un1 REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

I 

Individual Structure Survey Form i 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: J 

t 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 

; 

Acton 
I 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.~: I 

Acton . 
TOWN: Annapolis 
LOCATION: Acton Place 

PRESENT USE:sinale Familv Res. Apt. 
ORIGINAL USE: Sina le Familv Residence 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COMMON NAME: Acton BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32Par 579 Col Phil~n Hammond ! 

OWNER: & s PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: ~ 

ADDRESS: 
Bridges, Jack H Joan Excellent (x) Good ( ) 
1101 s. Arl i.ng i..,On ndge Rd I 
" ......... l ..; ,,....... ~- HA ""'"'"'" 

Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) I 
ACCESSIBILITY .LU "l"UD ;re: ~~ THEME: , 

I 

Yes (X) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Georgian 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: NR,HABS () DATE BUILT: 
Local ( ) State ( ) National~ ) 1745 1760, 1762 
GENEBAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick(X)Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer(X)Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( ) 

Bonding Pattern: Flemish Other: 
4. Roof Structure 

A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 

B. Other: 
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle(X)Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( ) 

Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 
6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches{x)Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( X)Sheds( )Ells( ) 
Wings ( 29 Other: 

Roof Style: Gable( x)Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )lith Bellcast( )With Parapet ( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2 
Number of Bays: 5x2 Entrance Location: Centered in Porti, 0 

Approximate Dimensions: 80x50 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat(x)Zoning( )Roads{ ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( ) Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Three part main block with pedimented end pavilions, hipped roof with 
massive brick chimneys set p2Jallel to front facade oval windows in pedi­
ments; entire structure surrounded with molded wood cornice, brick bel+ 
course and brick watertable with molded weathering; entrance set in ped 
mented porch, with dentiled cor~ice and rakes and paired Tuscan columns; 
stairs and seats are later; paired double doors with round headed fan 
light, enclosed by paneled pilaster strips; all windows in front facade 
have splayed brick arches, those at sides and rear elliptical openings, 
with wood sills and casings; rear elevation highlighted by one story 
porch that su~rcJunds two-story octagonal ful 1 width bay, porch with 
square posts; hipped dormer at rear roof plane; exceptional interior 
includes three jib doors opening to the porch and double leaf folding 
pocket shutter at all windows; wing at right is t~~ stories with hipped 
roof, connecting to Acton with one story hyphen, both 20thC, replacing 

RELATED STRUCTURES: 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Exceptional Georgian residence with ~uperb massing and form, careful 
attention to design of later wing, exceptional interiors, F1~mish bond 
brickwork; Built on Spa Creek on land deeded to Philip Hammond in 1730 
(name derives from original land grant in 1651 to Richard Acton.) Hamr 
was father of Mathias Hammond, builder of the Hammond-Harwood house. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( 
Moderately Built Up('°Densely-:Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell T']right 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Annapolis, Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 



SURVEY f'..'UMBER: //A - 3 /,o I MARiLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
SHAW HOUSE I 

.:..:\:\APO LIS, t-L-\RYLAND 21401 un1 REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

I 

Individual Structure Survey Form j 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: i 
j 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 
; 
I 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.~: ' ' 
TOWN: Annapolis 
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: Single Family Residence 

1 Acton Place ORIGINAL USE: II II " 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COHMON NAME: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32Par ~579 ! 
OWNER: Bridges Jack H & Joan S PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTIJRE: ! 

ADDRESS: 1101 s. Arlington Rdge Rd. Excellent (x) Good ( ) I 
Arlinqton, VA 22202 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) ( 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: I 

' 
Yes ( X) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: () DATE BUILT: 
Local ( ) State ( ) National ( ) c.1950 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(x) 
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 

c. Iron ( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 
3. Wall Covering: Clapboard(x)Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 

Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer(x)Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( ) 

Bonding Pattern: Other: 
4. Roof Structure 

A. Truss: Wood ( x) Iron ( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 

B. Other: 
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle ( X) Sheet Metal ( ) 

Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 
6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches ( ~Towers ( ) Cupolas ( )Dormers ( ~Chimneys (X ) Sheds ( )Ells~) 
Wings ( ) Other: 

Roof Style: Gable( )Hip( ) Shed ( ) Flat ( ) Mansard ( ) Gambrel ( 29 J erkinhead ( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )Jith Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2 
Number of Bays: ?v4 Entrance Location: Left 
Approximate Dimensions: 30x75 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat(X)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( )Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

No architectural significance. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland(/)Scattered Buildings( ) 
Moderately Built Up(J)Densely-:Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell T'7right 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Annapolis, Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 
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The Annapolis Architectural Resources Survey is the result 

o'f one· summer's study in Annapolis. Annapolis is an incredibly rich 

city·a.:rchitecturally7 so much so that it was impossible to include 

absolutely every structure in the old city that is worthy of preser­

vation. There a.re also many structures outside of the historic dis-

trict that should be included in f'uture surveys. The following list, -· -

-. there-fore 1 should not be regarded as the definite list of buildines 

to be saved_;' someone else might have omitted some of the buildings 

I have i-nclud.ed and included some of the buildings I have omitted. 

It is hoped that the surveyed structures and the architectural 

evaluations will lead to a greater appreciation of Annapolis unique 

architectural heritage. This heritage is not, as many suppose/ soley 

18th century; Annapolis has some extremely important 19th century 

structures. .Architecturally and historically Annapolis-is one of 

the wealthiest cities in America., Her history and architecture are 

"her greates assets and should be jealously guarded. 

William D. Morgan 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:!:A~~~~•01 
1. STATE Annapo Ii::;, 

COUNTY 

M...iryland HISTORIC Al.'ERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVENTORY 

TCWH VI CINI TY 

STRen NO. I Acton PI ace 2. ~AME Acton 

ORIGINAL ov.NER 1'h i Ii p Hah1rnond 
ORIGINAL use residence 
PRESENTOWNER Brs . \J. Tnylor :Smith 
PRESENT USE residence 

DATEORPERIOO 1745, additio11 17o0-r-o" 
STYLE Georgian 
ARCHITECT unknown 
sutLOER Co I • Phi I i p Hummond 

WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 3. FOR L..ISRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. OF STORIES ~ µI us V<!ry I ow attic 

'·NOTABLE" FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCI: Ml!:' PESCRtPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 
Cec i I Cd l vert granted this I and to Richa r d Acton i 11 1651. 
Hammond, an eorly mi I itary fiuurc, nrurried d •. wghtcr of John Brice I. 
The house i s a refined, suµcrb piece of ar·chitt?cture. The front 
is div i Jed i nto three part.; = 2 bays on both sides of a porch ~ ... i th 
four colu1a11s and a tr>ianultlcu- µ~Jir:icnt. The side p..irts have bvo 
\v j ndows o/ 0 on the I st and :211d stories, Ji vi deJ by 0 be It C\Jurse I 

and are topped by trian9ular pediment.s inset with iln oval windo1v. 
The I ow hi ppcd roof has two muss i ve chi 1.incys \vi th their l>rcudth 
facing i::l1e s'trcct . There is one w i ndo\, above the porch. T .e 
sy:.1mcLry is broken by a I atcr \, i ng to t!it: south. A r11dgr. if t ccm: 
tree stands in front of the house. 
The rear of Acton ha~ (3 sides of) en octauonal bl~~~ projcctin 
from t:he middle . A porc:1 tht·. width of "tlw house sits b..:ne,1 h 1 

There arc J windows in 1:he block 
~nd on~ on either side of it, dll 
v/'.J. The house is Ii vt:!d in und 
in good shupe - d reu I 3em - with 
fine Flemish brickwork . 
P. spring house (now on Johnson 
propcrl:y) toward Spa C,.cek in the 
f'ear w::is recent I y dc~1:royed, ho\J­
ever / the found..it i 011s rcr.m in • 

\.\Jlr!: ~ - ' >-\., 
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HPUCTURt: 

L~~l'.l:::::.__!6~.~L~CSC~~~T1~o~N~M~A~P~<P~/~.,,.,~O~o•~·4~nn~l~>~~~~~~~.-~~~~~7~·~r~H~O~T~o~crr~A~P~tt~·-=:-:-=-~::-~~~~----i 
3 PU!lUSiiEO SOURCES (A1Jtnor. Tltl~, Pog.•) 9. NAME. ADDRE~S AND TITLE (•f RECOP.OER 

1 ltHER~!E~,s. RECORDS, PHOTOS, C:TC. 
William D. Mor~~dn 

HA85, Court House, 
Hal I of Records, etc . 
Abundant Records 

Columbi~ Univ~rsity 

N~w York City 

0/1. TE Ot l?ECORO June :!u, 1967 



Arch- · 'JY and H1s'.0r:( reserva·<::;,'1 

W< •1·:gton. DC 202· 

HIS. ·)R!C PRES :RVATION C. ~RTIFICATl 1 ;, 

APt:'~IC :7>.TK N - P. ~T 1 
(Purs.;arit tr ·he Tax Reform A o' 1976) 

lnalrvc:tiona: .Appl1canr 5hould read r~e 1n~ 1 , .~r:, CBrelully Delore cc ·1pi8ttng appllcil11on f;, 1JC:•f;ca11on m~y oe m; ~ :rtess a c: 71".>etlK! a~D· .a11on form lla.s 
C>Hn rflC•ive<J {P.L 94-455) Use typewmer or clearly in aa'~ ml<. to· ·;moiere tile app1•cat•on rm If aOdHIO'·< · spact o-Oed to c:;..,. :.-ere Pa·· .JSe rne rtNerse 
side 01 a separ•r• plam sheel of paper cJeart1 ·.;.eating the o_.·ner's nc •e and mailing address · dt'T T of lf'115 aiJpi1cauor. - ct oe com:;;.t;'· ~ = at'JCI s6-- ·(:. ~.'ie ~;:>ro;>n­

•te Stat• Historic Preservation Officer al anv -ne during the year. an' may be sent separately er with Part 2 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF S-:il'..:lFICANCE 

1. NAME Of PROPERTY: Ac ton H· "!._:-'------- ------------------

Aoo•ess of property Street. One Ac: C':1 Place 

Annapolis )~nty Anne Arundel s Md. 214]1 

Name of h.s:o"c a1st11ct 1n -..,h1ch prover:· :s located ~nap:ilis Historic District 

2.0£SCA1Pnor.; .1FPt1YS1CALAPPEAI'"~:, See a~tach1;;d site plan, location plan ~nd photograp'.-:s 
(see 1nstruct1(1n~ for map and phorogr"pi' ":;u1rements-use rev&·se side tf necessary) 

House Condition: Needs :omplete r~conditioning and redecorating of all surfaces, pri~arily 

inside, ~-th les~ major ·ork on exteJior. Appears to be strucu=rally sound, ~ith sowe 
deflection in floors. ~ontinued re· ~rse side) 

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

fuSBreverse!•~ednecessaryJ Act. Hall is one of Annapolis' finest Mid-E~ghteenth Century manor 
houses. Built circa 7:..,) on water ront land. deeded in 1730 Phillip Hammond, a 
member of the illust ious Ha~:mond family of Maryland and fat .• er of Mathias Hammond 
who b.ilt the Hamm~~ -Harwood Route in 1775. Acton Hall occ~~i2s just und~: an acre 
of lard running fro:!- i:.·rankl:tn St. to Spa Creek at Acton Pla ~. The name (cont. reverse 

ol construe'. 0 ~ 11! ~"own i ~:- ~' 011ginal site D Mov'ld Date of alterat1r 1_1! Kno ... ~.1 wing ltj 
15 

Ji eu ;r 1910 

4. NAME ANO w.-•uNG ADDRESS Of OVr 

Street --1.9. Tul.1m Pl ace 

Cny Io don S w _L_ -----~C~o~u~n~t~r'""Y~-----~..: Er'ob}_a_n_d ___ Zip c: . :~·-----

Telepl"\one N~· t>€r 1durong day A·e rnLa.c.L.Lffi~s B. Anthony-Meredith Co. j}Ol) 263-265: 

and that i am owrit: 

_ _ __ Date ___ _ 

For office MM Oii" 

The structure aesc·1t.t-a aoove is include•'., Hn tha bounda11es of thn National Register h1stor•c d1st11ct ana Ll cont11b~•es u does not con!robu!t: tt;e character ol 
tile d1stnc1 

Trie structure 0 11rioears O does not appr ~ 
Reg1s11tr 1n accc.'<a w1tl"\ the Depann'M!nl ot ,. 

'Tleet National Re91ste· Cntena tor Evaluatoon (36 CFR 60.6) and Ll will ii<eiy D ''""not be nom1na: ~to me National 
.,11or procedures (Jti CFR 60). 

The struc1ur1t 1s locaiea in a d1stnc1 wh1ct- '.:1 ~opearsD does not appea· to meet National Register Cntena tor Evaluation {36 CFR 60 6) O will 1111.eiy- "'""not t>e nom1-
natea to Ille Natoor.al Register on accora w111 .•anment of the In tenor ::>rocedures (36 CFR 60). and Q appears O aoes no· ;ppear to controoute to th :haracter ol'$81d 
district 

Signature -~------------------~-----~~ _____ Date~--
State H•s1011c Preservatoon Of11~ 

Th•s propeny ha. :>een evaluated according ,~e c11tena and P' oced,Jres set forth by the Depanment of the Interior {36 CFR 67) and. of subiect to aeprec1at1on under 
section 167 ot th. ·~ternal Revenue Code -,• 954. 
~ hereoy ce-r. r::·d a h1s1onc structure 

es not cont• · .;te 10 the character o• '.one district and does not mer1~ cert1f1cat10n as a h1stor1c structure r- asons given on the attached sneet 

------------~----------Date __ _ 
l"'..eePo-- t the t..iationa• Re 



IF NEE -:CD USE 71 S SID TO COMPLETE/ "iSWERS TO PAR- 1 
\ 

' • ' I " 

( . ; '.? / 

2. Description of Physi~'l appearcnce 

Outdated plumbing, wi-:-ing and heati '6 not in goo- working order. 

Compared to most old houses, Brice a.nd Paca for .:::-:ample, Acto:-i is very clos · to 
original condition, t~ere having be~n very few m0difications ~nside or out .xcept for 
the wing. 
Known illOdifications: 
a. One second floor bedroom converted to three jathrooms (There is believed to be 

one original fireplace closed up in the hall bath.) 
b. Several fireplaces have been rebuilt with modern brick (t~im appears to be original) 
c. Flooring is original. 
d. Porches are proba~ly not original 
e. One or two extra chimney flues probably wert:: converted for furnances. 

The main house, less hyphen and wing, contains 1782 gross sq. feet per floor, or a 
total of 3564 gross sq. feet. 

The hyphen and 2 story wing contain 2228 gross sq. feet; including garage. (less 
garage = 1905 sq. ft. gross.) 

Total gross sq. footage is 5792 square feet. 

Land Area: See attac~ed plan. App~oximately 80 foot frontage en Spa Creek (previously . 
known as Acton Cove)· approximatel.· 120 ft. wide at widest poir.t; and approximately 
500 ft. deep, measured from Frankl~n St. to water's edge. T0tal sq. footage approxi­
mately 42,000 ft. (4-,290.45 ft. c~ computed from old description) which includes the 
short driveway in frc,tof house. 

3~ Statement of Significance: 

derives from the original grant tc Richard AcLon in 1651. 

Acton is two stories in height, built of local brick laid in Flemish Bond, ~~th 
stuccoed watertables. brick flat key arches on the three-part front facade and seg­
mental row lock arches in the end and rear walls. The Spa Creek facade is ~lghlighted 
by an extremely well detailed semi-octagonal projectin; bay \d~h an octagonal porch. 
A one story hyphen a-.d two 5tory wing have been built on the south end durir.g the 
1\.;rentieth Century re~lacing a much earlier similar structure which was removed. Tf.e 
spacious grounds con~ain numerous large trees ;ind specimen boxwood. 

Acton has been placec in the highest architectural category in a survey conducted for 
Historic Annapolis, inc., based on the architectural detailing and composition of the 
main house. Exterior details of significanc·e include a four brick deep b-:::lt course 
surrounding the enti~e cornpositior., a molded wood cornice, pedimented entrance porch 
with dentilled cornice, fan lite double entrance doors which retain most of the 
original hardware, elliptical windows in the pedimented gable end sections of the front! 
facade, 12 over 12 sash, and a pair of massive brick chimneys of six flues each in the 
center wall. . The interior of Acton Hall retains much of the original detailing, in­
cluding raised panel doors with some HL hinges and box locks, heavy molded window 
frames, three working jib doors (one jib door is generally considered a rarity) 
opening to the rear porch, double leaf folding interior pocket blinds for each window, 
and the early stairway with turned newels, molded hand rail and square balusters. Many 
of the interior ceiling cornices including an elaborate cast plaster one in the semi­
octagonal bay, and base molds appear to be original, as are a number of the 9 mantals 

The architect of Acton Hall is unknown, but the obvious care taken in construction 
detailing and choice of materials ranks this house as most important. 
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Acton Arundel county 

July, 1982 
Annapolis, Anne 
Russell Wright 
Maryland Historical 
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