
Capsule Summary of 116 Conduit Street (AA-423) 

Built 1877-1878, the house at 116 Conduit Street occupies a site near the comer of Conduit Street 

and Union Street and provides important insight into the development of this intersection. The 

property was originally part of a larger tract of land which was subdivided and cut througi1, first by 

Conduit Street, shortly after August 1877, and then by Union Street in 1890. The house at 116 

Conduit Street was built after the extension of Conduit Street, but before the end of 1878, when 

then-owner, Frank Gesner was assessed $500.00 for one frame house on Conduit Street.1 

The 2-1/2-story house is a narrow, two-bay building with a modem rear addition. The house is 

covered with a gable roof with a centrally placed front dormer. It features a flat-front elevation with 

a side-passage entry, and although it looks as if it could have been part of a long row, the semi

detached building has always been attached to the taller commercial structure on its west and 

unattached on the east. The house is clad with German weatherboard siding on the front elevation 

and plain weatherboard on the side and rear walls. 

While the architectural details of 116 Conduit Street are characteristic of the Italianat~ style of 

architecture, the house adheres, in overall massing, to a Federal rowhouse form. Remnants of the 

Federal rowhouse form include the flat front elevation, the side gable roof and the gable dormer 

located on center of the gable roof. Italianate details include the long, 2/2-sash with architrave 

surrounds, the bracketed wood cornice and the narrow door opening surmounted by a single-light 

transom. The interior of the house was entirely gutted and remodelled in 1972 and no longer retains 

any of its original interior detailing. 

1 Tax Assessment Records, 1876-1896. Maryland State Archives. 
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1. Name of Property 

Inventory No. AA-423 

=================================================================== 
historic name 
other names 116 Conduit Street 
=================================================================== 
2. Location 
=================================================================== 
street & number 116 Conduit Street not for publication ~ 
city or town ~A~n~n~a~p~o~l=-=i=s~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ vicinity _ 
state Maryland code county code 
zip code 21401 
=================================================================== 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
=================================================================== 
4. National Park Service Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
=================================================================== 
5. Classification 
=================================================================== 
Ownership of Property (Check all that apply) 

~-X- prjvate 
~~ public-local 
~~ public-State 
~~ public-Federal 

category of Property (Check only one box) 
~l~ building(s) 

district 
site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

~l~ buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Is this property listed in the National Register? 
Yes ~X~ Name of Listing Annapolis Historic District 
No 
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=================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
=================================================================== 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 

=================================================================== 
7. Description 
=================================================================== 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
Italianate 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation -=B~r~i~c~k~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
roof Asphalt Shingle 
walls Wood Weatherboard 

other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition 
of the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. 7-1 
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8. Statement of Significance 
=================================================================== 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more 
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing) 

A 

B 

_x_ c 

D 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by . a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 
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================================================================= 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance -=1=8~7~7_-~1=8~7~8=-~~~~~~~~~~ 

Significant Dates 1877-1878 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder -=u=n=k=n=o~w~n=-=-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of 
the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. 8-1 
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Maryland 
Community 

Papenfuse, Edward. "Southern Urban Society after the Revolution: 
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=================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
=================================================================== 
Acreage of Property 1,889 square feet 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the 
property.) 

The property comprising 116 Conduit Street occupies the entire 
parcel 693 on Tax Map 32. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

Parcel 693 has been associated with 116 Conduit Street since its 
construction in the period 1877-1885. 

=================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
=================================================================== 
name/title Kim W i 11 iaro s=.<-/""'A""'r"""'c:..:.h:..::i::...:t=.:e::::.c=-=tc::u..=r....::a::.:l~H=i=s"-"t=-=o""'r"-'1::.;· a=-n=-=---------
organ i z a tion --=T=r~a=c~e=r=-=i=e=s"------------- date January 5, 1993 
street & number 1606 20th St., N.W. telephone (202) 232-6870 
city or town Washington, D.C. state ~~ zip code 20009 
=================================================================== 
12. Property Owner 
=================================================================== 
name Therese M. Breza 
street & number 116 Conduit Street 
city or town ~A=n=n~a~p~o~l_i~s--------~ 

telephone (410) 263-3180 
state -11.Q_ zip code 21401 

=================================================================== 
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Built between 1877-1878, the dwelling at 116 Conduit Street is 
located on the south side of Conduit Street near the intersection 
of Conduit and Union Street. The two-and-one-half-story frame 
building is attached on its west side to 114 Conduit Street, a 
three-story commercial building which occupies the corner of 
Conduit and Union Street. The east side of 116 Conduit Street is 
unattached; an approximately 10-foot-wide path between 116 Conduit 
and its neighbor, 118 Conduit, allows for access to the rear yards 
of both residential buildings. The house is set back slightly from 
the street and offers a narrow front yard between the facade and 
the sidewalk. The front yard is enclosed by a wrought iron fence. 

The 2-1/2-story house is a narrow, two-bay building with a modern 
rear addition. The house is covered with a gable roof with a 
centrally placed front dormer. It features a flat-front elevation 
with a side-passage en·~ry, and although it looks as if it could 
have been part of a long row, the semi-detached building has always 
been attached to the taller commercial structure on its west and 
unattached on the east. The house is clad with German weatherboard 
siding on the front elevation and plain weatherboard on the side 
and rear walls. 

While the architectural details of 116 Conduit Street are 
characteristic of the Italianate style of architecture, the house 
adheres, in overall massing, to a Federal rowhouse form. Remnants 
of the Federal rowhouse form include the flat front elevation, the 
side gable roof and the gable dormer located on center of the gable 
roof. Italianate details include the long, 2/2-sash with 
architrave surrounds, the bracketed wood cornice and the narrow 
door opening surmounted by a single-light transom. 

The front (north) facade of 116 Conduit Street is the only 
elevation of the house having any original architectural 
articulation. This elevation is primarily defined by the side
passage entr}r and 2/2 windows on the first floor and two 
symmetrically placed 2/2 windows on the second floor. The entry 
door is reached today by a modern, raised stair-landing with a 
balustrade. Until 1908, the house appears not to have had a porch. 
Sometime between 1908 and 1913, a single-story porch, which 
extended across the entire front elevation, was added. This porch 
survived at least until 1954 and was probably replaced with the 
current steps in 1972 when the house was remodelled. 

The east side elevation forms one edge to the path between 116 and 
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118 Conduit Street. This wall, modified during the 1972 
renovation, contains a single window opening on the first floor. 
This window, perhaps the original opening, holds replacement sash, 
while all of the other window openings were removed and enclosed 
al together. 1 This austere wall surface, extended by a rear 
addition, leads one back to the narrow rear yard. According to 
historic maps, a single-story addition abutted the rear of the main 
house as early as 1885 and stood on the site until at least 1954. 
In 1972, the single-story rear wing was replaced by a double-story 
rear wing that sits upon a concrete slab foundation. This two
story addition provides a second floor balcony on the exterior that 
is supported on the first floor by wood piers. An iron spiral 
stair provides access to the balcony from the exterior; on the 
interior sliding glass doors open off of the second floor bedroom 
to the balcony level. 

The interior of the house was entirely gutted and remodelled in 
1972. What was presumably a side-hall, double-parlor-plan house 
has been converted into one large, open space. This open space 
serves as the kitchen and living room area. The original rear wall 
of the house opens onto a dining room addition. A straight-flight 
staircase, added in 1972 and located against the east wall, leads 
to the second floor of the house. This floor contains two small 
rooms in the original section of the house, and a large master 
bedroom suite in the modern addition. Sliding glass doors in the 
bedroom lead to the second floor balcony facing the rear yard of 
the house. All of the interior woodwork is modern. None of the 
original trim or moldings are intact. 

1 The original fenestration pattern can not be determined as the 
weatherboard siding was replaced on the east elevation in 1992. 
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=======----========================================================== 
Built 1877-1878, the house at 116 Conduit Street occupies a site 
near the corner of Conduit Street and Union Street and provides 
important insight into the development of this intersection. The 
property was originally part of a larger tract of land which was 
subdivided and cut through, first by Conduit Street, shortly after 
August 1877, and then by Union Street in 1890. The house at 116 
Conduit Street was built after the extension of Conduit Street, but 
before the end of 1878, when then-owner, Frank Gesner was assessed 
$500.00 for one frame house on Conduit Street. 2 

The large tract of land on which 116 Conduit Street now stands was 
originally designated Lot 35 on the Stoddert Map of 1718. The land 
has been traced back to William Bladen who owned it in the early to 
mid-18th century and then passed it on to his son Thomas. In 1768 
the land was sold to Benjamin Tasker. Upon Benjamin's death, the 
land went to his wife Anna, and in 1775, it was passed to their 
grandson Daniel Dulaney. In 1781, Daniel Dulaney's estate was 
auctioned because he was a loyalist. Part of Lot 35, on which 116 
Conduit Street now stands, was sold to Col. John Stewart as a 
nominal purchaser for Nathaniel Ramsey. In 1793, Charles Wallace 
purchased the property from Nathaniel Ramsey. After Wallace's 
death, the property was sold by Nicholas Brewer, trustee in the 
Chancery Case involving Wallace's will to Edward Williams. 

This tract of land was subdivided ca. 1870 and became, in the late 
1870s and 1890, the site of two important urban improvements: the 
cutting through of Conduit Street and the laying of Union Street. 
Prior to 1877 Conduit Street ran for a single block between Main 
Street and Duke of Gloucester Street. Named for the fact that in 
the 18th century it provided a passage, or conduit, from Main 
Street to Duke of Gloucester Street, Conduit Street was extended 
after 1877 to Spa Creek in order to provide access to new lots 
located behind Market Street. Cut at an angle to the already 
existing block of Conduit Street, the new stretch of Conduit Street 
began on the southwest side of Duke of Gloucester Street and ran at 
an angle peq)endicular to it and parallel to Market Street. At 
this time,· no cross street existed between Duke of Gloucester 
Street and Spa Creek. In 1890, Union Street, a one-block street, 
was cut between Conduit and Market Streets, bisecting the large and 
narrow block that had been created by the extension of Conduit 
Street to Spa Creek. 

2 Tax Assessment Records, 1876-1896. Maryland state Archives. 
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Prior to the extension of Conduit Street, only scattered 
development existed between Duke of Gloucester Street and Spa 
Creek. According to Gray's Map of Annapolis, 1877, a row of 
buildings aligned the southwest side of Duke of Gloucester Street 
and a few individual buildings were located on the northwest side 
of Market Street. After Conduit Street was extended, 1877-1878, 
and by 1885, according to the Sanborn Map of 1885, a group of six 
buildings, identified as dwellings on the map, were erected on the 
new stretch of Conduit Street. The house at 116 Conduit Street is 
the second building from the west end of this row. In 1890, Union 
Street was cut through immediately adjacent to the now-corner 114 
Conduit Street. 

Prior to the development of the block and prior to the laying of 
Conduit Street, the la:ld on which the buildings from 114 through 
126 Conduit Street stand was owned by George Wells. George Wells, 
a prominent local resident who was state senator in 1854 and 1856, 
President of Farmers Bank of Annapolis, chief head of the Annapolis 
and Elkridge Railroad and Warden of st. Anne's Church, owned land 
on the north side of Conduit Street as well as other land in 
Annapolis. Towards the end of his life, George Wells fell into 
bankruptcy and his lands were sold by the bank to recover his debt. 

Alexander Randall, acting as Trustee to George Wells' estate, sold 
the property to John Clark, a worker at the local gasline. 3 John 
Clark also purchased the lot of land now designated 114 Conduit 
Street. Immediately after John Clark purchased 116 Conduit Street 
he sold it to Frank J. Gesner, Clark's son-in-law. In 1878, Frank 
Gesner was assessed $500.00 for one frame house on Lot 47 of Well's 
estate, indicating that the house was built between 1877-1878. 4 

In 1880, Frank Gesner, a musician, and his family were living at 
the house. 5 Frank Gesner and Annie (Clark) Gesner owned the 
residence until Frank Gesner's death in 1896. 

3 U.S. Census Records, 1880. 

4 Tax Assessment Records, 1876-1896. Although the deeds indicate that 
Gesner acquired the property in 1879, the tax assessments taken in 1878 show 
Gesner as owning the property at that time. 

5 u.s. census Records, 1880. 
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Following his death in 1901, Annie Gesner sold the house to Joseph 
W. Trautwein, a successful local merchant who already owned 134 
Conduit Street. During this time of ownership, Joseph McGram, a 
blacksmith, and his family, rented the dwelling. In 1910, Elisha 
Hopkins, a carpenter, and his family occupied the rental property, 
and in 1920, Hyme Loss, a teacher at the United States Naval 
Academy rented the house. 6 In 1943, Joseph Trautwein's widow, 
Carrie Trautwein, sold the property to Charles M. and Addie F. 
Carlson, who in turn sold it to their son, J. Lawrence Carlson and 
his wife, Winona Carlson. In the period 1943 to 1945 the property 
changed hands four times. Again, in the 1960s and the 1970s, the 
house turned over several times. In 1971 the property was sold to 
Robert and Verna Donatelli, who, in their three-year residency 
added onto the house and completely remodelled the interior. The 
property is currently cvned by Ms. Therese Breza. 

The house at 116 Conduit Street survives as one of the first 
dwellings to be erected on the extension of Conduit Street in the 
late 1870s. Following its initial stages of being owner occupied, 
the small, frame structure served primarily as rental property 
whose ownership changed rather frequently. The house has generally 
been lived in by working-class laborers, until the mid-20th century 
when a teacher at the Naval Academy and his family moved into the 
house. 

6 U.S. Census Records, 1910 and 1920. 
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Historic Period Theme: Architecture, Landscape Architecture & 
Community Planning 

Geographic Organization: Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance 

Resource Type(s): Standing Structures 
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Chain of Title for 116 Conduit Street: 

1879: Alexander Randall to· John Clark 
Liber SH 14 Folio 415 

1879: John Clark to Frank J. Gesner 
Liber SH 14 Folio 582 

1896: Frank Gesner to Annie Gesner 
Will 

1901: Annie Gesner to Joseph W. Trautwein 
Liber GW 24 Folio 187 

1943: Carrie Trautwein, widow of Joseph w. Trautwein, to 
Charles Carlson 
Liber JHH 284 Folio 1276 

1943: Charles M. and Addie F. Carlson to J. Lawrence and 
Winona B. Carlson 
Liber JHH 290 Folio 155 

1943: J. Lawrence and Winona Carlson to Wilbur Irvin and 
Zeanette Roberts 
Folio JHH 293 Folio 197 

1944: Wilbur and Zeanette Roberts to Joseph M. and Esther 
B. Jones 
Folio JHH 317 Folio 484 

1945: Joseph M. and Esther B. Jones to Joseph Levy 
Folio JHH 339 Folio 38 

1966: Joseph Levy, Rose Levy and Roland M. Naditch to 
Frank ·E. and Townley S. Fuller 
Folio LNP 1965 Folio 435 

1696: Frank E. and Townley s. Fuller to John w. M. and 
Judith M. Gardner 
Folio MSH 2286 Folio 125 

1971: John W. M. and Judith M. Gardner to Robert V. and 
Verna Donatelli 
Folio 2431 Folio 465 
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1974: 

1978: 

1980: 

Robert V. and Verna M. Donatelli to Peter J. and 
Diane Zuromskis 
Liber 2689 Folio 496 

Peter J. and Diane Zuromskis to Jane Philips Brewer 
Liber 3050 Folio 635 

Jane Philips Brewer to Therese H. Breza 
Liber 3342 Folio 201 



SURVEY NUMBER: AA 'ld-3 I MARiLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
SHAW HOUSE I 

A:\:\APOLI S, MARYLAND 21401 UTII REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

I 

Individual Structure Survey Form i 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: J 

t 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 

; 
I 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.'iE: I 

t 

TOWN: Annapolis 
LOCATION: 116 Conduit Street PRESENT USE: SF RPS 

ORIGINAL USE: SF Res 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COW.ION NAME: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32 Parl93 ! 

OWNER: Therese M. Breza PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: ! 

ADDRESS: 116 Conduit Street Excellent ( ) Good ( X> I 
Annapolis, MD 21401 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) j 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: -; 
I 

Yes (X) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Vernacular - Annapo11s t-eaera1 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: () DATE BUILT: 1885-1891 
Local ( J) State ( ) National ( ) 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(X) 
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard(X)Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty(X)Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(X)Sheet Metal( ) 
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches ( X) Towers ( ) Cupolas ( ) Dormers ( X) Chimneys ( X) Sheds ( ) Ells ( X) 
Wings ( )Other: 

Roof Style: Gable( )()Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( ~ith Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2 l i2 
Number of Bays: 2 Entrance Location: Left 
Approximate Dimensions: 15 x 50 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat(X)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( )Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Gabled dormer; bracketed cornice with deep frieze; molded caps at windows and transit 
lit entrance; later but well designed stoop. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Excellent example of Vernacular Annapolis Federal with Italianate trim, important 
to streetscape, relating to 114 Conduit. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland(1)Scattered Buildings( ) 
Moderately Built Up(J)Densely~Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell T'7right 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Annapolis, Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 
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