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Wells-Ridout Double House 
Annapolis 
Private and public 

c. 1840 

The two-story, six-bay, double house that stands directly behind the Anne Arundel 

County Courthouse on Franklin Street was erected around 1840. Distinguished by a 

finely laid Flemish bond front with a corbelled brick cornice and jack arches over the 

window openings, the building was erected with less formal common bond sides. A 

Colonial Revival surround incorporating half round columns and a round arched 

transom highlights the side entrance that opens into 94 Franklin Street, which is now 

owned and occupied by the Anne Arundel County Liquor Board. At the opposite end of . 

the six-bay structure is a less elaborate entrance featuring a three-light transom and a 

simple jack arch. The large double-pile brick structure was designed with internal brick 

chimneys stacks, one for each side. The squarish brick stack serving 92 Franklin Street 

has survived, whereas the chimney on the north side has been removed. Early to mid 

twentieth century additions extend to the back of each section. 

While the architectural features of this double house place its construction 

around 1840, the chain of title research has not revealed who was responsible for 

the building program. There is a gap in the chain of title for Lot 59 between the 1820s 

and mid 1840s. In 1846, Dr. John Ridout and his wife Prudence, along with Joseph J. 

Nicholson and his wife Mary Eliza, sold their interests in the south half of the double 
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house to Jane D. McElkiney for $900. The property was described as "all that house 

and lot in the City of Annapolis and situate being on Doctor Street adjoining the house 

& lot now occupied by Edward Thompson." Less than a year later, Edward Thompson 

purchased the fee simple title in the northern half of the double house from Doctor John 

Bloodgood Wells for $1,000. The substantial transfer prices for both sections indicate 

the properties were improved at the time of sale. 

Dr. John Bloodgood Wells was born in February 1802, and he served as a 

surgeon in the United States army. Due to a gap in the chain of ownership for this 

property, it is not known when he purchased the northern half of the double house. 

Likewise, it is also uncertain when Dr. John Ridout and Joseph J. Nicholson purchased 

the southern half of the property. Dr. John Ridout was born in 1828 and attended St. 

John's College, graduating in 1849. 

Jane D. McElkiney held title to the southern half of the property little over nine 

years when it was transferred to trustee Basil Shepard, who represented Sarah E. 

Merricken. Sarah E. Merricken later married Alexander Hart, and the couple owned the 

south half of the double house until 1879. During the late nineteenth century the south 

half of the house was acquired by Marvin I. and Geneva H. Anderson, in whose family 

the property remains. The north half of the house wad acquired by Anne Arundel 

County, and it has been used in various capacities. 



MARYLAND IDSTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION 

Wells-Ridout Double House 

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: AA-507 --------

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 

2. Geographic Orientation: Western Shore 

3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

4. Resource Type(s): Double House 



-:MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Maryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

Survey No. AA-507 

Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Wells-Ridout Double House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 92-94 Franklin Street 

city, town Annapolis 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

/~--object 

Ownership 
x public 

_x private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
x occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Anne Arundel 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Manzin H. Anderson Anne Arundel County 94 Franklin 

street & number 92 Franklin Street telephone no.: 

city, town Annapolis state and zip code Maryland 21401 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arundel County Clerk of Court1iber 5238 

street & number Anne Arundel County Courthouse folio 781 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title Ma:iyland Inventory of Historic Properties 

date 1967 and 1983 _federal ~state _county _local 

,-pository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Crownsville state MD 21032 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. AA-507 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of th.e resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Wells-Ridout double house is located at 92-94 Franklin Street in the center of 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland. The two-story, six-bay, double-pile 
brick building faces northwest with the gable roof oriented on a northeast/southwest 
axis. 

Estimated to date around 1840, the two-story double house is a Flemish and 
common bond brick building supported on a partially excavated five-course common 
bond foundation. The medium pitched gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 
Attached to the back of each section are early to mid twentieth century wings. 

The northwest (main) elevation is an asymmetrical, six-bay facade of Flemish 
bond with an enclosed alleyway separating a three-bay north section from a two-bay 
south side. The northern, three-bay section has an entrance in the north (left) bay with 
a classical surround framing a six-panel door topped by an arched transom. Half­
round Tuscan columns rise to a pediment. The round arched transom, fitted within the 
pediment, is divided into triangular panes by radiating muntins. The adjacent bays are 
marked by six-over-six sash windows featuring splayed brick jack arches. The 
alleyway door is located in the fourth bay from the north corner, and the round arched 
opening is fitted with an arched transom as well. The round arch consists of a simple 
row lock row. The two-bay south section is marked by a side entrance in the southern 
most bay and an adjacent six-over-six sash window. The window sill has been rebuilt 
in brick, and louvered shutters have been fastened to the wall. The replacement six­
panel door is topped by a three-light transom, and the door opening is spanned by a 
jack arch. The second floor is defined by a series of six evenly spaced six-over-six 
sash windows. The windows in the south section have rebuilt brick sills and are 
flanked by louvered shutters. Each window opening has a splayed brick jack arch. 
The base of the roof is finished with a corbelled brick cornice. Rising through the roof 
is an off-center brick chimney stack that serves the southern portion, whereas the 
chimney stack on the northern side has been removed. 

The southwest gable end is a five-course common bond wall without a single 
opening. The flush gable end is trimmed with a plain bargeboard. The ghost of a 
roofline from a former structure is clearly visible. The southwest wall of the main 
block has been extended with the construction of a mid twentieth century two-story 
gable roofed wing. The southwest side of the wing is a blind wall, whereas the gable 
end is pierced by tripartite i;netal casement windows on each floor. Piercing the gable 
end is a round arched vent. 

The northeast gable end, on the other hand, is laid in seven-course common 
bond, and the wall is pierced by six-over-six sash windows on each floor. Each 
window opening is spanned by a brick jack arch. A centered six-over-six sash window 
lights the attic, and the gable end is finished with a plain bargeboard. There is a short 

(Continued) 
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Wells-Ridout Double House, AA-507 
92-94 Franklin Street 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland 

section of a seam in the wall at the ground level which defines the former rear comer. 
An early twentieth century two-story brick wing was erected around 1930-1940 in five­
course common bond. A precariously erected second floor room of frame construction 
extends over the alley, and it is covered by a gable roof. A five-pane side door pierces 
the first floor and six-over-six sash windows mark the first and second floors. Three­
pane windows light the cellar. 

The interior of 94 Franklin Street has been modified over the course of the past 
century and a half. The first floor follows a side hall/double-pile plan with the staircase 
rising against the north wall. A third quarter of the nineteenth century staircase is 
distinguished by a heavily turned newel post and a series of turned balusters that support 
a molded handrail. The stringer is embellished with a scroll decoration. An early 
twentieth century five-panel door opens into the cellar stair. The two large rooms to the 
south have been converted to offices. The hallway entrances into each room have 
unusually wide double-door openings framed by Ionic pilasters topped with a bold 
entablature. The spaced within the double door opening has been infilled with a thinner 
partition and a hollow core door. The partition between the two rooms is treated in a 
similar fashion with Ionic pilasters supported an entablature molding, and it has been 
closed down to accommodate a modem hollow core door. 

The second floor has been reworked to include a number of private offices and a 
small conference room. The partitions have been realigned and plain door surrounds 
frame five- or four-panel doors. An opening in the ceiling of a front office closet 
provides access to the unfinished attic. Series of common rafters are pinned with a 
mortise and tenon peak joint, and the rafter pairs are supported by lateral diagonal 
braces inserted at a later time. The position of the former chimney stack is clearly 
evident. The rafter pairs rest on a flat false plate. Mature cut nails are found in the 
nailed members of the roof frame. 

The cellar under 94 Franklin Street is divided into several rooms with a brick 
partition. A few original joists remain, but the lion share of the floor framing was 
replaced around 1880. Diagonal cross bracing spans the spaces between the joists, 
and circular saw marks are evident on each joist. 



8. Significance Survey No. AA-507 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_/U~00-1499 

'0-1599 
- 1000-1699 
_1700-1799 
-4--- 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ mili~ary _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transpol'"tation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B xc D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state xlocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a getlf!ral statement of history and 
support. ' 

The two-story, six-bay, double house that stands directly behind the Anne Arundel 
County Courthouse on Franklin Street was erected around 1840. Distinguished by a 
finely laid Flemish bond front with a corbelled brick cornice and jack arches over the 
window openings, the sides of the building were laid in a less formal common bond. A 
Colonial Revival surround incorporating half round columns and a round arched 
transom highlights side entrance that opens into 94 Franklin Street, which is now owned 

, and occupied by the Anne Arundel County Liquor Board. At the opposite end of the 
six-bay structure is a less elaborate entrance featuring a three-light transom and a simple 
jack arch. The large double-pile brick structure was designed with internal brick 
chimneys stacks, one for each side. The squarish brick stack serving 92 Franklin Street 
has survived, whereas the chimney on the north side has been removed. Early to mid 
twentieth century additions extend to the back of each section. 

While the architectural features of this double house place its construction 
around 1840, the chain of title researGh has not revealed who was responsible for 
the building program. There is a gap in the chain of title for Lot 59 between the 1820s 
and mid 1840s. In 1846, Dr. John Ridout and his wife Prudence, along with Joseph J. 
Nicholson and his wife Mary Eliza, sold their interests in the south half of the double 
house to Jane D. McElkiney for $900. The property was described as "all that house 
and lot in the City of Annapolis and situate being on Doctor Street adjoining the house 
& lot now occupied by Edward Thompson."(1) Less than a year later, Edward 
Thompson purchased the fee simple title in the northern half of the double house from 
Doctor John Bloodgood Wells for $1,000.(2) The substantial transfer prices for both 
sections indicate the properties were improved at the time of sale. 

Dr. John Bloodgood Wells was born in February 1802, and he served as a 
surgeon in the United States army.(3) Due to a gap in the chain of ownership for this 
property, it is not known when he purchased the northern half of the double house. 
Likewise, it is also uncertain when Dr. John Ridout and Joseph J. Nicholson purchased 
the southern half of the property. Dr. John Ridout was born in 1828 and attended St. 
John's College, graduating in 1849.(4) 

(Continued) 
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Jane D. McElkiney held title to the southern half of the property a little over nine 
years when it was transferred to trustee Basil Shepard, who represented Sarah E. 
Merricken.(5) Sarah E. Merricken later married Alexander Hart, and the couple owned 
the south half of the double house until 1879.(6) During the late nineteenth century the 
south half of the property was acquired by Elizabeth B. Randall.(7) In more recent years 
the south half of the house was acquired by Marvin I. and Geneva H. Anderson, in 
whose family the property remains.(8) The north half of the double house was acquired 
by Anne Arundel County, and it has been used for various offices. 

1 Anne Arundel County Land Record, JHN 2/118, 10/29/1846, Maryland State 
Archive. 

2 Anne Arundel County Land Record, JHN 2/353, 4/21/1847, Maryland State 
Archive. 

3 Mcintire, Robert Harry. Annapolis Maryland Families. (Baltimore: Gateway Press, 
Inc. 1979) p. 749. 

4 Mcintire, p. 585. 

5 Anne Arundel County Land Record, NHG 5/438, 11/3/1855, Anne Arundel County 
Courthouse. 

6 Anne Arundel County Land Record, SH 14/369, 7/5/1879, Anne Arundel County 
Courthouse. 

7 Anne Arundel County Land Record, SH 24/508, 11/14/1884, Anne Arundel County 
Courthouse. 

8 Anne Arundel County Land Record, GTC 1194/496, 4/1/1958, Anne Arundel County 
Courthouse. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. AA-507 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 
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state code county code 
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11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 5/31/96 

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

city or town Westover state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 
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Wells-Ridout Double House 
92-94 Franklin Street 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland 
Chain of title 

Tax Map 4-6, Parcel 521 is for 92 Franklin Street 

52381781 

12/31/1990 

GTC 1194/496 

4/1/1958 

----------

Geneva H. Anderson, widow 

to 

Marvin H. Anderson 

All those two contiguous lots, part of lots, pieces 
and parcels of ground situate, lying, and being on 
the southeast side of Franklin Street were conveyed 
to Marvin I. Anderson by two deeds: 

1. From the Vestry of St. Anne's Parish GTC 1194/496 
4/1//1958 

2. From Anne Arundel County, No. 92 Franklin Street 
WGL 3120/670, 8/29/1978, whereas the parties of 
the first and second parts own adjoining properties 

Settlement of exact boundary 

Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of St. Anne's Parish, Inc. 

to 

Marvin I. Anderson 
Geneva H. Anderson 

$10,500 all that lot, piece, or parcel of ground situate 
lying and being in the City of Annapolis 
located on the southeast side of Doctor Street 
(now known as Franklin) Beginning at a 
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Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

Will Book OBD 1/65 

Will Book WFP 1/354 

Written 12/27/1897 
Proved 7/26/1898 

point on the southeast side of Franklin Street 
at the middle of the alley running between the 
dwelling house on the property hereby 
conveyed and the dwelling house on the lot 
belonging to the late Edward Thompson and at 
the end of the first line of the conveyance from 
Dr. John B. Wells to said Edward Thompson 
dated 4/21/1847 and recorded among the land 
records, JHN 2/353 

Will of Thomas Thompson Caswell 

to 

Rector, Warden, and Vestry of St. Anne's Parish 

Bessie B. R. Caswell (nee Elizabeth B. Randall) 

to 

Thomas Thompson Caswell 
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Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

SH 24/508 

11/14/1884 

SH 14/369 

7/5/1879 

Charlotte C. Hunter, widow 

to 

Elizabeth B. Randall, Jr. 

$1,020.00 all that lot of ground with the two 
story brick dwelling house thereon 
erected lying and situate on the south 
east side of Doctor Street in the City 
of Annapolis which was conveyed by 
Basil Shepard to Sarah E. Merricken, 
afterwards, Sarah E. Hart, 7/26/1859, 
NHG 8/287, and which was 
afterwards conveyed to the said 
Charlotte C. Hunter and to her late 
husband James W. Hunter, 7/5/1879, 
SH 14/369 

Alexander Hart and Sarah E. Hart (formerly 
Sarah E. Merricken) 

to 

James W. Hunter 
Charlotte C. Hunter 
$1,020.00 
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Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

NHG 8/287 

7/26/1859 

NHG5/438 

11/3/1855 

Basil Shepard 

to 

Sarah E. Merricken 

and whereas in the trust estate of Washington H. 
Coberth, by statement and account R & H 2, the 
said Basil Shepard as trustee, has been allowed the 
sum of $1,000 for the pruchase of the aforesaid 
house and interest on the said sum to the 7/19/1859 
.... and the said Basil Shepard was also ordered and 
directed by a good and sufficient deed to convey 
the aforesaid house and lot to the said Sarah E. 
Merricken for her sold and separate use .... 

Jane D. McElkiney 

to 

Basil Shepard, as trustee 

$1,000 all that House and Lot in the City of 
Annapolis situate and lying on Doctor 
Street in said City adjoining the House 
and Lot owned and occupied by the late 
Edward Thompson 
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Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

JHN2/118 

10/29/1846 

94 Franklin Street 

JHN 2/353 

4/21/1847 

Dr. John Ridout and Prudence G. his wife and 
Joseph J. Nicholson and Mary Eliza his wife 

to 

Jane D. McElkiney 

$900.00 all that house and lot in the City of 
Annapolis and situate being on Doctor 
Street adjoining the house & lot now 
occupied by Edward Thompson and 
which was purchased by the said 
Thompson of Dr. John B. Wells 

Doctor John B. Wells and Ann Wells 

to 

Edward Thompson 

$1,000.00 
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There is a gap in this chain of title between the 1820s and the mid 1840s. Despite a 
thorough search in the granter/grantee indexes for conveyances to John B. Wells and 
John Ridout, earlier deeds for this property were not found. 

The research assembled by Jane McWilliams and Edward Papenfuse details the 
ownership of Lot 59, which was held with Lots 60 and 61 by St. Anne's Parish as part 
of its glebe lands. In 1747 the General Assembly agreed to let St. Anne's lease the lots 
for 63 years. (p. 480) 

In 1807 there is a note in the St. Anne's vestry minutes mentioning ground rents of Mrs. 
Davidson and Mrs. Dulany assigned by Mr. Gibson (rector). 

In 1817, Thomas Brown transferred to John Shaw for the term of 99 years a lease on 
Lot 59, granted by the St. Anne's Parish vestry to Brown. (WSG 5/437) 

In 1818 the vestry of St. Anne's Parish sold to John Shaw for $275 the fee simple title 
to Lot 59 formerly held by Daniel Dulany (WSG 6/30) 

Maryland Gazette, October 8, 1818 

John Shaw advertises Lot 59 for sale, lately in the possession of Mr. Thomas Brown 
with 402 feet on Doctor Street, 82 feet on Church Circle to Cathedral Street. 

"The Lot is enclosed with a good post and rail fence. There is a basement story of 
Brick for a house 30 feet by 40 on it, nearly ready for the first floor. Likewise may be 
had at moderate prices, Doors, Sashes, Shutters, Door and Window frames, & c. enough 
of each kind to finish the building. The terms of sale will be made known by applying 
to JOHN SHAW." 



Mcintire, Robert Harry.Annapolis Maryland Families. (Baltimore, Md: Gateway 
Press, Inc. 1979), p. 585. 

John Ridout married on the West River, Prudence Gough Owings, 1/2/1823 

Children: Dr. Samuel Ridout (b. 8/3/1824) 
Addison, (b. 1826, died 1/30/1902) 

p. 749, 

Dr. John Ridout (b. 1828, St. Johns 1849, died about 1861) 
William Govane Ridout, b. 8/30/1836 
Franklin Anderson Ridout, b. 10/8/1838 

Dr. John Bloodgood Wells, b. 2/14/1802, Surgeon USA, d. 7/24/1853, married Ann 
Iglehart of Howard County, daughter of Richard Iglehart (County sheriff), b. 7/5/1812, 
d. 12/20/1887, daughter, Ann Marie, born about 1842, married McLane Tilton 
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For tl'rms 'I tu tile .. uh•cr:bera, 

.\ R \.\'no u. 
\ H v'v UU D, vf Tl1u!4. 

A nnapl)lt l. 3. 

to pl:uatcr uf pari1, 1111d 11:~at 111h.lt1 
t<1.ge11 can be dori\·l'd frnw lhe u of 
.. ~11 ore, "h1ch 11 in ~ret.t ahun 1nr" 
on the 11hore. It u <leeD'le<l un11 '""~" 
ry lO ~l\'e I farther cie11cr1pl111n or lh1• 
proJW'rl}, U ll II pre,umeJ t~ in 
cl111l'd to purclia•e will \JCW tfte 111nw 

pre' 1ou11 to lhe sale. ~t.leto mme11ce 
~l 11 o'clock. 

·1 crm• of e~le-Thf' p oli. ~rr tu 
lif.l\'C! b\111d. with ~ood atr 1y, t u1 I'·'' 
mcnl of lht purcha.e m e C) \\i'li111 I.! 
month• rrom the uf ~ .... ,~ ~ 1lh Ill· 

tcre~l frum the f le 
B 1:.:-.IJ ' 5. TrU•l"I'. 

Octohe1 I I• 

Plautcu lb.nk o 
ge'I! C 

11:1! tr hat l 
Th" l-:1l~ra or the f'r<l 0•r-1l Gkxtth' 

end A111er "' ol U dti111oro, arc re. 
qut.tled t in•erl ll1e aho1·f' tww11 a 
"'""& fur trt"e werk•, 11nd forw~rJ 
thr.1r liCCO t~ lO lh lll <1l1i1· p 

OR S.\LE. 
That ,. uablt< Lot vi Uround N CI s9. 

oppr1111le 6 t:lftl1-ch, lt.lely in the }JO¥ 
~ei1,to1t 1)1r ' l'homaa I.frown, frunl 
1ng 8~ fe C\\J the Church Circle. a11tl 
ru1111rn a cit \fith l>oclor •I reel, 40~ 
feel lu tht'drtl etr~el, tlif'nce with 
<Jathedrtl~trttl IJ2 f'"t. a.od tb~nce lo 
tho Churlb-C1rclea The L<.t •• e11 
olo1ed wit a gOCHJ pn1t aud r-.11 t~rwe 

Qlll>l -lor1 ol Brick for 

O'anl Boob & Shoes . . 

opportun1l.)' of 1nfurn111oc; 
hi" lriend• Lb of thi.. c·1l \'and co1111 · 

ty, th11l he h11 C:('l1n1ncni:ecl thtt Uo\•I 
an1l ~ho.- Maltt Uu111ne.a~ lh lh1• hour<' 
\.itely vrr11p1C<i llr .~ft11n,[f ·" '' 
1111·1!1\'tl •hop ''lie all}"'"~"'"" cliicp•"· 
rrl to e1wo11ragt> Iii arc l'tlq•1bted lv 
i::ill or •lire..:t thrir ur cr11 He ha• io 
h1~ rmpluJ 11e1·cml ti r11t\ratc ""rk111c11, 
wlh•'<' \\Ork he will v 111rc to ""J)' 

"'"hr ln1Lhf.1ll\• :'Ind tit~ 1:h Clt"Clll· 

,.,J. Rllll lie ri,.1IJ.!I'• h1111 If ... 11 11" 

11·.,rie U\1 of mall'rlllill of the ir .. t 1111a • 

n" 'l.. 
~~1wnpul1~: ~rpt 'H. ;} 

}"11rk Rn:er and 

OYS1.~ERS. 

Josepli Duley, 
Rt~p<'clfully inform• the ~i11~11• o 
/\n11apoli11, llnd iu vicinity, tbt.t he hat 
01.cne•I an . 

Oyster House 
Ne,..rly oepoalt.e Mr. George SM~·, 
~tore, in Chun-h-1t~t; which he lO 

lto<l• e&rrying on in the"nta'-sl ttylt 
with olu.o Cook• an<l a.ctivo Scrvaota. 

Private Partie~ 
Can be' accommodat..d mlh lloom1'. 

Ht hu U. on hand, and intend 
k~ping, a tGpPlJ of 
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SURVEY t.'UMBER: A'A ?t>? I MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: ! SHAW HOUSE 

,ANNAPOLIS, ~1ARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

f 

Individual Structure Survey Form i 
u.s.G.S. QUAD. MAP: J 

t 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: l 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.~: 1 

' TOWN: Annapolis ! 

LOCATION: 90-94 Franklin Street PRESENT USE: Office ) 

ORIGINAL USE: 3 SF Residences 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COMMON NAME: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: . 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32 Par 9 i 
OWNER: Marvin & Geneva Anderson PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: I 

' ADDRESS: Gambrills, MD 21054 Excellent ( ) Good Q<. ) I 
Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) j 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: / 
I 

Yes ( X) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Vernacular (Annaoolis Federal) 
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICAN:A: () DATE BUILT: 

1885-1891 Local ( ) State ( ) National ( ) 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick(X) Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapbo~rd( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer(X) Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle ( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Flemish Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( ) Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle (X ) Sheet Metal ( ) 
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches ( ) Towers ( ) Cupolas ( ) Dormers ( ) Chimneys (X ) Sheds ( ) Ells (X ) 
Wings ( )Other: 

Roof Style: Gable(X)Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( ~ith Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2 
Number of Bays: 6 Entrance Location: 3 at front 
Approximate Dimensions: 45 x 70 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat(X)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( )Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Corbeled cornice; splayed brick lintels at windows and right door. 

(92) 
.•. which has a flat transom left door with round arch and fan. 

(94) 
pedimented entrance with fan light. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Vernacular,Annapolis Federal structure, part of a row. Important to street­
scape as the row relates well to the Anne Arundel County Courthouse. Once owned 
by Ridout. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland(1)Scattered Buildings( ) 
Mod~rately Built Up(...t)Densely-:Built Up( ) 
Residential( )Commercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell Wright 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 
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Annapolis, Wdryland 1. STATE 

COUNTY 

ro.1·s 
STREET NO. 

VICINITY 

92 - 94 Franklin Street 

HISTOf<IC AMERICAN SUILDI NGS SURVEY 

\ INVEMTORY 

'·NAME Frank Ii n Street Cour·t House 

ORIGINAL O'>'NER 

ORIGINAL USE 

~-----__./ 

PRESENT OWN ER Anne Arunde I Coun-.::y 
PRESENT use court house- I uw offices 
WALL CONSTRUCTION ·brick 
NO. OF STORIEStwo p I us c:ltt; c 

OATEORPER!OO f847 
STYLE f edera I 
MlC~ITECT 

61JllOER 

3. FOR LIBRARY Of CONGRESS USE 

.1. NOTABLE FEATURES, tilSTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AN!:' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PU9LIC yes 

The Frank I in Street Court House is a handsome brick Fcdera I 
bui ldin9 - of the urban variety that is bui It r.iglit uµ to the 
street. The court house doorwc1y is original and is .:l handso1iie 
Gcorgicln type with Doric columns, f<Jnlight and trian9ular l1ood 
roof. (The other doorways dre period copies). 92 Franklin is 
law offices and brick has been cle.:incd up and trim painted pale 
olive . Al I \11indows arc o/u (No. 92 has shutters - neH), court­
house \l/indow sash is ori g inal as urc ~orne panes cf glass. /di 
1.; i ndows have sp I dyed brick I i nte Is. The bu i Id inn i s o rt. T i Ol l , 

bns i ca 11 y s i r.ip I e one - ~lood re p r esen t .it i ve of pel' i od Uoorw1.1y 
oar't i cu I ar I y fine. , ~· :\ 1 

'• 
• "I 

.S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF :::TRUCTUP.E fM<>nuared 

~ 6. LOCATION MA.? (Plcm Opt/ono/) 

5. PUOLIS~ED SOURCES (J>V'thor, Title, Page•) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC, 

Historic Annapolis, Inc. 

~-~~~--~~~----....., .. 

,,, .... 101 l::•••rlor v e ry nood 

1.PHOTQGRAPH 

· NAME. ADDRESS ANO TITLE OF RECORDER 

William D. Morgan 
Columbia University 
Ne\~ York City 

Dt.TEOFRECORD June 26 1967 
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90-94 Franklin AJ\ ~G1 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
Russell Wright Jul· , 1982 
i·lar"13nd Historical Trust:, 
An},' .>•>lis, ~:aryland ,, ) 
~ levation/c..unera facing_~ 
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PHOTOGr:A.PH BY 

WILLIAM D. MOnGAN 
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90-94 Franklin AA~ 
Arundel Count.y 

July I 1982 
• .. : r. J,,l.L; , Anne 
P11.:;.,c 1 l iVright 
~~ryldnd Historical 
-,,.. : olis, Maryland 
~:: _v:ition/camera 

Trust, 
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