Capsule Summary of 181-183 Main Street (AA-569)

Built in the years between 1891 and 1896, the three-story brick building located at 181-183 Main
Street was erected as a single-family dwelling. In 1930, the building was converted to provide
commercial store space on the first floor, while retaining its domestic space on the upper floors.

The building was constructed by Jessie D. and Thompson P. Elliot and remained in the Elliot family
for approximately 71 years. Although the building’s use has changed over the years, it survives as a
significant example of the domestic architecture that was prevalent on the south side of Main Street

at the turn of the 20th century.

The three-story, three-bay building is designed in an Italianate style of architecture. It is built of
brick with seven course bond structural walls and an all-stretcher bond brick facade appended to the
front elevation. The building is covered with a low-pitched gable roof with an end chimney located
on the southeast side elevation. A three-story rear ell and attached garage, added to the building

between 1921 and 1930, extend off of the original rear elevational wall.
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historic name
other names

89 Church or Main Street

R endmff gt e e -

street & number_181-183 Main Street not for publication
city or town _Annapolis vicinity

state _Maryland code county Anne Arundel code
zip code _21401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)

X private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)

1 building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
’ sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?

Yes
No

X

Name of Listing _Annapolis Historic District
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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling
Commerce/Trade Store

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _Domesgtic Sub: Apartments
Commerce/Trade Store

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Italianate

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Brick
roof Not wvigible
walls Seven-course bond brick

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more

boxes for the

criteria qualifying the property for National

Register listing)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property 1is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has vyielded, or 1is 1likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

u n w

owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetéry.

a reconstructed building, object,or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance 1891-1896

Significant Dates 1891-1896

Significant Person (Complete 1f Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder _unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of

the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1
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(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Articles, Books, Published and Unpublished Resources

Anderson, Elizabeth B. Annapolis: A Walk Through History.
Centreville, MD: Tidewater Publishers, 1984.

Anne Arundel County Assessment Records. 1876-1896; 1896-1905.
Maryland State Archives. Record Group C35.

Anne Arundel County Land Records. Anne Arundel County Courthouse
and Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland.

Baltz, Shirley. The Quays of the City, An Account of the Bustling

Eightennth Century Port of Annapolis. Annapolis, MD: The Liberty
Tree, Ltd., 1975.

Cromley, Elizabeth and Stephen Calloway. The Elements of Style, A

Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Arxchitectural Details. New
York: Simon and Schuster, 1991.

Jennings, Jan and Herbert Gottfried. American Vernacular Design,
1870-1940. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1985.

—————————————————— . American Vernacular Interior Architecture,
1870-1940. Ames, IW: Iowa State University
Press, 1988.

Longstreth, Richard. The Buildings of Main Street. Washington,
D.C.: The Preservation Press, 1987.

Lounsbury, Carl R/ An TIllustrated Glossary of FEarly Southern
Architecture and Landscape. New York: Oxford University Press,
1994,

The Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan. Maryland
Historical Trust. Department of Economic and Community
Development, June 1986.

McAlester, Virginia and Lee McAlester. A Field Guide to American
Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985.

McIntire, Robert Harry. Annapolis Maryland Families. Baltimore:
Gateway Press, Inc., 1979.
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National Regigter Bulletin: How to Complete the National Register
Registration Form 16A. Washington, D.C.: National Park Service,
1991.

Papenfuse, Edward. In Pursuit of Profit, The Annapolis Merchants
in the Era of the American Revolution, 1763-1805. Baltimore, MD:
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1975.

———————————— .  "Southern Urban Society after the Revolution:
Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final Report for NEH Grant
#H69-0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation, 1969.

Radoff, Morris L. Buildings of the State of Maryland at Annapolis
Publication No. 9. Annapolis, MD: The Hall of Records Commission,

1954.

Record Group 29 "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1900, 1910
and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

Warfield, J.D. The Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties
Maryland. Westminister, MD: Family Line Publications, 1990.

Warren, Mame. Then Again...Annapolis, 1900-1965. Annapolis, MD:
Time Exposure Limited, 1990.

Maps and Drawings

Bird’s Eye View of the City of Annapolis, Charles Magnus, 1864,
Reproduced, 1967. Bird’s Eye View of the City of Annapolis, Edward
Sachse, ca. 1858. (Maryland Hall of Records, MdHR G 1213-349)
Church Circle, Annapolis, MD, ca. 1790. Watercolor by C. Milburn.
Gray’s New Map of Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, MD., 1877.
Hopkins, G.M. Map of Annapolis, 1878.

Map of Annapolis, Southern Map Company, Baltimore, MD., 1905.
Plan of Annapolis,’ Geo. H. Shafer, 25 July 1718.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1897, 1903, 1908,
1913, 1921, 1930, 1954.

Photographs

Hayman Collection, 1920ca-1930ca. Record Group SC1406. Annapolis,
Maryland: Maryland State Archives.

Mame Warren Collection, 1859-1910. Record Group SC985. Annapolis,
Maryland: Maryland State Archives.

Photographic Collection at the Historic Annapolis Foundation.




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties

Annapolis Survey

181-183 Main Street Inventory No._AA-569
Anne Arundel County, Maryland Page 7

City Directories

Mullin-Kille and Capital-Gazette City Directory of Annapolis, MD.
Ohio: Mullin-Kille; Evening Capital; and the Maryland
Gazette, 19409.

Polk’s City Directorv of Annapolis, MD. New York: R.L. Polk and
Co., 1928, 1954.

Acreage of Property _less than 1 acre

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The property designated as 181-183 Main Street occupies Parcel 1100
on Tax Map 4-6.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

Parcel 1100 has been associated with the property since the
construction of the building on the site between 1891 and 1896.

name/title Kim Williams & I.. Trieschmann/Architectural Historians

organization _Txraceries date _April 24, 1994
street & number _5420 Western Avenue telephone (301) 656-5283
city or town _Chevy Chase state _MD =zip code _20815

name _Helen C. Fitch, Trustee
street & number _310 Hollyberry Road telephone
city or town Severna Park state _MD zip code 21146
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The building at 181-183 Main Street was built in the period 1891-
1896 on the southwest side of Main Street, just north of Conduit
Street. The three-story, three-bay building is designed in an
Italianate style of architecture. It is built of brick with seven
course bond structural walls and an all-stretcher bond brick facade
appended to the front elevation. The building is covered with a
low-pitched gable roof with an end chimney located on the southeast
side elevation. A three-story rear ell and attached garage, added
to the building between 1921 and 1930, extend off of the original
rear elevational wall.

The northeast elevation of the building consists of a modern first
story storefront and side-passage entry and three bays of windows
on the second and third stories. The side-passage entry, located
in the northern end of the facade, is reached by three stone steps
and features a wood and single-pane glass replacement door with a
narrow single-light transom. The storefront has a recessed cant
entry, concave to the original wall surface, and £flanking
plateglass show windows. The show windows are set upon a brick
base with recessed brick decorative panels and are surmounted by a
wood frieze holding the store signage. A hipped roof, supported by
the wood frieze, extends above the storefront and side-passage door
of the front elevation. '

The second and third story openings, set slightly into the all-
stretcher bond brick facade, feature three replacement windows with
brick jack-arched lintels and aluminum covered sills. The windows
have 1/1 sash with snap-on muntins imitating period 6/6 sash. One
window on the third story towards the north is simply a 1/1 without
its snap-on muntins in place. A wood bracketed cornice, divided
into three bays, extends across the facade and turns the corners of
the building. Four large wood brackets, separated by four
modillions, correspond with the three window bay openings of the
second and third stories. At the corners of the building on the
side elevations, a single bracket gives wvisual support and
architectural continuity to the cornice.
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The northwest elevation, with no openings, rises above the two-
story building next to it.' Visible along this elevation is the
three-story rear ell, clad in stucco, with a shed roof which
projects from the ridgeline of the original building and extends
towards the rear.

Like the northwest elevation, the southeast elevation rises above
the building next to it at 179 Main Street. Also unfenestrated,
this wall has an exterior brick end chimney projecting from the
midpoint of the wall surface at the apex of the gable. Located at
the second story, abutting the chimney, is the ghost of a gable
roof and is marked by the English bond brick within.

The southwest elevation includes a single exposed bay of the
original building and the three-story rear ell which abuts the rest
of the original rear wall surface. The exposed bay of the original
building has three openings on each of its three stories: the first
story incudes a modern metal door with a metal lintel; the second
and third stories have 1/1 replacement sash with 6/6 snap-on
muntins and brick sills.

The rear ell, constructed of frame and clad with a stucco finish,
extends across the rest of this rear wall and projects five bays
deep towards the rear alley. The shed roof slopes towards the
southeast elevation, which has openings on all three levels. The
first story has four boarded up windows and a single entry opening.
The second and third stories each have five windows, three of which
are 1/1 windows with 6/6 snap-on munting, one of which is a pair of
12-1light sliding windows, and the final one of which is a square
opening with 6/6 windows.

A three-story wood porch with a shed roof, enclosed in 1979, is
located at the end of the ell. This porch has banks of 6/6 windows
on the second and third stories, with operable upper and lower
sash. Abutting the first story of this enclosed porch is the
garage. Constructed of hollow tile and clad with a stucco finish

'The ghost of a steeply-pitched gable roof can be seen on this elevation,
just west of the peak of the main roof. The bonding of the brick within the
gable appears to be English bond. According to the Sanborn Maps from 1885 and
1891, a two-story brick building, possibly a wing to the frame dwelling at 179
Main Street, existed on the site. The northwest wall of the brick building could
possibly has survived and been incorporated into the present structure at 181-183
Main Street.
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on its end wall, the garage has a single, garage door opening.

The interior of the building, on the first floor, consists of a
large rectangular room with office/storage space in the rear. The
ceiling is covered with pressed tin in a floral-in-square pattern
with a textured field and egg and dart molding. No other
architectural ornamentation remains on the first floor. The second
and third floors were not surveyed.
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Built in the years between 1891 and 1896, the three-story brick
building located at 181-183 Main Street was erected as a single-
family dwelling. In 1930, the building was converted to provide
commercial store space on the first floor, while retaining its
domestic space on the upper floors. The building was constructed
by Jessie D. and Thompson P. Elliot and remained in the Elliot
family for approximately 71 years. Although the building’s use has
changed over the years, it survives as a significant example of the
domestic architecture that was prevalent on the south side of Main
Street at the turn of the 20th century.

The building at 181-183 Main Street 1is on property that was
designated as Lot 47 on the 1718 Stoddert Map of Annapolis.
Inherited by Thomas Bladen from William Bladen, the entire lot was
conveyed to Dr. Charles Carroll for L50 in sterling. The lot was
described in the deed as "...Post House Lot on Southeast Street and
Church Street adjoining Philemon Lloyd’s 1lot."? Dr. Charles
Carroll, born in Ireland about 1691, conveyed Lot 47 including
buildings in 1746 to Benjamin Young for L600 currency.?

Within three days, Young conveyed the property to Nicholas
Maccubbin for a loss of L50 in currency. Maccubbin was the son-in-
law of Dr. Charles Carroll and owner of a vast amount of property
on Church Street near the docks. Upon the death of Maccubbin in
1784, Lot 47 was devised to his son James Maccubbin Carroll.*

James Carroll began to subdivide and lease the lot in 1788.
According to the Federal Direct Tax of 1798, Carroll was charged
with a two-story frame and brick dwelling house in the form of a T
on Church Street. Listed as tenant was Frederick Green, said to
have been born "just as the guns were firing on account of the
birth of his Royal’ Highness, the Prince of Wales" on January 20,
1750. In addition to his postmaster duties, Green published the

2Liber B Folio 104
*Liber RB 2 Folio 264

*In 1781, Charles Carroll, Barrister, bequeathed his land holdings to his
nephews, Nicholas Maccubbin, Jr. and James Maccubbin, provided they change their
name to Carroll. The Maryland Gazette documented the official name change from
Maccubbin to Carroll on June 5, 1783.
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Gazette in 1775 with his brother Samuel.®

By the early 19th century, four lots located to the northwest of
the existing two-story dwelling house were conveyed to Edward
Williams. When Williams died, part of the estate was conveyed to
his son John Williams, who in 1846 sold it to Alfred G. Holland for
$845.00. Holland and his wife Eliza conveyed the four lots
fronting on Church Street to Elizabeth V. and Samuel Davis, who
constructed the existing three-story dwelling on the site.

Samuel Davis, born in 1818, served as one of the publishers of the
Maryland Republican until his death in 1872. According to the will
of Elizabeth V. Davis, the property was placed in a trust for her
use and benefit by her husband Samuel in 1852. Elizabeth Davis
conveyed to her daughter Jessie D. Elliot "...the lot improved by
a three-story brick dwelling house adjoining the property of Dr.
Burton Randall." The property measured 19 feet on Church Street
and a depth of 90 feet 6 inches with an irregular width due to the
8 foot alley.® Although Jessie Davis Elliot had died just one year
prior to the death of her mother Elizabeth, the Church Street
property was still legally conveyed to Jessie and her heirs.

In 1888, Jessie Davis, born 1863, married Thompson Phelps Elliot.
A printer by profession, Thompson Elliot lived in the dwelling with
his only child, Arthur Thompson Elliot, born 1889. By 1929, Arthur
Elliot received from the estate of Elizabeth V. Davis, property
located to the rear of 181-183 Main Street, thus extending the lot
10 additional feet to Conduit Street.’” Arthur Elliot worked as a
machinist at the United States Naval Academy.

The Elliots, residing in the upper floor of the building, converted
the first floor into a commercial store by 1930. According to the
city directory for 1949, the commercial space was leased by The
Holidayoke Company. Although the Elliots retained ownership of the
building, the city directory for 1954 indicates that the Elliots
had moved and were leasing the upper floors as residential space,

*Robert. Harry McIntire. Annapolig Maryland Families. (Baltimore: Gateway
Press, Inc., 1979), p. 282.

*Will Liiber WFP 1 Folio 208

"LLiber FSR 56 Folio 39
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while the first floor was occupied by a woman’s clothing shop.

Following the death of Arthur in 1966, his wife Mary Catherine
Fitch conveyed the property to Norman L. Fitch although she
retained rights to it until her death in 1970. In 1992, the
property located at 181-183 Main Street was placed in an revocable
trust for the Fitch family. As the current owners, the Fitch
family leases the first floor commercial space to The Fashnique,
while the upper floors contain residential apartments.
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Historic Period Theme: Architecture, Landscape Architecture
and Community Planning

Geographic Organization: Western Shore

Chronological/Developmental Period: Industrial /Urban

Dominance, 1870-1930

Resource Type(s): Standing Structure
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Chain of Title for 181-183 Main Street:

1718: All of Lot 47 on Stoddert’s Map of Annapolis, owned by
William Bladen
Stoddert Notebook, #50

1723: Benjamin Tasker, attorney for Thomas Bladen, heir of
William Bladen, to Dr. Charles Carroll
Liber LB Folio 104

1746: Dr. Charles Carroll to Benjamin Young
Liber RB 2 Folio 264

1746: Benjamin Young to Nicholas Maccubbin
Liber RB 2 Folio 265

1784: Maccubbin dies, devised to son James Carroll (formerly
Maccubbin)
Carroll-Maccubbin Papers MS 219

1788: James Carroll began to subdivide Lot 47
Edward Williams bequeathed to son, John Williams

1846: John Williams to Alfred G. Holland
Liber JHN 2 Folio 136

1849: Alfred G. and Eliza Holland to Elizabeth V. Davis
Liber JHN 4  Folio 103

1896: Elizabeth V. Davis devised to her daughter Jessie D.
Elliot afnd her heirs
Testamentary Records Liber WFP 1 Folio 208

1935: Thompson P. Elliot died and conveyed control of the
property to son Arthur

1959: Mary C. and Arthur Elliot to George E. Rullman, Trustee
Liber GTC 1279 Folio 243

1959: ‘George E. Rullman, Trustee, to Mary C. and Arthur Elliot
Liber GTC 1279 Folio 246
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1968: Mary C. Elliot to Norman L. Fitch
Reserving rights to property for life
Liber 2214 ‘Folio 347

1992: Helen C. Fitch, Trustee of Revocable Trust, under
agreement with Norman L. Fitch
Liber 5896 Folio 181
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21 STATE CIRCLE
_ SHAW HOUSE
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HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET
Individual Structure Survey Form

B

SURYEY NUMBER: A’“A‘H 5(99‘

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: [

UTM REFERENCES:
Zone/Easting/Northing

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

[y PRSI N

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN : Annapolis B
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: Commercial/Apts J

181-183 Main ORIGINAL USE:Commerclal/Apts (POSS1DLly .

COMMON NAME: myq Fashnique

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: Dart Of Carroll mme
the Barrister Hse)

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: COMM Map 32 Par 634

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR:

|

OWNER: Fitch, Norman & Helen C. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
ADDRESS: 310 Hollyberry RA. Ex?ellent( ) Good & ) |
D 21146 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) i
ACCESSTBILITY 10 PUBLIC: THEME : : ,

Yes (%) No () Restricted ( ) STYLE: L. Victorian Commercial (Italianane
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: <::> DATE BUILT:
Local ()  State ()  National () C 1900 (C 1770 Under?)

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
1. Foundation:
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame:
B. Wood Bearing Masonry:
C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E.
3. Wall Covering:

Bonding Pattern: Common

4. Roof Structure
A. Truss:
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering:

6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages:
Wings (X)Other: :
Roof Style:

Other:
Number of Stories: 3
Number of Bays: 3

Approximate Dimensions: 20 X 70

Stone( )Brick{ )Concrete( )Concrete Block{ )

Post and Beam( )Balloon( )

Brick( X Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
Other:

Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )

Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )

Brick Veneer(X)Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )

Wood& )Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )

Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:

Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells(

Gable(X)Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other:

Entrance Location: —ontor & Right

THREAT TO STRUCTURE:
No Threat(x)Zoning( )Roads( )
Development( )Deterioration( )
Alteration ( )Other:

LOCAL ATTITUDES:
Positive( )Negative( )
Mixed( ) Other:




: ]
ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: F\P\wﬂigf%

Heavy bracketed cornice with end consoles and returns with consoles; splayed
brick lintels at upper floor windows, later shép front with simple wood cornice,
transom lit door to upper levels in extreme right bay original.iz--

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

————

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

important to streetscape.

Moderate example of Ttalianate Commercial despite alterations to first floor,

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle)

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: '

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up( )Densely-Built Up(y)
Residential( )Commercial(y)

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

RECORDED BY: ,
Russell Wright

ORGANIZATION:
Historic Annapolis, Inc

DATE RECORDED: V%Lﬁ%_, /QEE? *__4




SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHOTOG™APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

fon | _ {_J '

020563151
Lstate Annapolis, Maryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
COUNTY . INVENTORY
TOWN VICINITY 2 ! :
streeTno. 181-183 Main Street 2 HAD

pATE or pertop Mid - Late 19th C,

AL CWNER i i
ORIGINAL stYyLe Victorian

ORIGINAL USE commercial : ARCHiTEeT
PRESENT OWNER

I . . o BUILDER
PRESENT UsE commercial = Anita Shopt

WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES three

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

A rather nice mid-late I19th C. Victorian building. Three 2/2

+ windows are on 2nd and 3rd storeys with splayed brick lintels
and wooden sills. There is a bracketed wooden cornice with
modillions. A small; unadorned cornice projects over the store

OPEN TO PUBLIC YyES

it may be older ...?) One of buildings that make up Main Street.
Adwally, | oechion o Corroll Rarrisree Hoose BULT OVee @y  Ifi-i53-maw, coclier ros)

iwae 3 wiaitie,

fair-good

$. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF £TRUCTURE

front - good period storefront. (8ide of building suggests that

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plon Optioaal) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

la. PuBLISHED souacas.fauhr. Title, Pages) L NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. Wil liam D. Morgan

Columbia University
New York City

. ' DATE OF RECORD July 3, 1967
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