
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
William H. Bellis Company Tailor Shop Building 

216 Main Street 
(AA-583) 

The William H. Bellis Company Tailor Shop Building, built ca. 

1885, stands as a good example of Italianate architecture typical 

of the late 19th century architecture of commercial Main Street in 

Annapolis. It was built on land historically associated with the 

18th-century Brooksby dwelling and, although altered extensively 

(1949-1954), it continues to contribute to the Annapolis Historic 

District. 

Designed in the commercial Italianate style, this two-story, 

three-bay brick building is set upon a brick foundation and has six 

course bond walls. Its outstanding feature is a bold, overhanging 

molded wood cornice with four brackets that conceals the sloped 

standing seam metal roof. Between 1949 and 1954, a one-story 

storefront and side addition was added to the building, 

significantly altering its original appearance on this first story. 

The second story retains its original configuration of three, 

single, 2/2 windows with decorative brick hood moldings. The 

building's first floor is used for retail purposes, and the second 

floor houses residential space. 
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1. Name of Property 
=================================================================== 
historic name 
other names 98 Main or Church Street 
=================================================================== 
2. Location 
=================================================================== 
street & number 216 Main Street not for publication ~~ 
city or town -=-A=n=n=a•:g""'o""'l=-i=· =s__________ vicinity 
state Maryland code county Anne Arundel code 
zip code 21401 
=================================================================== 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
==============================~==================================== 

4. National Park Service Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
=================================================================== 
5. Classification 
=================================================================== 
Ownership of Property (Check all that apply) 

_x_ private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
_1_ building ( s) 

district 
site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

_1~ buildings 

_1_ 

sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Is this property listed in the National Register? 
Yes _X~ Name of Listing Annapolis Historic District 
No 
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=================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
=================================================================== 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Commerce/Trade Sub: -=S'--=t'""o""'r=-=e==----------

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Commerce/Trade Sub: Office/Apartment 

Domestic 

=================================================================== 
7. Description 
================================================================= 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Italianate 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation --=B~r~i=·c=-=k'---------------~ 
roof Standing Seam Metal 
walls Six-course American bond brick 

other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition 
of the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. --1...=.1. 
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=================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
=================================================================== 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more 
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing) 

A 

B 

_x_ c 

D 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

c a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 
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================================================================= 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance --=c~a~·--=1~8~8~5"'-~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1949-1954 

Significant Dates ca. 1885 
1949-1954 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder ---=u=n=k=n=o~w~n"'-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of 
the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. ~ 
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=================================================================== 
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=================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in 
preparing this form.) 
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American Vernacular Interior Architecture, 
Iowa State University 

Longstreth, Richard. The Buildings of Main Street. Washington, 
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National Register Bulletin: How to Complete the National Register 
Registration Form 16A. Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 
1991. 

Papenfuse, Edward. In Pursuit of Profit. The Annapolis Merchants 
in the Era of the American Revolution. 1763-1805. Baltimore, MD: 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1975. 

------------ "Southern Urban Society after the Revolution: 
Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final Report for NEH Grant 
#H69-0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation, 1969. 

Radoff, Morris L. 
Publication No. 9. 
1954. 

Buildings of the State of Maryland at Annapolis 
Annapolis, MD: The Hall of Records Commission, 

Record Group 29 "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1900, 1910 
and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 

Warfield, J.D. The Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties. 
Maryland. Westminister, MD: Family Line Publications, 1990. 

Warren, Mame. Then Again ... Annapolis. 1900-1965. Annapolis, MD: 
Time Exposure Limited, 1990. 

Maps and Drawings 

Bird's Eye View of the City of Annapolis, Charles Magnus, 1864, 
Reproduced, 1967. Bird's Eye View of the City of Annapolis, Edward 
Sachse, ca. 1858. (Maryland Hall of Records, MdHR G 1213-349) 
Church Circle, Annapolis, MD, ca. 1790. Watercolor by C. Milburn. 
Gray's New Map of Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, MD., 1877. 
Hopkins, G.M. Map of Annapolis, 1878. 
Map of Annapolis, Southern Map Company, Baltimore, MD., 1905. 
Plan of Annapolis,' Geo. H. Shafer, 25 July 1718. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1897, 1903, 1908, 
1913, 1921, 1930, 1954. 

Photographs 

Hayman Collection, 1920ca-1930ca. Record Group SC1406. Annapolis, 
Maryland: Maryland State Archives. 

Mame Warren Collection, 1859-1910. Record Group SC985. Annapolis, 
Maryland: Maryland State Archives. 

Photographic Collection at the Historic Annapolis Foundation. 
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=============================================================== 
City Directories 

Mullin-Kille and Capital-Gazette City Directory of Annapolis. MD. 
Ohio: Mullin-Kille; Evening Capital; and the Maryland 
Gazette, 1949. 

Polk's City Directory of Annapolis. MD. 
Co., 1928, 1954. 

New York: R.L. Polk and 

=================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
=================================================================== 
Acreage of Property less than 1 acre 

Verbal Boundary Description 
property.) 

(Describe the boundaries of the 

The property designated as 216 Main Street occupies Parcel 812 on 
Tax Map 4-6. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

Parcel 812 has been associated with the property since the 
construction of the building on the site in circa 1885. 

=================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
=================================================================== 
name/title Kim Williams & L. Trieschmann/Architectural Historians 
organization Traceries date June 20. 1994 
street & number 5420 Western Avenue telephone (301) 656-5283 
city or town Chevy Chase state _MIL_ zip code 20815 
=================================================================== 
12. Property Owner 

I =================================================================== 
name Karlton F. Morris 
street & number -=B~o=x=--=9~6~8~9'---~~~~~~~~~~ telephone 
city or town Arnold state -11bL_ zip code 21012 
=================================================================== 
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================================================================= 
The Italianate style building located at 216 Main Street was 
constructed in circa 1885. Set on the northeast side of the 
street, the two-story, three-bay building is attached, one the 
southeastern side to a one-and-one-half-story building, erected in 
the mid-20th century. Historically used as a commercial store with 
domestic space on the second floor, the building was significantly 
altered in the period between 1949 and 1954 by a one-story side 
addition and a contemporary storefront. Despite this alteration, 
the structure stands as a good example of Italianate commercial 
architecture typical of the late 19th century architecture of 
commercial Annapolis. 

The building is set upon a brick foundation with walls laid in six­
course American bond brick. The flat roof, sloping to the rear of 
the structure, is covered with standing seam metal and is edged by 
a molded cornice. An interior brick chimney projects from the 
midpoint of the southeast elevation. 

The original facade of the building is no longer present on the 
first floor as a contemporary storefront was constructed in the 
20th century. The storefront, also encompassing the facade of the 
one-story side addition, consists of three separate entries divided 
by two large picture windows. The main body of the building has a 
double, recessed bay window entry that consists of two replacement 
doors of 9-lights over an X-panel, flanking the window. The bay 
window, set upon a brick foundation, contains 27 lights with wide, 
flat mullions. The storefront of the addition, identical in design 
to the storefront of the main body, has the same replacement door 
and an 18-light bay window. The entire first story is protected by 
a shed roof of standing seam metal with a boxed cornice and wide 
frieze. The second story of the building, which appears to be 
relatively unaltered, has three segmentally arched windows with 2/2 
sash. The windows are finished with stone sills, single beaded 
surrounds, and are capped with brick hood moldings. The center 
window has louvered shutters that remain closed at all times. The 
main entablature, which returns around the corners of the building, 
consists of a cavetto-like cornice above ovolo molding that has 
pierced scroll-work, beaded molding, fluted brackets, and nebuly­
like molding on the architrave. 

The second story of the southeast elevation, visible above the one­
story brick building located at 210-212 Main Street, has two 6/6 
windows with wood lintels and single beaded surrounds. The second 
story of the northwest elevation, visible above the side addition, 
has five large 6/6 windows with jack-arched brick lintels, single 
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beaded surrounds, and wood sills. Both elevations are capped by an 
ogee molded cornice that extends from the cornice returns. 

According to the 1885 Sanborn Maps of Annapolis, the brick building 
located at 216 Main Street was rectangular in plan with a one-story 
brick addition surrounding the east corner. Within six years the 
brick addition was enlarged to two-stories and a two-story wood 
addition was constructed on the north end of the elevation. A 
triangular-shaped addition was constructed on the eastern end of 
the southeast elevation. The plan of the building remained the 
same until the 1920s when a small one-story brick bay was 
constructed on the northwest elevation. By 1930, the bay was 
expanded, covering nearly all of the elevation. This addition was 
removed by 1949 and replaced by the present one-story brick 
addition that covers the entire side lot. 

The interior of the building consists, on the first floor, of a 
large rectangular room, divided at the rear by square supporting 
columns. The ceiling is covered in pressed tin ornamented with a 
square-in-square design. No other historic elements remain on this 
floor. The second floor of the building was not surveyed. 
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Built in circa 1885, the building at 216 Main Street was 
constructed as a commercial building with domestic space on the 
upper floor. Set on the northeast side of Main Street, the 
Italianate building stands on property that was historically 
associated with the early 18th century Brooksby dwelling and was 
constructed by William H. Bellis. Although altered by a mid-20th 
century storefront and addition, the building stands as a good 
example of the late 19th century, Italianate-style commercial 
architecture of Main Street. 

The land on which 216 Main Street is located originally occupied a 
portion of the triangular lot of ground that was resurveyed as Lot 
73 on the Stoddert Map of 1718 for Margaret Mercier. In 1720, 
Margaret Mercier, and her husband John Steele, conveyed the 
southeast end of the lot to Cornelius Brooksby, a butcher. 1 The 
deed of sale indicates that the lot was vacant of buildings or 
improvements. The will of Brooksby, dated July 1723, bequeaths a 
dwelling to Cornelius and butcher shop to Mary, suggesting that a 
building was constructed on the site between 1720 and 1723. 2 

Following her marriage to shipwright Sewell Long in 1745, Mary 
Brooksby received full title to the property from her brother 
Cornelius Brooksby, Jr. 3 Although Mary died in 1751, Sewell Long 
and their four children remained in the dwelling until 1774, when 
Long died. Grandson David Long Sudler inherited the "lower portion 
of the lot on Church Street," while son David Long received the 
upper portion. 4 

By 1772, the Long family moved to the Eastern Shore of Maryland and 
leased the building to various tenants. According to listings in 
the Maryland Gazette, the property was leased to Thomas Price, who 
relocated his sadd!ery to the rear of the property. 5 In 1782, the 
Maryland Gazette stated that David Long and Thomas Sudler were 

1Liber CW 1 Folio 333 

2Accounts Liber 7 documents that the building was completed in 1725 by Ann 
Brooksby Gough for her children. 

3Liber RB 2 Folio 167 

4Will Liber 39 Folio 884 

5Maryland Gazette, November 3, 1774. 
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planning on selling the house and lot which was occupied by Thomas 
Price, in addition to the house and lot occupied by William 
Whetcroft. 6 

By 1784, David Long, having relocated to Queen Anne's County, 
finally conveyed 105-1/2 feet fronting on Church Street to John 
Shaw for L510. 7 

By the early 19th century, the property was conveyed by Trustee 
Nicholas Brewer, Jr. to John Johnson. The deed of sale stated that 
the property was where "George Johnson lived, then Thomas Franklin, 
then Brown. 118 Alexander Randall and Alexander Hagner were 
appointed Trustees to convey the property in 1864 for Johnson to 
Joshua Brown, who already resided on the site. Following a default 
in the mortgage, the property was confiscated by the Farmers Bank 
of Annapolis. 

The property was purchased by William Henry Bellis. Bellis, born 
in June 1842, was a tailor on Main Street. It was during his 
ownership that the 18th-century dwelling/restaurant was demolished 
and replaced by the existing two-story brick building. Following 
the death of William in 1896, his son Joseph H. Bellis obtained 
ownership. Joseph Bellis, born in 1867, also worked as a tailor in 
the shop at 216 Main Street, in addition to serving as an alderman, 
sheriff, and state senator. 9 

According to the Sanborn Maps and city directory, the building 
continued to operate as a tailor shop, called the William H. Bellis 
Company Tailor Shop, until the mid-20th century. It was not until 
1949, that the now vacant building was transferred out of the 
Bellis family to o.' Bowie Duckett, Trustee. It was sold by Duckett 
to Karl ton Francis Morris, the son of William F. Morris of 
Washington, D.C. Following his service in the United States Air 
Force, Morris operated a florist shop in the building at 216 Main 

"Maryland Gazette, March 21, 1782. 

7Liber NH 2 Folio 20 

2Liber WSG 16 Folio 516 

'Mcintire, p. 53. 
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Street for many years . 10 Due to the 1949-1954 addition to the 
building, Morris was able to lease portions of the building to 
Clarence Remaley Real Estate and the Berlitz Language School in the 
late 1950s. The current owner of the building, Karlton F. Morris, 
presently leases it to Re/Max 100, a real estate office. 

10Mcintire, p. 782. 
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Historic Period Theme: 

Geographic Organization: 

Architecture, Landscape Architecture 
and Community Planning 

Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance, 
1870-1930 

Modern Period, 1930-present 

Resource Type(s): Standing Structure 
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Chain of Title for 216 Main Street: 

1718: 

1720: 

1723: 

1745: 

1774: 

1784: 

Lot 73 re-surveyed for Mrs. Margaret Mercier from 
Bladen's Lot on Church Street 

Margaret Mercier and her husband, John Steele, to 
Cornelius Brooksby 
Liber CW 1 Folio 333 

Cornelius Brooksby bequeaths to his children Mary and 
Cornelius Brooksby, Jr. 
Will Liber 18 Folio 147 

Cornelius Brooksby, Jr. conveyed his half interest to his 
sister Mary Brooksby and her husband, Sewell Long 
Liber RB 2 Folio 167 

Sewell Long devises upper portion of lot to son, Davidi 
lower portion to grandson, David L. Sudler. 
Will Liber L 39 Folio 884 

David Long to John Shaw 
Liber NH 2 Folio 20 

note missing deed information 

1830: 

1864: 

1870: 

1880: 

1883: 

John Gaber to Henry Holland 
Liber WSG 15 Folio 377 

Susannah Holland and James Sands to Catherine Murphy 
Liber NHG Folio 549 

Charles J. Murphy to Richard Tydings 
Liber SH 5 Folio 21 

Thomas Nutwell, Sheriff, to George W. Keen and James S. 
Haggerty 
Equity Case: 
Liber SH 16 

Richard Tydings versus Keen and Haggerty 
Folio 270 

George W. Keen and James S . Haggerty to Thomas and 
Matilda Lanahan 
Liber SH 26 Folio 654 
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1885: 

1896: 

1896: 

1898: 

1913: 

1919: 

1949: 

1949: 

1993: 

Thomas M. and Matilda Lanahan to William H. Bellis 
Liber SH 35 Folio 411 

William H. Bellis devised to wife and children 

Ella Bellis, widow of William, to Joseph H. Bellis 
Liber GW 4 Folio 330 

Joseph Bellis, trading as William H. Bellis Company, and 
Joseph H. Bellis, to Nicholas Green, Trustee 
Equity 2036, estate of Joseph Bellis 
Liber GW 9 Folio 43 

Nicholas Green, Trustee, to Joseph H. Bellis 
Liber GW 99 Folio 93 

Joseph H. Bellis and William H. Bellis to William H. 
Bellis Company 
Liber WNW 6 Folio 402 

William H. Bellis Company to 0. Bowie Duckett, Trustee 
Liber JHH 514 Folio 53 

O. Bowie Duckett, Trustees, to Karl ton and Louise W. 
Morris 
Liber JHH 528 Folio 312 

Karlton and Louise w. Morris to Karlton F. Morris 
Liber 6030 Folio 802 
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_ Tax Map of Annapolis, Maryland 
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SURVEY NUMBER: A-A- 5~3 1 MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
SHAW HOUSE l 

ANNAPOLIS , MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES: 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

I 

Individual Structure Survey Form i 
U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: J 

t 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: : 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.~: I 
j 

TOWN: Annapolis 
LOCATION: 216 Main Street PRESENT USE: Retail i 

ORIGINAL USE: Retail 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COMMON NAME: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: . 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Comm Map 32 Par 317 i 
OWNER: Karlton & Louise Morris PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: i 

ADDRESS: P. O. Box 9689 Excellent ( ) Good (X) I 
Arnold, MD 21012 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) I 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: I 
I 

Yes~ ) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Victorian Commercia.l .L i:a..Liana 1..c: 

LEVEL ~ SIGNIFICANCE: () DATE BUILT: 
Local ( , State ( ) National ( ) 1886-1891 (Altered) 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(x)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
2. Wall Structure 

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick(X)Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapbo~rd( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer(x)Stone Veneer( )Asbestos Shingle( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Common Other: 

4. Roof Structure 
A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( ) 
Built Up( )Rolled(X)Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells( ) 
Wings ( )Other: 

Roof Style: Gable( )Hip( )Shed(X)Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( )lithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 2 
Number of Bays: 3 Entrance Location: L & R 
Approximate Dimensions: 25 x 60 

' 
THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat(X)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( )Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Good deep cornice with floralized dentils, jig sawn frieze and tall carved 
consoles, brick drip molds at second floor elliptical windows; first floor severely 
altered. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Would be important example of small scale Italianate Victorian Commercial if 
first floor restored. As is still co~tributes to streetscape. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (lnd:;l,cate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildin~s( ) 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely~Built Up("' 
Residential( )Commercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell Wright 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Annapolis, Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 
A""" 19 i.'=l 

"----=~.-.------------------~----------------w..----------------"""~5-"--.&..l:..l.oW..---------------l 
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F0tm 10·4AS l. HATE Annapolis, Mdryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 
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COUNTY 

TOYIN VICINITY 

STREET NO. 216 Mo i n Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

2. NAl.IE 

OATEORPER100 Post Civil \lar? 
STYLE Victorian 
ARCHITECT 

ORIGINAL usE commerc i a I 
PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT USE commercial' 
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 
NO. OF STORIES two 

Dut chc ss 1-bin--B_u_i_L~:>_e_R ________________ --t 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURE'S, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANO DESCRIPTION OPEN TC PUBLIC yes 

2lo Main is a yood example of Victorian commercial 
architecture . The ground floor extending to 218 has 
been gussied up with ucolonial" doors, window~, and a 
hood, however , the rest of 'the building is original. 
There is a ma9nificent bracketed cornice with jig saw 
cut outs, floral denti Is, and designed to include a 
band of brick o courses wide. Three 2nd storey windows 
are excellent period - 2/2 with rounded top and drip 
moldings formed by c<(belcd bricks. Both sides of the 
building are exposed dnd add visually to the street 
and lead your eye towdrd re~r of Schoo l St . , State Circle, 
etc. 

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF Hl1UCTVRf 

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optlo<'a/J 

O. PUllLIShEO SOURCE:. <1 vtltor, Tit/•, Po-;oJ 
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

"good 

?. NAME, ADDRESS ANO TITLE' CJF RECOROE~ 

\-Ii 11 iam D. Morgon 
Columb ia University 
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Arundel County Annapolis, Anne 
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