
Capsule Summary for 55-59 Maryland Avenue 
AA-637 

Built in the period between 1911 and 1913, the building at 55-59 
Maryland Avenue is located on property that was originally part of 
the large tract of land associated with the James Smith family. 
The history of the property illustrates the subdivision of the once 
large and prominent 18th century Annapolis estates into smaller 
parcels in the 19th century and the subsequent development of these 
subdivisions along the commercial route of Maryland Avenue. 
Additionally the property designated as 55-59 Maryland Avenue 
documents the demolition of the last remaining residential building 
and the construction of a large commercial/residential building. 

Constructed in the vernacular commercial mode, the building at 55-
59 Maryland Avenue is covered in textured metal cladding with brick 
supporting piers on the first story. The side gable roof, covered 
with asphalt shingles, has double corbel capped chimneys on the 
southeast elevation. 1 The building is set upon a brick foundation, 
with granite sills directly under the projecting store windows. 
The front elevation, measuring 25 feet in width, is two bays wide 
and features two bay windows on the second and third stories. The 
overhanging eave, projecting approximately four-feet, is ornamented 
by an applied metal cornice with modillions and end brackets. 

1The chimneys were repaired and repainted in October 1993 
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=================================================================== 
1. Name of Property 
=================================================================== 
historic name 
other names 55-59 Maryland Avenue 
=================================================================== 
2. Location 
=================================================================== 
street & number 55-59 Maryland Avenue not for publication 
city or town --=-A=n=n=a..,p:;....;o=-=1-=i:...::s...._ ________________ _ vicinity 

county Anne Arundel code state Maryland code 
zip code 21401 
=================================================================== 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
=================================================================== 
4. National Park Service Certification N/A 
=================================================================== 
=================================================================== 
5. Classification 
=================================================================== 
Ownership of Property (Check all that apply) 

_x_ private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
_1_ building(s) 

district 
site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

_1_ buildings 

_1_ 

sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

Is this property listed in the National Register? 
Yes _X_ Name of Listing Annapolis Historic District 
No 
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=================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
=================================================================== 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Commercial/Domestic Sub: Store/Apartment 
Apartment 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Commercial/Domestic Sub: Store/Apartment 

=================================================================== 
7. Description 
================================================================= 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Commercial Vernacular 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation Brick/concrete 
roof Asphalt Shingles 
walls Iron cladding/brick 

other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition 
of the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. 7-1 
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=================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
=================================================================== 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more 
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing) 

A 

B 

_x_ c 

D 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 
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================================================================= 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance ~1=9~1~1~-~1~9"-=1=3~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Significant Dates 1911-1913 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder -=u=n=k=n=o~w~n=-~~~~~~~~~~~-

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of 
the property.) See Continuation Sheet No. ~ 
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=================================================================== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
=================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in 
preparing this form.) 

Articles, Books, Published and Unpublished Resources 

Anderson, Elizabeth B. Annapolis: A Walk Through History. 
Centreville, MD: Tidewater Publishers, 1984. 

Anne Arundel County Assessment Records. 1876-1896; 1896-1905. 
Maryland State Archives. Record Group C35. 

Anne Arundel County Land Records. Anne Arundel County Courthouse 
and Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland. 

The Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan. Maryland 
Historical Trust. Department of Economic and Community 
Development, June 1986. 

Mcintire, Robert Harry. Annapolis Maryland Families. Baltimore: 
Gateway Press, Inc., 1979. 

Papenfuse, Edward. "Southern Urban Society after the Revolution: 
Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final Report for NEH Grant 
#H69-0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation, 1969. 

Record Group 29 "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1900, 1910 
and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 

Maps and Drawings 

Bird's Eye View of the City of Annapolis, Chas. Magnus, 1864, 
Reproduced, 1967. 
Gray's New Map of Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, MD., 1877. 
Hopkins, G.M. Map of Annapolis, 1878. 
Map of Annapolis, Southern Map Company, Baltimore, MD., 1905. 
Plan of Annapolis, Geo. H. Shafer, 25 July 1718. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1897, 1903, 1908, 
1913, 1921, 1930, 1954. 

Photographs 

Hayman Collection, 1920ca-1930ca. Record Group SC1406. Annapolis, 
Maryland: Maryland State Archives. 

Mame Warren Collection, 1859-1910. Record Group SC985. Annapolis, 
Maryland: Maryland State Archives. 
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Mullin-Kille and Capital-Gazette City Directories of Annapolis, MD. 
Ohio: Mullin-Kille; Evening Capital; and the Maryland 
Gazette, 1949. 

Polk 1 s City Directories of Annapolis, MD. New York: R.L. Polk and 
Co., 1928, 1954. 

=================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
=================================================================== 
Acreage of Property less than 1 acre 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the 
property.) 

The property designated 55-59 Maryland Avenue occupies the entire 
Parcels 925 and 924 on Tax Map 4-6. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

This parcel was originally part of a larger tract of land belonging 
to the carpenter, John Smith and his heirs, and has been associated 
with the property since the construction of the building on the 
site between 1911 and 1913. 

=================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
=================================================================== 
name/title Laura Trieschmann/Architectural Historian 
organization Traceries date Nov. 25, 1993 
street & number 5420 Western Avenue telephone (301) 656-5283 
city or town Chevy Chase state _MIL zip code 20815 
=================================================================== 
12. Property Owner 

name William R. Pfefferkorn 
street & number 343 Dewey Drive 
city or town ~A=n=n=a~p_o~l=i=s~~~~~~~~~ 

telephone 
state -11!2_ zip code 21401 

=================================================================== 
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================================================================= 
Prominently located at the center on the south side of Maryland 
Avenue, the building at 55-59 Maryland Avenue was originally 
constructed on the site of a two-and-a-half story dwelling, dating 
from the late 1870s. Built in 1911-1913, the large three-story 
commercial vernacular style building was constructed in a similar 
size and scale as the older commercial buildings located on the 
northeast end of Maryland Avenue between State Circle and Prince 
George Street. 

Flanked by commercial buildings, the three-story building provides 
commercial space on the first floor and apartment space on the 
upper floors. The front elevation faces Maryland Avenue, while the 
rear elevation faces a narrow back yard. The southeast elevation 
is connected to the contemporary building located at 53 Maryland 
Avenue and is connected on the first story of the southwest to 61 
Maryland Avenue. According to historic maps, deed research, and 
physical evidence, the building located at 55-59 Maryland Avenue 
was constructed following the demolition of a two-and-a-half story 
dwelling between 1911 and 1913. Except for minor alterations to 
the first story store front and rear additions that have occurred 
over the years, the building retains its original configuration and 
currently stands in good condition. 

Constructed in the vernacular commercial mode, the building at 55-
59 Maryland Avenue is covered in textured metal cladding with brick 
supporting piers on the first story. The side gable roof, covered 
with asphalt shingles, has double corbel capped chimneys on the 
southeast elevation. 1 The building is set upon a brick foundation, 
with granite sills directly under the projecting store windows. 
The front elevation, measuring 25 feet in width, is two bays wide 
and features two bay windows on the second and third stories. The 
overhanging eave, projecting approximately four-feet, is ornamented 
by an applied metal cornice with modillions and end brackets. 

Between 1913 and 1921, the rear one-story ell became two-stories 
with a two-story rear porch and a one-story addition was 
constructed on the southeast corner. The 1930 Sanborn Maps document 
that the two-story rear porch was removed and a two-story addition 
constructed. 

The facade, on the first story, consists of a double recessed 
central store entries, flanked by projecting bay store windows, and 

1The chimneys were repaired and repainted in October 1993 
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a side-passage entry to the stairs for the upper floors. The store 
windows, set upon a concrete foundation, are supported by recessed 
panels. The entry doors are constructed of wood and glass with a 
single light transom. The large transoms above the entry doors of 
the stores have been enclosed. The first story is protected by two 
large canvas awnings. The second and third story are pierced by 
two bay windows, projecting over the first story. A plain, yet 
heavy, cornice is situated at the base of the bay windows above the 
first story. Modillions with a pressed tin floral design are 
located at the ends of the cornice on the corners of the facade. 
The bay windows are connected, on the second story, by a low metal 
balustrade. The second story of the bay windows contain three 1/1 
aluminum windows. A plain cornice is located just above the 
windows, indicating the start of the third floor. Above the 
cornice are panels with molded surrounds and ornamental bolts at 
the corners. The third story of the bay windows contain three 1/1 
aluminum windows. The overhanging eave is ornamented with an 
applied metal cornice supported with two large end brackets adorned 
with rosettes, wreaths, and a floral designs. Small rectangular 
modillions decorate the eave below the ogee cornice. 

The southeast elevation, covered with metal cladding, is pierced on 
the second and third stories by single 1/1 aluminum windows, 
located at the center of the elevation. 

The rear and interior of 55-59 Maryland Avenue were not accessible 
and therefore not included in the survey. 
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Built in the period between 1911 and 1913, the building at 55-59 
Maryland Avenue is located on property that was originally part of 
the large tract of land associated with the James Smith family. 
The history of the property illustrates the subdivision of the once 
large and prominent 18th century Annapolis estates into smaller 
parcels in the 19th century and the subsequent development of these 
subdivisions along the commercial route of Maryland Avenue. 
Additionally the property designated as 55-59 Maryland Avenue 
documents the demolition of the last remaining residential building 
and the construction of a large commercial/residential building. 

Designated as part of lot 82 and all of lot 81 on the Stoddert Map 
of 1718, the Smith property originally was bounded by Maryland 
Avenue, State Circle and Prince George Street. After the death of 
John Smith in 1737, the property was owned by his daughter, Sarah 
Smith. That same year Sarah Smith married John Ramsay. In 1772, 
the daughter of Sarah and John Ramsay married Vachel Stevens. 
Vachel Stevens leased the property to the Knowles family. 
According to the deed of conveyance records in 1782 (MCP 6 Folio 
19), Edward Knowles received a liquor license and operated a saloon 
on the property. By 1787, John Welsh opened a tavern in a house 
that was formerly occupied by the Knowles family. In 1788, the tax 
assessment records document that John Welsh was living on the lots 
at L40 rent in an "L-shaped dwelling with a 30x18 wing and a 24x18 
wing; 16x26 kitchen, both out of repair. A 10x20 old smokehouse 
and an almost new stable, 20x20." 2 

When Vachel Stevens died in 1787, his sons John Mercer Stevens and 
John Ramsay Stevens acquired the land. In 1790, John Mercer 
Stevens was assessed with one frame dwelling and an outhouse. Upon 
his death in 1803, his daughter, Sarah Stevens received a dwelling, 
kitchen and an outhouse. In 1821, Sarah Stevens, now Anderson, 
conveyed the propert¥ to Baruch Fowler who reconveyed it back to 
Stevens immediately. Two years later, Sarah Anderson and her 
husband, Theodore, conveyed the property to Jacob Williams. Lot 81 
and part of lot 82 contained several houses at the time of the sale 

2Anne Arundel Test. PP Box 12, folder 77, Maryland State Archives. Further 
research of lot 81 and lot 82 may provide more historical documentation and the 
actual location of the L-shaped dwelling. 

3Liber WSG 7 Folio 481 and Liber WSG 8 Folio 97 
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in 1823. 4 

In 1848, the heirs of Jacob Williams conveyed the property to 
Daniel M. Sprogle. 5 Sprogle was born in Maryland on September 30, 
1822 and died in 1889. In 1848, Daniel Sprogle was employed to lay 
the brickwork for the First Presbyterian Church on Duke of 
Gloucester Street. He was a Trustee for the Church between 1862 
and 1868. He was listed in the 1850 Census Records as a white 
male, 27 years old with a land worth of $1,500. He operated a 
lumber mill and was listed on the 1880 Census Records as a builder. 
Daniel married Rebecca Catherine Welch. The couple had four 
children, Hester Katherine Culver, J.H. Sprogle, Daniel Stansbury 
Sprogle, and Rizpah Welch Ladd. 6 Sprogle owned a majority of the 
property on the southern side of Maryland Avenue and was 
responsible for the subdivision and sale of 41-43 Maryland Avenue 
westward to 77 Maryland Avenue. 

Within months of purchasing the property, Daniel Sprogle sold it to 
Thomas Ireland. 7 The 1880 Census Records indicate that Owen M. 
Taylor, born in 1820 in Maryland, lived with his wife Mary Ireland 
Taylor and their six children in the dwelling. Mary Ireland Taylor 
was the granddaughter of Thomas Ireland and obtained the property 
upon the death of her grandfather and father, Irving Ireland. The 
1880 Census Records show that Owen Taylor, who resided in 55 
Maryland Avenue, had no particular occupation at that time, 
although he had studied medicine at St. John's College, was 
Chancery Court Clerk, Magistrate, and a correspondent for the 
Baltimore Sun. He died in 1886. Thomas Ireland Taylor, who 
resided at 57 Maryland Avenue, was a correspondent for the 
Baltimore Sun like his father, Owen Taylor. The 1900 Census 
Records show that Thomas I. Taylor and his children still occupied 
57 Maryland Avenue while leasing 55 Maryland Avenue to Philip 
Miller. Miller, born in 1860 in Maryland, was a machinist. 

4Liber WSG 9 Folio 269 

5Liber JHN 3 Folio 156 

6Robert Harry Mcintire. Annapolis Maryland Families. (Baltimore: Gateway 
~ Press, Inc., 1979), p. 661. 

7Liber JHN 3 Folio 611 
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Upon the death of Mary Ireland Taylor in 1902, the property was 
willed to her six children and four grandchildren. By 1903, the 
property was involved in an Equity Case as several members of the 
family petitioned to have the land free of Trust. 8 James R. 
Brashears was appointed Trustee and empowered to sell the building. 
It was purchased by A. Owen Inglehart in 1904. 9 

A. Owen Inglehart willed the building to his son, Eugene W. 
Inglehart in 1906. 10 In 1908, Inqlehart conveyed the building to 
Sarah E. C. and Simon L. Paro. 11 In 1911, the Paro' s sold the 
building, listed specifically as a dwelling in the deed of sale, to 
Richard G. and Sarah F. Chaney. 12 It was during the ownership of 
Richard Chaney that the two-and-a-half-story side gable dwelling 
was demolished and replaced by the three-story metal clad frame 
building. 13 

Richard Gardiner Chaney, worked as an alderman and liveryman, was 
born in 1862 to Moreen Duvall Chaney, curator for the State House. 
After his first wife, Sarah Francis Anderson died in 1917, Chaney 
married Florence Haight. Chaney owned several parcels of land on 
the south side of Maryland Avenue. 

The Sanborn Maps indicate that the new commercial building was used 
as a tailor shop, a millinery, and a store. 14 The 1920 Sanborn 
Maps show Frank F. Foxwell and his wife Helen B. Foxwell leased an 
apartment in the building. Foxwell, born in 1881, was a Naval 
Officer at the United States Naval Academy. The second apartment 
was leased by William Darden and his family. Darden, born in 1890, 
was an instructor at the United States Naval Academy. 

8Equity 2500, January 29, 1903 

9Liber GW 35 Folio 195 

10will Liber RB 1 Folio 338 

11Liber GW 61 Folio 333 

12Liber GW 83 Folio 423 

13The date of construction is based on the deed of sale and the Sanborn Maps 
of 1908 and 1913. 

14Sanborn Maps of 1913, 1921, and 1930. 
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Upon the death of Richard Chaney in 1937, the building at 55-59 
Maryland Avenue was willed his son, Richard Gardiner Chaney, Jr and 
his wife Effie W. Chaney. 15 When Richard, Jr. died in 1972, the 
property was willed to Richard Gardiner Chaney, III, who conveyed 
it the following year to William R. and Luciene R. Pfefferkorn. 16 

The Pfefferkorns currently own the building located at 55-59 
Maryland Avenue. The first floor is occupied by an antique store 
and an oriental rug store, while the second and third floors are 
leased as private apartments. 

15Liber FAM 178 Folio 91 

16Will Liber GMN 16 Folio 530 and Liber 2637 Folio 806 
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Historic Period Theme: Architecture, 
Architecture and 
Planning 

Geographic Organization: Western Shore 

Landscape 
Community 

Chronological/Developmental Period: I n du s t r i a 1 /Urban 
Dominance, 1870-1930 

Resource Type(s): Standing Structure 
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Chain of Title for 55-59 Maryland Avenue: 

1730: 

1737: 

1782: 

1788: 

1803: 

1821: 

1821: 

1823: 

1848: 

Heirs of Amos Garret to John Smith, carpenter 
Lot 81 with house 
Liber RD 2 Folio 192 

John Smith to daughter Sarah Smith 
Lot 81 and part of 82 
Liber RD 1 Folio 84 

Vachel Stevens, son-in-law of Sarah Smith Ramsay 

Vachel Stevens wills to sons, John Mercer Stevens and 
John Ramsay Stevens 

Daughter of John Mercer Stevens, Sarah Stevens owns 
property 

Sarah Stevens deeds to Baruch Fowler 
Liber WSG 7 Folio 481 

Fowler reconveys to Theodore and Sarah Stevens Anderson 
Liber WSG 8 Folio 97 

Theodore Anderson to Jacob Williams 
Liber WSG 9 Folio 269 

Jacob Williams heirs to Daniel M. Sprogle 
Liber JHN 3 Folio 156 
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1848: 

1902: 

1903: 

1904: 

1906: 

1908: 

1911: 

1938: 

1972: 

1973: 

Daniel Sprogle to Thomas Ireland 
Liber JHN 3 Folio 611 

Mary Ireland Taylor willed to children, James Steele 
Taylor, et al 

James Steele Taylor and Thomas Guy Taylor to James R. 
Brashears, Trustee 
Equity Case 2500 

James R. Brashears, Trustee, to A. Owen Inglehart 
Liber GW 35 Folio 195 

A. Owen Inglehart to Eugene W. Inglehart 
Will Liber RB 1 Folio 338 

Eugene W. Inglehart to Sarah E. C. and Simon L. Paro 
Liber GW 61 Folio 333 

Sarah E. C. and Simon L. Paro to Richard G. and Sarah F. 
Chaney 
Liber GW 83 Folio 423 

Edward G. Chaney, Trustee to R. Gardiner and Effie W. 
Chaney 
Liber FAM 178 Folio 91 

Richard Gardiner Chaney, III appointed to represent the 
Estate of Richard Gardiner Chaney 
Will Liber GMN 16 Folio 530 

Richard Gardiner Chaney, III, representative of 
Estate of Richard Gardiner Chaney, to William R. 
Luciene R. Pfefferkorn 
Liber 2637 Folio 806 

the 
and 
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Individual Structure Survey Form i 
U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: J 

! 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: l 

' 

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NA.."'IB: ' I 
TOWN: Annapolis ' 

LOCATION: 55-57 Maryland Avenue PRESENT USE: Retail/Ants ' 
ORIGINAL USE: Retail/Ants 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 

COMMON NAME: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: . 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map32 Par 435 i 
OWNER: Wm. R. & L. Pfefferkorn PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: i . 
ADDRESS: 343 Dewey Ori ve Excellent ( ) Good (X) I 

Annapolis, MD 21401 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) 1 
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: I 

I 

Yes (X) No ( ) Restricted ( ) STYLE: Vernacu.Lar 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: () DATE BUILT: 
c.1880, Altered 

Local (J) State ( ) National ( ) 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

Structural System 
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 

2. Wall Structure 
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( ) 
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick(X)stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( ) 
c. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapbo~rd( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( ) 
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( ) 
Brick Veneer( X) Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( ) 
Bonding Pattern: Common Other: Pressed 

4. Roof Structure Metal 
A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( ) Cone re te ( ) 
B. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(X)Sheet Metal( ) 
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells( ) 
Wings ()Other: Bays (2) at second and third floors 

Roof Style: Gable ( X) Hip ( ) Shed ( ) Flat ( ) Mansard ( ) Gambrel ( ) J erkinhead ( ) 
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( );.lith Bellcast( )With Parapet ( )With False Front( ) 
Other: 

Number of Stories: 3 
Number of Bays: 6 Entrance Location: RightLL~ft 
Approximate Dimensions: 30 x 70 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
No Threat( )OZoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( ) 
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other: 
Alteration ( )Other: 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Heavy overhanging cornice witJmodillions and end consoles enriched with floral 
decorations; facade above later fiJ~t floor is sheathed with pressed tin; second and 
third floors have two-story three part projecting bays occupying each of the two bays, 
with molded tin belt at third floor, embossed spandrels and flat window casings; first 
floor altered. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 

STATEMENT OF.SIGNIFICANCE: 

Tin facade applied to earlier structure, and as such is of great interest to street
scape as well as an example of an applied metal facade. 

REFERENCES: 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildin~s( ) 
Moderately Built Up( )Densely~Built Up(.J) 
Residential( )C01IUI1ercial( ) 
Agricultural( )Industrial( ) 
Roadside Strip Development( ) 
Other: 

RECORDED BY: 
Russell Wright 

ORGANIZATION: 
Historic Annapolis, Inc 

DATE RECORDED: 
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COMMON: 

55-57 Maryland Avenue 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

s·TREET AND NUMBER: 

55-57 Maryland Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Annapolis 
STATE 

Maryland 
I CODE !COUNTY: 

I I Anne Arundel 

District 

Site 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 Building 

D Structure 

Object 0 

OWNERSHIP 

XJ Pubhc Public Acquisition: 

[] Private In Process 

Both Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural 0 
Commercial [;;" 

Educational 0 
Entertainment 0 

Government 

Indus trial 

Military 

Museu.'U 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Park 0 
Private Residence 0 
Rel1gious 0 
Scientific 0 

D 
0 

·•· ...... 
STATUS 

Occupied XJ 
Unoccupied 0 
Preservation work 

in progress 0 

Transportation 0 
Other (Specify) 0 

.. : . .... ~··· 

I CODE 

I 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

Restricted ~ 

Unrestricted 0 
No: 0 

Comments 0 

·. 
y .)'.)•· .... ........... <(.·•'\.:•: /\••} ··.·.· ... ..... z rM oWNER 01f PROPER.Tv ·• .• 

·''' . :•· 
OWNERS NAME: 

' W STREET AND NUMBER:· 

w 
I STATE: I CODE 

I 
CITY OR TOWN: 

1~< t;;pcAtJP* o~ t.eoAi,: oescRiPT1otif . >·· .... ·.; ~- .. ·<• .. /S . < •>.• ... ...•. ( 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ET~: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR lrOWN: I STATE 
.. ,.;" I CODE 

I 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF' NOMINATED PROPERTY: city lot 

) . ;· .··.> •:·:.,.·· \ ... ·· .... ·;·· ... ·.· 
. .:..· 

DATE OF' SURVEY: Federal n State D County D Local 0 
DEPOSITORY F'OR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

rTATE: I CODE >---

I 
CITY OR TOWN: 
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CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Excellent 0 Good XJ Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 
(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered ~ 

(Check One) 
INTEGRITY 

Moved 0 Original Site l'.l!l 
_DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ifhnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

55-51 Maryland Avenue is a. three story brick st1".tlcture, 

only the street facade of which is really visible. The 

upper two stories of this f'aoade appear to be covered '\ 

with cast iron (or tin ?). Set under a very deep bracketed 

cornice~ (which has some sort of wheat or floral ornament 

on the outside ends) are two semi-oot~gonal bays which run 

the height of the upper stories; there are three lfindows 

in each bay on each floor. »elow each of the third story 

windows there are decorative panels w:!.th garland and 

rosette motifs in them. A simple cornice :runs across the 

facade between the upper two stories, a.:cting as a belt 

course. The street level is· divided into two 'stores' of 

more recent design than the rest of the building. 
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PERIOD (Check One or Morp as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century O 18th Century 0 
19th Century [JI: 

20th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable andJ{nown) 0187 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as A_ppropriate) 

Aboriginal Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 0 
Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) 0 
Historic 0 Industry 0 losaphy 0 ·· Architecture 

Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 0 Townscape 
Art 0 Landscape Sculpture 0 
Commerce 0 Architecture 0 Social/Human-

Communications 0 Literature 0 itarian 0 
Conservation 0 Military 0 Theoter 0 

Music 0 Transportation 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNl,FICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The main building of 55-57 MaT,Vland Avenue might oonceiva.bly 

be older than the street facade that is: attached to it, 

however, the it is this metal facade (tin or cast iron) 

that gives the building interest. Although somewhat unique 

for Annapolis (67-69 Mar,vland Avenue also has a metal front), 

this particular facade was at one time probably a stand.a.rd 

form of commerciall. 1pre-fab•, itR slightly odd use of 

classical details (the sheaf of wheat at._ the ends of the 

cornice and the panels with garlands and rosettes) stamped 

out with the rest of the front: Without such pre-fabrication, 

oommerci~l structures of this nature would have been con

siderably duller, lacking the interest 'generated by the 

double bowed front. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES : -

.Pl u::rc, '. b /u 
. or-15,,, k.,, t-1 T ;:£~ l?'?o 1<' '· 

. 

.. 

~ 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA . 
1.ATITUOE ANO 1.0N<;ITUOE COORDINATES 0 

1.ATITUOE ANO l.ONGITUOE COORDINATE$ 

DEFINING A FIECTANGl.E l.OCATING THlt PROPERTY DE:FINING THE CENTER POINT 01" A PROPERTY 

R OF I.EU THAN QN£ ACRE 

CORNER 1.ATITUOE I.ON GI TU OE 1.AT!TUOE: L.ONGITUOE. 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds DegrHs Minutes Seconds Degrees M nutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW 0 ' . 0 . . 

"' L.IST Al.I. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVE:FIL.APPING STATE: OFI COUNTY BOUNOAFll E' 

STATE I CODE COUNTY CODE 
m 
m 

STATE1 CODE COUNTY: CODE 

' 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

z 

"' (1) 
STATE1 CODE COUNTY: CODE -t 

XI 
ill. FORM PREPARED BY c: 

NAME ANO TITl.E: 

William Morgan n 
ORGANIZATION IOATE 

Department of Art History Janua.:ry 1970 
-t 

STREET ANO NUMBE Fi i 

University of Delaware 0 

z 
CITY OR TO..VN I STATE CODE 

Newark Delaware "' 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison OfC1cer for the Na· 

ltonal Hislortc Prcscrvat ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665). I h.-rt!'by nominate this prl)perty for inclusion National Register. 

1n 1he Nauonal Rel(tster and certify thot it has been 

evaluated accord tng 10 the critcrrn and procedures set 

Corth by tht• Nat1orwl Park Service. The recommended 
Chief , 0(1/ce ot ArcheoloSy and His l oric Preservauon 

level o( s1gn1ficance of this nom1nat1on Is: 

Notional D State 0 Local 0 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title.-

Keeper of The Nallonal Register 

Dalti Dale 



:u I U 
~·-~~-~--~ : __ --i-n-...-:::-r=-i L..J I I ._..I I_! . 

oQ 

0 

a 

D 

0 

AA (,,3Jr 
ANNAPOLIS HtST. D . 





55-57 Maryland AA(,31 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County 
Russell Wright July, 1982 
Maryland Historical Trust, 
Annapolis, Maryland ' 
~Elevation/camera facing~ · 
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