CAPSULE SUMMARY
1 School Street (AA-647)
Annapolis, Maryland

The property at 1 School Street dates from circa 1870, replacing a
late 18th century brick dwelling. The modest wood frame structure
with its Italianate style detailing was specifically constructed as
office space. 1In 1949, the commercial building was renovated for
use as apartments. In 1983, together with the buildings at 23
State Circle and 5 School Street, the two-story wood frame building
became the Robert Johnson House. The building is one of four

historic properties maintained by Historic Inns of Annapolis.

The two-story, side-passage wood frame building was designed in the
Italianate style. Sandwiched between the addition to the four-
story Robert Johnson Hotel at 23 State Circle and a small, one-
story wood frame infill structure at 3 School Street, the former
law office is located right at the crook in the road where School
Street Jjoins State Circle. The building is set upon a raised
masonry foundation, parged with a stucco finish and has German
siding over the wood frame structure. The three bay wide building
is covered with a low gable roof, clad with standing seam metal.
The building is characterized by its bracketed wood cornice and

Ttalianate-style window and door moldings.
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historic name
common/other name

street & number _1 School Street not for publication
city or town Annapolis vicinity __ state Maryland code _MD
county _Anne Arundel code _003 zip code _21401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)

district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
- sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?

Yes _X Name of Listing _Annapolis Historic District
No
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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: COMMERCE/TRADE Sub: Professional (Law Office)
DOMESTIC Multiple Family

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Hotel

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Italianate

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Masonry

roof Standing Seam Metal
walls GCerman Siding
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more

boxes for the

criteria qualifying the property for National

Register 1listing)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has vyielded, or is 1likely to vyield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

owned by a religious institution or wused for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance _1870 ca-1949

Significant Dates _1870 ca
1949

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation _Undefined

Architect/Builder _Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1
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(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Anne Arundel County Land and Will Records. Anne Arundel County
Courthouse and Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland.

Archives of Maryland, XXXVIII, "Act for Keeping Good Rules and
Orders," 1696.

Historic Annapolis Foundation, Vertical Property Files.

Papenfuse, Edward and Jane McWilliams. "Southern Urban Society
After the Revolution: Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final

Report for NEH Grant #H69-0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation,
1969.

Record Group 29, "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1880,
1900, 1910, and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

"Rebuilt Historic Inn Christened," The Capital, March 28, 1984.

Warren, Marion E. and Mame Warren, The Train’s Done Been and Gone,
Annapolis, MD: M.E. Warren, 1976.

Wright, Russell for Paul M. Pearson. "A Report Outlining Findings
Regarding the Existing Interior Features of 23 State Circle, 1
School Street, and 5 School Street." May 26, 1983. Archived at
Historic Annapolis Foundation.

Maps and Drawings

Magnus, Charles. Bird’s Eye View of the City of Annapolis, 1864,
Reproduced 1967.

Sachse, Edward. Birxd’'s Eyve View of the City of Annapolis, circa
1858. Maryland Hall of Records, MdHR G 1219-349.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1903, 1908, 1913,
1921, 1930, and 1954 updated.
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Acreage of Property _Less than one acre

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The property designated as 1 School Street is located on Parcel
1088 as shown on Grid 16, Map 4Z in the City of Annapolis.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The building has been historically associated with this property
since its construction in circa 1870.

name/title _L. Trieschmann & K. Williams, Architectural Historians

organization _EHT Traceries, Inc. date _May 31, 1999
street & number _5420 Western Avenue telephone _301/656-5283
city or town _Chevy Chase state _MD =zip code _20815

name _Historic Inns of Annapolis, Limited Partnership
street & number _3609-C Chain Bridge Road telephone
city or town _Fairfax state _VA zip code _22030




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. AA-647

Section 7 Page _1 1 School Street
name of property
Annapolis, Marvland
county and state

The two-story, side-passage wood frame building at 1 School Street
was built circa 1870 in the Italianate style. Sandwiched between
the addition to the four-story Robert Johnson Hotel at 23 State
Circle and a small, one-story wood frame infill structure at 3
School Street, the former law office is located right at the crook
in the road where School Street joins State Circle. The building
is set upon a raised masonry foundation, parged with a stucco
finish and has German siding over the wood frame structure. The
three bay wide building is covered with a low gable roof, clad with
standing seam metal. Now serving as part of the Robert Johnson
Hotel, the building is characterized by its bracketed wood cornice
and Italianate-style window and door moldings.

Exterioxr

The north elevation, facing School Street and looking obliquely
towards the State House, is clad with German siding and divided
into three symmetrical bays. The first story consists of a side
entry door and two segmentally arched 2/2 windows, while the second
story features three segmentally arched 2/2 windows. The entry is
reached by a set of modern wood steps with a contemporary iron

rail. The door has two raised panels, 1is surmounted by a
segmental-arched transom light, and surrounded by molded casings
that culminate with a half-arch above the transom light. The
windows, all of which are original, have wood trim with segmental-
arched cornices and raised, diamond-shaped corner blocks. The
cornice features pairs of brackets at either end and single
brackets dividing the central bay. Four modillions are located
between the brackets, and together support the overhanging boxed
cornice. The raised basement, with a contemporary fire door, is

located beneath the side-passage entry, down a set of granite steps
surrounded by an iron railing.

Historically freestanding, the structure abuts the four-story brick
addition erected circa 1921 on the west elevation of 23 State
Circle. The west elevation of 1 School Street is partially visible
above the circa 1930 wood frame structure at 3 School Street. The
elevation, devoid of window openings, is clad in weatherboard with
a single diamond-shaped vent in the gable end.

The interior of the building, which has been much altered to serve
as part of the Robert Johnson Hotel, was not accessible for survey.
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The property at 1 School Street dates from circa 1870, replacing a
late 18th century brick dwelling. The modest wood frame structure
with itg Italianate style detailing was specifically constructed as
office space. In 1949, the commercial building was renovated for
use as apartments. In 1983, together with the buildings at 23
State Circle and 5 School Street, the two-story wood frame building
became the Robert Johnson House. The building is one of four
historic properties maintained by Historic Inns of Annapolis.

Site Historvy

The land on which 1 School Street stands was historically
associated with Lot 73, as seen on the Stoddert Map of 1718. The
large triangular plot of land was owned in the early 1720s by
Margaret and John Steele, who conveyed it to Robert Johnson in
1722. Johnson constructed a dwelling on the property, which was
enlarged in 1745 by George Johnson. Throughout the 18th century,
the property was devised and conveyed several times amongst the
Johnson family. The 1798 Federal Direct Tax indicates that the
property contained a wood frame house on Church Street (Main
Street), assegsed at $400.00, and a brick house on School Street,
assessed at $800.OO.1

By 1808, the lot was conveyed by order of the Chancery Court to
Charles Wallace, a prominent merxrchant and builder of the State
House. The deed of sale states that the Church Street dwelling was
leased by Richard Harwood, while the brick dwelling on School
Street was occupied by John Johnson.? Within a matter of days, the
property fronting on Church Street was conveyed to Elizabeth
Thompson for $133.00. Just three years later, Thompson purchased
the remained of the lot from John Johnson, who had relocated to
Prince George’s County.

Following the death of Elizabeth Thompson in 1823, the entire
parcel, containing the frame dwelling on Church Street and the
brick dwelling on School Street, was bequeathed to her son, Henry
Thompson. The elder Thompson’s will specifically stated "my house
on and fronting Stadt house hill where Rousby Bower lives."
Ultimately subdivided from the Church Street tract, the property
fronting School Street was eventually owned by William and Jane Ann

'Federal Direct Tax, folder 10 and 11.

2Chancery Court Accounts, Liber 47 Folio 320
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Thompson, who purchased the site from Henry Thompson for $350 in
1848. The deed of conveyance records that Ilawyer, Frank H.
Stockett, maintained his offices in a building at 1 School Street
during this period.

Building History

William H. Thompson, born in 1818, was a graduate of St. Johns
College (1838) who worked as a professor at the college and the
U.S. Naval Academy Preparatory School. The real property
assesgsments document that the dwelling at 1 School Street was one
of four dwellings on School Street in 1860. William Thompson, who
also maintained a dwelling on Church Street, was assessed in 1860
for two dwellings, jointly wvalued at $1,700. The documentation
does not however indicate whether the 18th century brick building

was extant at this time, or had been replaced by the present wood
frame structure.

In 1872, the Thompsons sold the dwelling at 1 School Street to
James Howison for $1,000. Alexander Randall was appointed trustee
to sell the property upon the death of Howison in 1877. It was
purchased by Julia Lockwood, the wife of John Alexander Lockwood,
who held a $4,000 mortgage on the property. The courts order that
the estate of Howison convey title to Lockwood in 1877 for $1,930.
Born in Newcastle, Delaware, Julia McLane Lockwood 1leased the
property at 1 School Street as law offices. During the building’s
tenure in the Lockwood family, it continued to function as office
space. Julia Lockwood’s 1880 will referred to the building as
Howison’s Office, and noted the rent was $350 vyearly. The
building’s wood frame construction by the latter part of the 15th
century is substantiated by the 1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.

In September 1920, the building at 1 School Street, along with 5
School Street (AA-648), was purchased by Maud Bellis Morrow from
the Lockwood heirs. Morrow and her sister, Eva Bellis Sternhagen,
had obtained ownership of adjacent property on State Circle in 1896
from their father, William Bellis. Originally a single-family
dwelling, the brick building at 23 State Circle (AA-690) was
renovated at the turn of the 20th century to serve as a boarding
house, commonly known as Morrow Apartments. The wood frame
buildings at 1 School Street and 5 School Street continued to be
leased by Morrow as office space.

Following the 1948 death of Maud Morrow, the family continued to
own and maintain the rental property on School Street and State
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Circle. By 1949, both 1 and 5 School Street had been renovated to
serve as apartments, collectively known as Morrow Apartments. The
imposing wood frame 5 School Street now provided a basement
apartment and four individual apartments on the upper two stories.
The modest store at 3 School Street was leased to R. L. Sears,
public stenographer. The wood frame building at 1 School Street
was subdivided to provide two apartments, one on each of the two
floors.

In 1978, the Morrow heirs conveyed 23 State Circle, 1 School
Street, and 3-5 School Street to E. Jefferson Crum and Knut
Aarsand. Three years later, the properties were conveyed jointly
to the Chesapeake Land Title Company, which two years later sold
them to Historic Inns of Annapolis, Limited Partnership. The
transfer in ownership resulted in a transfer of use, with the
Morrow Apartments being renovated to serve as the Robert Johnson
House. The hotel complex includes thirty guest rooms under the
direction of Historic Inns of Annapolis. Historic Inns of
Annapolis was the project of developer Paul Pearson, who
successfully renovated and restored a number of the city’s most
significant buildings, including Reynold’s Tavern on Church Circle,
the Governor Calvert Inn on State Circle, and the Maryland Inn on
Main Street. Johannes-Greco of Annapolis served as the building
contractor for the renovation of the Robert Johnson Inn, with
Cochran, Stephenson and Donkervoet of Baltimore as architects.?
With the end of investment tax credits for adaptive use, Historic
Inns of Annapolis was renamed in 1996 as Annapolis MD Hotels,
Limited Partnership.

3 "Rebuilt historic inn christened," The Capital, March

28, 1984.




e

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. AA-647

1 School Street
name of property
Annapolis, Maryland
county and state

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Western Shore

Chronological/Devélopment Period (s):
Agricultural-Industrial Transition (1815-1870)
Industrial /Urban Dominance Period (1870-1930)
Modern Period (1930-present)

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s):

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and
Community Planning

RESOURCE TYPE (S)

Category: Building

Historic Environment: Urban

Historic Function (sg): COMMERCE /TRADE/Professional (Law Office)
DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling
DOMESTIC/Hotel

Known Design Source: Unknown
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Chain of Title for 1 School Street:

1722:

1745:

1751:

1758:

1773:

1801:

1808:

September 5, 1808:

Margaret Mercier and husband, John
Steele, to Robert Johnson

Provincial Court Deeds,

Liber B Folio 94

Cornelius Brooksby II conveyed an
addition 10 feet to George Johnson, son
of Robert Johnson

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber RB 2 Folio 167

Sewell and Mary Long with George Johnson,
clear title to George Johnson

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber RB 3 Folio 403

George Johnson died, bequeathing property
to wife, Mary, and daughter, Rebecca, and
sons, Robert and John.

Inventory Liber 67 Folio 528

Robert Johnson died, bequeathing his
interest in property to wife, Ann, and
sons, George, John, and Robert

Will Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber 39 Folio 241

George Johnson’s 1/3 interest in
property inherited from father, Robert
Johnson, to be sold

Chancery Court Accounts 47 Folio 320

Robert Denny, appointed to sell to
Charles Wallace

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber NH 14 Folio 485

Robert Denny, Trustee for George Johnson,
to Charles Wallace

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber NH 14 Folio 486
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September 5, 1808:

January 1, 1848:

May 8, 1872:

November 20, 1877:

May 10, 1906:

May 18, 1906:

June 19, 1916:

September 3, 1920:

September 22, 1978:

Inventory No. AA-647
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name of property
Annapolis, Marvyland
county and state

Charles Wallace to Elizabeth Thompson
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber NH 14 Folio 487

Henry and Mary Thompson to William
Thompson

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber JHN 3 Folio 25

William and Jane Ann Thompson to James
Howison

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SH 6 Folio 567

Alexander Randall, Trustee for the estate
of James R. Howison, to Julia Lockwood
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SH 12 Folio 71

Heirs of Julia Lockwood to J. Wirt
Randall, Trustee

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber GW 49 Folio 201

J. Wirt Randall, Trustee to heirs of
Julia Lockwood, to Ross Reed Lockwood
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber GW 49 Folio 203

Ross Reed Lockwood to Edith L. Sturdy and
Mary L. Booth

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber GW 128 Folio 200

Edith L. Sturdy and Mary L. Booth to Maud
Morrow ‘

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber WNW 22 Folio 487

Heirs of Maud Morrow to E. Jefferson Crum
and Knut Aarsand

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber 3132 Folio 722
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October 8, 1981: E. Jefferson Crum and Knut J. Aarsand to
Chesapeake Land Title Company
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber 3446 Folio 204

April 14, 1983: Chesapeake Land Title Company, Trustee,
to Historic Inns
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber 3576 Folio 151




MAP OF ANNAPOLIS, No.4-6 '
Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation
1967; Revised 1991
Scale 1' = 200’
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SURVEY NUMBER:
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST AA é‘/__i,iﬁv"_‘ﬂ:_!-
21 STATE CIRCLE

—._SHAW HOUSE
ANNAPOLIS,

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET N |
Individual Structure Survey Form =~ - HUHW) rUo o om0 S (D L

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:

MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES:
Zone/Easting/Northing

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

I P -

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN: Annapolis Thompson y
LOCATION: 1 School Street | PRESENT USE: Apartments |
ORIGINAL USE: SF Res
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: k
COMMON NAME: :
Morrow Apartment Annex __|| BUILDER/CONTRACTOR : i
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32 Par 615
OWNER: E. Jefferson Crum & K. Aarsand PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: ‘
ADDRESS: 280 Rugby Court Excellent ( ) Good ()
Arnold, MD 21012 Fair() Poor: ( )
ACCESSIBILITY 10 PUBLIC: THEME : '
Yes (X No () Restricted ( ) STYLE: Victorian Italianate on Vernacular

Local (

1.
2.

5.

6.
7.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: O DATE BUILT:
National ( )

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys(y )Sheds( )Ells{ )
Wings ( )Other: Stoop

Roof Style: Gable(X)Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( ]NlthBellcast( )JWith Parapet( )With False Front( )

State ( c.1820, altered c.1872

Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( )

Wall Structure

A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(X)

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )

C. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:

Wall Coverinﬁ: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty(X)Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )

Bonding Pattern: Other:

Roof Structure :

A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )

B. Other:

Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal(y )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:

Engineering Structure:

Other:

Other:
Number of Stories: 2
Number of Bays: 3 Entrance Location: Right
Approximate Dimensions: 22 X 30
THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat(X)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other:
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ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Excellent deep bracketed cornice with elliptical sawn frieze panels de”
the three bays; excellent elliptical molded window capped with ancons and lu,
sills; excellent patterned cap at entrance, with semi-circular motif above

the molded elliptical cap, entrance is transom lit; wood stoop has later
wrought iron railings. ‘

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Excellent example of Italianate frame townhouse, with excellent trim,
important to streetscape as facade line turns from State Circle with corres-
pcnding change in scale. -

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROQUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up( )Densely-Built Up(
Residential( )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

RECORDED BY:

Russell Wright
ORGANIZATION:

Historic Annapolis, Inc

DATE RECORDED: /4 ; 3 /?f Z

N

ing
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHOTOGPAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

I-.,__,J .

. sTaTe Annapolis, Maryland
COUNTY
TOWN VICINITY

sTREETNO. |, 3 School Street

ORIGINAL OWNER
ORIGINAL USE residential, 3 - office
PRESENT OWNER

presenT use residential, 3 - office
WALL CONSTRUCTION asphalt siding

NO. OF sToRIES 2, 3 - one storey

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
INVENTORY s

2. NAME

DATE oR PERIOD ¢, 1800s - 70s
sty Viectorian

ARCHITECT

BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

- rian detail - bracketed cornice
sash (windows 2/2) and a rather

located where street and circle

Ne. 3, a stock brokers o'F'FicAis
attached to residence and still

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

I - a residential two storey 19th C.

r " "me;ug_.;!.‘
¢ :

.f

[

b

OPEN TO PUBLIC RO-

house with very fine Victo-
with modillions, marvelous window
special door - see photos. A

good example of its type, this house is even more special being

meet, thus side isn’t perpendicu-

lar to street, forming an "interesting visual arrangement - the
stuff that makes Annapolis visually exciting and non-boring.

good example of period office
used.

lmmm i A

7. PHOTOGRAPH

5. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

< NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OUF RECORDER

William D. Morgan
Columbia University
New York City

DATE OF RECORD June 29,

1967
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