CAPSULE SUMMARY
Pythias Castle (AA-649)
7-13 School Street
Annapolis, Maryland

The two-story building at 7-13 School Street was constructed in
1895 by the Friendship Lodge #8, Knights of Pythias as their
primary meeting hall. The Fraternal Order of Knights of Pythias
and its international non-sectarian members are dedicated to the
cause of universal peace. The distinguishing principles of the
Order -- Friendship, Charity and Benevolence -- are seen on the
exterior of the Annapolis lodge within a large medallion marked
with the letters: F C B. The brick building was used by a number
of society groups, with commercial office space on the first floor.
Tﬁe Knights of Pythias owned and occupied Pythias Castle for

seventy-seven years, selling it in 1969.

Despite a change in use, the building retains much of the applied
architectural ornamentation that reflected its use as a society
hall. The large buff brick building at 7-13 School Street sets
itself apart from the older buildings on School Street and in
Annapolis for its use of large, arched openings and implied

columns, designed in an Italian Renaissance Revival style.
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historic name _Pythian Castle
common/other name )

street & number _7-13 School Street not for publication
city or town Annapolis vicinity __ state Marvland code _MD
county _Anne Arundel code _003 zip code _21401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)

district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
gsites
structures
objects

1 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?

Yes _X Name of Listing _Annapolis Historic District
No
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Annapolis, Maryland

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: SOCIAL Sub: Meeting Hall
COMMERCE /TRADE Professional (Office)

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: COMMERCE/TRADE Sub: Professional (Office)

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Ttalian Renaissance Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _Brick
roof Asphalt Shingles
walls _Brick
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1
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Inventory No.AA-649

7-13 School Street Page 3
Annapolis, Maryland

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more

boxes for the

criteria qualifying the property £for National

Register listing)

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property 1s associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual disgtinction.

Property has vyielded, or 1is 1likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance _1895-1969

Significant Dates _1895
1969

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation Undefined

Architect/Builder _Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1
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(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Anne Arundel County Land and Will Recorxrds. Anne Arundel County
Courthouse and Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland.

Archives of Marvland, XXXVIII, "Act for Keeping Good Ruleg and
Orders," 1696.

Information gleaned from the internet home page of the Knights of
Pythias (http://www.pythias.org/pythstry.html).

Papenfuse, Edward and Jane McWilliams. "Southern Urban Society
After the Revolution: Annapolis, Maryland, 1782-1786." Final
Report for NEH Grant #H69-0-178, Historic Annapolis Foundation,
1969.

Recoxrd Group 29, "Records of the Bureau of the Census." 1880,
1900, 1910, and 1920 Census; Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

Warren, Marion E. and Mame Warren, The Train’s Done Been and Gone,
Annapolis, MD: M.E. Warren, 1976.

Maps and Drawings

Magnug, Charles. Bird’s Eve View of the City of Annapolis, 1864,
Reproduced 1967.

Sachse, Edward. Bird’s Eve View of the City of Annapolis, circa
1858. Maryland Hall of Records, MdHR G 1219-349.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1903, 1908, 1913,
1921, 1930, and 1954 updated.
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Acreage of Property _Less than one acre

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The property designated as 7-13 School Street is located on Parcel
1114 as shown on Grid 16, Map 4Z in the City of Annapolis.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The building has been historically associated with this property
since its construction in 1895.

name/title _L. Trieschmann & K. Williams, Architectural Historiansg

organization _EHT Traceries, Inc. date _May 23, 1999
street & number _5420 Western Avenue telephone _301/656-5283
city or town _Chevy Chase state _MD_zip code _20815

name _Maryland D.C. Laborxr Building Inc.
street & number _7 School Street telephone
city or town _Annapolis state _MD zip code _21401
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Section 7 Page _1 Pythian Castle
name of property
Annapolis, Maryland
county and state

The large buff colored brick building at 7-13 School Street was
built in 1895 as a combination office building and social hall. It
distinguishes itself from the other late 19th century buildings in
Annapolis with its Dbold display of arched openings that
characterize the Italian Renaissance Revival style.

The building is a two-story brick structure covered with a gable
roof. The north elevation, facing School Street is clad with a
buff face brick, laid in all-stretcher bond. The side walls,
constructed of red brick, are laid in a six-course American bond.
The facade is divided into three principal bays, defined by large
arched openings on both the first and second stories. The three,
large openings on the first story are set into brick panels that
are separated from each other by brick pilasters. Each of the
three arched openings is filled with a single door and window, with
a half-round transom filling in the arch. The doors originally
opened into individual offices. A fourth opening on this first
story, located in the east end bay, has a side-passage entry
leading to the stair hall and second floor of the structure. This
opening has a double wood and glass door and a large transom, with
a molded limestone architrave.

Above the first story openings, separated from the second story,
are the brick stringcourse and freizeboard. This frieze is
currently embellished with the name of the organization occupying
the building: AFLCIO. The second story windows rise above this
frieze, separated from it by a stone stringcourse. The three
second-story arches are fully rounded, with openings holding a
tripartite arrangement of windows set Dbeneath an oversized
fanlight. The wood window mulliong and stiles have incised
detailing, and the sun of the fanlight is painted with gold-gilt
letters, reading from left to right, F C B. Between each arch, in
the spandrel, are stone or terra cotta rondels. These roundels are
decorated with Byzantine crosses, symbolic of the social order
which met in this second-story space.

The east end bay of the second story, above the first story stair
entry, 1s a large marble crest with a knight in armor. On the
armor is carved, in relief, the letters F C B. Above the second
story arches is a wide frieze and cornice. The frieze is made of
brick, several rows of which are rusticated to give it a three-part
effect. The cornice has dentils and supports a copper gutter.

The east end wall is brick, laid in six-course American bond. It
has no openings in its exposed surface.
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Section 8 Page _1 Pythian Castle
name of property
Annapolig, Maryland
county and state

The two-story building at 7-13 School Street was constructed in
1895 by the Friendship Lodge #8, Knights of Pythias as their
primary meeting hall. The Fraternal Order of Knights of Pythias
and its international non-sectarian members were dedicated to the
cause of universal peace. The distinguishing principles of the
Order -- Friendship, Charity and Benevolence -- are seen on the
exterior of the Annapolis lodge at 7-13 School Street within a
large medallion marked with the lettexs: F C B. The brick
building was used by a number of society groups, with commercial
office space on the first floor. The Knights of Pythias owned and
occupied Pythias Castle for seventy-seven years, selling it in
1969. Despite a change in use, the building retains its original
form and much of the applied architectural ornamentation that
reflected its use as a society hall.

Site History

The property on which 7-13 School Street stands is a portion of Lot
73, which was owned in the 1720s by Margaret Steele. The
triangular lot included 7-23 School Street and 220-238 Main Street.
Following the subdivision of the lot in the mid-18th century, the
northernmost portion of property fronting Church Circle at the
corners of Main and School Streets was first leased, then owned, by
the saddler and farmer, Nathan Waters. The 1765 deed of conveyance
from then-owner William Paca to Waters records the existence of
several dwelling houses. Immediately upon purchasing the northern
portion of Lot 73, Waters began to subdivide it into smaller
parcels. By 1774, the parcel later denoted as 7-13 School Street
was conveyed to Water’s granddaughter, Elizabeth McClellan Chisholm
for 174 pounds sterling. The sale included 35-1/2 feet fronting
School Street, with dwellings then occupied by Denis Dulaney.

Upon the death of Chisholm, the School Street property was devised
to her grandson, John Wilmot, Jr. (13 School Street) and daughter
Anne C. Wilmot (7-9 School Street). Despite the division in
ownership between the heirs of Chisgholm, the property remained in
the family throughout the 19th century. In 1831, Ann Wilmot was
charged with a single lot with improvements valued at $600. In the
1849 assessments, the same lot was assessed at $450. By 1860, the
property, now owned and occupied by Emily Wilmot, contained one of
four dwellings fronting School Street. Historic maps indicate a
building, presumably the one-and-a-half-story Wilmot house at 13-15
School Street, was extant in the late 1870s.
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Section 8 Page _2 Pythian Castle
name of property
Annapolis, Maryland
county and state

Building History

In 1887, the property was conveyed in two separate deeds to
Elizabeth Feldmeyer by Cornelia Millburn and Anne Brewer, both
descendants of Emily Wilmot. The sale of 7-13 School Street in
1887 ended the 118 year ownership of descendants of Nathan Waters.
Elizabeth Feldmeyer, together with husband Charles G. Feldmeyer,
retained ownership for five years. It was sold in 1892 to the
Friendship Lodge #8, Knights of Pythias of the City of Annapolis
for $800.

The tax assessments document that the brick dwelling previously
occupied by the Wilmot family was razed in 1893, replaced by a two-
story brick building in 1895. The new structure was erected by the
Knights of Pythias as their primary meeting hall. It was valued at
$4000 in 1895. Founded in Washington, D.C. by Justus H. Rathbone,
the Order of Knights of Pythias was chartered under an act of
Congress in 1864. The Fraternal Order of Knights of Pythias and
its international non-sectarian members were dedicated to the cause
of ‘universal peace. The distinguishing principles of the Order --
Friendship, Charity and Benevolence -- are seen on the exterior of
the Annapolis lodge at 7-13 School Street within a large medallion
marked with the letters: F C B.!

The Friendship Lodge #8 had their society hall on the second floor
of the building at 7-13 School Street, while the first floor was

leased as office gspace. The 1924 city directory shows that
typically insurance agents and real estate agents leased the
commercial office space. The upper stories of the meeting hall

were utilized by the Independent Order of Mechanics, State Capital
Lodge #22, by the Order of the Maccabees, Women’s Benefit
Asgsociation, and by the Knights of Pythias. In fact, the building
was referred to as the Pythian Castle in the city directory.

Relocating to Edgewater, Maryland, the Knights of Pythias sold the
building at 7-13 School Street to the Annapolis Banking and Trust
Company in 1969. The city directory for the years between 1969 and
1975 indicate the building was wvacant until purchased by Zane
Roberts in August 1975. It was sold one year later to Nicholas N.
Krittries. Renovated on the interior for use as offices, Pythian

' Information gleaned from the internet home page of the

Knights of Pythias (http://www.pythias.org/pythstry.html) .
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Section 8 Page _3 - Pythian Castle
name of property
Annapolis, Marvyland
county and state

Castle was sold in 1978 to School Street Investment Company. In
1985, 7-13 School Street was sold to present owners, Maryland/D.C.
Labor Building Inc., which maintaing their offices in the building.
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Pythian Castle

name of property
Annapolis, Maryland
county and state

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Western Shore
Chronological/Development Period (s):

Industrial /Urban Dominance (1870-1930)
Modern Period (1930-present)

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s):

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and
Community Planning

RESOURCE TYPE (S)

Category: Building
Historic Environment: Urban
Historic Function (s): SOCIAL/Meeting Hall

COMMERCE /TRADE/Professional (Office)

Known Design Source: Unknown
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Pythian Castle

name of property
Annapolis, Marvyland
county and state

Chain of Title for 7-13 School Street:

1723: Margaret Steele to William Pontnoy
Sections of Lot 73
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber B Foclio 107

1726: William Pontnoy to Dr. Charleg Carroll
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SY 1 Folio 260

1728: Dr. Charles Carroll to John Samuel
Minskie
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber RD 1 Folio 112

1733: John Samuel Minskie to Amos Woodward and
Richard Bennett
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber RD 2 Folio 34

1751: Richard Bennett devised one-half interest
to Margaret Chew, daughter of his cousin,
Henrietta Dulany
Will Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber 34 Folic 330

1760: Nicholas Minskie conveys lease to Nathan
Waters
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber BB 2 Folio 371

1765: William Paca, husband of Mary Chew, to
Nathan Waters
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber BB 3 Folio 313

1774 : Nathan Waters to granddaughter, Elizabeth
McClellan Chisholm and Archibald Chisholm
Provincial Court Deeds,
Liber DD 5 Folio 728
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7-9 School Street

April 7, 1852:

December 2, 1887:

13 School Street

April 26, 1852:

August 12, 1880:

November 29, 1887:

7-13 School Street

May 25, 1892:

Novembexr 14, 1969:

Inventory No. AA-649

Pythian Castle

name of property
Annapolis, Maryland
county and state

Elizabeth Chisholm devised to daughter
Anne C. Wilmot

Will Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber JG 2 Folio 111

Margaret Getty, daughter of Anne Wilmot,
to Emily Wilmot

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SH 22 Folio 371

Cornelia A. Millburn, granddaughter of
Anne Wilmot, to Elizabeth Feldmeyer
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SH 31 Folio 555

John Wilmot to Emily Wilmot
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SH 22 Folio 370

Emily Wilmot devised to Anne M. Brewer
Will Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber JWB 1 Folio 151

Anne M. Brewer to Elizabeth Feldmeyer
Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SH 31 Folio 336

Charles G. and Elizabeth Feldmeyer to
Friendship Lodge #8, Knights of Pythias
of the City of Annapolis

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber SH 41 Folio 219

Friendship Lodge #8, Knights of Pythias
of the City of Annapolis to Annapolis
Banking and Trust Company

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber 2317 Folio 357
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August 21, 1975:

September 24, 1976:

August 7, 1978:

January 28, 1985:

Inventory No. AA-649

Pythian Castle

name of property
Annapolis, Maryland
county and state

Annapolis Banking and Trust Company to
Zane Roberts

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber WGL 2785 Folio 658

Zane Roberts to Nicholas N. Krittries, as
Trustee and individually

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber WGL 2893 Folio 3

Nicholas N. Krittries, as Trustee and
individually, to School 8t. Investment
Company

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber WGL 3110 Folio 821

School Street Investment Company to
Maryland/D.C. Labor Building Inc.

Land Records of Anne Arundel County,
Liber 3844 Folio 631
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST SURVEY NUMBER: 4,4 éqy

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:
_SHAW HOUSE
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES:

_Individual Structure Survey Form

Zone/Easting/Northi
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET g/Northing

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

A B

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN: Annapolis Knights of Pythias Hall g
LOCATION: 9-13 School Street | PRESENT USE: OfTice h
ORIGINAL USE: Office/Hall :
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER:
COMMON NAME:
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: ;
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Comp _ Map 32 Par 649 '
OWNER:  School St. Investments Co. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: :
ADDRESS: 744 Equitable Bldg. Excellent ( ) Good K )

Baltimore, MD 21202 Fair () Poor: ( )
ACCESSIBILITY 10 PUBLIC: THEME : ,
Yes (X) No () Restricted ( ) |{STYLE: Victorjan Commercial
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT:

Local () State (7) National ( ) (::) 1891-1897

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
1. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( )

C. Iron( ) D. sSteel( ) E. Other:

Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer(X )Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )
Bonding Pattern: Pressed yellow brick Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:

Built Up(X)Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:

Wings ( )Other: :
Roof Style: Gable( )Hip( )Shed( )Flat( XY)Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick(X)Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( )

Appendages: Porches( )Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells( )

Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Alteration ( )Other:

Other:
Number of Stories: 2=3
Number of Bays: 4 Entrance Location: at each bay
Approximate Dimensions:__ 40 x 30
THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat(X)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:




ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: Aﬁ\_&&%c\v

Brick corbeled cornice, string course at second floor; facade divided into
four bays with large round arched tripartite windows with full fans at second
floor, second through fourth bays, the first bay enriched by a carved cartouche;
spandrels at round headed windows decorated with carved patera; first floor

has transom lit entrance at first bay with limestone architrave trim, the

three bays to the right with elliptical arched openings divided by vertical
mullions above a molded transom bar, the lower part consisting of a 1/1

window with paneled spandrel, and a glass paneled door.

RELATED STRUCTURES:

(Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Tmportant example of late 19thC Commercial Style, rare in Annapolis.
Important to this eclectic streetscape. N

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle)

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up( )Densely-Built Up
Residential( )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

RECORDED BY: o
Russell Wright

ORGANIZATION: -
: Historic Annapolis, Inc

DATE RECORDED: Agg /983 —
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02064169
Form 10445 |l.5TATE  Annapolis, Haryland HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY -
(5/62) COUNTY INVENTORY
TOWN VICINITY )
sTReeTnD, 9=11-13 School Street 2 NAME

paTe or PERIOD 1890 - 1910

styee Late Victorian conmercial
ARCHITECT

BUILDER

ORIGINAL OWNER
oriciNaL USE of fices ~ meeting hall 7
PRESENT OWNER

PRESENT USE offices ~ meeting hall
waLL consTRucTioN yellow brick 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES two

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC Ves

This yellow brick building shares height and cornice with Hays
*Building (No.15) and serves as visual break between State and
Church Circle. |Ist floor has law office, 2nd floor Knight of
Pythias hall- @ has 3 bays = 2nd floor reminiscent of Chiswick
Garden front (see Post Office - Church Circle), 3 arches - see
photo, which are echoed in 3 less eleaborate arches on Ist floor.
These bays are offset by doorway on left (to upstairs) - above it
is an FCB crest - trophy. The yellow brick is a facade- red brick
on side of building. Modillioned cornice, tiny dentil-1like modil-
lions on windows =~ various molded brick protrusions showcare in
detailing, etc.

)

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE good

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PHOTDGPAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

Omen gsony oy

e

@ &. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges) - NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
r INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOCS, ETC.

William D. Morgan
Columbia University
New York City

oATE OF Recoro " June 29, 1967













