
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Freetown 
AND/OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Freetown Road (First left after the corner of Mountain Road and 

Balto.-Annapolis Blvd., off M01mtain Raad) 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATE COUNTY 

. Maryl apd Anne Arundel 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

_BUILDING($) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCi 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE , zip code 
_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COUfHHOUSE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

l:tREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

.'·-,,__DA_T_E----------------------------------------

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The original Spencer farmhouse no longer stands, Freetown 

has a number of modest and not so modest one and two story dwellings. 

It is not a prosperous community, but borders on a new subdiviEiion. 

The Freetown Element~~y School is of fairly recent origin and appears 

to be the only institution in the community. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_16Q0-1699 

_1700-1799 

*-1 800-1 899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHECJLCJGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AG RICU LTU RE 

_ARCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

James Spe!lcer ~ a "free black'\ acquired 35~ acres from Charles R. Stewart 
on November 20, 1851. This land was part of a tract originally called i;Nelson's 
Chance" but Spencer always referred to it as "Home Farm" (See Chancery SH 17 Fo. 424 
in the land records of Anne Arundel County). After the Civil War this area 
became known as 11Freetown", as recently freed blacks began to live on and around 
the Spencer property. James Spencer died in 1884, his will was probated in Anne 
Arundel County and his goods were divided among his widow and nine (9) children 
(See Wills JWB 1 Fo. 43 in the Registry of Anne Arundel County). This land has 

,J;te~n split up into 1 acre and smaller building lots. Addison Spencer, a direct 
,cendent of James Spencer, was still selling small pieces of "Home Farm" to blacks, 

Ln 1954, This site is an excellent example of the black communities that sprang 
up after the Civil War in Maryland. It should be given proper designation on 
historic surveys. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONT::(NUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET If NECESSAlW 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

•'f !1\ -

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Jam@~ w, Cl ark June 15, 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Commjssjon on Afro~Am.erican and Indian History and Culture 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

20 Dean Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

267-5955 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 


