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. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the early 19th century, free blacks in Annapolis who lived throughout
the town began to establish small businesses in the downtown area. Information
about the lives of most of the tradespeople seems practicaly non-existent except
for land records, church records, probate and/or chancery court cases, Occasionally,
there will be newspaper advertisements as in the case of:

Stephen and Lucy Rummels who lived on Cornhill Street between present day
57 and 61, Rummels was a boot and shoemgker who also had his business in the same
location., An advertisement in the 'Maryland Gazette" dated, March 12, 1801 reads:

o,
PN

STEPHEN RUMMELS,

Boot and Shoemaker
Cornhill Street, Annapolis, in the house
where Dr. Shaaf formerly lived
Returns his sincere thanks to the public at
large, and his customers in particular,....

*No. 61 Cornhill Street now stands on this location. The building belonging to
Stephen and Lucy Rummels burned in the 1830's. The present structure was presumedly
built by James Iglehart, of Annapolis,

- ca. 1832-35
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July 12, 1770

July 6, 1773

August 16, 1776

June 10, 1819

1826

Stephen Rummels Site

57-61 Cornhill Street

Charles Wallace to Reuben Merriweather

Lot 19 IB2:201
Md, Hall of REcords

Reuben Merriweather to Sara Potts

Lot 19 IB4:93
" Md. Hall of Records

Charles Wallace to Alex MacDonald

Lot 18 B:302
Md. Hall of Reords

Sara Potts acquired the lease on this lot thusly:
Wallace had taken back the lease from MacDonald
in 1771 (See B344) then after several assignments
Sara Potts Obtained it.
Aug, 21, 1771-MacDonald to Wallace 1IB4:99
July 5, 1773-Wallace to Merriweather 1B4:100
July 6, 1773-Merriweather -to Potts 1IB4:101

Md. Hall of Records
(By 1773 - Sara Potts held both Lot 18 - 19)

Nicolas Brewer, Trustee of the Wallace estate to
Stephen Rummels

Lot 19 (61)
Lower part of Lot 18
To Stephen and Lucy Rummels and William and Harriet Coulder#

See: WSG 16:63
and Chancery 6342
Md. Hall of Records

*Sara Potts was only a leasee, so this land was legally sold
by the trustees of Charles Wallace.

Stephen Rummels paid no purchase or ground rent since 1819.
The court orders Rummels to appear in person. He fails to
appear. The court orders the property sold.

(N. Brewer vs Stephen Rummels)
Chancery 6342
57~61 Cornhill Street
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September 29, 1827

March 23, 1831
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Nicholas Brewer, Jr. Trustee to James Iglehart
Lot 18

WSG 12:650
Md. Hall of Records

Lucy Rummels, widow to James Iglehart®
Lot 19

WSG 16:64
Md. Hall of Recerds

No. 61 Cornhill Street now stands on this location.
The building belonging to Stephen and Lucy Rummels
burned in the 1830's. The present structure was
presumedly built by James Iglehart, of Annapolis.
ca. 1832-35




