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St . Matthew's · . M. Church 
Shady Side Rd . 
Shady Side,MD 20867 

1879 

St . Matthew's U. M. Church stands 20 1 from the 
northside of Shady Side Rd .~ 1/8 mile from the Avalon Shores 
Volunteer Fire Dept . The original building was destroyed and 
the present Church was erected in 1898 . This Church was veneered 
with brick in the 1950's . A wing was added on the southside of 
of the Church (near the entrance) to house the Sunday School . 
This addition has impaired the beauty of the building. 

This is the latter of two Methodist Churches founded 
by James Thompson. (The other is Franklin U .M. Church in Churchton 
founded in 1873. ) Thompson was a freedman before the end of the 
Civil War . St . Matthew ' s U.M. Church was originally called Great 
Swamp M. E . Church . Shady Side and Deale are often designated on 
old maps of Anne Arundel county as "The Great Swamp" . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Matthew's U.M. Church stands 20' from the 

North side of Shady Side Rd.) 1/8 mile from the Avalon 
Shores Volunteer Fire Dept. The original building was 

1879 

destroyed and the Church was reconstructed· in 1898. Unfortunately, 

that structure was veneered with bricks in the 19.SO'sJ and 

a wing was added on the south side of the Church to house 

the Sunday School. St. Matthew's faces South so the addition 

has im12a.iried. the beauty of the building. 

St. Mathew's (before the brick facing) was a white 

weatherboard Church. Late Victorian in appearance. The front 

of the building measures 26 1 and the main body of the Church 

is 38 1 • The 12' lancet windows that graced the weatherboard 

structure have been replaced by · eenvtn!l.tional 4- over .. 1 square 

windows (three on each sid~. The short spire above the entrance 

is open. It retains the lattice and round opening of the 

Victorian period ( I have attached a color slide of this 

belfry). 
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This is the second Methodist Church that 

was founded in southern Anne Arundel County by James Thompson 

(the other is Franklin U.M. Church in Churchton). Thompson 
was a freedman before the conclusion of the Civil War. 

The land that St. Matthew's U.H. Church is located on was 
purchased by Thompson from the Weems family and was once 

part of Thompson's farm. 

St. Matthew's was originally called 

Great Swamp M.E. Church. Shady Side and Deale are often 

designated on old maps of Anne Arundel county as "The 

Great Swamp!!. The name or the Church was changed in the 

present century. St. Matthew's is not as old a congregation 

as Franklin Memorial U.M. Church but they are only three years 

apart. It stands as a memorial to James Thompson who founded 

both churches. Thompson is supposedly buried in the cemetary 
on the northeast side of the Church, but> if he is) the grave 
is unmarked. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. · 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· I 108 



,. 

a 

Cheston 
Pt 

DEALE QUADRANGLE 
MARYLAND 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 

Saod 
Pt 

9·10000 FEE.I 

~cK1nley 
{Pt 

~-.. ··.·:, 
., • ·. :• ' Be\·erlev 

"< ' ' .. • • .' Rl•a1.:h 

Dutchman 
Pt 

0 

"' (J\ ... 
• .. ...... 

' 

Oltght 

---=7"' "' Neiman Pt 

76. 30' 
38"52'30" l 

•lQJ 

.. -~ --· r:::J Snug Harbor 

. ·i: 
. ·f 
- ~ -· 

/. 
;., 

·~ 

,. 
. . \,,. - · . -

-.. 
··~· 

• '!... • - .. , 
.... Horseshoe 

Pt 
~ 

A~-133 

, ... 

I . • 
·~ 



• 



St. Matthew' s United Methodist Church AA-~ 
Shady Side, Anne ARUNDEL Cmmty, MD 733 
Michael Hosford 

Maryland Historical Trust' Annapolis' MD 
So~est elevation 
1/79 


