
Anne A.rundel-739 
John Wesley U.M.Church (Furnace Branch) 
1350 Ritchie Hwy. 
Glen Burnie,MD 21061 

Access:Public 
1869, 1884, 1966 

The present John w·esley U.M. Church stands 56 1 from 

the west side of Ritchie Hwy. (Rt.2). It was built in 

1966. John Wesley U.M.Church(Furnace Branch) is the 

oldest black Methodist congregation in northern Anne 

Arundel County. There is some conYision as to the original 

location of the church. There.was a church on this site 

in the 1880 1 s. Many well known black ministers have served 

this congregation,including the R8 v. N.M. Carroll. When 

the new Church was erected> the old burial ground was 

disturbed) and now many gravestones are niled in a heap 

on the northside of the church. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The present John Wesley U.M. Church stands 56' 

from the west side of Ritchie Hwy.> where it makes its 

,)unction with Furnace Branch Rd. The brick structure 

was built in 1966. The old church (circa 1 SSL+.) was demolished 

when the new church was built and actually stood on the 

ground now the parking lot. Pictures are included. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

1869 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

John Wesley U.M. Church(Furnace Branch) is 

the oldest black Methodist ,congregation in northern Anne Arundel 

County. The church was founded just four years after the con-

clusion of the Civil War. There is some confusion as to the 

original location of the first church} but a Church stood on 

3 site in the 1880 1 s. Many well known black Methodist ministers 

served this congregation including the Rev. N.M. Carroll. When 

the new church was erected) the old burial ground was disturbed 

and now many g:eavestones are piled in a heap on the northside 

of the church. The church houses a nuJnber of govermental programs 

and still has an active congregation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
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James W. Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor 

oRGAN1zAT10N iviaryland Commission on Afro-American Hist8~1J 
& Culture 

STREET& NUMBER20 Dean St. TELEPHONE 

2692893 
CITY OR TOWN Annapolis 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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