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CAPSULE SUMMARY 

AA-748 
Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 

The Taylor farm near the border between Gambrills and Crofton 
includes 68+ acres of land, three houses and outbuildings 
associated with tobacco and poultry farming and machinery repair. 
The main house, probably built in the late 1910s, is a two and 
one-half story, four bay, American Foursquare frame dwelling. 
Its stylistic features are the boxy volume of the original house, 
front porch, low pyramidal roof and broad eaves. The integrity 
of the structure has been diminished by the thorough application 
of aluminum siding, obscuring the original siding and trim 
materials, the absence of a porch railing, the extension of the 
house of two, one-story additions, and the removal of an entry 
hall wall. Its setting on the east side of Rt. 3 near Waugh 
Chapel Road has been compromised by the loss of the original 
entry drive and the sale and the subsequent development of part 
of the farm for a fire station and church. The ring of large 
trees around the main house and the farm outbuildings behind 
offer some feeling of association with the farm's history, but 
the alteration of the structure, stripping of the farm's top 
soil, encroachment of area development, and the recent years of 
the farm's disuse have compromised the property's integrity. 
Compounding these problems are the conditions of many of the 
buildings which have deteriorated with malfunctioning plumbing, 
holes in the roofs, and structural failures. 
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7. Description 
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APPENDIX F (continued) 

FRAMEWORK FOR IDENTIFYING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

\ 
I 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Western Shore . 

Chronological/Developmental Period (s): Industrial/Urban Dominance 
A.D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 

Resource Type: 

category (see Section 3 of survey form): Buildings 

(Specifically Private Ownership, occupied, private r~sidence ) 

Historic Environment (urban, suburban, village, or rural): 
Rural in process of developing into suburban 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 
Farmhouse 

Known Design Source (write none if unknown): 
None 
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DESCRIPTION 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 
Section 7. 1 

The Taylor land is surrounded by highways, large shopping plazas, 
businesses, and scattered farms. (Ballweber, p. 30) The property 
is located due south the U.S. Naval Academy Dairy Farm in the 
southern portion of Gambrills, north of Crofton and southwest of 
Millersville. Specifically it is southeast of the intersection 
of Waugh Chapel Road and Route 3 (Robert Crain Highway). Bounded 
by highway on the northwest side, the setting of the 68+ acre 
property is rolling uplands, cleared for agriculture. Exiting 
the highway east of Waugh Chapel Road onto the beginning of 
Reidel Road, one passes a modern fire station and a church, 
parcels carved out by the family of what was once the Taylor 
farm. Then using a right-of way across the church property, one 
approaches the Taylor house via a dirt driveway. 

The Taylor House (Building 1) is set among irregularly placed 
ring of large trees. It is a 28' square, two and one-half story 
American Foursquare frame house, probably built in the late 
1910s. Its representative stylistic features are the boxy volume 
of the original house, front porch, low pyramidal roof and broad 
eaves. The integrity of the structure, however, has been 
compromised by the thorough application of aluminum siding, 
obscuring original siding and trim materials, the absence of a 
porch railing, and the extension of the house of two, one-story 
additions. 

The front facade, facing west, is four bays wide, while the south 
and east facades are two bays. The north facade has an irregular 
fenestration pattern in which the three windows on each floor are 
spread over a four-bay width. At unknown dates, the house was 
clad in aluminum siding and two, one-story, shed-roof extensions 
were added to the rear of the house. The later one at the 
northeast corner was added approximately 15 years ago. 

The roof is highlighted by a hipped dormer with two windows 
facing west and tall, corbeled, brick chimneys in the middle of 
the north and south sides, serving the dining room fireplace and 
basement furnace respectively. The wide soffit of the roof has 
been covered in aluminum, as has the half-hipped, screened, entry 
porch spanning the front facade. Only the original tongue-and
groove decking is visible, as even the remaining features of 
porch piers, skirt, and front door entablature are sheathed in 
aluminum. Screen has replaced the original handrails around the 
porch. The paneled wood entry door with its nine square panes of 
glass is now shielded by an aluminum storm/screen door and 
flanked by inoperable shutters. 

The large, one-over-one, wood windows around the original house 
are offset by two smaller windows on the south side, located at 
the base of the main stair and over the kitchen sink. All are 
flanked with applied shutters, except where several of these have 
fallen off. The windows of the earlier addition at the southeast 
corner are in pairs while the latest addition has one wide, 
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and Millersville 
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double-hung window. Both additions have wood and glass doors. 
The earlier addition off the kitchen was a back porch that was 
later enclosed for a bathroom and laundry/mud room. There is a 
large trap door in the floor of this area that provides access to 
the basement staircase. Original shingles can bee seen above the 
doorway from the mud room into the kitchen. 

The main entry opens directly into the living room which now 
spans the full width of the house. Seams on the front wall and 
ceiling may indicate the removal of a wall separating a stair 
hall from the living room. The dining room is behind the living 
room and the kitchen is behind the staircase opposite the dining 
room, a plan typical of this style. The kitchen closet which 
separates the entrance from the kitchen may have been an 
alteration, closing off a doorway to make storage space. The 
second floor offers four bedrooms of similar size and a small 
bathroom. Some of the bedroom closets appear to have been added. 

One of the touted benefits of the American Foursquare style is 
that all the interior space is well-utilized. (Schweitzer and 
Davis, p. 161) This feature is apparent as one ascends the main 
staircase and the corner of one of the upper bedrooms cantilevers 
into what might have been a volumetric open space. The designers 
of this house captured that usable space in a bedroom instead of 
"wasting" it on grandeur. 

This house is distinguished by the fact that it has two 
staircases, an unusual feature for an American Foursquare home. 
The main staircase has simple square newels at its start and 
landing turn, closed stringers, and turned balusters. The rear 
stair begins its ascent from the kitchen with winder steps, 
followed by a narrow, enclosed, straight run up to the second 
floor hall. There is another set of steps above this leading to 
the attic. Each of the rear flights of steps is closed at the 
bottom with a doorway. 

The painted interior casing in most of the house is simple with 
rounded edges and bulls eye corner blocks. The trim is even more 
plain in the second floor hall where the casing is approximately 
I x 4 inches without any molding details. The second floor doors 
have five horizontal panels. In the dining room, there is a 
painted brick corner fireplace, but no wood mantel. A mass
produced corner cupboard with Colonial Revival detailing was 
installed in the dining room at an unknown date (maybe 1940s). 

There are several frame barns and outbuildings on the property, 
none of which appear to predate the Taylor house. Not shown on 
earlier maps, a cluster appear on the 1947 U.S. Geological Survey 
Quadrangle map, although the small scale makes it difficult to 
determine exactly which structures are indicated. Located close 
to the house under a large tree is the gambrel roof, double 
garage (Building 2) with its concrete block foundation, small, 
square window openings and horizontal wood siding with peeling 
white paint. 
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Moving southeast is a one-and-a-half story, gable-roof barn 
(Building 3 -- probably dating from the 1920s) with previously 
red-washed or painted vertical wood siding, rotting on the north 
and east sides. This barn houses horse stalls with hay stored 
above and rests on poured concrete footings, filled between with 
gray concrete blocks. The northern corner of the barn is in 
particularly poor condition and damaged rafters are visible 
through a hole in the roof several feet in diameter. 

A large, two-story plus asymmetrical gable roof, wood sided, 
post-and-beam barn (Building 6 · -- probably dating from 1920s) 
sits between two dirt drives leading southwest to the top 
soil/mulch operation. On the interior this building is five bays 
long and three bays deep. There are vehicular openings in the 
front and rear of the second and fourth bays. Its perimeter 
rests on a poured concrete foundation, but the interior supports 
rest on large stones (rocks). This barn appears to have been 
altered, e.g. in the middle, some of the "shin-crackers," 
horizontal structure at ground level, have been cut out. Smaller 
saplings were stripped of their branches and mortised into the 
structural framework to provided support for drying tobacco 
sticks. The roof has a combination of standing seam and 
corrugated metal roofing. 

The tallest of the barns (Building 7 -- probably dating from the 
mid to late 1930s) is farthest from the house with previously 
red-washed or painted vertical siding and a steeper 12/12 pitch 
gable roof. The western end of this tobacco barn has standing 
seam metal and the eastern end has corrugated metal roofing. 
(According to Dr. McKee, it is possible that the replacement 
corrugated metal was installed after the 1954 hurricane that 
damaged many of the area's barn roofs.) This tobacco barn's 
milled lumber framing is divided into 30 four foot wide bays 
along the length of the building. There are large openings at 
either end for vehicular access through the center bay of the 
structure. It rests atop concrete piers and has a concrete block 
room (office?) at the western end. Part of the framing structure 
has failed at this end. 

To the south of the garage along a dirt drive is a gambrel roof 
two-story, clapboard barn (Building 4). It appears to be post
and-beam construction with a hay loft above. Attached to it are 
sheds (Building 5) for working on vehicles and machinery repair. 
A temporary construction trailer used in the top-soil dirt 
operation sits across the drive and southwest of Building 6. 

Several mid 20th century poultry houses were constructed when the 
Taylors took up turkey production in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Remains of three of these open-sided structures can be seen in 
collapsed piles. No visible evidence remains of a fourth poultry 
shed along side the two structures parallel to Building 7 nor the 
small buildings shown on Attachment B between the poultry houses 
and the eastern tobacco barn. Furthermore, their specific 
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functions are not known, although Dr. McKee remembers an 
incubator for the turkey eggs on the property. 

There is also a one-and-a-half story tenant farmer house 
(Building 8) situated to the east of the Taylor house and 
outbuildings. This white concrete building has a small center 
chimney with a standing seam gable roof. Off the west side of 
the house is a one-story, low shed roof extension. The 
southeastern front side of the house has been enclosed with a 
screened porch. A garage, also with standing seam roof, is 
located adjacent to the east corner of the house. By looking at 
the U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangle maps for 1947 and 1957, the 
date of construction of this house can be placed between those 
years. This timing would make the construction consistent with 
the Taylor's change in farming, as they may have hired live-in 
help for the poultry business. 

In the western corner of the property is a red, shingled bungalow 
and four outbuildings, a tobacco barn, an oblong wooden utility 
structure, and a utility building/garage. Not shown on the 1920 
U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangle map, the first three appear on 
the 1947 version of the map. This complex has been cited by 
Lauren Bowlin of the MD Trust as ineligible for the National 
Register in a letter to Linda S. Morrison of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers dated September 27, 1993. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

ARCHITECTURE: 
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The architecture of the Taylor house is characteristic of typical 
mid-Atlantic middle class housing of the 1910-1929 period. 
(Schweitzer and Davis, p.120) The American foursquare style was 
popular in rural, suburban and urban regions, that popularity 
facilitated by the mass production and marketing of the kit 
houses and the wide distribution available by railroad. These 
houses could be purchased for $1000-2000, plus shipping, 
foundation, and labor for erection. 

Although this house embodies distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, and method of construction, so do almost all mass 
produced dwellings. This house was conceived, designed, and 
preliminarily fabricated by people who may not even have known 
where Anne Arundel County, Maryland was. It is likely the 
property owners picked the design out of a catalog. The house 
certainly does not represent the work of a master nor possess 
high artistic value. 

By National Register definition of specimen eligibility, this 
house does not appear to be an "important" example of building 
practices of its particular time period, merely typical as the 
construction methods of mail-order kit houses were standardized 
through mass production. There is no evidence that this 
structure had any impact on the architectural evolution of the 
community. 

The American Foursquare style was not so locally popular, 
however, that it shaped the historic identity of the area, 
primarily because the community's growth stagnated for decades in 
the early 20th century when its economy faltered. There are 
other examples of American Foursquare houses in Anne Arundel 
County, including three nearby, just about two miles north of 
this site on Rt. 3, one of which retains its original shingle 
siding. This particular house, owned by the Taylors, while 
possessing characteristics of the American Foursquare style, has 
lost some of its integrity with its encapsulation with aluminum 
siding, the absence of its porch hand rail, the enclosure of the 
back porch into a mud room, the addition of the one-story 
extension, and the removal of the living room wall that once 
created an entry hall. 
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According to Land Records, in 1885 the property was conveyed by 
"Sarah E. A ... ger (Armeger?) and her husband" (no name given) to 
Melissa E. Stevens. At that time the land extended west to the 
center line of the railroad and toward Forks Bridge over the 
Patuxent River. When it changed hands again in 1891, 95 acres 
were sold by a trustee for $10/acre to Edward 0. Wigley. During 
the same month, the parcel was transferred to Henry Wigley for $5 
and then back again immediately for $5 to Edward 0. and Margaret 
Wigley as tenants in common. Both of these deeds refer to the 
property as being "part of a parcel of land called Hammond's 
Green Spring Connection." In 1911, 51 of the 95 acres were 
transferred by Edward O. and Margaret F. Wigley to John Z. 
Baldwin and his wife Anne J. In 1919 the Baldwins sold 51.37 
acres to Presley S. Taylor for "$5 and other valuable 
considerations." On 'the same day, Mr. Taylor, listed as an 
unmarried man, took out a mortgage for $5500 from the Owings Bank 
of Eastern Shore Trust Company for three years, using 41 acres as 
collateral. This mortgage was released in 1930, eleven years 
later. 

On the one hand, through oral history, Presley S. Taylor III, 
grandson of the property's purchaser, indicated the main house 
had been constructed before his grandfather purchased the land in 
1919. On the other hand, the 1920 U.S. Geological Survey Map of 
Anne Arundel County shows no structures on the property. 
Therefore the date of construction has not been determined, 
although it was probably built in the very late 1910s while the 
land was owned by the Baldwins. 

The property remained in the Taylor family until Presley S. 
Taylor, Jr., son of the property's purchaser and guardian for 
Marguerite Turner Taylor, sold it to developers in 1986 for 
$1,400,000. Two parcels had already been sold by the Taylor 
family at the north end for a church and a fire station. 
The Taylors' ownership spanned the local area's transition from 
an agricultural region to a suburb. The property was owned by 
the Taylor family for over six decades and as such, these 
residents lend their name to the house. 

FAMILY HISTORY: 

In examining the Taylor family for possible importance, one finds 
little outstanding information. According to county marriage 
records, Presley S. Taylor married Marguerite M. Turner on July 
25, 1923. Taylor was 36 years old at the time and resided in 
Gambrills, MD north of the property and Turner was 29 years old 
and resided in Millersville just northeast of the property. The 
Turner name was fairly cow.man in the area just to the north of 
the Taylor property, as seen on atlas records, so Marguerite may 
have been a relative of one of Taylor's neighbors, as verified 
through oral history by her grandson, Presley S. Taylor III, and 
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a neighboring farmer, Howard Pumphrey. Presley S. Taylor III 
said his grandmother brought approximately 40 acres just 
southeast of his grandfather's land to the marriage, basically 
doubling their land holdings. The 1920 census does not list 
Taylor, but the microfilm shows a fuzzy entry for Marguerite (or 
Margaret ?) M. (?) Turner, daughter of Frances (?) E. Smith, 
residing on N. Carrollton Ave. in Baltimore, giving her age as 23 
years old. This reference may or may not be to Mrs. Taylor. 

FARM HISTORY: 

The Taylors farmed the land primarily for tobacco, a use typical 
of the region, and Presley S. Taylor III said his father also 
raised turkeys in the 1950s and 1960s, seeking greater income. 
Thus the reason for the poultry structures located behind the 
barns to the south of the house. The turkey business was locally 
uncommon, but not unique for Anne Arundel County, according to 
Jim Wist of Cooperative Agricultural Services, who said there 
were several poultry producers, the last going out of business 
several years ago. 

The Taylors also rented out their lands for tenant farming of 
grains. Obie Brenneman remembers The Naval Academy Dairy farming 
parts of the Taylor land and the Turner land to the south along 
Rt. 3 in the 1960s, planting corn, soybeans, and barley for dairy 
cattle feed. 

There was a top soil operation on the property in the 1980s and 
now a mulch business. According to Jim Wist, an area soils 
conservationist, parts of the farm were dished out and the 
drainage impeded, creating sections of wetlands that have lost 
value as farmland because now they could only be farmed in dry 
years. He also indicated that the removal of top soil would have 
limited subsequent farming types. If put back in production, he 
suggested its use might be pasture for horses or cash rent crops 
like soybeans and corn. 

The property still illustrates its history in that both tobacco 
barns and vestiges of poultry structures remain, but they are no 
longer utilized and many have fallen into disrepair. The history 
of farm is locally typical, but not outstanding. Neighbors 
followed similar patterns, often switching to truck farming if 
their lands were smaller or grains if their farms were larger. 
The history of the Taylor farm itself is of limited importance, 
significant primarily to its residents and the local area 
economy. The association of the land with the Taylor family 
ceased in 1986 and its use as farmland diminished prior to that 
date when the family began renting out the land instead of 
farming it themselves, dwindling to the point of stripping the 
topsoil. 
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The economic situation in rural Anne Arundel county changed 
dramatically with the Civil War. What was once a primarily 
slave-owning tobacco farm area suffered severe economic decline 
when the farmers had to pay for labor. The end of slavery 
destroyed as much as one-third of many farmers' capital. An 
example of the economic downturn of the Crofton area just to the 
southwest of the Taylor property is the recorded public land sale 
in 1877 of Richard Anderson's 195 acres for an $8000 mortgage 
foreclosure. (Browne, p. 100) Mr. Anderson's property is a close 
neighbor to the southwest of the Taylor house, as seen in the 
1860 Martenet Atlas and the 1876 Hopkins Atlas. This trend 
continued, until by 1920 only one of the original land holding 
families from the first century of settlement remained in the 
Crofton area. (Browne, p. 102) 

Although the region had had a tobacco economy since the 1660s, 
Crofton became an area of relative poverty as it changed to 
primarily truck farming in the late 19th century. (Browne, pp. 
102 and 105) Tobacco and vegetable production required hand 
labor, an increasingly expensive facet of farming in the 20th 
century. Some of the nearby farmers switched to grain production 
where larger acreage could be tilled mechanically. 

By the 1920s, change began to occur again as the county tried to 
consolidate its rural schools and two major highways were 
constructed nearby. In 1924 the county began busing white 
Crofton children to a new school in Millersville, just northeast 
of the Taylor property. (Browne, p. 115) Construction began on 
the Defense Highway (MD Rt. 450, US Rt. 50) and the Crain Highway 
(Rt. 3) making Crofton an important automobile hub, strategically 
located between Washington, Annapolis, and Baltimore. 
Suburbanization and the undermining of the agricultural economy 
had begun with the construction of these roads and land 
subdivision, a process fully realized by 1950. (Browne, p. 134) 

The Taylor property seems to have followed the typical trends of 
use and subdivision in the area. The current developers 
purchased a 68+ acre tract and plan to install a connector road 
and to subdivide the land for suburban housing, a pattern 
characteristic of much of Crofton's development. Along Rt 3, 
most of the land not used for residential development has been 
used for commercial purposes, such as construction storage, 
gravel and sand lots. 
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In addressing the historic context of the Taylor property, one 
looks at both the pattern of development and local farming 
between 1920-1994. The highways cutting through northern Anne 
Arundel County farmland in the 1920s served the nearby cities and 
accelerated the suburbanization of the area. These 
transportation corridors are well developed, with few 
agricultural uses left immediately adjacent to the highways, 
according to David Martin. 

The Crofton area to the south has been extensively developed for 
suburban housing, a trend this property is currently destined to 
follow, but the immediate Gambrills area to the north and east 
still has land used for farms comparable to the Taylor farm. 
According to David Martin, there were still approximately 700-800 
acres of tobacco grown in Anne Arundel County last year, much of 
it south of Rt. 50. This acreage is divided among many farms, as 
the labor-intensive nature of tobacco limits a typical farmer's 
tobacco crop to 4-5 acres. Although the amount of tobacco grown 
has dropped and the associated barns have been lost or are used 
for other purposes, there are still examples in the area. 

INTEGRITY: 

When the Taylors sold off the northern corner of their land, the 
subdivision detracted from the integrity of the farm in two ways: 
by imposing two modern public-use buildings with parking lots and 
flat lawns on what was once farm land and by removing direct 
access from the public road to the Taylor farmhouse. Instead of 
the traditional farm lane running perpendicular from the main 
road to the house, now one must turn onto a side street (Waugh 
Chapel Road, soon to be Reidel Road), leave the pavement on a 
sometimes flooded dirt drive across the church land right-of-way 
in order to approach the house. The loss of integrity of the 
approach to the farmhouse and its aluminum clad architecture 
might make it difficult for a layperson to readily interpret the 
site's history from its appearance. 

There .are other farms, such as those along St. Stephens Church 
Road, the Churchview Farm operated by the Baldwin family a little 
to the north, and the William Depkin farm down Rt. 424 in 
Davidsonville, which are intact, family-operated farms, and more 
readily portray the essence of northern Anne Arundel County 
farming. 

This particular property, although typical of the region, appears 
to lack outstanding significance. It is neither a sole example 
of its architectural or farm type, nor for many years has it been 
in use as an owner-occupied farm. It has lost its direct 
entrance from Rt 3, and has had portions of its top soil 
stripped, compromising its integrity as an intact farm. 
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Its loss of integrity of setting and exterior architecture 
sufficiently detracts from its character to make it ineligible 
for individual listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Other nearby farmsteads embody comparable traits typical 
of the region in the 1920-1990 without loss of integrity. 



AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 
Section 9.1 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

1920 U.S. Census Records, Maryland State Archives, Annapolis. 

Ballweber, Hettie L., ACS Consultants. Phase I Archeological 
Survey of the Crofton Farms Subdivision and Phase II 
Archeological Testing of Site 18AN935, Anne Arundel County, 
Maryland, Columbia, Maryland, July 1993. 

Browne, Joseph L. From Sotweed to Suburbia: A History of the 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---=~~~~-

Crofton, Maryland Area 1660-1960. Gateway Press Inc., 
Baltimore, 1985. 

County Marriage Records, Maryland State Archives, Annapolis. 

Gowans, Alan. The Comfortable House: North American Suburban 
Architecture 1890-1930. The MIT Press, Cambridge, MA 1986. 

Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of 
Philadelphia, 1878. 

Anne Arundel County, Maryland, 

Land Records, Anne Arundel County Courthouse, Church Circle, 
Annapolis. 

Maryland Geological Survey in Cooperation with U.S. Geological 
Survey, Map of Anne Arundel County Showing Topography and 
Election Districts, 1924. 

Maryland Inventory of Historic Sites, AA-748, Maryland Trust, 
Crownsville, March 1980. 

Maryland Tax Assessment Office Records. 

Martenet, Simon J. Martenet's Map of Ann Arundel County, 
Maryland. I 860. 

Schweitzer, Robert, and Davis, Michael W.R. America's Favorite 
Homes: Mail Order Catalogues as a Guide to Popular Early 
20th Century Houses. Wayne State University, Detroit, 1990. 

Stevenson, Katherine Cole and Jandl, H. Ward. 
Guide to Sears, Roebuck and Company. 
Historic Preservation, Washington, D.C., 

Houses by Mail: A 
National Trust for 
1986. 

Telephone Interview with Obie Brenneman, March 2, 1994. Long
term farmer at the Naval Academy Dairy Farm, now retired. 

Telephone Interview with David Martin, February 28, 1994. Anne 
Arundel Cooperative Extension Services starting 1988, now 
with Balta. Co. CES. 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES (Cont'd) 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 
Section 9 .2 

Telephone Interview with Dr. Claude McKee, March 4, 1994. Used 
to be agricultural extension agent and visited Taylor family 
during its turkey producing time. Now a tobacco specialist 
at University of Maryland. 

Telephone Interview with Howard Pumphrey, February 22, 1994. 
Local farmer familiar with agricultural techniques and local 
housing stock. 

Telephone Interview with Presley S. Taylor, III, January 3, 1994. 

Telephone Interview with Jim Wist, February 28, 1994. Soils 
Conservationist familiar with area farms. 

U.S. Geological Survey Map of Anne Arundel County, 1920. 

U.S. Geological Survey map, Odenton Quadrangle, 1957. 

U.S. Geological Survey map, Relay Quadrangle, 1907. 

U.S. Geological Survey map, Relay Quadrangle, 1947. 

Ware, Donna M. Anne Arundel's Legacy: The Historical Property of 
Anne Arundel County. Anne Arundel County Office .of Planning 
and Zoning, 1990. 



i 
L 

i,j; 
l~! 

a 

---1 
I 

l...l'J1Nq ~00""\ 

PotUH-' 

.R 

) 

lip 

Cl 

r~,- ~ ft...00~ 

) 

~-------~'--------_.., 

~~ 6Ei» &clotl\ 

i (~jl.f 

-v , 

::t> •. ::> 

2»D 
_'.j . 
-C 

µ,"'T'. '5. '-ISA .::f'1-)SC,N \'\'! 3 Fl..Oo-e.. c.::>O 



('f') 

LU 
i t-I 
1 

:'.:) 
1 

0 \ 
~ 

a 
z 

oo 
<t" 

o[? --1 

>-
oc 
~ 

~ 



- I ' -- ' 

566/ I /\IW 

SCALE I .14 000 
u 

'. l 

OAVIDSO/\IV/LcE 6 !5 \I/. 

·1· .. • ... ~ \. \ :-1~\' ••.• ·.~' .. ·.·,i. i '-

MIL[ 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Garnbrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 

l 356 



/1Jks ot /hti11t thuND€t... C.o ~"f D 
i'uh) 

.JL ,, 
AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 

'r"#·":.~,..t 
;..i, ..... 

.r: • .._ .... # ••• ,,, •• ,,."t..~'\.G •.J>~· .• • ...,._, ........ 

"'" l "Nr.1 lfnplmM 

.~~/ · 
J~G.Jfillin :1 

R e3! / t60<v. 
l 

u"'" fer<11111ar1J i 
lklrlo1t01nvU, .ft-lf,J- J1o • 

,,. Ko.10 

., 
i~ 
1: 
1! 

'~~ . 
• ll../J.Jl"i.>od1mrd 

:/IJfJa • 

• JIPll/'). Cf).~· 
"' /'Ill .. . 

• .J. 1'Jlotlql'S 
• r 0.1 tL, • /1 ~ ..... 

·.1n.~. C<uflt' 
l.'11.". 

firs 

/(f':J. 

·":;i; • Jos Ford, 
182,, : • 

BS.Sit • l.rmg 

!/ 

·, //111 . 

IJ.•111- 7i'"!I" 
/J,jt) ft • 

.folm ;Vr,, 
:!-!Out, /,' 

/,13 fitrl Ir 



, .. pher 
1n ch.arg .. or sec11on 
"'~:•:•"end W, Carvel Hell . 

~Coast and Geod1911c Su,.,,,ey. 

,_, 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County , MD 

'1 

~ 
~ 
I" 

~· 

'..\! 
' C:r:....-.. :L0" ..... ~~~·~.r:;<v Q c4S''i 

35• 

:i a .. Alil"" ~~-=ma::~l::::.-=....:~u:,_ ______ ..,. __ ... ~~-==========--------------===========;::= 
I I 

~JllCX!r:'·:c·-..... -ICll ........ c: 

""''"" t4 ,,.,.,,,, .... , •• , , •• ,..,.,, 

1qo7 et:.u y 
~vr.() 



192.0 u. 5.G: s. 
M Prl' c F A Ntvl!.. A~ NDE l - co. 

s,.i,.,..v ING tvPOGe.APH'I AND 
~\tCTU'Z E. S 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 



~cal Survey 

usscs 
l 
otoiuaohs 19' 7 

~~ ... 
z 

~ 
APPl!OXIMAT( M(AN 
O[CLINATION. 1947 

I "' 

lOCO 0 
E?i F A 1±±3 

lOCO uoco lllOCO 
EEH E3 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET 
DATUM IS "[AN S(A LEVEL 

D[l'TM CURVES ANO SO\INOIN4lS IN rctT-OAT\I" IS MEAN I.OW WATER 
SMO•tUtilC l,.,,_H •f"'fS(t'ffl ntf ,t."*O'fttOf( UNI 0' W{AH ._.,GH #'1tl 

fMl A'f'(llt~ ltt.ltG( Gr f10C ti A'PltONIM~Jf\.Y I fJOC)f 

THIS "AP COMl'U(S V.1111 NATIONAL MAP ACCUl!ACY STANOAROS 

'OR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. WASHINGTON 25, O. C. 
A !°01.D[I! OCS4:1'!11HO TOl'QOllAl'MIC .lo'Al'S ANO $YM90\.S IS AVAii.AiU OH IUQUDl 

• I 

1 IOCIO 210CO ""' 
FF3 E+3 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 

''"'' rou• ao 

F:OAO ~IFlCA 

HeiYrdu1y-- • l.AHlrtUAHC 

Medium-du1y - • LANt:r• 1.AHC 

0 U.S. Raotl ( 

™- - h•llo
MoJ. Curtis Boy, °' 7.a-...-..• 



\ 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
Gambrills, Crofton 
and Millersville ' 
Arundel County, MD 

301 



SCALE 1 .'-l 000 
u 

• I I - , I ·- .- I MIL( 
--..,.-- --.._3 

AA-748 -- Taylor House 
near Gambrills, Crofton, 

and Millersville 
Anne Arundel County, MD 

157 



AA-748 
Taylor House 

See MHT Vertical File for additional 11/1993 photographs. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Ganter House 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East side of Md. Rte. 3, South of Waugh Chapel Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Millersville 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

OWNERSHIP 

-VLJBLIC 

_t'PRIVATE 

-BOTH 

x__ VICINITY OF 

)iTATUS 

l{"occUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

CATEGORY 

_!}(STRICT 

YsUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_QBJECT 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

-JES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

~TREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY.TOWN 

lflREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

COUNTY 
Anne Arundel 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

-MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

~RIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRAN SPORT A TION 

_OTHER: 

STATE , Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-jXCELLENT 

}[GOOD 

_fAlfl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-y-NALTERED 

Y'ALTERED 

C,.ECK ONE 

..loRIG!NAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This square two and one ... half story Colonial Revival style frame 
house is four bays wide and faces west. It is clad in aluminum siding, 
with asphalt shingles covering the roof. 

A half-hipped screened porch spans the principal (west) facade, 
sheltering the entrance which is located next to the southernmost 
bay; the remaining three bays are occupied by large 1/1 sash windows. 
Four 1/1 sash are arrayed across the second story. The pyramidal 
roof has a hipped dormer on its west slope, and a tall corbeled 
brick chimney on the south. 

A one-story shed addition extends to the rear. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

-)800-1899 

3t1soo-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

--AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This house is a typical vernacular expression of the Colonial 
Revival style, with its nearly-cubical form and pyramidal roof~ 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET If NECESSAAY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

l?eter E. Kurtze, MHT/SHA. HJstoric Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

21 State Circle - Shaw House 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis, 

DATE 

March 1980 
TELEPHONE 

269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplemento 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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