
AA-797 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
U.S. COAST GUARD YARD 
CURTIS BAY 
Public (Restricted) 

1942 

Building No. 1, the Administration Building, is a concrete 
and steel structure veneered with brick, erected in 1942 at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Yard at Curtis Bay under the WPA program to update the 
Yard prior to World War II. The designation of a new building for 
administrative purposes indicates effects on the Yard of national 
trends toward centralization of administrative functions in military 
and industrial facilities. Building No. 1 is a large-scale Colonial 
Revival-styled building, built on a U-shaped plan with long wings 
extending northward from a central block. The choice of this style 
and its subdued manner of execution reflects the conservative and 
traditional tastes of the government sponsor. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A group of five administrative and personnel support buildings were 
built on the Yard between 1935-1942 as part of a modernization effort prior 
to World War II. Four of the buildings are steel and concrete constructions 
with brick veneer executed in traditional styles favored during those years 
for government buildings. The fifth and earliest of the group is a small 
frame cottage used as officers' residence until its conversion to educational 
uses. These buildings are: 

Yard Building No. Survey No. 

70 AA- 795 
72 AA- 796 
1 AA- 797 

33 AA- 798 
14 AA- 799 
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Building No. 1, the Administration Building, possesses significance as 
one of four steel, concrete and brick buildings in the Yard built between 1937-1942 
to house administrative and personnel support functions. No. 1 consolidated 
major administrative functions which by the 1940's had outgrown the original 
two-story frame administration building near the water front. The construction 
of new Building No. 1 in 1942 reflects the intensive nature of the moderni-
zation program undertaken by the Yard prior to and during the early years 
of World War II and a national trend toward centralization and rationali-
zation of administrative functions, in government and industry. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
AA-117 

See attached continuation sheet 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See attached continuation sheet 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE SUsanne lt>ore, Historic Sites Surveyor 

ORGANIZATION Maryland Historical Trust DATE 

August 1981 
STREET & NUMBER 21 State Circle/Shaw House TELEPHONE 

269-2488 
CITY OR TOWN Armapolis, Maryland 21401 SUTE 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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AA-797 

No. 7 DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Constructed in 1942, Building No. 1, the Administration 
Building, is a three story gable roofed steel frame concrete struc
ture with brick veneer executed in connnon bond. The structure is 
"U" shaped in plan, with a square central section approximately 
SO feet wide by 40 feet deep, flanked by long wings at both its 
east and west ends, measuring approximately 30 x 60 feet, The 
entire building is devoted to office uses. 

The front (north) facade is composed of the north facades 
of the center block and of the east and west wings. The facades 
of the flanking wings are identical. They are four bays wide, 
with 6/6 sash windows in each bay at each level, trimmed with cement 
sills. The recessed central section is six bays wide with identical 
windows in each bay at each of first and second floor levels as 
they appear on the wings. At first floor level, a wide doorway 
occupies the two center bays. Lanterns attached to the front wall 
flank each side of the doorway. A transom with 4-diamond shaped 
panes surmounts the entrance door. A painted wooden cornice 
crosses the top of the facade below the roof line. At third floor 
level, three dormer windows, each with 1/1 sash trimmed in wood, 
rise from the asphalt shingled roof, 

The east facade of the east wing is 8 bays long with 6/6 sash 
windows with cement sills in each bay at each floor except the 
farthest south bay at first floor. Here, a door punctuates the 
facade. The door itself has a 6 light window in its upper half, 
A 3-light transom surmounts the entranceway. A brief flight of 
concrete steps with iron railings leads to the ground, A painted 
wooden cornice decorates the top of the facade. At third floor 
level, two dormers rise from the center of the roof, trimmed as 
on the front facade. The west facade is identical to the east 
facade. 

The south facade of Building No. 1 is comprised of the south 
ends of the east and west wings and of the center block. The fa
cades of the wings are each four bays wide with 6/6 sash windows 
with cement sills in each bay at each floor. They are identical 
except that the west wing contains an entrance in the second bay 
from the east end, with the same type doorway as noted on the east 
facade entrance. The slightly recessed center block is 6 bays 
wide with windows at both first and second floors as noted on the 
other facades. The two center bays contain a wide double door 
entry with 4-light transom, surmounted by a 1/2 pyramidal sheet 
metal roof overhang, Brick side walls project four feet from the 
wall plane, forming a vestibule. A brief flight of cement steps 
with iron rails leads to the ground, At third floor level, three 
dormers are located in the center bays, trimmed as on other 
facades of the building. 
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U.S. Coast Guard Yard AA- 77'~ 
Curtis Bay - Building No . 1 

Anne Arundel County , Md 
Susanne Moore 
July 1981 
Maryland Historical Trust , ANnapolis ,Md 
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