
Anne Arunde 1 - 802 
?reedmen's Bureau Schaol(Mill Swamp) (Site) 
:

1:i 11 Swanm Rd. 
West River,MD 20881 1865 

South of the South River 3ridge, in southern Anne Arundel 

County, is ~ill Swamp Rd. connecting Rt.2 with Muddy Creek 

Road. Almost at the lowest point in this road, the Freedmen's 

Bureau established the first colored school in the County 

in 1865. This school was supported by federal funds and closed 

in 1570 when President Andrew Johnson vetoed the bill that 

--- would have continued and increased the powers of the 

Freedmen's 3ureau. The structure that housed the first school 

has long disappeared
1
but the old Ralph Bunche School 

(now a Community & Day Care Center) is close to the site. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC ?reedrnen' s Bureau School (I'Iill Swamp) - Site-
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

~.ill Swamp Rd. 

CITY. tOWN 

STATE :=aryland 

DcLAsSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT -~UBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

.1\STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
-- _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES· RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Anne Arundei ~o. 3d. of ~ducation 

STREET & NUMBER 61 1 
• 

2 L'LJ Riva Rd. 

CITY. TOWN 
Annapolis 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REG1STRYOFDEEDS,ETc An:ie Arundel '.jo. ~ourt ~ouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Church ...:ircle 
CITY. TOWN Annapolis 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE ~;r/ A 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fourth 

couNTv Anne Arunde 1 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

~EDUCATIONAL 
_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 224-'J11 3 

STATE I Z~R code 
:.;D, 21404 

Liber #: NHG 11 
Folio #: 340 

STA TL 
~·,aryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

..>EPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

X UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

..zALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

':::'here is noway of l~nowing exactly where t~is structure 

was located • It stood somewhere on the property now 

used as a day care center (old Ralph 3uunche Sheol) 

on the north side of ;~ill S-i,vamp -qd., 'znile froY11 its 

junction with ~t. 2. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_ 16()0-1 699 

_1700-1799 x 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTUR~ 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

~EDUCATION 
_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SEITLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_1800-1899 

_1900. 
_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_INVENTION 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC OATES 1 865 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

South of the South River ?ridge, in southern Anne Arundel 

CountJ,iS :·:ill Swamp Rd., connecting Rt.2 with ~:uddy Greek 

Road. Almost at the lowest point in this road, the ?reee~en's 

Bureau established the first colored school in the ~aunty 

in 1665. This school ~as supported by federal funds and 

closed in 1 370 when President Andre1-1 Johnson vetoed the 

bill that would have continued and increased the nowers 

of the ?reedrr.en's 3ureau. The structure that housed the 

first school has long disarpeared,but the old Raloh 

Bunche School (now a c:omriuriity E,: Day Care Center) is 

close to the site. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTlNUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

James ~. Clark,Ristoric Sites Surveyor 

STREET & NUMBER ?·' "'"'<=> 
0 ._u J..J"""c.n 

CITY OR TOWN 

3treet 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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