Capsule Summary

Survey #: AA 812

John E. Washington House
1325 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland

c. 1921
Private Residence

The John E. Washington House is a unique piece of architecture in the
historic black town of Highland Beach. It is a large, irregularly shaped
cottage with octagonal bays and conical roofs. The house is atypical in
this community and contributes to the overall design of the town by
establishing a standard for architectural quality in this experimental
black development.
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The John E. Washington House is irregularly shaped and illustrates a

mixture of Romanesque Revival and octagonal influences. There are

three primary views and the undulating pattern of the facade is

quite inconsistent with the rectilinear and planar conception of the
other dominant cottages in the community. The cottage is woodframe

and the exterior walls are finished with shingle. The central portion

of the house is covered with a modified pyramidal roof and an additional
wing resembles an octagonal bay with a dormical roof. The house was
constructed in c. 1921-1923 when John E. Washington purchased the property
from Haley G. Douglass.

The house is located in Hightand Beach in the block that is bounded by
Douglass Avenue in the north, Westover Lane to the east, Chesapeake
Avenue (Yenice Beach) to the south and Walnut Avenue towards the east.

IT lies approximately ten miles southeast of Annapolis where the entire
community Is oriented fowards the Chesapeake Bay. The lot is covered with
dense vegetation and large ftrees although a substantial amount of area

has been cleared and seeded for grass in this block.

The John E. Washington House is a large, ranch type structure. It is

only one storey high and consumes almost the entire width of the lot.

It currently exhibits a low stone foundation. The north view of the

house exhibits an enclosed porch, an octagonal bay extension, a partially
enclosed entrance way and a second, but smaller octagonal room. The

north facade is about five bays wide. The enclosed porch is entered up a
flight of steps and through a screen door. The shed roof of the enclosure
is supporfed by posts that have been finished with shingle siding. The
door is a rectangular screen with four geometrically proportioned panels.
Stationary screening also flanks the opening to this porch.

The octagonal bay on the eastern section of the north view, is large and
impressive. It houses six windows which are double hung with six lights over
six lights and a contrasting, green trim. The partially enclosed entranceway
is a porch which supports a shed roof which extends from the main horse.

The supports are also finished with shingle and frimmed with contrasting
vertical board. The doorway is composed of a set of twin doors with sixteen
or twenty lights each. (These doors are enclosed behind a set of aluminum
storm doors.) The entire opening Is surrounded by a cornice which is
decorated with compound pilasters and architrave trim.

The arched windows in the western part of the north view are double hung
with a single pane and trim painted the contrasting green exhibited elsewhere.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Please see "Highland Beach" Survey Form.

Highland Beach, Maryland is a historic black town that was founded
by the son of Frederick Douglass. The town was conceived by Haley R.
Douglass in the late nineteenth century to be a resort community for
prominent blacks. Highland Beach is a unique existing reminder of
town planning and architectural history as it relates to vernacular
and high style design as exhibited by black peopie. Most of the
architecture in Highland Beach is located on the original sites and
building expansions were performed within a ten fo fifteen year time
frame. This provides us with a concise history of design, space
planning, and architecture in a homogeneous, extant community.

All of the cottages that were constructed prior to 1930 are important
elements related to town planning and design. It is important that
these houses retain their originality in terms of plan design, lof
orientation, interior decoration, and architfectural aesthetics in
order to preserve the concept of space and the dynamics of community
development in this historic black fown.

The John E. Washington House is a fantastic and exciting piece of '
architecture. Within the context of this community it is a statement

of individuality and independence. |t was once the home of the most
prolific educators, humanitarians and leaders in black culture the

first quarter of the fwentieth century. The house is suitable for
further study and preservation as a critical element in the documentation
of the material culture of African Americans.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Please see "Highland Beach" Survey Form
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block 5, Lots 13, 14
Highland Beach, Maryland

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ‘ COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Barbara Collins Turner Aprit, 1982
ORGANIZATION " "DATE
Morgan State University 301-444-3225
STREET & NUMBER © 7 TELEPHDNE
Built Environment Studies
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Baltimore, Maryland 21239

)

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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John E. Washin ton House

1323 Douglass_Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland

General View
Fern Eisner, photogrpaher

March, 1982



