CAPSULE SUMMARY

Survey # AA 818

Boyde House
1335 Douglass Avenue
Highland Beach

C. 1902

Private residence

The Boyde House is a large, three storey coftage in the historic
black town of Highland Beach. |t is a triple A frame colonial dwelling
with an exfensive eight bay veranda on the northern, eastern, and soufhern
views. |t was originally constructed to be a guest house or hostel for
travelling blacks who were denied accommodations in other black front
communities. Today, it is the private home of the Boyde family and it
symbol ically represents the history and future of this unique black fown.
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1335 Douglass

This triple A frame, now colonial house has been substantially
remodeled. However, the articulation of the screened porch
and simplistic wood of the facade are compatible architecturai
elements and support the historical theme of the community.
This three storey structure was originally more Victorian and
boasted gingerbread ornamentation and other high style motifs.

The Boyde House is three stories high and is located on the block

of Highland Beach which is bordered by Douglass Avenue on the north,
westover lLane towards the east, Chesapeake Avenue (in Venice Beach,
Maryland) at the south and the intersection of Langston Avenue and
Douglass Avenue towards the west. The lot is cleared of most of

the original vegetation. The house is a large and imposing structure
and is situated on one of the higher elevations in the community.

The original house, built in 1902, was constucted upon a pier
foundation of rock faced stone. The spaces between the piers were
covered with wooden latticework. A veranda encircled the original
facade. The columns supporting the roof of the veranda were wooden,
both turned with decorative floral motif brackets. The railing on
the veranda was also decorative with infricate patterns turned into
the wood. The windows were double hung with functional shutters on
all floors. The lights in the gable ends of the third floors were
arched sash type with six panes and a single pane in the opening.

The remodeled structures foundation is completely enclosed and the
railings on the veranda have been removed. The roof supports for

the veranda appear to be the original lathe turned wooden posts,
however. The veranda has been screened and a much simple but
geometric railing system is exhibited on the northern and eastern
views. The porch off the main entrance is open. The doorway exhibits
a muiti-paneled door which is covered by an aluminum and wrought

iron storm door. The entire doorway is surrounded with an elaborate
cornice.

The shutters have been removed from the windows and the original
clapboard siding has been replaced with weatherboard siding. A
chimney has been added to the northern view.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

see "Highland Black Settlement"

Highland Beach, Maryland is a historic™ black town that was
founded by the son of Frederick Douglass in 1894. The town was
conceived by Major Haley R. Douglass fo be a resort community for
prominent blacks in the late nineteenth century. Highland Beach
is a unique, existing reminder of town planning and architectural
history as it relates to vernacular and high style design exhibited
by black people. Most of the architecture in Highlfand Beach is located
on the original sites and building expansions were performed within a
ten to fifteen year time frame. This provides us with a concise
history of design, space planning and architecture in a homogeneous,
extant community.

The Boyd House was formally owned by George T. Bowen. The
original house was constructed to be a hostel for black travellers
who were usually denied access to other beach front accommodations.
The roster of guests at the Bowen cottage included the Frederick
Douglass and Booker T. Washington, founder of Tuskegee Institute.

The present "house, currently owned by the Boyd family is an
integral part of the design of the historic town. Even though it
has been renovated, the house is a symbolic statement of the past
and the future of Highland Beach. The house needs to be further
evaluated within the context of architecture and black town planning.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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see "Highland Beach Settlement"
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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