AA 827

Capsule Summary

Lucas Cottage 3218 Langston Ave.
Highland Beach, Maryland

c. 1910
Private Residence

The Lucas cottage is a gambrel roof colonial house in the historically
black town of Highland Beach. It is frame construction and exhibits

one of the few houses in the community that has a cement block,

raised foundation. The house is an example of architectural planning

and design by African-Americans during this era.
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The Lucas cottage was a colonial inspired house with gambrel roof and
shed roofed dormers. The house exhibits an elongated, enclosed porch which
attempts to articulate the stick decorative elements established on several
other houses in the community. The enclosed porch encircles three views and
rests upon a cement block foundation which is atypical in this community.

Highland Beach, Maryland is a resort community that is located about ten
miles south of Annapolis. The Lucas cottage is located on the block that is
bounded by Bay Avenue to the north, Langston Avenue in the east, Douglass
Avenue to the south, and Bruce Avenue on the west. The topography of the lot
is covered with vegetation which consists of large trees. shrubs, wild
flowers and grasses.

The eastern view of the house exhibits the principle place of entrance
which is located at the top of a flight of six steps. The house is three
bays wide at this view but the porch extends beyond the width of the house
and is four bays wide. The screened porch is supported by boards and posts
which accentuate the rectangularity of the facade. Vertical boards have
also been constructed providing support for horizontal decorative strips
that have been located under the eaves of the roof.

The second storey boasts one large dormer with a set of twin , double
hung windows constructed of aluminum. The windows on the first floor
are the original, multipaned casement type window. The house is finished
with bevel siding and the roof shingles have been laid utilizing a brick
bond pattern. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Highland Beach, Maryland is a historic black town that was founded by
the son of Frederick Douglass. The town was conceived by Haley R. Douglass in
the late nineteenth century to be a resort community for prominent blacks.
Highland Beach is a unique existing reminder of town planning and architec-
tural history as it relates to vernacular and high style design as exhibited
by black people. Most of the architecture in Highland Beach is located on
the original sites and building expansions were performed within a
ten to fifteen year time frame. This provides us with a concise history of
design, space planning, and architecture in a homogeneous, extant
community

All of the cottages that were constructed prior to 1930 are
importanta elements related to town planning and design. It is important
that these houses retain their originality in terms of plan design, lot
orientation, interior decoration, and architectural aesthetics in order
to preserve the concept of space and the dynamics of community development
in this historic black town.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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AA 827 Lucas/Jackson House
3218 Langston Avenue
Highland Beach, Maryland
Gemmral View

Fern Eisner, Photographer
March, 1982



