
CAPSULE SUMMARY 

Shep pa rd House 
3220 Langston Avenue 
Highland Beach, Maryland 

c. 1920 

Private access 

AA 834 

The Sheppard House was the summer home of a prominent black doctor and his 
family. The Sheppards were members of the critical second generation of 
black people who continued the dream of the founder Haley G. Douglass. 
The house is important as an organizing element and an architectural element 
in the community. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

3220 Langston 

This cottage is a one and one-half storey bungalow type house. 
Its four bay enclosed porch articulates the stick theme 
established by the earlier Twin Oaks residence. The double 
hung, four/four I ight windows are somewhat elaborate for the 
facade but articulate this view of the second storey which is 
generally overshadowed by the porch. 

The Sheppard House is located in Highland Beach, Maryland on 
a block that is bounded by Bay Avenue to the north, Langston 
Avenue towards the east, Cbuglass Avenue on the south and 
Bruce Avenue to the west. It is on a lot that does not have 
to advantage of the Chesapeake Bay view but it is a corner 
lot and has the advantage of several open views. The topography 
is relatively dense with large shrubs and trees surrounding the 
house and lot. The lot slopes towards the Chesapeake Bay 
but is relatively level at this point. 

Currently, the cottage exhibits a cement block foundation. 
It is encircled by a screened porch which has four bays on 
the eastern or front view. The diagonal pattern on the railing 
is typical of the bungalow and colonial decorative system 
exhibited in this community. The windows are double hung with 
multi I ights on al I views. The eastern view is most impressive 
with the double set of four, rectangular, multi-paned windows 
flanking the multipaneled door. 

The siding is weather board and the large gabled roof is shingled 
with the same material that finishes the shed dormers. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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see "Highland Beach Settlement" 

Highland Beach, Maryland is a historic black town that was founded by the 
son of Frederick Cbuglass. The town was conceived by Haley R. Cbuglass 
in the late nineteenth century to be a resort community tor prominent 
blacks. Highland Beach is a unique existing reminder of town planning 
and architectural history as it relates to vernacular and high style 
design as exhibited by black people. Most of the architecture in Highland 
Beach is located on the original sites and bui I ding expansions were performed 
within a ten to fifteen year time frame. This provides us with a concise 
history of design, space planning, and architecture in a homogeneous, 
extant community. 

Al I of the cottages that were constructed prior to 1930 are important 
elements related to town planning and design. It is important that these 
houses retain their originality in terms of plan design, lot orientation, 
interior decoration, and architectural aesthetics in order to pr.eserve 
the concept of space and the dynamics of community development in this 
historic black town. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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see "High I and Beach Sett I ement" 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Lot 6 Bl k 4 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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TITLE ABSTRACT 
3220 Langston Avenue AA-Z3 Y 

By Will of 
Charles R. Douglass 

To 

Haley G. Douglass & (Wife Evelyn) 

To 

Edith Minton 

To 

Patricia A. Hoover 

To 

Gladys Shepperd 



--r " 

~ 
l> 
() 
.:r: 

AA 834 Sheppherd House 
3220 Langston 
Highland Beach, Maryland 
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AA 834 Sheppherd House 
3220 Langston 
Highland Beach, Maryland 
Genaral View 
Fern Eisner, Photographer 
March, 1982 


