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Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

r-· 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic PARKHURST FARM TENANT HOUSE 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Cumberstone Road - west side _ not for publication 

city, town Cumberstone (Harwood) _ vicinity of congressional district 

state MD county A.A. 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
- building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

_____ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__ not applicable 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (SERC) ?10. {p) C<.CYE'S 

street & number Contees Wharf Road telephone no. : 

city, town Edgewater state and zip code MD 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _ federal _ state __ county __ local - ,-posltory tor survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins __ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. l\~-101 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 



8. Significance Survey No. AA-907 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_14~1499 

. 1500-1599 
- 16~1699 

_1700-1799 
_18~1899 

_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significanc&-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Parkhurst Tenant House is probably 100 years old if one believes local oral history. 
The main residence at Parkhurst, across Cumberstone Road, dates from 1845. 

The tenant house was originally probably one-room-down, one-room-up, with an enclosed 
side stair hall rising from the left rear toward the front of the house, above the 
entry hall. A later 2-story addition, to the left (SW) of the entry, added two rooms, 
one down and one up. By 1912, one-story one-room wings had been added to each side 
of the house, according to Jerome Hall's memory. Jerome Hall, age 7, moved 

_into the Parkhurst main residence servants' quarters with his mother Julia in 1912. 
ae was the cook there. At that time the Parkhurst Tenant House was occupied by 

Clarence Dove's family. Later, in 1929-31, Jerome Hall himself lived in the Tenant 
House with his wife Willie and his elderly father John Hall. 

Jessie Collins Neal, present occupant, lived here with her grandfather Moses Brent 
c. 1932-43. In 1943 her grandfather died and she married Sam Neal and moved into Ivy 
Neck Tenant House #l(AA-225A). Parkhurst Tenant House remained vacant until Sam and 
Jessie moved in in 1947. Sam had been walking down Cumberstone Road from Ivy Neck 
to work for Mrs. Kirkpatrick, owner of Parkhurst, ever since 1937. He continued to 
farm the Parkhurst land until it was sold in 1970. Then, at age 66, Sam retired. 
He was one of the last of the once-plentiful Cumberstone tenant farmers. The 
Kirkpatricks sold off the Parkhurst farmland to the Smithsonian subject to a life 
estate for Sam and Jessie to remain in the tenant house. Sam died in 1986. Jessie 
still lives there. When she leaves, the old tenant house will be abandoned, since 
the Smithsonian's purpose at Cumberstone is to conserve and study the agricultural 
land and watershed, not the standing structures. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. AA-907 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Deale, MD Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A Li_J 1......__1 _, __ I I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ..J I .............. ......__. __ D LJJ .__I ....... I ........._ ____ I .__I .......____.__ _ _... 

E L..i_J I .............. ......__. __ F LIJ I I I 
G Li.J ._I ............ ____ _ H LIJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan Wetherill Volunteer 

organization Anne Arundel County Committee/MHT date 11 /87 

street & number P • 0. Box I 5 7 3 telephone 

city or town Annapolis state MD 21404 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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c-Sarah Brent 

Ben Brent 
I 

Janes L. 
(b.3/1892) 

Cumberstone Black History/Genealogy 

~ ~L@ 
(b.9/18'34) (2/1887-1948) 

I @ 
George · 
Ibwns 

(1932- ) 

I 

(BRENT/NEAL-FAM:lLY TREES I 

~ Brent0 
(3/1862-1943) 

m. 
~ 

(b.7/1864) 

I 
oolh 

(b.6/1897) 
Jo~ 

(b.1/1899) 
"~p 'n" 

Wn. Henry 
(d.2/1985) 

({) t-bses Brent lived in Parkhurst Ten.Hse, (AA-CJJ7) off and on betw. 1926-1943. 

I 
Richard Neal 

~c Collins Jessie Jllins_m._ Sam Neal (2\ 
(12/1/1914- y (8/12/04-5/86) 

I I 
(1 child 5 children ( 8 children 
before by 1st wife 
lJBrriage includ'g): 
to Neal) I 

tvhry 
(b.1943) 

m. 
-Parker 

t~ sons 
@ Sam Neal lived in Ivy Neck Ten.Hse.#1 (AA-225A) 19])...47, and Parkhurst Ten.Hse. 1947 until his death 1986; his 

wife Jessie still lives at Parkhurst, has life tenancy. 
@ ~y Brent Ibwns lived in Ivy Neck Ten.Hse.#2 (AA-225B) 1942 until her death 1948. 
®George Ibwns lived in Ivy Neck Ten.Hse.#2 1942-52 and Ivy Neck Ten.Hse.#4 (AA-225D) 1952-65. 

(5.) Wilson Parker lived in Creekside Farm Ten.Hse. (AA-g:jj) c.1925-1943. 
~: Sam Neal Sr. lived in Ivy Neck Ten.Hse.# 4 (AA-225D) 19])...43. 
(j) ~tha Brent lives in Essex Farm Slave Hse.(AA-236A), 1985. 

Prepared by S. Wetherill 10/87 
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