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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes _ 

no ____,X 

Wilson Farmhouse Inventory Number: AA-913 Property Name: ---------
Address: 862 Galesville Road City: Galesville Zip Code: 20765 

County: Anne Arundel USGS Topographic Map: _D_e_al_e _____________ _ 

Owner: Estate of Mary Wilson Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: _5_72 __ Tax Map Number: _6_9 ___ Tax Account ID Number: _0_92_44_000 ___________ _ 

Project: Moreland Property (910-002-0308) Agency: FCC -------''----=---'--------'------------ -----------------
Site visit by MHT Staff: X no __ yes Name: Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? __ yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district District Name: yes Eligible district __ yes ----------------
Preparer' s Recommendation: Contributing resource __ yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible __ yes X no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B c D E F G None -- ------

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

This two-and-a-half-story, three-bay wood-framed structure is set back approximately 150 feet from Galesville Road. 
It is located almost one-third of a mile southeast of the intersection of Muddy Creek Road and Galesville Road. The house is 
clad with asbestos siding, and the cross-gabled roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles. The foundation was snow-covered, and 
thus not visible. The most prominent feature of the symmetrical southwest fa9ade is the central front-wall gable pierced by a 
diamond-shaped window. There are, additionally, two interior brick chimneys symmetrically flanking the center gable. There 
is a gable-roofed addition on the north end of the rear elevation. The site is overgrown, and the house is in a much-deteriorated 
condition. All of the windows and doors are missing, as are some roof shingles. Clearly visible through the windows is the 
decaying interior. Floors, ceilings, and walls have each collapsed in places, and plaster litters the remaining floor. Almost 300 
feet to the north of the house is what appears to be a ball-field. There is a wooden grandstand at the comer of the square area, 
and two concrete-block dugouts. There is an additional wooden building to the east of the grandstand. All of these structures 
are in varying states of disrepair. 

Either Henry Wilson or his son Richard built the farmhouse some time in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 1 

Henry Wilson was the first, and largest, African-American property owner in the Galesville region. He bought two acres of 
land in 1865, and supplemented that with an adjacent twenty-five-and-a-halfacres in 1871. This is the land upon which the 
farmhouse was built. Henry Wilson had died by 1878, when a map identified his widow, Kitty, as the property owner. The 
1900 Census identifies Richard Wilson as the head-of-household. Upon Richard Wilson's death, the property passed to his 
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Date 
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wife Mary, whose estate still owns the property. Richard and Mary Wilson's daughter Mary Louise Crowner occupied the 
house until 1970. She was the last person to live there. 

The Wilson Farmhouse, located at 862 Galesville Road, does not meet National Register Criteria A, B, or C. The 
dwelling does have an historical association with Henry Wilson, a prominent local African-American landowner. However, 
due to its deteriorated condition, the integrity of the historic materials and workmanship have been severely compromised. 
Criterion D, information potential, was not evaluated for this study. 

Prepared by: Laura H. Hughes, Andrea F. Schoenfeld, and Gerald M. Maready, Jr., Date Prepared: February 25, 2003 
Architectural Historians 

1 The historical information used for this Determination of Eligibility is taken from a Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) State 
Historic Sites Inventory Form for this property. Susan R. Wetherill, a volunteer, completed the inventory form in 1985 on 
behalf ofMHT. 
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---Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

--

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic THE WILSON FARMHOUSE 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 862 Galesville Road 

city, town Galesville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__ building(s) 
_x_ structure 
_site 

- ~object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_lLnot applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
lL_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__j(_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. AA-#913 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Anne Arundel 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Estate of Mary Wilson 

street&number c/o Calvin Snowden, 1330 Kennedy St., N.W., telephone no.: 

city, town Washington state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arundel County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 

city, town Annapolis, Maryland 41401 

D.C. 20011 

state 

liber NHG 13 

folio 390; also: 
liber SH 6 
folio 154 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

date _federal ~ state 1 county __ local 

-~pository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

_L deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_x_ altered 

Check one 
_ll_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. AA ~ 'f I ) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Wilson Farmhouse, built between 1871 and 1900, is an example of a house style 
found everywhere in Maryland beginning in the 1880's and especially common after 
1900. - -~ lt is a 2-story frame house with 
3-bay facade, cross gable over the center bay, a central stairhall separating 
two rooms on each floor, and a wing protruding from the rear which forms the letter ''L". 

· · The appearance of this house style toward the end of 
the 19th century coincided with the transition from open fireplace to wood stove. 
Thus, one often sees in this type of house mantles without fireplaces: the 
mantle is retained only as a decorative element, while a wood or kerosene stove 
placed in front of it provides heat for cooking and comfort. 

The Wilson Farmhouse is wood frame, transitional construction (part post-and-beam 
and part ba1loon), set on brick piers. The original block contains two rooms on 
each floor with a central hallway running from front to back of the house. 
There is an exterior door at each end of the hall. The original exterior wall­
covering was weatherboard, now covered by asbestos shingles. The gable roof is 
covered with two layers of asphalt shingles over top of the original wood 
shingles. Oral informants tell of a front porch, gone now. A small !~-story 
kitchen wing was added to the rear (NE side) of the house, its gable roof set 
crosswise to the ridge line of the main block. Access to the wing at the 
second floor level is through the original window opening in the northernmost 
bay of the NE wall of the main block. Windows are 6/6 double hung sash, except 
for one single 6/sash set diagonally within the front cross gable, at the attic 
level. There are three narrow brick chimneys, one centered on either side of 
the central hall, and one inside the NE wall of the kitchen. 

The interior walls are plaster over machine-cut lathes. There are four 
mantles with stove flues, one in each of the rooms on the first two floors of 
the main block. A turned newell post at the foot of the stairway anchors a 
bannister which curves continuously upward through 2~ stories. 

Narrow beaded tongue-and-groove boards, commercially available around the turn 
of the century, and used here on the underside of the eaves, suggest a construc­
tion date closer to 1900 than 1871. 

Conversely, "modern" machine cut nails found in the structural framing members 
of the house suggest a construction date prior to 1880 after which time wire 
nails were commonly available. 

Dimensions: see attached floor plan. 



8. Significance Survey No . /!A- _ q / 5 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
=---14~1499 

15~1599 

_16~1699 

_1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significanc._check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ arGheology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transpo.-tation 

__ invention _K_ other (specify) 
Black History 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state JLlocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Henry Wilson was the first black property owner in Galesville. The Wilson Farm­
house, built either by Henry between 1871-78, or by his son Richard after 1878, 
is believed to be the oldest house in Galesville. 

It was the first of four similar, rather elaborate houses to be 
built by blacks in Galesville (Wilson; Crowner; Booze; and Hicks). All four were 
21-story frame houses with cross gables at the roofline and kitchen wings at the 
rear. It is the only one of the four still standing. 

In 1865 Henry Wilson bought two acres of land (NHG 13/390) from the owners of Tulip 
Hill. In 1871 he bought an additional adjacent 251 acres, including an existing 
house which carried a life tenancy for its occupant "Old Mrs. Weedon" (SH6/154). 
(Ann E. Weedon, 75, is listed in the 1870 Census of Galesville. She does not appear 
in the 1880 Census. It is not known where her house stood.) 

Henry Wilson was dead by the time of the 1878 Hopkins Map. His widow, "Kitty" or ''Kate", 
was identified on the Map as the owner of two houses located on her 271 acres. One 
was situated on the original two-acre (1865) parcel. (Today that site is occupied 
by a c.1978 house belonging to Henry's great great grandson Tom Perry.) The 
other appeared to be on the 251-acre (1871) portion and would have been either 
Mrs. Weedon's house or the "new" Wilson Farmhouse. 

In the 1880 Census, Kitty was listed as "Head" of her household which included son 
Richard, his wife Mary and four childre~~~6n James, and three other boarders. 
In the 1900 census, Richard was the"Head"of household including wife Mary, thirteen 
children, and Kittyki'~ ~er. 

Kitty Wilson died in 1901. Her only surviving child Richard inherited her real 
estate. Later, when Richard's widow Mary died, the property was never partitioned 
among her heirs. One daughter, Mary Louise Crowner, was the last occupant of the 
Farmhouse, in 1970. The real estate is still undivided today and owned in common 
by Mary Wilson's many descendents. Some of them have hopes of restoring the 
Farmhouse. However, concensus among so many owners is difficult to achieve, and 
the house continues to deteriorate while they discuss its future. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. AA-#913 

Interview, Tom Perry, great great grandson of Henry Wilson, 4/16/85. 
Federal Censuses: 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900. 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 

A.A.County Board of Health (Deaths) 1899-1904 (MdHR 20, 182-1), p.97 Kitty Wilson, 1901. 
Black Historical Resources, Geo. W. McDaniel, Sugarloaf Regional Trails, 1979, p.2r 
r..fJlewjlle Mj -Its Hj5tgry & Its Pegp]e Ibrntby I. J)mham The Paper Mjll Seyema Pk. M:l. 1980 p.2 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2...lo · S-0 o.cre? 

Quadrangle name -~D'-'e~a~l'-'e~--- Quadrangle scale _\~·-·_1.-4_~v_c_o __ 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cL.i.J ~I....___._.__._~! ~I....._._._ ___ __ D LU I I I I 
E LLJ I I .._I ~__._._ ......... F l..LJ I I I I 
GLLJ I I H LU I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan R. Wetherill, Volunteer 

organization AA/MHT date November 1985 

street & number P • 0. Box I 5 7 3 telephone 

city or town Annapolis, state MD 21404 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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HENRY WILSON FAMILY TREE 
AA-913 

William Neal (b. 1842) 

Henry 
(b. 1875) 

m'd. 
Tom Perry 

Tom III 
(b. 1942) 

m'd. 

~rey 

a daughter 

Katherine 
(b. 1876) 

m'd. 
'!hos.Diggs 

1873) 

Ed 
(b.1898) 

Catherine 
m'd. 

-Tyler 

(b.1896) 

Chester 

Henry Wilson (b. 1805) 
married 

Katherine (Kitty or Kate) Neal (1820-1901) 

"' (b. 1846 Richard (b. 1848) "'Joseph 

+ 
Sophie Booze 

I 
I 

Rose 
m'd. 

Jerorre Turner 
(b.190'+) 

m'd. m'd. 
Crowner Ibwns 

(1892-1971) (b. 1882) 
m'd. m'd. 

Randall Crowner -Thar.as 

Katherine Earl 
m'd. 

-Dillard 

Isabella- Wn. 
m'd. m'd. m'd. 

Watkins Ballard Washington 

ReVer 
m'd. 

Sellman 

(b.1861) 

Rachel(Nellie) 

( 1890--1982)1 
m'd. m'd. 

? Geo. Butler 
(1st hush.) 

m'd. 
Js. Crowner 
(2nd hush.) 

Helen 
(d. 1972) 

m'd. 
-Snowden 

Calvin 
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