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Property/District Name: Thomas Solley Farm survey Number:~Jlrl=J'--'9~8~2=-------

Project: Tanyard Springs Subdivision Agency: ~C~O~E------------

Site visit by MHT Staff: ~no yes Name 
------------- Date ---------

Eligibility recommended __ _ Eligibility-... recommended __ x_ 

Criteria: __ A __ B __ c __ D Considerations: __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

The Thomas Solley Farm, consisting of 104 acres, a mid-19th-century farmhouse, corn crib, 
barn, horse stable and cemetery, is situated between Marley Neck Road and Solley Road in 
northeastern Anne Arundel County. Though one of the last remaining mid-19th century farm 
complexes in this portion of the county, the property no longer retains the integrity 
necessary to qualify for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Solley farmhouse may have been built in the 1840s by Thomas Solley and later expanded to 
its present form in the late 19th century by his son, George H. Solley. The property 
supported the cultivation of fruit trees, primarily peach orchards, during the 19th and into 
the 20th century. The property remained in the Solley family until the 1950s . 

..-..~1e main residence on the property is a two-story frame T-house covered with a cross-gable 
JOf. The house rests on a brick foundation, has weatherboard siding and asphalt shingles 

on the roof. Brick nagging is found in the walls throughout the house. The house is 
vernacular, with architectural detailing limited to the raking cornice which is decorated 
with a scalloped barge board. The house has been vacant for years and stands in deteriorated 
condition. Many of the original 6/6 windows are missing and weatherboard siding is pulling 
off in places. The current status of the above-noted secondary resources is not known. 

According to the Anne Arundel County survey, this is one of only six T houses in the county 
and, at the time of the survey, provided a good example of its form. Since then, however, 
the condition of the house has deteriorated severely and no longer conveys its significance. 
The property no longer retains its integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling or association. The property is, therefore, not eligible for listing under Criterion 
C. The property is not associated with persons or events significant to our past and is thus 
not eligible under Criteria A or B. 

Documentation on the property/district is 
Inventory Notebooks; original in 
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MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
__ x_ Western Shore 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

Prince George's and St. Mary's) 
(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

__ x_ 
__ x_ 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( __ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

V. Resource Type: 

Adaptation 

Category: Buildin 

__ x_ 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Environment: Rural 
=====-~---------------------------

Historic Function(s) and Use(s) Domestic/Single Dwelling 

Known Design Source: 
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Survey No. AA-982. 

Maryland Histerical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi Ne. 

DOE ___yea _no 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic· Thocnas SOlley Farm 

•'Wllor eofNftOft Thanas Solley Farm 

2. Location 
{750 ft. east of Marley Neck Road and 

•1reet a number Marley Neck Road approx. 2 miles N. of Rt. 648) _not for publiCatlon 

city, town Glen Burnie 

county .Ame Arundel 

3. Classification 
OwneraMlt ....... PreMftlU .. ~ .. 

-dlatrlet­
.lL l>ulldlng(t) 
_etrudufe _ .... 

_ publlc _x_ occupltel _ 81f1CU1ture _ 1111UUU111 

...L prtme _unoccupied COtNntreill _ pn 
_both _work In prog,... _ educatloMI _A_ priyllte rnldenc:9 
PubUc &qullltloft &cce..u.a. _entertalnmtnl _rella'gus 

-abfeet _In procea -1L pa: restriCted _government _ ICleftUflc 
_~considered _ yee: unrestrktecl _ lndualrllll _ lransporUUon 
_!_n~ applicable _no _ mllbny _ adler: 

4. Owner of Property citve name.a and mailing adduue• of .u own•u> 

,..,... Jane ~ey Hes (c/o Charles L. Pmphr@y & co., Inc.) 
.. . 702 Keyser Building 

ttreet a""""* 207 E. Redwood Street telephone no.: 685-n04 

city, to.ft Baltilllore •tate and zip code MD 21202 

s. Location of Legal Description 

Ame Arundel County Court.bowie liber l«:L #2661 

ltrMt & nUlftber Chlrch Circle folio 861 

dly, '°""' .Annapolis ... MD 

&. Representation In Existing Historical surveys 

tllle none 

..... _...,.. _ ..... _county _loml 
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7 •. Description 
c ......... 
-••cellent 
....Lgoad _..., 

Ch•ek.,.. 
_ deteriorated ~ unaltered 
_ rulna _ ehered 
-Ul'l .. pohd 

Survey No. AA-982 

CMH .... 
____!. orlgin81 ah8 
_moved c»te of move 

Prepa~e both a B\l1mllary parag~aph and a general de•cription of the reaourc@ and its 
various al9111ent8 88 it exists today. 

See attached • 

. • 
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8. Significance survey No. AA-982 

. 
PertM 
_ prehl11artc 

_1400-"" 
~1500-1591 
_1800-tnt 
_ 1100-1111 
_x.1aoo-1ttt 
_1900-

lpecltlc datea 

Ate•• of Slplfleence Cl>ieck end iu.tlfl belo• 
_ archeology-ptMlslorlc - comn\UNty ptannlng - lendtcape areNtec:tuff_ rellelon 
_ arch901ogJ·hlatonc _ connrv.tlOn _,.. _ aclenoe 
_ egrlcuthn - eoonofftlc9 _ ,.........,. _ 9CUlptu'9 
..-Jt.. arct\llecturt - education _ mlMt9ry _ aoclatl 
-llrt ~•nglneerlng _music ~ 
_commerce _ explo,.tlorV8eltlement _ phllotophy _ .,_...., 
_ communleatlona _ indultry ~ podUealgoHtA•nl _ tr8nlportatl0n 

~Invention - other (il*IV) 

BullurtArehltecl 

check: Applicable Cdteria: _A B _c _D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B _c _D I F _G 

Level of Sipificance: _national _state _local 

Prapare both a sumaary paragraph of" significance and a general statement or hist:ory .n4 
SlJI>port • \ 

See Attached. 

':.,-·-
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AA-912 
- ~DESCRIPTION 

The Thomas Solley Farm. consisting of approximately 104 acres, is situated between 
Marley Neck Road (on the west) and Solley Road (on the east) in northeastern Anne Arundel 
County. The mid-19th century farmhouse. com cnl>, barn, horse stable and cemetery is one of the 
last remaining mid-19th century fann complexes in this portion of the county. 

The fmnhouse is a frame two-story Victorian V cmacular dwelling based on a cross-wing 
plan. The house rests on a brick foundation, has weatherboard siding and a cross-gable roof 
covered with asphalt shingles. The cross wings are or equal size and are set perpendicular to each 
other; one running east-west. the other north-south. The north-south wing extends south &om 
the centerpoint oftbe east-west wing. The Solley farmhouse may have been built in the 1840s 
and expanded to its present fonn in the late 19th century. However, since the interior was not 
examined, this theory can not be substantiated. The l 845 U. S. Coast & Geodetic Map shows a 
dwelling in the same location as the present house. 

The house faces west toward Marley Neck Road and Marley Creek beyond. The principle 
entrance to the dwelling is located on the west elevation in the nonh-south wing. This elevation 
consists of three bays on both floon with the door located in the northernmost bay of the first 
floor. The entrance consists of a paneled wood door surmounted by a four-pane transom. The 
three bays of the first floor are covered with a hip-roof porch supported by simple wood posts. 
The same porch arrangement is seen on the rear (east) elevation. The front (west) gable-end of 
the east-west wing consists of two bays on both floors; while the rear elevation of the same wing 
is pierced with a single opening at the first and second floors. The rear doorway is situated 
directly across from the front entrance. creating a central passage for the interior room 
arrangement. 

Two interior brick chimneys with corbcled caps pierce the gable roof ridge line of the 
nonh-50\lth wing; one at the south eod and the other at the nonh. All windows uc 6/6 double 
hung sash windows with fixed-louvered wooden shutters. Each gable of the house is pierced with 
a pair of small reaangular windows or vents at the attic level The only exterior ornamentation is 
confined to scalloped wooden vergcboards or bargeboards on every elevation indudina the 
porches. 

A bulkhead entrance to a partial cellar is located on the south devation. A small gable­
roof bood supported by four posts coven the entrance. A circa 1900 photograph (&om the 
collection of Mn. Charles G. Solley) shows a small shed roof porch covering the cellar entrance. 

The interior of the house was oot examined. Probate records file in 1958 for lhe estate of 
Charles L. Pumphrey descn"be the house as having six rooms and one bath. It can therefore be 
swmised that there are three principle rooms on each Boor. 
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A 12 stall horse stable, corn crib and barn are located southeast and east of the house. 
The Solley family cemetery is located fu.nher to the east. The remains of a small oval horse track 

l- is visible east of the cemetery_ 

#I SIGNIFICANCE 

The Thomas Solley farm, consisting of a mid-19th centuJY fannhouse, com cn'b, barn, 
horse stable, and cemetery, is one of few surviving mid-19th century farm complexes in 
northeastern Anne Arundel County. It lies on approximately 104 acres of flat, sandy land which 
supponed the rultivation of fruit trees, primarily peach orchards, dwing the 19th century and into 
the 20th century. 

The farmhouse is a good example of a V emacular dwelling which utilizes the cross-wing 
plan. This type of house is not the usual central-passage plan. Vernacular •I-house" found in 
great numbers thloughout the country. The cross-wing plan is a variant that developed in the 
mid- to late-19th century of which there are less than six examples that survive in Anne Arundel 
County. 

The Solley Farm was owned by the Solley family during much of the 19th century and into 
the 2oth centwy. During the 18th centwy, much of the propeny on Marley Neck between Marley 
and Stony Creeks was owned by the Jacobs family who lived at Chestnut Hill Farm (east of Solley 
Road and north of Nabbs Creek). Zactwiah Jacobs operated a tanyard on Marley Creek in the 
late 18th century; hence the name of Tanyard Cove. 

By the 1830s, a small hamlet had developed in the vicinity inhabited by the Jacobs, 
Wllliams, llobinson, Pumphrey, and Solley families. A school and a Methodist Cburdl were 
established in the 1830s on Marley Neck Road. The area later becaQJC known as Solley when a 
post office wu cstabli&bed in 1898. 

The Solley farmhouse may have bemi built in the 1840s by Thomas Solley and later 
expanded to its present form in the late 19th century by his son, George K Solley. However. 
since the interior of the house was not euminM, the evolution of the structure is unknown. The 
1145 U.S. Coast & Geodetic Map shows a dwelling in the same location as the present house. 
The Solley fann is also noted on the 1860 Martenet Map of Anne Arundel County and the 1878 
Hopkins' Atlas of Anne Arundel County. George H. Solley is shown u the occupant in 1878 with 
the ownc:rship held by the Thomas Solley heirs. George was the son of Thomu and Su-ah Solley. 
At bis father's death in 1875, George, a bachelor, continued to live at the Solley farm with his 
mother until his death in 1914. His mother, Sarah, pre-deceased him in 1904. The property 
remained in the Solley family and their descendants until the 19SOs. when it was conveyed to 
Charles L and Edna Pumphrey. The present owner, Jane Pumphrey Nes. is their daughter. 
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AA-982 
'l1iomu Solley Farm 

Addendum: During a lite visit conducted m 1995, it was noted that the clwelling ha. bnclt 
nogging in its wall structure throughout the houae. It appean that the .bridt nogging ~cl. two­
third. of the way up the wall. The noggini waa visible because the building hu ~ted 
significantly. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References survey No. AA-982 
Anne Arundel Cowity Land Records and F.quity Records 
Maps: 1845 U. S. Coast & Geodetic Survey Map; 1860 Marte.net's Map of Anne Arundel 

County; and 1878 G. M. Hopkins' Atlas of Anne Arundel County. 
Photograph Collection of Mrs. Charles G. Solley. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Ac,.age ofnornm.ted property 104 acres + 
Quadrangle MMe CUrtie Bay Quedrengle ~ 1•5 .Minute 
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~ 11. Form Prepared By 
.t ........,.... Donna M. Ware 

orpn&utlon AA Co. Planning & Zonb1g 1986 

eUMt • ~ Arundel Center ....... 
Annapolis ..... MD 

The Maryland Historic S1te1 Inventory vas officially created 'by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found iu the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 IA, 1974 eupple11e11t. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for :laformatioa eacl 
record p~rpoaes only and do not con•tit~te ar.y 1.afrin.ge.eut of 
individual propert7 righte. 
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