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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Elsewhere on the installation is the National Register-listed Fort George G. Meade Post Core Historic District, which includes 

124 Colonial Revival-style brick buildings constructed between 1928 and 1934 (Goodwin & Associates 1994). 

The site of the 19th-century Downs family farmstead and cemetery (Site 18AN0973) is located on a wooded knoll within the 

go lf course. This archeological site was recently evaluated and recommended in a separate report as not eligible for listing in 

the National Register of Historic Places (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ICRMP 2006, 2-8; HOR and E2M 20 IO; Fugate and 

Burden 2012). 

The setting of the golf course today consists largely of recently constructed, modem administrative buildings and complexes 

associated with military and security functions of the installation, as well as associated large surface parking lots. None were 

present historically or contain historic elements. The most visible of these are the Defense Information Systems Agency 

(DISA) complex to the east across Midway Branch ; the Defense Media Activity (OMA) facility to the southeast along Taylor 

Road; and a complex including satellite dishes on the hill directly west of the maintenance area . To the north , the Rockenbach 

Road corridor is visible, and to the south, development along Mapes Road. A tall radio tower stands at the northwest comer 

near the Parks 4th putting green . Dense wooded vegetation screens adjacent views along most of the west and southwest sides 

of the course. 

Buildings and structures 
Most of the golf course buildings are located in two clusters: the clubhouse area and the maintenance area. Additionally, two 

restroom buildings and seven rain shelters are scattered throughout the course. All the existing buildings were constructed after 

1970; exceptions are a Quonset hut at the maintenance area (constructed in 1963), one restroom building (date of construction 

unknown, but believed to be from the 1950s), and a utility building (date of construction unknown, but possibly from the 

1950s). 

Clubhouse area 

The clubhouse area has been reconfigured multiple times to serve the changing needs of the golf course, with substantial 

alterations to buildings and parking areas in the 1950s, 1970s, and 1990s. 

Clubhouse (built 1994) 

The existing clubhouse was constructed in I 994. It is a one-story, gable-roofed frame building clad in a combination of brick 

facing and vinyl drop-siding. Simple gable-roofed porticos project from the center of the west fafi:ade and from the south face 

of the clubhouse. The north face has a concrete platform partially enclosed by a wall for utility and service functions , while the 

east face has two gable-roofed porticos partially covering a deck that projects above the slope down to Midway Branch . Until 

1994, other buildings served as the golf course clubhouse, but little information about these facilities has come to light. 

Photographic evidence suggests that a two-story wood frame residence was the clubhouse in the early years of the go lf course 

(undated photo from Fort Meade Museum collection - see attached historical figure I) . This building 's date of origin and 

location are uncertain . By the 1938, a parking area is visible on aerial photos in front of a building that would apparently 
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function as the golf course clubhouse (Facility No. 6865) until the 1990s. Located just southwest of the existing clubhouse, this 

one-and-a-half story gable-roofed frame former residence had a wide front porch which was enclosed (circa- l 950s photograph 

from Golf Course Manager's office) . It appears that additions were made to the rear of this clubhouse between 1958 and its 

demolition in 1993 (photo album in Golf Course Manager's office, 1993-94). 

Missing buildings in clubhouse area (built 1950s, demolished 1993) 

Today, there are no other buildings associated with the clubhouse except for one small kiosk located near the tee at the 

Applewood J st hole, also built in 1994. However, prior to the demolition and reconfiguration of the clubhouse area in 1993-94, 

there were various ancillary buildings and structures in the vicinity of the clubhouse, including a rectangular one-story gable

roofed frame building constructed in 1953 as the E.M. (Enlisted Men ' s) Clubhouse, and a similar, one-story, gable-roofed 

frame Pro Shop (Office of the Post Engineer 1953). The date of construction of the Pro Shop is unknown but drawings show 

that it was expanded in 1956 (Office of the Post Engineer 1956). All of these buildings appear to have been demolished in 

1993 . 

Downs family farmhouse (built c. 1912, demolished 1992) 

The Downs family farmhouse was located just to the northwest of the existing clubhouse, and was of strikingly similar design 

to the building used as the golf course clubhouse in the 1950s (see attached historical photographs) . The Downs house, 

identified as Facility No. 6926, was demolished circa 1992 (Fugate and Burden 2012, 33 and 37). It is now considered an 

archaeological site, and has been identified as ineligible for National Register listing (Fugate and Burden 2012). 

Restroom building (built c. 1950s, moved at unknown date) 

A small restroom building along Zimborski Avenue near the current Applewood 3rd tee is believed to be an original building 

from the 1950s course expansion designed by George Cobb (J. Ladebush, personal communication, 2012). Its original location 

c. 1955 appears to have been near the former Applewood 8th hole (now missing) on the east side of Midway Branch. It is a 

small, simple rectangular one-story frame building with drop-siding exterior and a shingle-clad gable roof. On the south side, a 

central portion of the roof projects out, supported by posts. There appears to be a replacement metal door on the east side, and 

no windows, but there are two circular ventilation cut-outs near the roof on the north side of the building. 

Auxiliary restroom building (built c. 1990s) 

An auxiliary restroom building of recent construction, designed to be universally accessible, stands adjacent to the original 

restroom building. It is a rectangular, flat-roofed structure with three metal doors on the north side and no windows, and is clad 

in rust-colored stucco . 

Rain shelters (built 1979) 

Nine rain shelters were proposed by George Cobb on his Parks course addition plan circa 1955 (Cobb n.d.). Their original 

appearance is not known, as no design drawings or photographs appear to survive. The rain shelters were replaced, most in the 
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same location, with new shelters in 1979 (Directorate of Facilities Engineering 1979). Seven of them remain in 2012 . Each 

shelter is composed of a pair of back-to-back wood-slat benches side mounted between two square wood posts which support a 

simple gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. 

Maintenance area 

Maintenance and storage buildings are located in a cluster on Zimborski Avenue, west of the clubhouse area. Cobb shows a 

small , sparse group of"maintenance sheds" on his c. 1955 design drawing in this area, but a developed maintenance complex 

does not appear on 1950s plans of the area, nor on earlier drawings or aerial photography ( 1938, 1943, 1947 aerial 

photographs ; Office of the Post Engineer 1956; Cobb n.d .). The buildings in the maintenance area have been altered and 

reconfigured over time. 

Quonset (built 1963) 

Among the maintenance buildings stands a 40-by- l 00-foot Quonset hut built on a concrete slab (Facility No. 8890). The 

Quonset was constructed in 1963 to replace some older maintenance facilities . At the time, the maintenance facilities included 

four smaller Quonset huts as well as other temporary structures. The 1963 demolition removed all but a single 20-by-50-foot 

Quonset which remained adjacent to the larger 1963 Quonset for an unknown length of time (Office of the Post Engineer 

1963). Stylistically, the 1963 Quonset hut appears to be a variation on the late World War II-era Stran-Steel prefabricated hut 

type, distinguished by its full semicircular arch, with a factory-fabricated corrugated curved panel at the top, and the sides clad 

in corrugated panels oriented horizontally along the length of the structure (Decker and Chiei 2005, 148). There is a set of 

corrugated metal s liding double doors at each end and a rectangular ventilation opening above each door. Although the 1963 

design drawing indicates that each end would have two windows framing the central door, neither end of the Quonset as built 

has windows (Office of the Post Engineer 1963). A metal pipe vent stack is located near the eastern end on the south side of the 

roof. 

Prefabricated metal garages and storage building (bu ilt c. 1970s) 

To the north of the Quonset are two prefabricated metal garage buildings added in the I 970s- I 980s and a prefabricated storage 

building that appears to be from the same period, with corrugated metal siding, and which has a damaged roof. 

Utility building (built at unknown date) 

To the southeast of the Quonset stands a single-story rectangular unpainted concrete masonry unit utility building (Fac ili ty No . 

8860) with a gable roof, and gable ends clad in vertica l slat wood siding. It has a wood door and a rectangu lar ventilation 

opening on its north fa~ade and a second wood door on the west side. The date of origin of the utility building is undetermined; 

however, a pump house of some kind has been sited in the approximate location of the current building since 1941 , based on 

historic utility plans (J.E. Greiner Company 1941 ). It is unknown ifthe current structure is original or a replacement building. 
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There are a few other recently constructed temporary structures on the golf course, including a construction trailer and 

prefabricated small sheds near the maintenance and clubhouse areas . 

Golf courses 
The Fort Meade golf course is composed of two separate but intertwined courses, the Applewood (or "A") course and the Parks 

(or "B") course. The Fort Meade course had 9 holes before 1938; in the late 1940s, these were incorporated into the 18-hole 

Applewood course. Around 1955, the Parks course added 18 holes interwoven with those of the Applewood course. There 

have been numerous small alterations to the courses over time, as well as substantia l changes owing to post-2005 BRAC

related construction on portions of the original golf course. As a result, the order of play has been reconfigured and the 

Applewood course has been reduced to 9 holes. 

The description below is organized by landscape characteristic, per the National Park Service (NPS) guidance for cultural 

landscapes, which include designed landscapes such as golf courses (Page et al 1992 ; Birnbaum 1994). 

Topography 

The natural topography of the Fort Meade golf course and its surroundings is gently rolling, with its lowest elevations along 

Midway Branch, and the landform gently rising with a high point near its northwestern comer. The golf course's constructed 

topography and grading appear to have been confined to smaller-scale, strategic berms and hillocks designed to enhance play 

on the course. Post-2005 grading east of Midway Branch associated with new construction is very different in character, with 

large areas of mass grading to support the recently constructed building footprints and parking areas. 

!Vatural.features 

Midway Branch (known in the 19th century as Rouge Harbor Run) bisected the go lf course, and was used as a water feature in 

play (Fugate and Burden 2012). The branch is approximately 5 feet wide and flows southward. Since 2005, due to new 

construction, the portion of the course east of the branch has no longer been used for golf. There are several bridges and 

concrete-reinforced cart crossings which cross the branch. They appear to have been modified or rebuilt since the 1950s, 

although as of 2012, some have been removed and the rest are in fair to poor condition (see Circulation and Landscape 

Structures sections). 

Circulation 

The golf course is accessed via two parallel roads extending north from Mapes Road : Taylor Road functions as the main 

entrance, leading to the clubhouse, while Zimborski Avenue leads to the maintenance complex. An unnamed maintenance road 

connects both in the vicinity of the maintenance complex. All three of these routes pre-date the golf course, appearing on a 

1925 map (USDA I 925). Today, the southern portions of the access roads are paved in asphalt, and only the southernmost 
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portion of Taylor Road (adjacent to the 20 I 1 DMA complex) is curbed. North of the maintenance complex, both roads are 

disused. 

A system of asphalt and crushed stone-paved golf cart paths form a discontinuous route along both courses, leaving off along 

fairways , picking up between each hole and the next tee. There are also three disused concrete-reinforced cart crossings of 

Midway Branch, in poor condition as of2012 . First constructed as a few segments of concrete in 1975 to accommodate a likely 

increase in the use of go lf carts during that time, they were extended and repaved in the 1990s (Directorate of Public Works 

1975 ; J. Ladebush, personal communication 2012). 

There are two parking lots, one located west/southwest of the clubhouse, and the other, an auxiliary lot, located west of Taylor 

Avenue to the south. Both have been added since 1993 . While one parking lot was present at the clubhouse by 1938, it has 

been heavily reconfigured since that time. The golf course property is bounded by Cooper Avenue on the east, Mapes Road on 

the south, and Rockenbach Road on the north . 

Landscape structures 

There are a few small landscape structures associated with the golf courses (see earlier section for the property ' s primary 

buildings and structures). 

A wood-frame gazebo (c. 1994) is located near the tee at the Parks lst hole. It has a pointed octagonal wood shingle roof. 

Benches line the interior along the wood post railing. It appears to have been constructed circa 1994 based on photographs in 

the golf course manager's office. 

Along Midway Branch, there are three wood footbridges (c. 1970s) ranging from a simple log structure to wider wood planks, 

as well as a larger wood bridge that was designed to support light vehicular traffic such as maintenance vehicles. Although 

bridges are depicted on the c. 1955 Cobb plan, the existing bridges appear to be later replacements, likely from the 1970s. 

Today, all have fallen out of use and are in poor to ruinous condition. 

Vegetation 

Plantings are an important part of the character of a golf course. Some tree plantings appear to be part of the designed mid-20th 

century golf course, while others were added later. 

One tree has been confirmed as pre-dating the golf course plantings: a mature tulip poplar that stands near the Downs 

homestead site and is believed to date to the 19th century (Fugate and Burden 20 12). While other older trees may remain , they 

have not been individually identified or surveyed. No historic planting plans or designs have been found for the golf course, 

nor any historic site photographs indicating the historic character of the golf courses. However, numerous areas of mature 
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plantings are evident, and include trees such as large oaks, pines, and red maples arranged to form screens between and define 

edges of the different fairways . There are two clusters of pines at the former Applewood !st tee which may be original 

plantings. An allee of mixed deciduous canopy trees, mostly red maple, frames the southern section of Zimborski Avenue. 

More recent tree plantings are ornamental , and include weeping willow, Yoshino cherry, eastern redbud , and Bradford ca llery 

pear; shrubs such as nandina, azalea, and forsythia ; and bulbs such as daffodils. A few small ornamental memorial trees post

date the construction of the golf course. There are railroad-tie edged planting beds near many of the tee areas, with bulbs and 

small ornamental flowering trees and shrubs planted in them. 

Bermuda grass is closely trimmed on the putting greens at each hole, while different grass types are used at the tees (kept in 

short irrigated turf), on the fairways (in slightly longer grass that does not appear to be irrigated), and in the rough , where a 

mixture of taller grasses and forbs is maintained. This is typical of golf courses, and similar to the mowing and maintenance of 

the Fort Meade golf course turf apparent on historic aerial photographs from the 1930s- I 940s. 

Small-scale f eatures 

Small-scale landscape features and furnishings are part of the character of a golf course. The numerous small-scale features at 

the golf course include benches, furnishings , signs, ball washers, drinking fountains, and tee area markers . It appears that all 

were added after 1970, with most from the 1980s and 1990s (J. Ladebush, personal communication 2012). Memorial markers 

have been placed at some locations throughout the golf course, mostly in planting beds or at the foot of trees. South of the 

clubhouse near the former Parks 1st hole (now disused) stands a concrete monument with a plaque inscribed to General Floyd 

Parks, after whom the course was named. 

Spatial organization 

The spatial organization of the existing holes remains similar to their condition in the 1950s, although the order of play and the 

numbering and naming of the holes were changed multiple times, especially after 2005 when the golf course was reduced and 

holes removed . Each hole is made up of several standard elements, including a teeing ground, fairway , and putting green. 

These vary in form ; some tee areas include bench seating, ornamental planting beds, and furnishings , while some fairways and 

putting greens are flanked by bunkers (sand traps). The individual holes retain varying degrees of integrity to the c. 1955 

layout, described in detail in the sections that follow. 

Applewood golf course 
Part of today' s Applewood course existed as a 9-hole course prior to 1938, and possibly as early as 1935. The designer is 

unknown, as are details of its construction and character, except what can be gleaned from period aerial photographs and 

installation maps. The course was expanded to 18 holes, with the expansion designed in 1947 by William F. Gordon, a well

known golf course architect with a practice in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. Additional changes occurred circa 1955 with the 
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addition of the 18-hole Course B (later known as Parks), designed by George Cobb. Surviving plan drawings and photographs 

provide minimal information about the golf course landscape character during the l 930s- l 950s, and lack any indications of the 

designers ' intentions. No depictions of the planting design or details showing furnishings were found . 

The 1938 golf course stood in the southwestern quadrant of what is now the golf course area, while Gordon 's 1947 drawing of 

the Applewood golf course shows 18 holes with a par of 71 . By 1955, the Applewood extended to Cooper Avenue on the east 

and Mapes Road on the south, with widely-spaced holes straddling Midway Branch. As of 1955, play along the Applewood 

began at hole 1 just east of the clubhouse, and was played across Midway Branch with an oblique angle to the right. Today, this 

hole is no longer extant due to post-2005 development. However, the grading at the tees and some mature pines framing the 

former fairway southeast of the clubhouse appear to date to the 1950s. The current Applewood hole I was added south of the 

clubhouse during post-2005 alterations . 

A driving range (labeled "practice" on the c. 1955 plan) appears to be present on the 1938 aerial , but the 1947 drawing shows a 

par 2 hole in this location, so it was likely used in play but later redesignated as a driving range or practice green ; it served in a 

similar form until the 1990s, when this area was reconfigured to increase the driving range area. It has been removed due to 

post-2005 development. 

Added in 1947, Applewood 's 2nd and 3rd holes were southeast of the clubhouse near the southern boundary (Mapes Road) of 

the course. Both were played straight across Midway Branch . The 4th hole was along the west side of Cooper A venue, played 

northward with an oblique angle to the left. Today, the original Applewood holes 2, 3, 4 are no longer extant due to post-2005 

development. 

Applewood holes 5 and 6 were located east of Midway Branch by 1955, both with an oblique angle to the right. As with all 

holes east of Midway Branch, these were removed due to post-2005 development. 

The Applewood 7th and 8th holes were extant by 1941 ; in the c. 1955 order of play, they led to the west across Midway 

Branch. The Applewood 7th hole was played straight to the north and was the longest on the course in the mid- I 950s, at 529 

yards . As shown on the 1947 Gordon plan, Applewood 9th fairway straddled Midway Branch and was played with an oblique 

angle to the left; both the tee and the hole were to the west of the waterway. Today, this hole is no longer extant due to post-

2005 development. None of these holes exist today, having been demolished to accommodate post-2005 development. 

On the c. 1955 plan, Applewood hole I 0 was located between the clubhouse and east of Taylor Avenue, and was played 

straight. A relatively short hole similar to the existing appears to have been present in 1938 at this location, based on historic 

aerials. Currently, this hole is known as Applewood 2. Like most other holes, it has a typical seating area composed of 
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elements added in the 1990s, such as a bench, a small planting bed near the tee, and a typical granite sign indicating the hole 

number. There is also a memorial plaque at the seating area. 

Shown on the Gordon plan in 1947, Applewood hole 11 was played straight and to the north across Taylor Avenue. By c. 1955 

the fairway and green appeared to have been modified, and was played with an oblique angle to the right. Currently, this hole is 

known as Parks 11 and retains the same angle as it had c. 1955. Similarly, Applewood hole 12 was played to the south, and 

crossed back over Taylor Avenue; on the 1947 plan it has an oblique angle to the right. As shown by c. 1955, the fairway had a 

slightly more acute angle which remains today. This is currently the Parks course 12th hole. 

At the location of what is now Applewood's 13th hole, the 1938 aerial shows a hole east of Zimborski Avenue. As shown on 

the 194 7 plan, this hole was played south, with an oblique angle to the right. A connector road between Zimborski and Taylor 

Avenues was added in 1979, crossing the fairway south of the tee. This hole is still present as Parks hole 13 . Applewood hole 

14, west of Zimborski Avenue, was also present in 1938. Like Applewood hole 13 , it was played south, with an oblique angle 

to the right. It exists in the same location, now as Parks hole 17, but has been altered, including the reversal of the direction of 

play (it is currently played to the north with an oblique angle to the left). 

Applewood hole 15 , on the north side of Mapes Road east of Zimborski Avenue, was present in 1938. It continues to be played 

straight to the north . Currently, it is Applewood hole 9. Applewood hole 16, played straight and to the northeast, retains the 

same configuration and is known as Parks hole 18. 

Present in 1938 along the eastern side of Taylor Avenue, the c. 1955 Applewood hole 17 was played with an oblique angle to 

the right. It exists in the same location and is currently known as Applewood hole 7. Likewise developed on the alignment of a 

1938 hole, the c. 1955 Applewood hole 18 was angled northward from Mapes Avenue toward the clubhouse, ending near the 

first tee . Today, this hole is no longer extant due to post-2005 development. 

A few years after the completion of the Applewood course in 1950, the Parks course was added c. 1955 . This new course 

intertwined with the Applewood, co-opting some of its holes and adding others; it represented the addition of a complete, 

second 18-hole par-72 course with little expansion of the overall land area of the golf course. Although many of the 

Applewood course holes and order of play remained similar, holes 6, 7, 8, 9, 1 1, and 13 were relocated or altered in the 

process . 

Parks golf course 
The c. 1955 drawing by George W. Cobb titled " B Course Addition" is the most complete plan that shows both the Applewood 

and Parks courses. The addition of the Parks course c. 1955 appears to have been built as depicted by Cobb; the construction 

also included the addition of nine rain shelters, and possibly other furnishings and structures, but historical documentation of 
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such features is lacking. The Cobb plan of the Parks (''B") course shows a number of challenges including fairways with 

various angles and lengths, as well as bunkers (sand traps) . Midway Branch appears to have functioned as the sole water hazard 

on both courses. The Parks course ' s longest hole, number 2, was 580 yards with a par 5, while the shortest, number 17, was 

only 13 5 yards long with a par 3. The total yardage for the Parks course was 6,540, compared to the c. 194 7 18-hole 

Applewood ' s yardage of3 ,244 . The Parks course was a par 72, while the Applewood course was a par 71 . 

In 1955, the Parks course began east of the clubhouse. Parks hole I was played straight eastward, intersected by Midway 

Branch near the tee. As with all holes east of Midway Branch, the original Parks I is now missing due to post-2005 

development. As designed c. 1955, Parks' 2nd and 3rd holes were played northward with oblique angles to the right, working 

around the 8th hole of the Applewood course. Parks hole 2 had been built as part of the 1947 Gordon plan for Applewood, and 

was the course's longest at 580 yards with a par 5; it was incorporated into the Parks course c. 1955 . Both of these holes 

remained in a similar configuration through the 1980s. The circa-1955 Parks hole 2, which was east of Midway Branch, is now 

missing. Parks hole 3 remains, and has been renumbered Parks 2 . 

Parks hole 4 on the c. 1955 plan was played to the west with an oblique angle to the left. The layout of this hole has changed 

little, but it is now known as Parks hole 3. Parks hole 5 had a straight fairway c. 1955 and was played to the east, as it is today. 

It is currently known as the Parks course's 4th hole. The Parks course turned eastward at its 6th hole, which had a straight 

fairway. The fairway appears to have been lengthened since the 1950s, and it is currently known as Parks hole 5. In the c. 1955 

Cobb plan, Parks hole 7 was played southeastward and had an oblique angle to the right. It is now called Parks hole 6. 

What is now Parks hole 7 originally appeared on the Gordon plan of 1947 as part of the Applewood course, with a straight 

fairway bisected by Taylor Avenue. It remained in this configuration after being made the 8th hole of the Parks course c. 1955, 

and is currently known as Parks hole 7. 

ln c. 1955, Parks hole 9 had an oblique angle to the right, and was wedged between the Applewood's 9th and 11th holes . It has 

changed little, but is now known as Parks hole 8. Golfers then moved west of the clubhouse and Applewood I 0 to reach the 

teeing area of the Parks course I 0th hole, which had a stra ight fairway. It remains in the same configuration and retains the 

same name and number. 

The Parks course continued west of Zimborski Avenue with holes 11-16. In the c. 1955 Cobb design , the Parks course 11th 

hole had a straight fairway, and was played to the north . Parks ' 12th hole was played to the southwest with an oblique angle to 

the left. Parks hole 13 had a straight fairway when it was designed c. 1955. All three holes retains their 1950s configurations 

today, although they have recently (since 2009) been redesignated as part of the Applewood course (holes 3-5). 
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Parks holes 14, 15 and 16 are located west ofZimborski Avenue and north of Mapes Road. Holes 14 and 16 both had an 

oblique angle to the right, while Parks hole 15 had an oblique angle to the left. All of these holes remain in the same 

configuration as shown on the c. 1955 Cobb plan, and have the same numbering and order of play. 

The Parks course 17th hole, with a straight fairway, was the shortest on the course at only 135 yards, wedged between the 

Applewood's 15th and 17th holes along Mapes Avenue. It has been lengthened and is currently known as Applewood hole 8. 

Located east of Taylor A venue, the Parks 18th hole was present in 193 8, with a straight fairway ; it is now missing due to post-

2005 development. The Parks course ended near the clubhouse. 

HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY 

Fort George G . Meade has served as an important Army installation since it was established as Camp Meade in 1917 in 

response to World War I military needs . The federal government eventually bought out numerous landowners and brought in 

both military and civilian personnel to construct and man the camp. Along with dozens of their neighbors, William T. Downs 

and Summerfield Disney sold their farms to the federal government in 1919. The Downs farmstead included houses and 

outbuildings, as well as the family cemetery which contains the graves of ancestors William and Mary A. Downs ( 1790-1883 

and 1803-1875, respectively) (HOR and E2M 2010). The Downs farm had been in the family since before the Civil War and 

was noted on historic maps (Anne Arundel County Courthouse, Conveyance Records WNW 16: 191 ). The Downs house, which 

became the Fort Meade Sergeant Major 's House when the installation was established, was demolished in 1992 (Fugate and 

Burden 2012). 

The initial construction at Camp Meade included barracks, a hospital complex, headquarters, warehouses, and remount depot. 

During World War I, troops were trained and mobilized at Fort Meade. A 1918 map shows temporary war period buildings 

along Zimborski and Taylor Avenues in the vicinity of what would later become the golf course, including the 79th divi s ion 

headquarters (Fugate and Burden 2012, 23-33). After the end of the war, the Army began purchasing the leased land and in 

1928, Fort Meade became a permanent installation . It served as a demobilization center after the war, and during the interwar 

years, served a variety of purposes related to training. The tank training school at Fort Meade was under the command of 

Brigadier General Samuel Rockenbach; Dwight D. Eisenhower and George Patton were both under his command (U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, ICRMP 2006, 79-85). 

During the late 1920s, Congress authorized improvements for permanent installations. Architects designed a campus at Fort 

Meade that included family housing, troop support buildings, and general administration buildings. Landscape architecture 

became an important part of post planning, including design of new recreational facilities (U .S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

ICRMP 2006, 79-85). In anticipation of World War II , increased construction efforts added several hundred buildings, both 

temporary and permanent. The installation's boundaries expanded to encompass more than 6,000 acres . During the war, Fort 

Meade was used for troop mobilization, and in 1943 it was designated a Troop Replacement Depot, processing 1.4 million 



Continuation Sheet No. 11 
AA-34 - \ 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

AA-'34-1 

soldiers; it also served as a prisoner of war camp. Then, at the end of World War II, Fort Meade became a demobilization 

center once again (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ICRMP 2006, 79-85). 

In 1947, the United States Second Army Command moved to Fort Meade. In 1950, Fort Meade began processing soldiers for 

the Korean War; the installation remained important to the Army throughout the Cold War, becoming headquarters to the 

National Security Agency. During this period, building infrastructure increased, although without a master plan and without 

consistency in style. To support the post-war expansion of housing, administration, intelligence, educational , and other 

facilities , major improvements were made to recreational features, including the go lf courses (HOR and E2M 20 I 0). 

Golf was being played at Fort Meade well before World War II, although details about the extent of the installation ' s golf 

facilities are elusive. The World War I-era barracks and facilities in the current golf course area were removed in the 1930s, but 

Zimborski and Taylor Avenues, built to serve these facilities , remained ( 1938 aerial photograph ; Fugate and Burden 201 2, 22-

23). The first known mention of golf at Fort Meade was in 1935, when a Washington Post article noted that "A golf tournament 

of considerable interest was held last Sunday when several officers on duty at Third Corps Area in Baltimore played some of 

the officers on duty at headquarters here at Fort Meade" (Washington Post 1935). A 9-hole golf course is evident on a 1938 

aerial photograph, covering the area just north of Mapes Road and spreading across Zimborski and Taylor Avenues . These 

holes appear to be of standard design , with straight, mown fairways, sand bunkers, tees, and graded, close-cropped putting 

greens. A parking lot and building are evident at the clubhouse area (1938 aerial photograph), but details are elusive. A few 

years later, in 1941 , this area is labeled as a go lf course on an installation map, surrounded by the fort ' s main tactical drill 

ground (Baltimore American 1941). 

The William T. Downs house, located on a knoll within what would become the golf course, was one of the only pre-military 

buildings to survive the Army acquisition of the land. It remained in use as the Post Sergeant Major' s residence during World 

War I and was located within parade grounds between two groups of temporary barracks (Fugate and Burden 2012, 33-39). It 

was demolished in the early 1990s. A strikingly similar-looking building south of the Downs farmhouse, constructed at an 

unknown date, was used as the golf course clubhouse until its demolition in 1993 (photographs from Golf Course Manager's 

office). See attached historical images. 

In 1947, golf course designer William F. Gordon drew up plans for an expansion of the existing 9-hole course to 18 holes , 

extending it to the north and east across Midway Branch to Cooper Avenue (Gordon 1947). The original 9 holes were retained 

and incorporated into Gordon ' s layout plan. While it is unclear whether a planting plan was part of Gordon's scope of work at 

Fort Meade, it appears that designed plantings were added throughout the course, possibly as part of the 1950s expansion and 

renovation. 
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The next major change occurred circa 1955. General Floyd Parks ( 1896-1959), namesake of the Parks course, had a long and 

distinguished military career. A golf enthusiast and skilled player, Parks won the All Army Golf Championship in 1949. From 

1953-1956, he served as Commanding General at Fort Meade, playing at the course frequently . Under his leadership, 

substantial changes to the installation's golf course occurred, including the addition of the " B" course that would later bear his 

name. George W. Cobb, a well-known golf course designer, was engaged to integrate the 18-hole, par 72 "B" course expansion 

into the existing Applewood course. Although Cobb 's surviving design drawing is undated, an April 17, 1955 Washington Post 

column noted that "The service course is being remodeled and Gen. Floyd L. Parks, Second Army Commander, is inviting 

some of this section's professionals to lunch and a preview of the revamped Fort Meade course June 1 O" (Fitzgerald 1955). It is 

conjectured that this refers to the Cobb design, based on available evidence. 

Because of Fort Meade 's import to the military and proximity to Washington, DC, its go lf courses were used by notable 

persons, perhaps the most famous of whom was President Dwight D. Eisenhower ( 1890-1969). Eisenhower had served at Fort 

Meade early in his career and later played golf there with General Parks. For all the players-famous or not, officers or enlisted 

men-the golf courses continued to be an important recreational facility throughout the 1960s and 1970s, with many 

tournaments played on the property. A 1973 Fort Meade guide noted that the golf courses were open daily throughout the year 

until dark. "Two 18-hole go lf courses are located north of Mapes Road off of Taylor Avenue .... The Applewood and Floyd L. 

Parks Golf Courses are maintained primarily to provide recreation for the military personnel stationed at Fort Meade .... 

Personnel utilizing this faci li ty must pay an annual , monthly, or daily green fee . Guests may also utilize the golf course 

facilities in accordance with existing regulations. A driving range, lessons by golf professionals, golf club storage, golf cart 

rental, locker room accommodations, and a golf professional merchandise shop are available for participants" (For/ Meade: 

Unofficial Directory and Guide 1973, 20). 

The layout and general character of the courses remained similar through the l 960s- l 990s, with a few modifications. For 

example, because of the improvements in golf equipment that allowed longer drives, several holes were lengthened . An 

irrigation system was installed in 1960 and improved in the mid-1970s (Directorate of Facilities Engineering 1960, 1979). In 

1975, a few concrete cart paths were added between holes and tees, indicating golf cart use had become common; later these 

were paved over in asphalt as the path system was expanded (Directorate of Public Works 1975). The 1950s rain shelters were 

replaced in 1979 (Directorate of Facilities Engineering 1979). The 1990s saw more modifications to modernize the course 

facilities, including replacement of various furnishings, addition of drinking fountains and a system of sign age, demolition of 

the clubhouse and associated buildings, construction of the new clubhouse and kiosk, reconfiguration of the clubhouse parking 

area, addition of a system of asphalt-paved cart paths throughout the course, and construction of a new driving range (no longer 

extant, this was in the area now covered by the DMA facility). 

However, the most dramatic changes since the 1950s completion of the Parks course have occurred more recently. Due to 2005 

Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) project development activities, the go lf course area was reduced by nearly one-fourth, 
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from roughly 480 to 370 acres. The number of holes was reduced from 36 to 27, making the Applewood a 9-hole course while 

the Parks was reconfigured to remain an 18-hole course. All ofthe holes east of Midway Branch were eliminated, as well as 

those in the southeastern quadrant of the course (south of the clubhouse and east of Taylor Avenue). The driving range was 

also removed. In recent years, the order of play on both courses has been re-routed, and the holes renumbered to preserve the 

flow of the game despite ongoing construction activities around the periphery. 

ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPERTY 

Evaluation of Significance 

Areas of Significance: Entertainment/Recreation, Landscape Architecture, Military 

Architect/Builder: William F. Gordon, George W. Cobb, and Others (Unknown) 

The Fort Meade golf course was evaluated for potential significance under Criteria A, B, and C. Under Criterion C, in the area 

of landscape architecture, the courses were considered as possible examples of the work of two master golf course designers . 

The golf course existed by 1935, although the designer is unknown ; the expansion of the original 9-hole course into the 18-hole 

Applewood course was designed in 1947, followed by the addition of the Parks course c. 1955. 

It is recommended that the Applewood and Parks Golf Courses be considered not eligible for inclusion in the National Register 

of Historic Places, based on this evaluation which identified that sufficient information is lacking to support its significance. ln 

addition, based on comparative analysis of the available historical sources, the loss of potentially historic fab ric in recent years 

has substantially diminished the property's historic integrity. 

Criterion A 

The golf courses were considered for potential significance under Criterion A, in the area of military history, for their 

association with the development of Fort Meade as a permanent Army installation in the I 920s- I 940s. The go lf courses do not 

appear to be directly associated with events at Fort Meade that made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history 

during this time. 

A general historic context that applies to the Fort Meade golf courses is the planning and development of military installations. 

An existing context identified for Fort Meade facilities previously eva luated for National Register eligibility was the National 

Historic Context for Department of Defense Installations, 1790-1940 (Goodwin 1995). 

By the 1890s, in order to improve the health and morale of the enlisted men, recreational features of various kinds began to be 

included in camp and installation design, but this practice became far more common after World War I. According to contexts 

described in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Technical Guideline Guidelines for Documenting and Evaluating Historic 

Military landscapes: An Integrated landscape Approach, " In the I 920s-l 940s, designers, both civilian and military, 
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redesigned many installations in an effort to improve appearance and efficiency of Army bases" (Loechl et al, 23) . A wave of 

permanent installations designed and constructed prior to the start of U .S. involvement in World War ll ensured that 

recreational facilities became standard fixtures of most Army installations. The military recreational development noted above 

coincided with an increasing national interest in the sport of golf. Golf courses were often constructed as part of military 

recreation facilities as the game increased in popularity. As of2011, the Army maintained and operated 54 golf courses around 

the world as part of this program, including Fort Meade (U.S. Army Morale, Welfare and Recreation Division). 

Many military golf courses, such as the one at Fort Belvoir, were constructed in the 1930s. Golf was played at Fort Meade by 

1935 ; the Applewood and Parks golf courses were expanded and completed during the post-World War II build-up of the 

installation to support Cold War-era mission objectives. The addition of these recreational facilities at Fort Meade reflected the 

installation ' s importance to national security and the military in the early Cold War, since they took place even as the post

World War II reduction of facilities was occurring at other installations. 

Goodwin notes that "athletic facilities generally do not possess individual historic sign ificance, but can be contributing features 

to an historic district. The athletic facilities on military installations often are functional structures without significant historica l 

associations. Selected examples may be architecturally significant for their design or construction or may have developed into 

symbols of an installation or service branch" (Goodwin 1995, 2:240). This evaluation is corroborated by guidance from the 

U.S. Army Corps Technical Guideline on historic military installation landscapes, which notes that the relationship of the 

historic landscape to military mission is a distinguishing characteristic and a key consideration when evaluating significance 

(Loechl et al , 10 and 16). As recreation facilities , golf courses are only indirectly related to mission; within the context of 

World War II and Cold War military development, recreational features are rarely considered significant on their own, 

although they may contribute as part of a larger district (Loech l et al , 37). 

The Fort Meade golf courses were not directly related to the mission of the installation, do not lie within a cohesive historic 

district, and lack exceptional distinguishing characteristics that would set them apart as particularly significant among the many 

military golf courses from the same time period. In addition , they have been heavily altered over the years and almost all of the 

historic buildings have been removed and/or replaced. The resource has lost integrity. 

Criterion B 

The Parks and Applewood golf courses were evaluated for potential significance under Criterion 8 , association with 

individuals important in American history. The courses have been associated, in a limited way, with several persons significant 

in American history. However, the known associations of the Applewood and Parks courses with important persons in U.S. 

history are not strong enough to rise to the level of significance needed to support listing of the property under Criterion B. 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower, as General and Pres ident, occasionally played golf on the Fort Meade courses, although he was not 

involved in shaping the landscape nor was his life and career significantly influenced by it. The significance derived from 

association with Eisenhower is therefore minimal and is unlikely to warrant eligibility under Criterion B. 

Major General Floyd L. Parks, who served as Commanding General at Fort Meade from 1953 to 1956, was an avid champion 

golfer. The development of the course later named for him occurred under his command, and he regularly played golf on both 

the Applewood and Parks golf courses. He often golfed with Eisenhower, and once scored a hole-in-one while playing with 

him ("Eisenhower Watches Companion Score a Hole in One," New York Times 1957). Some sources credit the Applewood 

golf course design to Major General Robert B. McClure, a former Commander at Fort Ord in California, but this connection 

has not been substantiated (HDR and E2M 2010). Since the precise nature of Parks and McClure 's influence on the design of 

the Fort Meade courses is unknown, eligibility under Criterion Bis not justified based on their association with the property. 

Notable golf course designers William F. Gordon and George W. Cobb were also involved in the design of the courses. The 

only connection of these designers to the courses is through one design drawing attributed to each man. No other personal 

connection to the property is known to exist for either Gordon or Cobb. Therefore, significance related to these designers is 

addressed in Criterion C below. 

Criterion C 

The Fort Meade golf courses were evaluated together as a work of significant landscape architecture. However, ava ilable 

historical information does not depict the presence of a distinctive designed landscape character for the Fort Meade courses 

historically. ln addition, the existing course has lost nearly all potentially historic buildings and structures as well as more than 

one-fourth of the course's land area including 9 holes, and numerous modem features have been added, resulting in a loss of 

integrity. 

In the area of Landscape Architecture, golf courses and golf course design in the United States encompasses hundreds of 

designed courses across the country, most constructed over the span of the last century. Within this context, nothing has been 

found to indicate that the golf courses at Fort Meade represent an exceptional example of golf course design . Within the design 

of golf courses on military installations, as mentioned above, Goodwin notes that there is not typically anything distinctive 

about military courses that would set them apart from a typical civilian golf course of the same era in terms of design 

(Goodwin 1995, 2:239). 

Notable golf course designers were, however, involved in their development of the Fort Meade courses, including William F. 

Gordon and George W. Cobb. Gordon and Cobb were both respected nationally as masters of the craft of go lf course design . 

Each had a signature style, and many of their courses exist today to represent their design work. However, no Gordon or Cobb 

designed courses have yet been listed in the National Register of Historic Places (HOR and E2M 2010). While it is possible 
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that a golf course designed by Gordon or Cobb could be eligible for listing under Criterion C, the Fort Meade courses appear to 

be neither a representative nor exceptional example of either designer's work. Although the golf courses were designed in part 

by these master designers, available evidence does not indicate that this particular design merits listing in the National Register 

of Historic Places under Criterion C. 

Neither Gordon's 1947 plan for an expansion of the existing Fort Meade golf course, nor Cobb's c. 1955 plan for the Parks 

(''B") course addition, appears to be of notable importance when considered within either designer's existing body of work 

(HOR and E2M 20 I 0). Gordon designed many courses far more intricate than his 9-hole addition to the Applewood course; 

for example, nationally recognized courses such as Goose Creek (Leesburg, Virginia) and Buena Vista (Buena, New Jersey) 

bear his name as designer. George W. Cobb's course design at the Augusta National Golf Club is an exceptional and nationally 

recognized example of his work (HOR and E2M 2010). 

It is unknown who the original designer of the Fort Meade course is, although it appears to have been in use as early as 1935 . 

The 1947 Gordon plan of the Applewood course shows a layout of 18 holes, including the existing 9 holes and 9 additional 

proposed holes. It includes notations of teeing areas, fairways, putting greens, existing roads and building footprints . The plan 

does not show plantings, details, furnishings, or the hazards that were Gordon 's hallmark as a designer. 

Some sources credit the Applewood golf course design to Major General Robert B. McClure, a former Commander at Fort Ord 

in California. McClure is also credited with designing the Bayonet golf course at Pebble Beach in California. The Bayonet 

course, designed in 1954 and named for the 7th Infantry Division, was designed, in part, to accommodate General McClure ' s 

left-handed slice (Bayonet and Black Horse). McClure was said to have designed courses to complement his golf game; it is of 

interest that several of the holes in the Applewood golf course veer to the left (HOR and E2M 20 I 0). 

William F. Gordon ( 1893-1974), a native of Rhode Island, served in the U.S. Navy during World War I. After the war, he 

became a salesman for a seed company, eventually working as superintendent of the golf course construction division of 

Carters Tested Seeds . During his tenure with this company, he constructed courses for golf course architects Willie Park, Jr., 

Leonard Macomber, Donald Ross, and Devereux Emmet. Gordon continued his work with golf and golf course design and 

construction during the 1920s and 1930s with the firm of Toomey and Flynn, and founded the Pennsylvania Public Golfers 

Association. Jn 1941 , Gordon started his own company which worked on military installations, constructing golf courses for 

architects Donald Ross and J.B. McGovern; he later began designing his own golf courses as well (HDR and E2M 20 I 0) . 

Gordon was a charter member and served as president of the American Society of Golf Course Architects (ASGCA website). 

Golf courses designed by Gordon include Bensalem Country Club and the Bucks County Country Club in Pennsylvania, the 

Goose Creek Golf Club in Virginia, the Maryland Golf and Country Clubs in Maryland, and the Medford Village Resort and 

Country Club in New Jersey. Gordon's courses were (and still are) well-known. A travel guide notes about the Hawk Valley 

Golf Club in Denver, Permsylvania, that " Anyone who has played a course designed by William Gordon will recognize the 
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architect's complex green designs and will be anticipating the extra challenges (Hawk Valley has more than 50 strategic traps) 

that are his signature" (Odesser-Torpey 2006, 211 ). This element of Gordon 's signature style is not evident in his extension of 

the Applewood course. 

Although Cobb's plan for integration of the new Parks ("B") course into the existing Applewood included holes, shelters, 

hazards, and a driving range, his legacy as a golf course architect includes more intricate courses. At Fort Meade, Cobb 

managed to weave the two golf courses together so that the flow of one course did not disrupt the other, but a course built on a 

new location (rather than integrated into an existing course) would likely be a better representation of his work (HOR and E2M 

2010). 

George W. Cobb ( 1914- 1986) took up golf as a young man and earned a landscape architecture degree at the University of 

Georgia in 1937. In 1941, he joined the U.S. Marine Corps and immediately went to work building a golf course for Camp 

Lejeune, North Carolina with the help of golf course architect Fred Findlay. By 1946, Cobb was designing his own courses, 

such as the Cherry Point, North Carolina Marine Corps Air Station golf course. Ten years later, after a second stint, he left the 

military and began designing golf courses in his own private practice in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. He served as a des ign 

consultant for the Augusta National Golf Club, designing their 9-hole course. Cobb collaborated with champion golfer Bobby 

Jones on a book, Golf is My Game. He also spearheaded the development of the Green Valley Country Club and surrounding 

housing development in Greenville, North Carolina, where he later relocated to continue his landscape architecture practice. He 

designed over a hundred golf courses in his lifetime, including the Sea Marsh Course at Hilton Head Island (1961), and the 

Myrtlewood Golf Club Pines Course in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina (1966) (Fin ley 1999). 

Criterion D 

The Parks and Applewood golf courses have not yielded, and are unlikely to yield , information important in history or 

prehistory. One archeological site, the Downs family farmstead and cemetery, was separately evaluated and identified as not 

eligible in a separate study (Fugate and Burden 2012). Therefore, the golf courses were not evaluated for significance under 

Criterion D. 

Period of significance 

Period: 1900-1999 

Specific Dates: 1935-38, 1947, 1955 

Boundary description 

The Applewood and Parks golf courses are located at Fort George G. Meade in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. The go lf 

course property, for purposes of this DOE, encompasses the area of the combined Applewood and Parks golf courses circa 

1955. The boundaries are shown on the attached map. 
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The Applewood and Parks golf courses have been altered since the period of significance. The Fort Meade golf courses no 

longer retain their historic character to the degree necessary to convey significance. There have been substantial course layout 

realignments and changes to the course as built circa 1955. The demolition of the 1950s clubhouse and auxiliary buildings and 

the addition of a new clubhouse and parking area were among other modifications made in 1993-1994. Since 2005, the 

majority of new alterations have resulted from mission-driven development that has occurred in the vicinity, including the 

demolition of sections of the golf course to make way for new building complexes. Following is a summary assessment of 

integrity by aspect: 

Location: Integrity of location is diminished. The remaining portions of Applewood and Parks golf courses retain their integrity 

of location at Fort Meade. However, the areas east of Midway Branch and south of the clubhouse have been completely 

demolished and built over, substantially diminishing the overall integrity of location for the property. 

Setting: Integrity of setting is diminished. The golf course still lies within Fort George G. Meade, surrounded by the military 

installation, the same land use context it has had since its origin. Many of the views from the course of the setting to the north , 

east, and south are blocked by vegetation that was planted or retained around the periphery of the golf course as part of its 

design . However, the character of the golf course's setting has changed substantially, especially to the east and south. The 

amount of space devoted to the golf courses has been dramatically reduced, and highly visible administrative complexes are 

now present east of the clubhouse just across Midway Branch and southeast of the clubhouse. Construction on the west side of 

the golf course has also altered the setting. 

Feeling: Integrity of feeling is diminished due to many alterations over time. The reorganized order of play, including the loss 

of one-fourth of the holes, affects the feeling of the course for players. Modem features are evident throughout the golf course, 

including extensive views to adjacent development; buildings such as the clubhouse and most of the maintenance facilities, rain 

shelters and other structures; parking lots and cart paths; and a variety of furnishings and signage. 

Design: The integrity of design appears to have been lost with the reduction and reconfiguration of both courses, and the 

removal and replacement of buildings, since 1990. While some areas have remained relatively unchanged over time, such as 

the Parks holes 14, 15, and 16 in the southwest comer of the property, the current courses overall would likely be difficult for 

someone familiar with the property in the 1950s to recognize. Some holes have been eliminated, and some have been 

lengthened, reworking the teeing area and fairway. In a few cases, such as Parks hole 17, the hole and putting green have also 

been relocated. The flow of the game has been altered so that the holes are not played in the same order, and some have even 

been moved from one course to the other. The original clubhouse and other buildings are no longer extant, and large, recently 

constructed buildings visibly encroach on what was once open golf course land. 
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Materials: Buildings and structures that were present when the golf courses were constructed were mostly demolished in the 

I 990s-2000s. Modem buildings have also been constructed. In terms of the landscape, some plantings and grading related to 

the golf course appear to remain from the original designs . However, a lack of grading plans and planting plans make this 

difficult to confirm. 

Workmanship: Insufficient documentation was found regarding historic workmanship to evaluate this aspect of integrity. 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
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Corps of Engineers. Drawing on file at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. 
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1922 Terrain Map, Fort George G. Meade and Vicinity. Washington, D.C. 
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1925 Meade Nat ional Forest, Maryland. Map on file at Fort George G. Meade Museum. 
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I . Boundary Map (Laurel USGS quad, 7 .5 topographic series, scale I :24,000). [Annotation on final submittal will 

include MIHP number.} 

2. Aerial photograph of golf course, 2012 (annotated by AECOM) 

Photographs 

Black and White Photographs, taken March 19-20, 2012: 

I . Former Applewood I st hole, view east from tee (now disused) . Terracing still visible ; view across Midway Creek was 

alignment of green, now infringed on by parking lot. 

2. General Parks commemorative marker. 

3. East (front) fa~ade of 1963 Quonset hut at maintenance complex (Facility No. 8890). 

4 . Row of mature oaks, view to south from Applewood 6th tee vicinity; possible 1940s planting. 

5. View to north along maintenance road (Zimborski Avenue). Note rain shelter (installed 1970s) on left; row of mixed 

mature trees, including maples and elms, may date to early golf course period . 

6. Restroom building c. 1950s, east fa~ade with door, north fa~ade with roof overhang. 

7. Golf course landscape: view south from the road to the maintenance complex, looking across putting green at Parks 

10th hole. 

8. Parks 14th hole, fairway with trees. 

9. Parks 5th tee, looking toward hole from tee area - view is to the southeast. 

J 0. Parks 4th putting green and hole, note Rockenbach Road in background. View north from Parks 5th tee vicinity. 

11 . View to east. Former wood footbridge over Midway Branch, near Parks 9th tee, new development in background . 

This was one of the bridges used on the Applewood course when it crossed the creek. 

12. Parks !st hole and putting green, view from rough along Midway Branch; the Parks 7th green is visible uphill in the 

background. 

13 . View of north side of wood vehicular bridge over Midway Branch, near current Parks I st hole. Date of construction 

unknown. 

14. Looking south from Parks 9th tee, view of Midway Branch on left, 1994 clubhouse on right, Parks 9th hole in center . 

DISA complex parking lot is visible to far right. 

Historical Maps, Photographs, and Drawings 

I. Circa 1930s photograph of2-story building labeled as go lf course clubhouse. (Ft. Meade Museum) 

2. 1938 aerial photograph showing 9-hole golf course (c ircled) . (Fort Meade GIS) 

3. Installation map from "How to Find Your Way About Fort Meade." (Baltimore American, March 2, 1941) 

4. 1943 aerial photograph showing 9-hole golf course (circled) . (Fort Meade GIS) 

5. Gordon layout plan for addition to existing go lf facilities, 1947. (Fort Meade DPW) 
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6. Circa 1954 installation map. (Fort Meade DPW) 

7. Cobb "Course B" plan, circa 1955 . (Fort Meade DPW) 

AA-ol.4-l 

8. 1950s photograph of clubhouse from golf course manager's office. (Golf Course Manager's Office) 

9. 1991 photograph ofDowns family farmhouse before demolition. (Fugate and Burden 2012) 

10. 1993 photograph of golf course clubhouse before demolition . (Golf Course Manager's Office) 

11. Maintenance area Quonset hut drawing, 1963. (Fort Meade DPW) 

12. Course map, circa 2009. (Fort Meade Golf Course) 

Additional Materials 

Color Digital Photographs, March 19-20, 2012 : 

I . Grove of mature trees, view from east side towards the Applewood 2nd hole. (AA-34_ 2012-03-19 _O I .tit) 

2. Applewood 2nd hole vicinity, with cart path and bunkers. (AA-34_2012-03-19 _02.tit) 

3. View down green from tee towards the Applewood 3rd hole. (AA-34_2012-03-19 _03 .tit) 

4 . Applewood 3rd hole, sand bunker (putting green in upper right). (AA-34_2012-03-19 _04.tit) 

5. View toward Applewood 4th hole from upper teeing area. (AA-34_2012-03-19 _05 .tit) 

6. Applewood 5th hole and putting green . (AA-34_20 12-03-19_06.tit) 

7. Row of mature oaks seen from Applewood 6th tee vicinity. (AA-34_2012-03-19 _07.tit) 

8. Sand bunker at Parks 18th hole; note some trees are mature plantings while others are more recent. Cart path to left. 

(AA-34_2012-0 -19_08 .tit) 

9. Parks 18th tee, view to development; note mature group of evergreen trees demarcating boundary with Applewood 

course. (AA-34_2012-03-19_09.tit) 

I 0. View from Parks 18th tee vicinity across Parks 17th hole towards adjacent complex on hill to west. (AA-34_ 2012-03-

19 _ l O.tit) 

11 . Parks 17th view down fairway from former tee box (direction was reversed so tee is now on south end). (AA-

34_2012-03-19 _11.tit) 

12. Applewood 8th and 9th tee area planting bed and signs. Note memorial marker. (AA-34_2012-03-19_ 12.tit) 

13 . Entrance sign from Applewood 8th hole vicinity . (AA-34_2012-03-19_13 .tit) 

14. Parks 81
h hole view from clubhouse parking area. (AA-34_2012-03-19_ 14.tif) 

15. Clubhouse front (west) fa~ade from parking lot. (AA-34_2012-03-19 _ J 5.tit) 

16 . View across Parks 8th and 9th holes towards adjacent DISA complex. (AA-34_201 2-03-19_ 16.tif) 

17. Parks 9th tee, view to Midway Branch on left, clubhouse on right, Parks 9th hole in center. (AA-34_2012-03-

19 _ 17.tit) 

18. Gazebo (c. 1994) at Parks 1st tee area. (AA-34_2012-03-19_ 18.tit) 

19. Evergreen tree row screening between Parks 1st and 8th holes, from rough along Midway Branch near Parks I st hole . 

(AA-34_2012-03-19 _ 19.tit) 



Continuation Sheet No. 27 
AA-34 - \ 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

AA -34-1 

20. Parks I st hole and footbridge. DISA development visible in background . (AA-34_ 2012-03-19 _ 20 .tif) 

21. Parks 2nd hole, view from tee area toward hole; comer of Rockenbach Road visible in distance. (AA-34_2012-03-

19 _2 J.tif) 

22. Another wood footbridge near Parks 2 green crossing Midway Branch. This and the other bridges are disused , since 

no course remains on east side of the waterway. (AA-34_2012-03-19_22.tit) 

23. Northernmost footbridge over Midway Branch - appears to have been modified for cart use, but is now disused. (AA-

34_2012-03-19 _23 .tit) 

24. Parks 3rd and 4th holes with view to radio tower at northwest comer of course. (AA-34_2012-03-19 _24.t if) 

25 . Parks 3rd hole, Rockenbach Road in background. (AA-34_2012-03-19_25 .tif) 

26. Bench and tree near Parks 5th tee - note rain shelter back in woods. (AA-34_ 2012-03-19 _ 26.tif) 

27. Parks 6th hole, view down green from tee area. (AA-34_2012-03-19_27.tif) 

28 . Rain shelter in woods adjacent to Parks 5th and 6th holes. (AA-34_2012-03-19 _28.tif) 

29. View down hill from Parks 6th lower tee towards angle in fairway . (AA-34_2012-03-19_29.tif) 

30. Parks 17th hole: view from putting green back toward tee; water tower is visible in distance to the south across Mapes 

Road. (AA-34_2012-03-19_30.tif) 

31. Rain shelter, general landscape view from Zimborski Avenue in vicinity of Parks 15, 16, and 17. (AA-34_2012-03-

19 _31.tif) 

32. View along Zimborski Avenue from near maintenance complex. (AA-34_ 2012-03-20 _0 I .tit) 

33. View from near Parks 3rd tee towards DISA parking lot across Midway Branch. (AA-34_2012-03-20_02.tit) 

34. Restroom building (c. 1950s), south face. Building was moved from original location. (AA-34_2012-03-20_03 .tit) 

35. Maintenance road near Parks 7th tee area. (AA-34_20 12-03-20_04.tit) 

36. Parks 16th hole-view from putting green back along fairway to the north . (AA-34_2012-03-20_05.tit) 

37. View down fairway from Parks 15th hole upper tee area. (AA-34_2012-03-20_06.tif) 

38. Parks 15th hole and green area. (AA-34_2012-03-20_07.tit) 

39. Parks 16th hole tee area furnishings : sign, tee marker, planting bed, drinking fountain , rain shelter. (AA-34_ 2012-03-

20 _08.tit) 

40. Site of former golf course clubhouse (demol ished 1993) - now the parking lot adjacent to the 1994 clubhouse. The 

DMA complex is visible in the background. (AA-34_2012-03-20_09) 

41. View to clubhouse from DISA south parking lot across Midway Branch. This area once was Applewood I st and Parks 

!st holes . (AA-34_2012-03-20_ 10) 
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Fort Meade Golf Course 

Applewood Course 

Parks Course 

2. Aerial photograph of golf course, 2012 (annotated by AECOM). 

April 26, 2012 
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_IF YOU HAVE brothers, fathers, uncles, sons or cousins the lower right hanrl corner of the map, the One Hua--
•t Fon Meade ind plan to visit 'em you'II do well to ·clip dred and Seventy-fifth Infantry (th&t, you know, used to 
out this map, tuck it in your pocket and refer to it the be the Fifth Maryland) just a little above the One Hun-
next time you II? visiting at the army camp. It shows dred and Fourth 11nd the One Hundred and Tenth Field 
you the location of every unit assigned to Fort Meade Artiilery, from Pikesville, up near the top center. The 
and how to reach each section of the vast military "estab- big 11p11ce designated by the letter "A" is the 17!llin drill 
lishment. Of the three prin,cipal Baltimore unitl the One ground w1iile the sraces lettered from "B" to "H" 11re 
Hundred and Fourth Medical Regiment will be found in · 11maller driII field~ for the v11riou11 units , 

3. Lnstallation map from " How to Find Your Way About Fort Meade." (Baltimore American, March 2, 1941 ) 

April 26, 2012 



AA -'34-1 

Maryland Historical Trust Detennination of Eligibi lity Form, Applewood and Parks Golf Courses 

April 26, 2012 



Maryland Historical Trust Detennination of Eligibi lity Form, Applewood and Parks Golf Courses 

1947 

WILLIAM F. GORDON 

GoLr CouR.St AFlcHITfCT 

OoVLE'STOWN ' PA . 

CHRD 

0uT· 325:S IN · :S244 
TOTAL · 6497 PAR 71 

"-'---------_L_- - -

5. Gordon layout plan for addition to exist ing golf faci li ties, 1947. (Fort Meade DPW) 
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6. Circa 1954 installation map. Golf course is visib le on left side of map. (Fort Meade DPW) 
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7. Cobb "Course B" plan , circa 1955, showing both APplewood and Parks course layouts. (Fort Meade DPW) 

April 26, 2012 
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8. 1950s photograph of clubhouse from golf course manager 's office. 

9. 1991 photograph of Downs family farmhouse before demolition . (Fugate and Burden, 2012) 

April 26, 2012 



AA-34-/ 

Maryland Histori cal Trust Determination of Eligibility Fom1, Applewood and Parks Golf Courses 

I 0. 1993 photograph of golf course clubhouse before demolition, from golf course manager 's office. 

April 26, 2012 
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11. Maintenance area Quonset hut drawing, 1963 . (Fort Meade DPW) 

April 26, 2012 
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12. Course map. circa 2009. (Fort Meade Golf Course) 

April 26, 2012 
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I. Circa 1930s photograph of 2-story building, label ed as go lf course clubhouse . (Ft. Meade Museum) 

2. 1938 aerial photograph showing 9-hole golf course (circled). (Fort Meade GIS) 

April 26, 2012 
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Additional Materials 

Digital Photo Log-Applewood and Parks Golf Courses, Fort George G. Meade, Anne Arundel County, 

Maryland 

Photographer: Adriane Truluck, AECOM 

Date: March 19-20, 2012 

Stored on Kodak Gold Preservation DVD-R Archival Media as TIFF files 

File Name View Description Date Taken 
Direction 

AA-34 2012-03- w Grove of mature trees, probably historic, east of 2012 03 19 - -
19 01 putting green on Applewood 2nd hole. View from 

east side towards hole. 
AA-34 2012-03- N Applewood 2nd hole vicinity, showing cart path and 2012 03 19 - -
19 02 bunkers. 
AA-34 2012-03- N View down green from tee towards Applewood 3rd 2012 03 19 - -
19 03 hole. 
AA-34 2012-03- NE Applewood 3rd hole showing sand bunker at hole 2012 03 19 - -
19 04 (note putting green in upper right). 
AA-34 2012-03- w View toward hole from upper teeing area, 2012 03 19 - -
19 05 Applewood 4th hole. 
AA-34 2012-03- w Applewood 5th hole and putting green. 2012 03 19 - -
19 06 

AA-34 2012-03- s Row of mature oaks seen from Applewood 6th tee 2012 03 19 - -
19 07 vicinity. 
AA-34 2012-03- w Sand bunker at Parks 18th hole; note some trees are 2012 03 19 - -
19 08 mature plantings while others are more recent. Cart 

path is visible to left. 
AA-34 2012-03- SE Parks 18th tee area - view to development, note 2012 03 19 - -
19 09 mature group of evergreen trees demarcating 

boundary with Applewood 7th hole. 
AA-34 2012-03- w View from Parks 18th tee vicinity across Parks 17th 2012 03 19 - -
19 10 green towards security complex on hill to west. 
AA-34 2012-03- SE Parks 17th view down fairway from former tee box 2012 03 19 - -
19 11 (direction was reversed so tee is now on south end). 
AA-34 2012-03- N Applewood 8th and 9th tee area - planting bed and 2012 03 19 - -
19 12 signs. Note memorial marker. 
AA-34 2012-03- SE Entrance sign from App1ewood 8th hole vicinity. 2012 03 19 - -
19 13 
AA-34 2012-03- N Parks 8th hole, view from clubhouse parking lot. 2012 03 19 - -
19 14 
AA-34 2012-03- E Clubhouse front (W) far;ade from parking lot. 2012 03 19 - -
19 15 
AA-34 2012-03- E View across Parks 8th and 9th holes towards 2012 03 19 - -
19 16 adjacent building complex. 
AA-34 2012-03- s Parks 9th tee - view of Midway Creek on left, 2012 03 19 
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19 17 clubhouse on right, Parks 9th hole in center. 
AA-34 2012-03- w Gazebo ( c. 1994) at Parks I st tee area. 2012 03 19 - -
19 18 
AA-34 2012-03- s Evergreen tree row screening between Parks 1st and 2012 03 19 - -
19 19 Parks 8th holes, from rough along Midway Branch 

near Parks I st hole 
AA-34 2012-03- SE Parks I st hole and footbridge, development across 2012 03 19 - -
19 20 creek in background 
AA-34 2012-03- N Parks 2nd hole, view from tee area toward green, 2012 03 19 - -
19 21 corner of Rockenbach Road visible in distance 
AA-34 2012-03- NE Another wood footbridge near Parks 2nd green 2012 03 19 - -
19 22 crossing Midway Branch. Also disused, as all the 

bridges appear to be, since no course remains on east 
side of Midway Branch. Some of cart paths remain 
in undeveloped areas east of the stream - used now 
as jogging paths informally. 

AA-34 2012-03- E Northernmost footbridge over Midway Branch - 2012 03 19 - -
19 23 appears to have been modified for cart use, but is 

now disused . 
AA-34 2012-03- w Parks 3rd and 4th holes with view of radio tower in 2012 03 19 - -
19 24 background. 
AA-34 2012-03- N Parks 3rd hole, Rockenbach Road in background. 2012 03 19 - -
19 25 
AA-34 2012-03- E Bench, tree near Parks 5th tee - note rain shelter 2012 03 19 - -
19 26 back in woods. 
AA-34 2012-03- E Parks 6th hole, view down green from tee area. 2012 03 19 - -
19 27 -
AA-34 2012-03- N Rain shelter in woods adjacent to Parks 5th and 6th 2012 03 19 - -
19 28 holes. 
AA-34 2012-03- E View downhill from Parks 6th lower tee towards 2012 03 19 - -
19 29 angle in fairway. 
AA-34 2012-03- s Parks 17th hole view from putting green back 2012 03 19 - -
19 30 toward tee; water tower in distance across Mapes 

Road 
AA-34 2012-03- w Rain shelter, general landscape view from road in 2012 03 19 - - -
19 31 vicinity of Parks 15th-17th holes 
AA-34 2012-03- s View along Zimborski Avenue from near the 2012 03 20 - - -
20 01 maintenance complex. 
AA-34 2012-03- E View from near Parks 3rd tee box 2012 03 20 - -
20 02 
AA-34 2012-03- s Bathroom building near Parks 7th tee; was originally 2012 03 20 - -
20 03 built at Applewood 8th (original location, across 

creek), moved. North side of building. 
AA-34 2012-03- N Maintenance road near Parks 7th tee area 2012 03 20 - -
20 04 
AA-34 2012-03- NW Parks 16th view from hole along fairway 2012 03 20 - - -
20 05 
AA-34 2012-03- N View down fairway from Parks 15th upper tee box 2012 03 20 - -
20 06 

2 
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AA-34 2012-03- NE Parks 15th hole and green area 2012 03 20 - -
20 07 
AA-34 2012-03- SE Parks 16th tee area furnishings: sign, tee box marker, 2012 03 20 - -
20 08 planting bed, drinking fountain , rain shelter. None 

are historic. 
AA-34 2012-03- SW Site of former clubhouse - now parking lot. DMA 2012 03 20 - -
20 09 facility ( c.2011) visible in background. 
AA-34 2012-03- w View to clubhouse from DISA south parking lot 2012 03 20 - -
20 10 across Midway Creek. This area once had 

Applewood 1st and Parks I st greens on it at crossing 
of the creek. 

3 
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Fort Meade Golf Course 
MIHP number: AA-34 
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1. Boundary Map (Laurel USGS quad, 7 .5 topographic series, scale 1 :24,000). 

April 26, 2012 
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