
AA-34-2 

Fort George G. Meade; Barracks, Nicholson Hall, Trott Hall, 

Brett Hall, and Heard Hall; Buildings 4703, 4704, 4705, 4707 

and 4709 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Fort Meade Barracks #4703 , Nicholson Hall (#4704), 
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(#4709) 
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Property Name: Inventory Number: ~4-ooo 2:: ,c;d 

Address: Fort George G. Meade City: Odenton Zip Code: 20755 

County: Anne Arundel USGS Topographic Map: _O_d_e_n_to_n _____________ _ 

Owner: Department of Defense ls the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number: 
--- ---- ---------------

Project: ...::Hc::..o::..cu...::s_in__,,,g,_D_e_m_ol_it_io_n ______________ Agency Fort Meade 

Site visit by MHT Staff: _X_no __ yes Name: Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? __ yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

District Name: NR-listed district _yes Eligible district __ Yes ----------------
Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __ Yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer' s Recommendation : Eligible __ yes X no 

Criteria: xAxBXCxD Considerations: 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
Draft Cultural Resources Management Plan, Fort 
George G. Meade, Maryland (2000) 

A B c D E 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

F G None 

Unnamed barracks Building 4703 , Nicholson Hall (Building 4704), Trott Hall (Building 4705), Brett Hall 
(Building 4707), and Heard Hall (Building 4709), at Fort Meade, Maryland, are a complex of five 
buildings constructed in 1954 as transient housing quarters for personnel requiring short-term stays on 
Fort Meade, or who were changing duty assignments. Buildings 4703 and 4704 are two story buildings 
built according to Quartermaster Plan 25-06-27, while Buildings 4705, 4707, and 4709 are three stories 
tall and were built according to Quartermaster Plan 25-06-01/25-06-06. 

All of the buildings are flat roofed with a small ledge, and have concrete foundations and cinder block 
walls. The entrances on each of the five buildings building have flat overhangs. Each building has double 
metal doors in metal frames. All five of the buildings have plain wooden cornices. Gutters and 
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downspouts are varied, but there appears to be some original gutters in place (Building 4705) while other 
buildings have aluminum replacement gutters and downspouts. Each building has a small one story wing 
on a gable end that functions as the primary entrance. On buildings 4703 and 4704 the wing is one bay 
wide. On the remaining three buildings the entrance wing is a one and one half bay, offset "ell" that 
extends around the gable end corner. The secondary or rear entrances on Buildings 4705, 4707, and 4709 
are contained in an enclosed projecting staircase. The primary entrance wing on Building 4707 has been 
renovated and has a modern porch addition. 

Architecturally, all five buildings are very similar in style and appearance. Buildings 4703 and 4704 are 
nine bays long with unornamented concrete pi lasters separating each bay. A plain concrete band string 
course surrounds the buildings at each elevation. The windows within each bay appear to be the original 
metal sash and frame units with four panes of glass in each unit. Build ings 4703 and 4704 are 183' 9" long 
by 35' 10" wide. Buildings 4705, 4707 and 4709 are approximately 10,000 square feet larger than 
Buildings 4703 and 4704. These three buildings are 12 bays long, and the fenestration is irregular along 
the facades. 

The architecture of the five buildings is a very minimalist version of the Modern style. This style was 
prevalent in the U.S. from the 1950s through the 1970s, and borrowed many elements from Art Moderne, 
International, and Contemporary designs. However, only the most basic features of these architectural 
styles are represented in the barracks buildings. Art Moderne elements include the smooth wall surfaces, 
flat roofs with coping, and the stringer course. International style elements include the flush metal 
casement windows, and the Contemporary style is reflected in the low, front-facing gable entrances. 
Overall , however, the buildings are of simple design with little ornamentation or stylistic elements. 

The five barracks buildings were evaluated both individually and collectively for eligibility for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places. The buildings were evaluated under National Register Criteria A, 
B, C, and D, in the context of institutional housing in the Cold-War period. 

Under Criterion A, resources that are eligible must be "associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history." The Department of Defense has established criteria for 
evaluation for Cold War-era military facilities, as presented in "Thematic Study and Guidelines: 
Identification and Evaluation of Cold War Era Military-Industrial Historic Properties" (Lavin 1998). 
According to this study, a property with significance as a Cold War resource must have been specifically 
created in response to Soviet Union-related threats of that era, such a Nike missile silo constructed in 
response to the threat of Soviet intercontinental ballistic missiles. Specifically excluded are properties that 
"within the context of standard Army development would have occurred whether or not the Cold War had 
taken place" (Lavin 1998:3). Military housing constructed during the Cold War utilized a number of 
standardized Quartermaster plans, to provide for incoming troops. Although necessary for the base to 
function during the Cold War, the barracks themselves are not associated with any specific event of the 
Cold War. Military housing continues to be a vital part of the Nation ' s defense and is not related to any 
particular event. The transient housing was built during the Cold War, but only as a continuation of the 
ever-evolving needs of the Department of Defense, and not as a direct result of the Cold War conflict. In 
other words, the barracks represent the continuation of the long history of the U. S. Army to house 
soldiers on post, and would have been constructed whether or not the Cold War had taken place. 
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None of the buildings are associated with a historic event, military strategy, or specific armed conflict, 
and there is no known direct association of these buildings with national or local historic events. 
Therefore, the barracks buildings are not eligible under National Register Criterion A. 

None of the barracks buildings are directly related to any individual who has made a significant 
contribution to history. Therefore, none of the barracks buildings are National Register eligible under 
Criterion B. 

The buildings were also evaluated under Criterion C. In order to be eligible under Criterion C, the 
buildings must: " . .. embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction." The barracks are built from 
standardized Quartermaster plans, with few embellishments. The design, construction, and arrangement of 
the five buildings are typical of Army housing of the period. The buildings lack distinction and are not of 
high artistic value. The barracks buildings are nearly devoid of non-essential decoration or ornamentation, 
and their sterile and institutional design reflects their stark utilitarianism. As such, they are not good 
representations of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction. Although the 
barracks buildings maintain a high degree of integrity, they do not possess any unique or distinctive 
features, materials, or workmanship, nor are they the work of a master. 

The barracks buildings do not represent a significant or distinguishable entity, other than in their 
similarity to each other, and to numerous other public and private buildings constructed at that time that 
utilized very general features from Modem architectural styles . Therefore, the barracks buildings are not 
are not considered eligible under National Register Criterion C. 

The five buildings were evaluated under Criterion D, for their information potential. Potential information 
that the buildings might possess could relate to their method of design, construction, layout, or 
construction materials. As previously mentioned, the bui ldings were constructed under standardized plans 
and siting that were used nationwide, and were constructed using techniques and materials common from 
their construction date through today. Therefore, the buildings contain little significant information 
potential, and are not eligible under Criterion D. 

Finally, the barracks buildings were evaluated for their potential significance as a contributing resource to 
the previously identified Fort Meade Historic District. The construction date of the barracks buildings 
falls outside the Fort Meade Historic District's period of significance which ends in 1953 (Baltimore 
District 2001). Buildings 4703, 4704, 4705, 4707, and 4709 do not convey the historic feeling and 
association of the World War II and early Cold War eras, and are not contributing resource to the historic 
district. 
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