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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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USGS Quadrangle(s): Annapolis --------------------------
Property Owner: United States Navy Tax Account ID Number: 
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Agency Prepared By: The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Preparer's Name: Patti Kuhn Date Prepared: 6/30/2011 

Documentation is presented in: Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Addendum, Form, The Naval Hospital and Cemetery 
at the United States Naval Academy (MIHP No. AA-359) (Kuhn 20 I I ) . 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: X Eligibility recommended Etigibility not recommended 

Criteria: X A B X C D Considerations: A B C D E 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: United States Naval Academy 

Inventory Number: AA-359 Eligible: 
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Setting 

yes Listed: X yes 

Date: 
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The Naval Medical Clinic (NMCL) complex and the United States Naval Academy Cemetery are located the north side of Dorsey 
Creek, directly across from the United States Naval Academy (USNA) in Annapolis, Maryland. The Severn River creates the 
northeast boundary of the property. The complex sits atop a rise known as Hospital Point. Along the east boundary of the complex 
is Forrest Sherman Field, an athletic field for the USNA. A footbridge spans Dorsey Creek from between Alumni Hall and Nimitz 
Library on the south , providing pedestrian access to the complex and its adjacent athletic fields from the main campus of the 
USNA. The cemetery, south of the NMCL complex, stands on the southernmost tip of the property on top of the rise and continues 
on the downward slopes toward the creek. 

Description 

The Naval Academy Cemetery is located on a point known as Strawberry Hill that overlooks Dorsey Creek. The cemetery is 
situated on a hill and continues along the downward slope of the hill toward the creek. The cemetery is accessed by a system of 
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interlinking curvilinear roads that encircle the hill on its crest. The roads were in place by 1893. 

The picturesque location of the cemetery on the hill overlooking the Naval Academy and its system of curvilinear roads are 
reminiscent of the Rural Cemetery Movement of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The earliest marked graves in the 
cemetery list death dates as early as the 1850s, indicating that after the Navy purchased the land in 1868, those gravestones and 
possibly the remains were moved from other locations and reinterred in the cemetery (Duval 1945:938). 

The graves are arranged in rows oriented north-south. Gravestones for the most part are simple stone tablets or polished granite 
markers; however, some large obelisks are scattered among the gravestones. Small stone tablets, located on the bottom of the hill 
on the northeast side of the cemetery, mark the graves of premature infants who died at the hospital, many during the 1940s and 
1950s. Adjacent to the infant graves are 60 small , thin stone tablets, marking the graves of the victims of the USS Huron shipwreck 
in 1877. The victims were reinterred at the Naval Academy Cemetery after being buried on the beach near Cape Hatteras, North 
Carolina. 

On the southeast side of the cemetery is a large cenotaph, or memorial, for the USS Jeannette. The memorial is the largest structure 
in the cemetery and consists of a battered base of irregular-coursed granite. A marble cross with carved icicles sits atop the base. 
The memorial is dedicated to the men who perished during the USS Jeannette Arctic Exploring Expedition of 1879-1881 . The 
monument was designed by USNA professor Lt. George P. Colvocoresses and was erected in 1890 (Kiland and Howren 
2007: I 58). A large chest marker is located on the point of the cemetery, overlooking the Severn River. The marker is the grave of 
Cdr. William Barker Cushing. Cushing's grave is one of the largest and most elaborate in the cemetery and has the most prominent 
location owing to his distinction as a naval hero of the Civil War (Kiland and Howren 2007: 16 I) . 

Evaluation 

As described in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Property Form Addendum (MIHP No. AA-359) for the Naval Hospital and 
Naval Academy Cemetery (Kuhn 2011 ), the cemetery was established as early as 1869. 

The main campus of the USNA was listed as a National Historic Landmark (NHL) in 1961 for its architecture and its central role 
in the development of military education. In 1966 the USNA was designated a National Register historic district after enactment of 
the National Historic Preservation Act in that year. These districts share the same boundaries and include approximately 200 
buildings and structures that define the USNA 's character and sign ificance. The original nomination doe not contain a period of 
significance or a comprehensive list of contributing and non-contributing buildings in the district; however, many of the buildings 
in the NMCL complex have been determined contributing to the historic district since its original designation in 1961 /1966. These 
include Buildings 291 (hospital , 1942), 250 (main hospital , 1907), 251 (isolation ward, 1940), 252 (hospital NE ward, 1940), 253 
(utility plant 1907), and 29 1 (hospital , 1942). 

The Naval Academy Cemetery is recommended as a contributing resource to the USNA Historic District. The cemetery is 
associated with the development of the USNA campus and retains sufficient integrity to convey its association with the Naval 
Hospital and the USNA. 
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