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- BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.: B-1
AREA: cCathedral Hill f - MAGI NO.: 0400010308

Address: 401-409 Cathedral Street

i Current Name: Minor Basilica of the Assumption
| 4 of the Blessed Virgin Mary
o Block: 565 Lot: 1 Lot size: 180 ft. x 232 ft. |
Height: Materials: Granite, marble, copper
Condition: Good Owner: R.C. Archbishop ---- A
Use: Religious Accessible: ves, unrestrlcted __
Designation: NR, ECL 'L'.Lber/Folio. WG 137/662 ::-—rraay

Historic Name: Roman Catholic Cathedra:E of Baltimore —-+- -
Date: 1806-1821 .
Architect/Builder: Benjamin Latrobe, J.H.B. Latrobe and Eben Faxon (portico)

Style (if appropriate): Classical Revival. e R

Description: The basic plan of the church is cruciform with an elongated .
nave and apse. The walls are brick clad in ashlar granite and support a wood
dome with copper sheathing. The dome is topped by a simple cross. The
hexastyle portico, added in 1863, has Ionic columns. The large central door ‘is
flanked by two smaller doors and has a square window above to light the choir.
The windows at the sides of the nave are relatively small and set within blind
arches. Plain panels fill the wall space between the windows and cornice. - Two
sguare towers with arcaded belfries and onion domes are located on the west
end of the nave. These were added from 1831 to 1837. The apse is connected
by a covered walk to the Archbishop's Residence (B-131). The cathedral lot
is surrounded by an iron fence with Greek Revival gateposts at the west
entrance to the grounds. ‘This was designed by Robert Carv Lonc in 1841,
Enclosed in the grounds is the Sexton's House, 409 Cathedral Street, more
& »  recently the actual residence of the current Archbishop. This is a two-story
N ¥ brick structure also designed by Long and built in 1840. It has brick guoins
and arched first floor windows. The nro:]ectlna foyer may be a later addition.
Significance: Siwmiticanca:
Area: architecture, religion Level : national

The Basilica of the Assumption is the first Roman Catholic Cathedral
built in the United States and is considered one of the best examples of early
Classical Revival architecture in the nation. Because of its role in the history
of the Church, it was designated a Minor Basilica by Poe Pius XI in 1939.

il Sources: CHAP file; Baltimore Co-Cathedral, Cuyler, 1951.
Surveyor and Date: Janet Davis, April 1985




BASILICA OF THE AssumprIon  B-|

Cathedral Street between Franklin and Mulberry Streets
Architect: Benjamin H.B. Latrobe

1808-1821

The main part of this classical church was finished in 1818. The
porch, though part of Latrobe's disign, was not added until 1863. The
cathedral was lengthened and altered again in 1879 and 1890, again
according to Latrobe's original plan

"The massive walls of the Cathedral, of porphyritic granite, are
relieved only by a few judiciously placed windows of subtly varying sizes,
set in recessed arched panels." This creates the effect of a well-propor=-.
tioned group of geometric shapes that are carefully interrelated.

ARCHBISHOP'S RESIDENCE ©-)3}
408 North Charles Street
Architect: William F. Small
1830

This Greek Revival house was built specifically to house the
Archbishop of Baltimore and is connected to the Basilica of the Assumption.
Only the center section is original and the third floor of that may be an
addition as well, The door, fanlight, windows in shallow recesses and
entrance arch are original,

"The design is clean-cut and pure, with cool colors and fine pro-
portions, The hyphens and wings, and possibly the third floor of the main
building were added in 1865. Originally stucco and scored to resemble cut
stone, the house was covered with a concrete veneer (also resembling cut
stone) in the 1950's.

Dorsey, John and James D, Dilts. A Guide to Baltimore Architecture.
. (Cambridge, Maryland: Tidewater Publishers, 1973) pp. 33 and 36.
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MAG 8 OYpmo 14564
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR siltoilils:
{Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland

COUNTY:

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

Baltimore City-

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all enfnes - comp!ere apphcabfe secrwns)

[1. NAME ¢

COMMON:

0ld Roman Catholic Cathedral (Basilica of the Assumption)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Minor Basilica of the Assumptlon of the Blessed Virgin Mary
2. LOCATION : o T

STREET AND NUMBER:

401 Cathedral Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore City

STATE coDE |EOUNTY: CcoDE
Maryland 19 Baltimore City 510
[3. CLASSIFICATION : e s p R, T e LA
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS

TO THE PUBLIC

District [0 Building Xl Public [} |Public Acquisition: Occupied | Yes:
Site [0 Structure [ |Private X In Process {1 |Unoccupied 0 Restricied O
: Both (| Being Considered O Preservation work Unrestricted [X|
Object O in progress [ ] No: 0
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural ) Government O Park - E Transportation [[] Comments 3
Commercial [] Industrial [ Private Residence | Other (Specify) [
Educational [ - Military [J Religious Ve
Entertainment [ ] Museum (| Scientific -~ %5]
(4. OWNER OF PROPERTY _
OWNERS NAME: “
Trustees of the Roman Catholic Cathedral
[STREET AND NUMBER: -
401 Cathedral Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE =
Baltimore City Maryland 19 f}; >
[5."UOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION & €
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: ?
Land Record Office of the Superior Court of Baltimore Cityv g
STREET AND NUMBER: -

Room 610, Baltlmore Clty Court House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Baltimore City Maryland 19 |
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: . 98 acre ’ :‘.}.
[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS <
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Maryland Register of historic sites and landmarks

DATE OF SURVEY: Ma‘.{ 1969 Federal [X State (X County (]

Local (]
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Maryland Historical Trust

STREET AND NUMBER:

P. 0. Box 1704

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Annapolis Maryland 21404 19
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MHT B-1
[7. DESCRIPTION . = -— :
Chock O E
CONDITION S e P
Excellent fX] Good (] Fair [ Deteriorated [ ] Ruins [] Unexpesed [] t
. - - (Check One) (Check One) i e
. INTEGRITY 2 .
< Altered [ ] Unaltered (X Moved [] Original Site [§ e
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE vt
.'J} '.:. .
ll( 1 )* '_,';‘ :

"...North America's most beautiful church...,
says Nicholas Pevsner, noted architectural historian, 3;
and Henry-Russell Hitchcock has called the Basilica of

T

the Assumption, "one of the finest ecclesiastical monu-

ments of Romantic classicism."(z)*

The cruciform building is of porphyritic granite,
hauled by ox-cart from Ellicott City, Maryland. The
portico, composed of ten fluted columns and Tonic pedi-

SRt ey e iy

4
T
i
o

; ment, was added in 1863 and covers a large central door, i %;
: flanked by two smaller doors. On either side of the : ?;
portico is a bell tower, topped by an onion-shaped dome. _ E:

The bells within were manufactured in Marseilles, France, - E

S as was the clock in the southern tower. . (These towers n 3
fmi; were not part of Latrobe's design.) : i_
. W 5
Along the building's sides are a series of care- :i E"

fully placed stained-glass windows, set in recessed — ;

arched panels., "A dome on an octagonal gfum culminates ;; ;

the church, and one is conscious of a superbly successful - E

handling of the combination of the sphere and the cube."(B)* v 5
; . 3
* See #9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES E?
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INSTRUCTIONS
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MHT B-1 f

@.smuwuiﬁEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Celumbian D 16th Century O 18th Century [} 20th Century [ ] :

15th Century M 17th Century [] 19th Century K] il‘:
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1 8_06 (completed 1863) ]r
. AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) : !
Aberiginal _...% FEducafion— I ) _Paelitieal . __ [ Urbmjn f‘lanning - !,
Prehistoric D ) ) Engineering — Religinnfphi- Other fS{}er_’Hy) X i' ._.

Historic | tdustry - O] losophy > Architecture 83
Agriculture [ Invention | [] Science . a [: =

Art b Londscape’ Sculpture =3 E:i
Cemmerce M Architecture [} Sccial/Human- _t 5

Communications [ ] Literature M itarion O i"’ !

Conservation £l Military | Theater 3 ;-“l

Music a Transportation  [] :‘;.L,.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) E“"'

: : : . &)

The first Roman Catholic Cathedral built in the £

United States, the Basilica of the Assumption was de- T

signed by Benjamin H. Iatrobe. Construction was begun ;;3

: g5t

in 1806, on a lot acquired from Col. John Eager Howard, et

. i 4 PR

and added to from time to time until it was completed L

; &e, 74

in 1863. £3

In 1789, an Episcopal See had been established in
Baltimore and Reverend John Carroll elected the first fi
bishop, with a diocese covering thirteen states.

Bishop Carroll ordered the building of the Cathedral
and was consecrated Archbishop there in 1808. He is _
one of seven prelates (including James Cardinal Gibbons)
buried in the crypt beneath the archepiscopal throne.

In addition, ten Provincial and three Plenary
Councils have been held in the Basilica and thirty
bishops have been consecrated there. Because of its
unique role in the’history of the Church in America,
the Cathedral was elevated to the dignity of a minor
Basilica by Pope Pius XI in 1937.

e
e
iy

The archbishop's reéidence, which adjoins, was
designed and built in 1830 by William L. Small.
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MHT B-1
Ferm 10-300a UNITED STATES CEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE = e &
{Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY _
Baltimore City
INVERTORY - NOMINATION FORM

. . ; - ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Continuation Sheet) '

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Number all entrles)

5 _
01d Roman Catholic Cathedral
(Basilica of the Assumption)

46, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

“Historic American Building‘Survéy
‘January 1964
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C. Code: 08

#9. REFERENCES

‘3How1and, Richard Hubbard, and Elizabeth Patterson Spencer;
_ The Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimore: The Johns:
Hopkins Press, 1953), pp. 47-49. -

Ralns, Albert, and Laurance G. Henderson With Heritage So
Rich (New York: Random House, 1966) Plate 27,

Scharf, J. Thomas, Hlstory of Baltimore Clty and County,
Magxland (Baltlmore- pub. 1881), pp. 530-534.

Tand Record Offlce_of the Superior Court of Baltlmore City,
© Maryland. Iiber: WG 137 = Folio: 662.
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MAJOR BiBL IObQAPHICAL REFERENCES

Recorders: Romaine S. Somerv1
Catharine F. Black, Commi
Historic & Architectural
Baltimore, Naryland.

1Pevsner, Nikolaus, An Outline

MHT B-1

lle, Executive Secretary, and
ssion Member; Commission for
Preservation, 402 City Hall,

of European Architecture

Baltimore: Penguin Books,
2

1963), pp. 441.

Hitchcock, Henry-Russell, Architecture, 19th and 20th Centurieg

(Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1958), pp. 6.

[see continuation sheet]

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - '
LATITUCE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
T e T ——— n—————_— DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF & PROPERTY
; ] R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ] " - o » L) o . - o ' "
NE =] . ' - o ] "
-~ & 4 : 0 ; -| | N39 17 39.5| W76 36 59.2
SW -3 . - o ] -
LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: T coDE | counTy coDE
STATE: T " | cobe | counTy: CODE
STATE: e CODE | COUNTY: CoDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
11. FORM PREPARED BY.
NAME AND TITLE: i
Mrs. Preston Parlsh Keeper of the Maryland Register
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust June 16, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER: -
P, 0. Box 1704
CITY OR TOWN: - STATE E copE
Annapolis Maryland 21404 19
12. STATE LIAISON QFFICER CERTIFICATION - NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property _{or. inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of signi!'it‘ance of this nomination is:
State

& Local []

Name () J(au Iy Mﬁf}«f v

Orlando Ridout IV

National

Title State Liaison Officer
for Maryland
Date June 17, 1969

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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»  Form 10-30) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FEATE
(Dec. 1948) NATICNAL PARK SERVICE I‘Iaryland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES gl _
Baltimore City
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
[ - e (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRVYNEIE RN DATE
N -
o lcommon: O1d Roman Catholic Cathedral (Basilica of the Assumption)
. - ano/or HisToric: Minor Bas:Ll:Lca of the Assumptlon of the Blessed
- |2 LOCATION : P R e -/ Virgin Mary
H U STREET AND NUM BER:
s 401 Cathedral Street
K o CITY OR TOWN: .
o Baltimore City
5 kS STATE: COpE |COUNTY: coDE
- Maryland 119 Baltimore City 510
SOURCE:
8 - U.S.G.S. 7.5' quadrangle Baltimore East (Maryland)
w scare: 1324,000
w o eare 1953 S
- |4. REQUIREMENTS A P N ST T
= T'Cl BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
7 1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude ond longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR sTaTE g
: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryla.nd o
. NATIONAL.  GISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES f R . 5
Baltimore City
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY o
w (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ER R namaER oare | =
< NWWE T A S PR R e TR '
= jeommon:  01d Roman Catholic Cathedral (Basilica of the Assumption|)
- AND'OR HISTORIC: Mlnor Ba81llca of the kssumptlon of the Blessed
~ |2 LOCATION : PR D, ST ./ Virgin NBTY
U ETREET AND MUMBER:
401 Cathedral Street
: CITY OR TOWN: -
x Baltimore City
- STATE: CODE [COUNTY: ——
w Maryland Baltimore Cltz_ 510
- B. PHOTOREFERENCE = = = , = :
_ PHOTO CREDIT: Baltzmore, Maryland Dept. of Plannlng - Phil Slbley
DATE OF PHOTO: 1968
10 pecative Fieeo a: Commission for Historic & Architectural Preserva-
w tion, 402 Clty Hall Baltlmore, Manyland
o |4 IDENTIFICATION _
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTIQN E.‘I'C
Basilica of the Assumption at 401 Cathedral Street,
) exterior from the northwest.
B-1

This print went to

Natlon&l Reglster for s e £, TR e it g e SR e s
their files., There is ST o - g
. duplicate at MHT. AT —— L — -
See our files for 2l Bt St R "
similar photo.




SEE

2. North arrow. ) :f
3. Loatitude and longitude reference. ;-,“
. !‘3"
T,
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE :
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE s
: g
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES IR sl v
 PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY -
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) B A i RATE
[1. NAME- o A e, B R B R
comMon:  (01d Roman Catrolic Cathedral 3
AND/OR HISTORIC: "lror_Easll*ca of the Assumntion of the Blessed Virzin Mary
ISTREET AND NUMBER: 3
L0 Caihedra] StrEﬂt f

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

INSTRUCTIO R

e T R L
‘ HATITNEL RESINTER SFITSIONE PLsEES © county
PROPERTY MAP FORM . TR
(Type all entrics - atf-ach to or enclose with map) CNTRY NUMOER DATE
ll. HAME ol
|common: _ 01d Roman Catholic Cuthedral

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Minor Rasilica of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
[2. LOCATION e = L R

STREET AND NUM BER!

401 Cathedral Street

CITY OR TOWN:

_Baltimore

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Varvlend Baltimore City
[3. AP REFERENCE g AETE s o p—.
SOURCE: X
U.S.G.S. 73! quadrangle Baltimore East
ot _1:2),000
DATE: 1953

4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED OMN ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

ICITY OR TOWN: TR ———y

Baltimore

ISTATE . £ o : | cope |counTy: _ —

Mprland _ Baltimore City

B. PHOTO REFERENCE )

PHOTO CREOIT: maltimore Deot. of Planning - Phil Sibley

DATE OF PHOTO: 1068

NEGATIVE FILED AT:
Commission for Historic and Architectural Preqer«atlon

[4. IDENTIFICATION 402 City Hall; Baltimore, Marvland

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC, '

Basilica of the Assumption at 401 Cathedral St., exterior
from the northwest
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5 : NAT‘OHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES T o r o {;
g : PRy g INVI:NTORY NOM!NAITIOH FIURM . S [ ForNPs USE ONLY ,
. ‘ A S " Mo B el aonal W - vy ENTRY NUMBER DATE B
ool e (Type all entries - compfnra applicable sections) l
s b 5 - e — - 1 ¥
ll. HAME ST e i 4 e ] i % l; N
2 C OMMONS : i ' R - . = - ¥
wie L ;_ : g el ) - . ; = ;
Sa y o wd 01d Roman Cutholm Cnt"‘ dral : §ral ; ,
s M«u/on HISTORICH = S . ; S e e B H
,- TIJnor Ba s;Lca of *}"c ;‘-.ssumptlon' of tre Plessed' Virzin }.arv 1 L
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. STREET AND NUMBER] - . \ IR D ; i
T ¥ i & o it £ ¥ v oa _‘: ¥ 8 i " - e i i
LN . ' 1,01 Cathedral Street . % o R B - '.'
Ly .~ [erTvior Town E - N _ SEe P e e v
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o "_ \wﬂppd o T By __Bali T“LOI"C. (‘ ty .
po L. IBUCLASSIFICATION s ow i *rd e g h L e M R T 0
3 X CATEGORY . e £ ACCESSIBLE :
s . ; CRSHIP _ STATUS $
:_ g (Check One) . -OWN etk B s Al E TO THE PUBLIC o
=T z =
ot v District [ Building [X | Public _ [0 |Public Acquisition:” % |Occupled [} Yes: .= 3
Lag ) &) Site O Structure [ Private 21 . In Process " |Unoccupled O Restricted [ s
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-§» . |57 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION A Wi e R
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETCi . R .
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“ard Berord (ffics o“ the Simé“m VDuzﬂ' of Baltimore City § e L
- STREET AND Numar:m a ] PR = . i o 5 ek S
i e .. " = R "“ ﬂ: . & ‘.—-.'_ e LA o Lo —
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* CITY OR TOWN: & ~ el e U oa lsTave 3 CODE o v
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g ” Baltimore - A S N ‘arsrland = b
"“J APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRCPERTY: o8 4 2 '
[6.. REPRESENTATION N EXISTING SURVEYS - == : G i
- TITLE OF SURVEY: = & . T -, . l
“t . 1 ke il -_ L o o - P . 2 '. 1‘: P " ,;- -}
2y O a2 Historie Ameripan Building Survey:-! L :
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" soNorth America's most beautiful chubch...", (1)says

Nicholas Pevsner, noted architectural historian, and Henry-Russell
" Hitchcock has called the Basilica of the Assumption, "on?' S)f the
finest ecclesiastical momments of Romantic classicism". (2

The' cruciform building is of porphyritic granite, hauled
by ox-cart from Ellicott City, Maryland. The portico, ccmposed of
ten fluted columns and Ionic pediment, was added in 1863 and covers
a large central door, flanked by two smaller doors. On either side
of the portico is a bell tower, topped by an onion-shaped dome,

The beils within were manufactured in Marseilles, France, as was
the clock in the southern tower. (These towers were not part of
Latrobe's design.)

Along the building's sides are a series of carefully -
placed stained-glass windows, set in recessed arched paneis, "4
dome on an ocbagonal drum culminates the church, and one is conscious
of a superbly vuscessﬁll handling of the combination of the sphere
and the cube,” | : ;

1. Nikolaus Pevsner, An Outline of Eurovean Architeotura -(Bait:'more:

Penguin BOOkS, 19(35), P Il-i.llo

. . ‘ *
2. ' Henry-Russeil Hitchcock,, Architecture, Nineteenth and Twentisth
. Centuries (Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1958), p.b

3. Richard Hubbard Howiand and Eleanor Patterson Spencer, The
Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press,
1953)5 pod9 g _ : _
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P CTIONS

INST(
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[8. SIGNIFICANCE ' %
PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropeiate)
Pre-Columbion [J] 16th Century [ " 18th Century [ 20th Century [
15th Century )} 17th Century [] . 19th Century ) '

1805 (completed 1.883)

SPECIFIC DATES) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGHNIFICANCE (Check-One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol ‘Educo!‘i';m O Paolitical O Urban Plonning - O
Prehistoric O Engineering ‘D- Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic O Industry O losophy 4l

Agriculture O Invention 4 Sclence ()

Ant K] Landscope Sculpture g =)

. Commerce g Architecture [ Social/Human- ’

Communicotions [] Literoture 0O itorion (]

" Censerveotion O Military O Theater O

Music O Transportation []

ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Deates, Evants, Etc.)

The first Roman Catholic Cathedral built in the U.S.,
the Basilica of the Assumption was designed by Benjamin H, Latrobe.
Construction was begun in 1806, on a lot acquired from Col. John
EaueréHoward and added to from time to tms until it was completed
in 1863.

In 1789, an Episcopal See had been established in Baltimore
and Rev. John Carroll elected the first bishop, with a diocese cover-
ing thirteen states., Bishop Carroll ordered the building of the !
Cathedral and was congecrated Archbichop there in 1008, He is one
of seven prelates (inciuding James Cardinal Gibbons) buried in the
crypt beneath the archepiscopal throne.

In addition, ten Provincial and three Plenary Councils
have been heid in the Basilica and thirty bishops have been consecrated
there., Because of its unique role in the history of the Church in
America, the Cathedral was elevated to the dignity of a minor Bas:.l::.ca
by Pope Pius XI in 1937. . i
“The archbishop's residence, which ad;;o:ms, was d.esigned and
built in 1830 by William L. Small.
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l?th snd 20th Centur:es

‘of Baltimore (Baltimore: The

(Baltlmore. Penguin Books, 1958), p.b
Howland, Richard Hubbard and Elizabeth Fatterson Spencer, The Architecture
Johns Hopkins Press, 1953),
Pevsner, Nikolzus, An Cutline of Furopean Architecture

FP.L7-49.

(Baltlmore:

Penguin Bcoks, 1G63), p.4b4l.

Random House, 1966), Plate 27.

Rains, Albert and Laurance G. Hendekrson, With Heritege So Rich (New York:

Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Bzltimore City and County, Msrvland
(Baltlmore- rub, 1891T P. 530~ §3¢4
._}_Q _EEOGRAPHI("A[ DATA X =
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIMATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PHOPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER FOINT OF .A PRORERTY
A R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minules Seconds |Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees: Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Secends
NW o [ - o L3 L] o L - o . -
NE : @ L] - L-] » -
ot e« o« o v Ll 1W9 17 39.5| w76 36 59.2
Sw o L4 Ll -3 " L4
L1ST ALL STATCS ANG COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: cooE
STATED CODE | COUNTY: cooE
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‘11, FORM PREPARED BY T i G
NAME AND TITLE: Romaine S. Somerville, Executive Secretary
Catharine F, Black, Commission Member
ORGANIZATION ' DATE
& " la s . L] . y 5
Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation
STREET AND NUMBER; . q
402 City Hell
CITY OR TOwN: STATE COoDE
Baltimare _Marvland

12, STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

Ax thlc desipgnated State Liaison Officer for the ‘Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1266 (Public Law
B9-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nutionul Register and certify that it hus been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service., The recomnended
tevel of significunce of this nominution is:

National [ State [} Local [

Name

Title

Tt

1 hereby certifly that this property Is included in the

Nativnal Register.

Chiel, Office uf Archeology und Historic Preservation

.Date

ATTEST:

Keeopor of Tho Nativnal Reginter

3358

SHNOtTA o0 d L SR



ATT FEEE LIBEAEY

853.

ssumed an
of today.
to Mount
h fronted
sive to the
i since the
st th e
s Coo oy

This broad and gra-
cious avenue is Broad-
way as it looked in the
1850’s; then as now the
main thoroughfare of
Fell’s Point.

Looking north on Lib-
erty from Baltimore,
St. Paul’s rectory and
the Catholic Cathe-
dralin the background.
Stepping stones were
needed when a down-
pour flooded the street.

When it snowed the
hill on East Lexington
Street afforded fine
coasting. The old court
house is at the left. The
date is 1856.
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Archbishop Carroll

The Roman Catholic- Cathedral as Benjamin Latrobe designed it,

The Seed that Fell
into Good Ground

Bavtimore holds a unique place in the religious
history of the nation, appropriate to the chief city
of Maryland, where religious freedom in America had
its beginning.

Following the Revolution, the Pope appointed
Father John Carroll, a Marylander, Vicar General
of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States.
In 1789 Father Carroll became the first Roman
Catholic Bishop in this country. In 1808 the Baltimore
Cathedral, which he had planned, was elevated to
the rank of a metropolitan church and Dr. Carroll
was invested with the dignity of Archbishop. Thus
Baltimore became the birthplace of the Roman
Catholic hierarchy in this country.

Baltimore may claim also the country’s first
Methodist Bishop. December 27, 1784, Francis
Asbury was ordained in Lovely Lane Meeting
House. At the same conference the Methodist Church
in the United States was born.

Otterbein Church, on Conway Street near Sharp,
erected in 1784 and the oldest church edifice still
standing in the city, was named for Bishop Philip
William Otterbein, on whose teaching the Church
of the United Brethren in Christ was based.

In 1842, Baltimore saw the organization of Har
Sinai Congregation, first Jewish congregation founded
on Reform principles in the United States. This
group held its first regular services in 1843 in a
second-floor front room in the home of Moses Hutzler,
Exeter Street and Eastern Avenue (right).

completed in 1821. The present onton towers were added later

Otterbein Church
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Minor Basilica of the Assumption
401-409 Cathedral Street B-1
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet Davis

Date: August 1984

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
General view from southwest
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