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~ BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO . : B-1 

AREA: Cathedral Hill f . MAGI NO. : 0400010309 

Address: 401-409 Cathedral Street 
Current Name: Minor Basilica of the Assumption 

Block: 565 
Height: 

of the 
Lot: 1 

Condi ti on: Good 
Use : Religious 
Designation: NR, BCL 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
Lot size: 180 ft . x 232 ft . 
Materials: Granite , marhle; copper 
Owner: R.t. Archbishop·-·::· __ . - - ·. I 
Accessible: yes, unres-t;r-:i.;c:ted , 
Liber/Folio : WG 137/6§2- _. :._~, .-:- · '=''°' 

Historic Name: Roman C.atholic Cathedra.J: of Baltimor,e : .. :-.-:--r:.::. : ~ .-.-:---. --· 
Date: 1806-1821 . 

.. 

Architect/Builder: Benjamin Latrobe, J . ·H.B. Latrob.e .-c;t~d. i=::P.en Fa.xon (poz:tico) 
Style (if appropriate): Cla.ssical Revi:val . ·· - , :.. ·: c... . -. 

Description: The basic plan of the church is cruciform with an. elongated 
nave and apse . The walls are brick clad in ashlar granite and support a wood 
dome with copper sheathing . The dome is topped by a simple cross. The 
hexastyle portico, added in 1863, has Ionic colur:ms . The large central door -is 
flanked by two smaller doors and has a square window above to light the choi~. 
The windows at the sides of the nave are relatively small and set within blind 
arches . . Plain panels fill the wall space between the windows and cornice. Two 
square towers with arcaded belfries and onion domes are located on the west 
end of the nave . These were added from 1831 to 1837. The apse is connected 
by a covered walk to the Archbishop's Residence (B-131). The cathedral lot 
i s surrounded by an iron fence with Greek Revival gateposts at the ,._,est 
entrance to the grounds. ·This was designed by Robert Cary Long in 1841. 
Enclosed in the grounds is the Sexton's Ho~se, 409 Cathedral Street, more 
recently the actual residence of the cU?:"re~t Archbishop . This is a two-story 
brick structure also desi9ned by Long and built in 1840. It has brick quoins 
and arched first floor windows. The projeeting foyer may be a later addition . 
Significance: Si~I12.-£~~~~c ~ : 

Area : architecture, religion Level : nationq:-i-· 

The Basilica of the Assumption is the first Ronan Catholic Cathedral 
built in the United States and is considered one of the best examples of early 
Classical Revival architecture in the nation . Because of its role in the history 
of the Church , it was designated a Minor Basilica by Poe Pius XI in 1939 . 

Sources: CHAP file; Baltimore co-Cathedral, Cuy ler, 1951. 
Surveyor and Date: Janet Davis, April lg85 

...... 'Ir. 

I , 



BASILICA OF THE ASSUMPI'ION S - I 
Cathedral Street between Franklin and Mulberry Streets 
Architect : Benjamin H.B. Latrobe 
1808- 1821 

The main nart of this classical church was finished in 1818. The 
porch, though Pa.rt of Latrobe ' s disign, was not added until 1863 . The 
cathedral was lengthened and altered again in 1879 and 1890 , again 
according to Latrobe ' s original plan 

"The massive walls of the Cathedral , of porphyritic granite , are 
relieved only by a few judiciously placed windows of subtly varying sizes , 
set in recessed arched panels. " This creates the effect of a well -propor- .. 
tioned group of geometric shapes that are carefully interrelated. 

ARCHBISHOP' S RESIDENCE S-• 3 t 
408 North Charles Street 
Architect : William F. Small 
1830 

This Greek Revival house was built specifically to house the 
Archbishop of Baltimore and is connected to the Basilica of the Assumption. 
Only the center section is origi nal and the third floor of that may be an 
addition as well. The door, fanlight , windows in shallow recesses and 
entrance arch are origi nal . 

"The design is clean- cut and pure, with cool colors and fine pro­
portions . The hyphens and wings , and possibly the third floor of the main 
building were .added in 1865, Originally stucco and scored to resemble cut 
stone , the house was covered with a concrete veneer (also resembling cut 

) 
II 

stone in the 1950 ' s . 

Dorsey , John and James D. Di lts . A Guide to Baltimore Architecture . 
(Cambridge , Maryland : Tidewater Publishers, 1973) pp , 33 and 36 . 
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Form 10. 300 UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT'Of THE INTERIOR 
!>TATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PAR K !'.ERVICE Maryland 
COUNTY: ... 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Baltimore City. 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

l .. ENTRY NUMSER I DATE 
(Type all entries~ - complete applicable sections) I 

ll. ·"N).ME ·!.' ·:;~y~- ':y~.~::.~~- ·:.; :.::~~· ·::~: . .. ::·<;;:: ".~·:_ ..... . . ,'.-.' ::. , .... ;y_ .. :.;:,.::''"":: .. ~·\ ... . .>:: .. ... ._,... 
...... . ' :;:}f"·'"~ <'' • "":>''''·""'"";,._:""\·· :;: * ...... : : 1 •• 

· .. 
•.· · ..... :·· ···· : 

COMMON: 
Old Roman Catholic Cathedral (Basilica of the Assumption) 

ANDIOR HISTORIC: 
Minor Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

12.{ i.QCA TtON (: ' • ' .·. 
STREET ANC NUMBER: 

401 Cathedral Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

J .. ~ Baltimore City 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY: 1 CODE 

----·. Maryland I 19 I Baltimore City I 510 
f~, ..:., 

.. V'I 

.. : z ... 
~·-

0 -

': }-
} 

u , . 
' 

13. c'i .. ASSIFICATION ._ 
" 

, .. ::;:::,.,.,./ .. ~·":',. ,. ..... ~ .... / ,.,_-,., .. · .. """l . .. ; : , . .... . .. : . ··'·:': ·. . • . ... ~ 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

bi strict 0 Building Kl Pub.lie 0 Public Acqvisition: Occupied !KJ Yes: 

Site. 0 Structure 0 Pti vote ~ In P rocess 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 0 
Both 0 8.,ing Considered 0 Pr~servotion work Unrestricted ~ Object 0 in progress 0 No: 0 

PRESENT USE (Check One or M a re 8s Appropritlt<t) 

::::> , -
"'· 

Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 0 
' ~ Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private 'Residence 0 Othe r (Sp •c/ l y ) 0 

I- Educalional 0 Military 0 Religio us fXJ 
V'I E"tertoinment 0 Muse um 0 S c ientific - 0 

z 14. ·"OWNER OF PROPERTY .. • .. ,. " . . .. ... "' . .... .. .. ... 

·:;.. 
~ . ... --: 

O'NNERS NAME: 
Trustees of the Roman Catholic Cathedral .... w · STREET AND NUMBER: 

~r. 

::. ... UJ 401 Cathedral Street 
,. V'I 
~-
\; 

~ -. 
~i 
.;..:. 

"!1 
•. 

: 

CITY OR TOWN: I s T~~E~yland I CODE s: "' -I 

Baltimore City I 19 P> )> 

l-1 -I 

ls. ·:·t.'OtATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION « "' 
COURTHOUSE:'REG'1STRY OF DEEO°ii.'E TC: f-J 

P> 
Land Record Office of the Superior Court of 'R~.l ti mnT'i:i. r!-i +,v ::::s 

p. STREET ANO NUMSER: 
r. , Room 610 , Baltimo:re City Court House 
,,,. 
._, 

~-. , . ~ 
... 
... 
" 

CITY OR TO'l'IN: 'STATE I CODE n 

I 
t:rP-Baltimore City :Maryland 19 (')PJ ~ 

• 98 ..... f-J ... APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: acre c+~ 

j6;~.-.. ~EPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS · .. · ·.·· .. ,.., k 1-J· 
a TITLE OF SURVEY: 0 

Maryland Register of historic sites and landmarks ti 
'~ OATE OF SURVEY: May 1969 Federal rx State (Ji! County 0 Local 0 "' z DEPO>;ITORV FOR SURVEY RECORDS: -I .,, 

:II 

Maryland Historical Trust < 0 
;;, 

z z STREET ANO NUMBER: c \) ? 
P . o. Box 1704 Ill "' ,., c 

:II 
.,. 

CITY OR TOWN: 
rH;;~ryland I COOE ......... ......... m 

Annapol is 21404 I 1q 0 0 
z 

)> r 
-I -< Ill 

.. ·· ... . . .. . · 
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( C/1~ .:I< Ono) 

12: DESCRIPTIO N 

CONDIT ION 
Exnllent OCJ Good 0 Fa ir 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 

I 
(Check One) (Check Ono) 

INT EGRIT Y 
Altered 0 Unaltered DJ Moved 0 Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE P R E SENT AN O ORIG IN AL (If known~ PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"• •• North Ame;iica 's most beautiful church ••• , 11 <1 )* 

says Nicholas Pevsner , noted architectural historian , 

and Henry-Russell Hitchcock has called the Basilica of 
the Assumption , "one of the finest ecclesiastical monu­
ments of Romantic classicism . "( 2 )* 

The cruciform building is of porphyritic granite , 

hauled by ox-cart from Ellicott City, Maryland . The 

portico , composed of ten fluted columns and Ionic . pedi­
ment, was added in 1863 and covers a large central door, 

flanked by two smaller doors . On either side of the 
portico is a bell tower, toppe d by an onion-shaped dome . 

The bells within were manufactured in Marseilles , France, 
as was the clock in the southern tower . (These towers 

were not part of Latrobe's desigri .) 

Along the building's .::;ides .. are .. a . ~~.I_'ies of care­
fUlly placed stained-glass windows , set in recessed 
a;rched panels . 
the church , and 

handling of the 

"A dome on an octagonal drum culminates 
·-one is conscious of a superbly successful 

combination of the sph_ere and the cube ."( 3)* 

* See #9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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MHT B-1 

1a. SIGNIFICANCE 

PE F<IOO (Cl1e c k One o r M or e as Approprillte) 

Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century 0 18th Century 0 201h Century 0 
151h Cen1ury 0 17th CC!nt ury 0 19th Ce nt ury ~ 

sPEc1F1coA TECs> (lfApplicable and Xnown) 1806 ( completed 1 86 ~) 
AF< E AS O F SICN1 Fl c ANC E (Ch~cl< One or More bS A ppropriate) 

Abori9ino l • • . . ! Educotlon- . • Q .. _ -· .E'o.ILt.ical . -· 0 
Pre his totic 0 
Histotic 0 

Agricultur" 0 
Ar1 DD 
Commerce 0 
Comtnvn ic orions CJ 
Conse rvofion 0 

-

Engineering O Religion/Phi· 

Ind u stry 0 losophy rn 
l_nvention .. 0 : Sc ie nce . . . 0 
londscope

0 

SculpturC! 0 
Ard>ilecture 0 

litera t u re 0 
Militar y 0 
Music 0 

Sociol/ Hurnon· 

itorion 0 
Theater 0 
Tronsporto tion 0 

S T ATEM E NT OF S I GN IFIC ANCE (Include P e r sonages, Dates, Even t s , E tc.) 

U~bon Planning 0 . . 
Other (Specify) QI) 

Architecture 

The first Roman Catholic Cathedral built in the 

United States , the Basilica of the Assumption wa s de­
signed by Benjamin H. Latrobe . Construction was begun 
in 1806, on a lot acquired from Col . John Eager Howard , 
and added to from time to time until it was completed 

in 1863. 

In 1789, an Episcopal See had been established in 
Baltimore and Reverend John Carroll elected the firs t 

·-bishop , with a · diocese covering thirteen states . 

Bishop Carroll ordered the building of the Cathedral 
and was consecrated Archbishop there in 1808. He is 

one of seven prelates (including James Cardinal Gibbons.) 
buried in the crypt beneath the archepiscopal throne . 

In addition , ten Provincial and three Plenary 
Councils have been held in the Basilica and thirty 
bishops have been consecrated there . Because of its 
unique role in the history of the Church in America, 
the Cathedral was elevated to the dignity of a minor 
Basilica by Pope Pius XI in 1937. 

The archbishop ' s residence , which ad.joins , was 
designed and built in 1830 by William L. Small • 
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Form 10- 3000 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATE$ DEPARTMEN T OF THE INT ERIOR 
NATIONA.L PARK $ERVICE 

MHT B 1 
S T A.TE 

Maryland 
COU NTY NATIONAL REGISTER 0 F H1STOR IC PL ACES 

IHVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
Balt imore City 

FOR NPS USE ON LY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUMBE R I D A T E 

I 
(Num b <!1 o il en tr ies) 

·~ . 
Old Roman Catholic Cathedral ' . ' 

(Basilica or';. the Assumption) 
-, . . 

-
I #6 . REPRESENTATION IN ' EXISTING SURVEYS -

Historic American Building Survey 

· January 1964 
Library of Congress 
Washington, n·. C. 

#9 . REFERENCES 

. ·: 

Code : o'8 

' • ' 

. 

' 

I. 
-

, 

. . . . 

.. 3Howland, Richard Hubbard, and Elizabeth Patterson Spencer; 
The Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimore : The Johns · 
Hopkins Press , 1953) , pp . 47-49 ~ 

Rains , Albert , and Laurance G. Henderson, With Heritage So 
. Rich ·(New York : Random Rous~, 1966) , Flate 27 . 

Scharf , J. Thomas , History of Baltimore City and County, 
_ Maryland (Baltimore·: pub . 1~81), pp . 530-534 . . . 

. 

Land Record Offic.e of the Superior CoUrt of Baltimore City , 
Maryland. Liber: WG 137 Folio : 662 • 
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' MHT B-1 
---------------------- ------ -- --- - - ------ -9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPH ICAL REFERENCE S 

--~ - -------
Recorders : Romaine s. Somerville, Executive Secretary , and 

Catharine F. Black , Commission Member ; Commission for 
Historic & Architectural Preservation , 402 City Hall , 
Baltimore , Maryland . 

1 Pevsner , Nikolaus, An Outline of European Architecture 
Balt imore : Penguin Books , 1963) , pp . 441 . 

2Hitchcock , Henry-Russell, 'Architecture , 19th and 20th Centuri e~ 
(Baltimore : Penguin Books , 195~) , pp . 6 . 

- [see continuation sheetl 
lO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

.. 
LATI TUCE "ND LONGITU DE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANO LO NG I TUDE COORDINA TES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE: LOC AT ING THE PROPERTY 
0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERT Y 

R OF LESS THA_N <;>N_E ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrcu Minules Seconds Degrees Minules Seconds Degrees Minules Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . N39 17 39 . 5 W76 36 59 . 2 
SW 9 . 0 . . 

LrST ALL STATES AND COUNT IES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

ST ATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

ST ATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CO D E 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

·11. FORM PREPARED BY . 
. .. 

NAME ,_ND TITLE: .. 
Mrs . Preston Parish , Keeper of the Maryland Register 

ORGAN! ZATION 
tDATE 

Maryland Historical Trust June 16 ' 196< 
STREET. ANO NUM BE R: 

P . o. Box 1704 ' 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE ' CODE 

Annapolis Maryland 21404 19 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CE RTIFiCAitON · NATIONAL RE GIST ER VERIFICATION 

As the desig nated Swte Lia is on Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act o f !966 (Public Law 
I herebv cert ify that this property is included in the 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this property .fo~ inclusion Nat iona I Re&ister . 

in the National Re11.is1er and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

IE-vel of sig nificance of thii; no mination is: 
Chief, Office of A rcheo/ogy and Histori c Pre.~erv<it ion 

National OCJ State :--i 
'--' Local 0 

{) r} /!2J) c,~J: IV .1Ja.t1 ::_Ot.> 
Date , 

Name 

Or lando Ridout IV ATTj::ST: 

Title State Liaison Office r 
for Maryland 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date June 17 ! 1969 uate 
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MHT B-1 - - -·-.. F "'"' 10-301 UNITE D STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR ST A T E 

( C'~c. 1968) NATION AL PAR K SERVIC E Maryland ,___ ___ 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACE S 

COU NTY 

Baltimore City 
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entrie s - attach to or enclose with map) E N TR Y NUMBE R I D ATE 

I 
/1. :NAME -~·.·-./'··~ . ' •' .;.·· . ;. : .... · - ··: ;/ •' ' ; ·.·! 

;.;.·.• ._,.~ .· ... 

COMMON: Old Roman Catholic Cathedral (Basilica of the Assumption ) 
ANO I OR HISTOR I C: Minor Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed 

12. LOCATION :>. /' ':\:' .~--· I Virgin Marv , . . .. ;.;._ •'• : 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

401 Cathedral Street 
CITY OR T OWN: 

Baltimore City 
STATE: I CODE I COUNTY: I CODE 

Maryland I 19 I Baltimore City I 510 
13. MAP REFERENCE· ·.···- ·:. -:-.. :. >""~ .. ;:: .:'\:\ .. ''..'.>- :.~a .. !': - : ·}·:, . "' 

... -.. ... : · •, .. •. ._;.,; .-;·~~- .... ·--.. ,• •, ... ·., ·-; , 

SOURCE: 

u.s.G.s. 7 . 5 ' quadrangle Baltimore East (Maryland) 
SCAl.E: 1 : 24 , 000 
DATE: 1953 

14. REQUIREMENTS ...... .. . ·O..';:, )'''"'\ . . .. •·'· ... ··.· .... "! . " .. 

TO SE INCLUDED ON A l. L MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Lat itude and longitude reference. 
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U!'l lT t!.> Sr A TES DEPA RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NAT IONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL( GIST ER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type a ll entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

c o MMON : Old Roman Catholic 
ANo/ o R H1sToR 1c : Minor Basilica 

2~ ·. l,::O~A.J ION . 
STRE E T AND NUM9ER: 

Maryland 
( 

~Baltimore City 
•::OUNT' Y 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
-----.. -·--T'-----l 

E:NTRY N U M BER OATE 

tion) 

401 Cathedral Street 
·~------------~-------------------l CITY OR TOWN : 

Baltimore City 
STA TE: COUNTY: CODE 

Mar land Baltimore Cit 
···-... 

PHoTo cREDI r : Baltimore t. of Plannin - Phil Sible 
DATE OF P H OTO: 19 

E<>AT1ve:: FILEo AT: Commission for Historic & Architectural Preserva­
tion 402 Cit Hall Baltimore Mar land 

Basilica of the Assumption at 401 Cathedral Street, 
exterior from the northwest. 
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This print went to 
National Register for 
t~eir files. There is 

duplicate at lVIHT . 
See our files for 
similar photo. 
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UNITED sir ATE~ DEPARTME tn or TME INT ER IOR I NATIONAL PARK ~[R VICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR IC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type ail entries · Bltach to or enclose \yitli map) 

STA1" E 

COVNTY 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

CNTRY NVM!ICR I DAT E 

I 
QAME '· . .. , . -.'· .- , :,. 

I ... · c~o~ ... ~ ... ~o~•--1_,~~~-~-0-l-d....Ro.:narLS---~~r. _n_t_h_o_l_i_· _c_C_!J,:t:;h"--e:d:.:..r--=a--=1---_~_-_-_-_.:..._-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-~-l 
ANo'or- 11 1sToRi c: Vi nor 'RasDica o' the Assumr. tion of the Bles sed Virgin Mary 

12. LOCATI ON .. , ., , .. 
STR EET A NO NUM tJ(.R: 

1-----1.-1-1:...;.rYLJ::..a. th t>rl,.." 1 ~ t rei:>t 
CITY OR TOWN: 

n- 1 ._.;,,...,-~-
STATE: 

13. MAP REFE RENCE 
.. . . .: . ..•.. 
::···.. . .,::; ·: . ... . . -,. ~ . 

!>OURCE: 

I CODE I COUNTY: 

I I Baltimore City 
. :.:.:.<· .; ·:.,.,_. ·-.::· . ·,. .. y · · ·~· •• ··:··· .. : 

nuadrangle Baltimore East 
lsC A.I. E: 1 •?J. ('.(\() 

OATE: 

.. .. ... :)··.--:'-·:,:._'l} .. -::: ·"· .• -;::·:.· j4,,. REQUI REMENTS 
.. 
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11 • •• North America ' s most beautiful church • •• ", (l )says 
Nicholas Pevsner, noted architectural historian, and Henry-Russell 

- Hitchcock has called the Basilica of the Assumption, "on~. ~f the 
f:inest ecclesiastica.:L monuments of Romantic classicism11 .l~ J 

The' crucifonn buildmg is of porphyritic granite, hauled 
by ox- cart frcm Ellicott City, Maryland. The portico, composed of . 
ten fluted columns and Ionic ped:L11ent, was added :in 1863 and covers 
a large central door, flanked by two smaller doors. On e i t.h.er side 
of the portico is a bell tower, topped by an onion- shaped dome. 
~.'he bells within were rnanu.factured jn. Marseilles, France , as was 
t he clock in the southern tom~r. (These towers 1·rere not part of 
Latrobe's design. ) 

Along the building ' s sides are a series of carefully · 
placed stained-glass wi11d0ws, set i n recessed arched panels. "A 
dcme on an octagonal drv.m cu.1.mi.Tlates the church, and one is conscious 
of a superbly ~~qcessi'ul handling of the combination of the sphere 
and the cube •11 \ 3 ) . 

1. Nikolaus Pevsner, An Outline of European Architectura (Balt imore : 
Penguin Books, 196J), p. 441. 

2. Henry-Russell Hitchcock" Architecture , Nineteenth and. Twentieth 
Centuries (Baltimore : Penguin Books, 1958), p. 6 

J. Richard Hubbard Howland and El eanor Pat terson Spencer , 1'he 
Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimore : The Johns HopkinSfress, 
195.:S), J? · ~~9 
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Hi~loric: 0 Industry 0 loaophy 
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0 

U;bon Planning 

Other (Specify) 

The first Roman Catholic Cathedral built in the U.S., 
the Basilica of the Assumption was designed by oonjamin H. Latrobe. 
Construction Wd.S begun in 1806, on a l.ot acquired from Col. John 
Eager HO'l'iard, and added to from t1me to tllne until it was completed 
in 1863. 

0 
0 

In 1789, an Episcopal See had been established in Baltimore 
and Rev. John Carroll elected the first bishop, with a diocese cover-
ing thirteen states. Bishop Carroll ordered the building of· the ' 
Cathedral and was consec::.--ated .!'.i'chbiDhop there m 1808. He is one 
of seven prelates (inc.tuding James Cardinal Gibbons) buried in the 
crypt beneath the archepiscopal throne. 

In addition, te~· Pror..Jicial .and three Plenary Councils 
have been hei.d in the Basilica and thirty bishops have been consecrated 
there. Been.use of its unique role in the history of the Church in 
America, the Cathedral was elevated to the d:ig·nity of a minor Basilica 
by Pope Pius µ in 19 .:S7. • , 

The archbishop I S residence, Which adj Oins J Was. designed and 
built in J.8JO by Wi J Ji am L. Sm.all. 
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This broad and gra­
cious avenue is Broad­
way as it looked in the 
1850's; then as now the 
main thoroughfare of 
Fell's Point. · 

Looking north on Lib­
erty from Baltimore, 
St. Paul's rectory and 
the Catholic Cathe­
dral in the background. 
Stepping stones were 
needed when a down­
pour flooded the street. 

When it snowed the 
hill on East Lexington 
Street afforded fine 
coasting. The old court 
house is at the left. The 
date is 1856. 
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Archbirhop Carroll 

The Seed that Fell 

into Good Ground 

The Roman Catholic· Cathedral as Benjamin Latrobe designed it, 
compleUd in 1821. The present onion towers were added later 

BALTIMORE holds a unique place in the religious 
history of the nation, appropriate to the chief city 
of Maryland, where religious freedom in America had 
its beginning. 

Following the Revolution, the Pope appointed 
Father John Carroll, a Marylander, Vicar General 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States. 
In 1789 Father Carroll became the first Roman 
Catholic Bishop in this country. In 1808 the Baltimore 
Cathedral, which he had planned, was elevated to 
the rank of a metropolitan church and Dr. Carroll 
was invested with the dignity of Archbishop. Thus 
Baltimore became the birthplace of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in this country. 

Baltimore may claim also the country's first 
Methodist Bishop. December 27, 1784, Francis 
Asbury was ordained in Lovely Lane Meeting 
House. At the same conference the Methodist Church 
in the United States was born. 

Otterbein Church, on Conway Street near Sharp, 
erected in 1784 and the oldest church edifice still 
standing in the city, was named for Bishop Philip 
William Otterbein, on whose teaching the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ was based. 

ln 1842, Baltimore saw the organization of Har 
Sinai Congregation, first Jewish congregation founded 
on Reform principles in the United States. This 
group held its first regular services in 1843 in a 
second-floor front room in the home of Moses Hutzler, 
Exeter Street and Eastern Avenue (right). 

Otterbein Church 
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Minor Basilica of the Assumption 
401- 409 Cathedral Street B- 1 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Bal timore (Ci ty), Maryland 
Photo : J anet Davis 
Date : August 1984 
Neg. l oc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
General view from southwest 
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