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Statement of Significance 

The Ellicott Machine Corporation, lecated at 1611 Bush 

Street in South Baltimore is the world's largest manufacturer 

of dredges. Founded in 1885 as a small repair ~hop, the com-

pany now owns two subsidiaries and produces a wide variety of 

industrial machinery including rail car couplings and nuclear 

plant control panels-- in addition to holding a superior inter-

national reputation for dredge manufacturing and technological 

innovations. Among the company's better known projects is the 

manufacture of dredges used in constructiog both the Panama 

Canal and St. Lawrence Seaway. The firm also developed and 

patented the world's first small portable "Dragon" dredge. 
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.2SNDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 
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II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
- FAIR 

CONDITION 
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_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

bLTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

B 100 0 

_MOVED OAT.._ __ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

El l icott Machine Corporation's f actory dates from 1900 
and reveals the peculiar requirements of a company that is 
nalf machine shop and half shipyard . Much of the fabrication 
of dredges, Ellicott's specialty, takes place in the machine 
shops but erection is done outdoors, often at the customer's 
site. 

The old machine shop, the oldest structure in the complex 
with the exception of the brick smoke stack, is a one-story 
structure with a monitor running the length of the ridgepole 
to remove smoke. A timber and iron truss supports the roof 
and is itself supported on beams. A timber knee joins each 
post to the truss for additional bracing . A concrete block 
facade has recently been added which makes the structure ap­
pear more modern than it is . 

./ 

A later addition to the machine shop more than doubled 
its length. This structure is a higher one-story building 
with two stories of windows. A metal riveted truss provi ded 
a clear working area here as well . Adjacent to this structur e 
is a modern building which ser ves as a hull and superstructure 
sub-assembly shop. It was here that boiler work and riveting 
was f ormerly performed and now plate work is laid out and 
wel ded together. Most of the final assembly of dredges is 
in the open-air yard adjoining these buildings. Also i n the 
yard is a uhique structure 'used to train customers' personnel 
in the operation of dredges. This consist? of a wheelhouse 
and part of the deckhouse of a stationary dredge, all of 
we l ded metal construction. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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L 1900· _COMMUNICATIONS i..1NOUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _QT HER \SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES 1885, 1900 BUI LOER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ellicott Machine Corporation, located at 1611 Bush Street 
in South Baltimore is the worl d's largest manufacturer of dredges. 
Founded in 1885 as a small repair shop , the company now owns two 
subsidiaries and produces a wide variety of industrial machinery 
including rail car coupl ings and nuclear plant control panels--
in addition to holding a superior international reputation for 
dredge manufacturing and technol ogical innovations. Among the 
company's better known projects is the manufacture of dredges used 
in constructing both the Panama Canal and St. Lawrence Seaway. 
The f irm also developed and patented the world's first small porta­
ble "Dragon" dredge. 

Historical Significance 

In 1885 , Charles E . Ellicott, a recent graduate of the Univer­
sity of Pennsylvania, began a small general engineering and machin­
ery business at the foot of Gay Street on Smith ' s Wharf (now the site 
of the World Trade Center) . After successfully building a pump and 
gears for a dredge operating on the Potomac River, Ellicott began to 
specialize in dredge manufacturi ng. His family, known for its impor­
tant role in Maryland history, also played an instrumental role in 
the development of the dredge . Over a century earlier , Ellicott's 
ancestors dredged a part of Baltimore's inner harbor using a crude 
system of horsedrawn iron scoops to facilitate the transport of 
flour, ground at their mills near Ellicott City . Their "mud machine" 
was one of the first dredges used in Baltimore. 

Ellicott ' s dredge business expanded slowly throughout the 
late 1800 1 s; but it was not until the turn of the century that 
dredging machinery became widely used. In 1895 the company moved 
to Clinton Street to accommodate its growing business . Following 
a fire in 1900 , the company again moved to i ts present location on 
Bush Street. Several additions have been made to the origina l buil­
ding and in 1963 a new office building was erected. 

One of the company ' s first jobs was a contract with the United 
States Army Corp of Engineers to deepen the harbor in San Pedro, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Vertical & Query Files at Enoch Pratt Central Library , 

Baltimore, MD . 
Looking Back Eight~ Years, by C. Ellis Ellicott, Jr. (private co . 
Greene, Suzanne:alt1more--An Illustrated History history~ 

(Baltimore, Windsor Books) 1980 
CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COU NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Linda Daur 
ORGA.NIZA TIO.N 

Baltimore Industr ial Museum 
STREET & NUMBER 

217 North Charles Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

~ ' ! I • : r 
Baltimore 

DATE 

September 1980 
!ELEPl:IONE 

301-396-1931 
STAU 

Maryland 21201 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 
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California. Although the work lasted over six months, the dredges 
they built operated for SO years. Following this success, Ellicott 
was commissioned to design and build the dredges used to construct 
the St . Lawrence Seaway and Panama Canal. 

Throughout the 20th century, the company diversified its oper­
ation to include naval steam engines and small portable " Dragon" 
dredges--internationally used by industrial plants, real estate 
developers and gravel companies. In 1957 the Ellicott Machine Cor ­
poration bought McConway and Tarley Corporation , a Pittsburgh com-
pany which is a major supplier of steel railroad couplings . In 1960, 
the company bought the Kutztown Corporation, a subsidiary of McConway/ 
Torley Corporation which also manufactures railroad equipment . Al­
though the Ellicott Corporation has owned several subsidiaries through­
out its history, it presently controls only these two Pennsylvania 
firms . 

In 1922 Ellicott began exporting dredges for use overseas. 
By 1950, international sales comprised over 50% of Ellicott's produc­
tion and in 1979 over 80% of the company ' s dredges were shipped abroad . 
Ellicott's dredges are now located in over 60 foreign countries includ­
ing Indonesia, China, Japan, Egypt, Brazil and Mexico . 

The Ellicott Machine Corporation presently employs approximately 
200 people at its Bush Street location and grosses a combined sales­
-with its two subsidiaries--of over $45 million annually . 
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