
Horstmeier Lumber Company 
#B-1005 

Statement of Significance 

Since the 18th century, sawmi l ls, woodworking plants, 

lumberyards and shipyards were common in Baltimore city--partic-

ularly along the waterfront east of the Back Basin. 

The Horstmeier Company and one of its components, the 

Henry James Company, were among the oldest and largest wood pro-

ducts establishments in the United States during the late 1800 ' s . 

Horstmeier was instrumental in introducing southern pine to the 

nationwide market. This soft, cheap, durable wood revolutioni zed 

the domestic housing industry and made Baltimore a center of the 

American lumber t r ade. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Horstmeier Lumber Company has two locations in south
east Ba l timore. The original location, dates from the l ate nine
teenth century, and occup i es a site in the 300 block of East Falls 
Avenue. The second location, the former Henry James Lumber Com
pany, occup i es the 900 block of Al i ceanna Street. Both sites are 
on the waterfront and are served by the railroad as well . These 
factors were important elements in the development of the lumber 
industry in Balti more . 

The company's original buildings are the two adjacent struc
tures whi ch occupy the southernmost part of the complex. The one 
whi ch fronts on President Street is probably the ol der of the two. 
It is a high one-story warehou~e type of bu i ldi ng extending about 
one third of a block west . Its Pres i dent Street facade is wood 
covered by corrugated metal and has two garage doors for loading . 
This buildi ng is now used for storage of lumber, probably its 
ori ginal function . Its interior is a large high space, open to 
the sl i ghtly arched roof which is supported at each bay by heavy 
timber, trestle-like framing. 

Adjacent to this buil ding on the west is the other of the 
two original buildings. It is of simi lar vintage although the 
facade facing East Falls Avenue has been rebuilt i n bri ck, prob
ably in the last twenty-five years . It i s also a one-story struc
ture whose roof is slightly l ower than the east bui l ding . This 
area is occupied by the company's planing and molding mill and 
still has its original line shafting and pulleys. Its simpl e 
post and beam construction provides ample floor space between 
the two rows of heavy timber posts . The timber beams (appx. 
10 x 12) also serve as supports for the line shaft hangers (no 
longer used). The northwest corner of this building is divided 
into two floors by a frame partit i on wall, the lower one con
taining the ori ginal steam engine and i ts flywheel/bandwheel. 
The flywhee l is appx. 10 feet in di ameter and is a ccommodat ed 
in a wheel pit. The engine was built around 1900 by the Frick 
Manufacturing Company and is a Corliss rotary val ve t ype, single 
eccentric, horizontal type with an 18 inch bore and 38 inch 
stroke . Just east of the engine is a single Babcock and Wilcox 
horizontal return tube boiler which pr ovided it with steam . 

North of the or i gi nal buildings are two attached structures 
which former l y housed a cotton waste reprocessing factory . The 
easternmost building--a one-story warehouse with a timber trussed 
roof--now houses the offices of Horstmeier, as wel l as l umber 
storage space . The truss is a cl ear span and provides unimpeded 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Since the 18th century, sawmills, woodworking plants, lum
beryards and shipyards were common in Baltimore city- -particularly 
along the waterfront east of the Back Basin. 

The Horstmei e r Company and one of its components, the 
Henry James Company , were among the oldest and largest wood pro
ducts establishments i n the United States during the late 1800 ' s . 
Horstmeier was instrumental in introducing southern pine to the 
nationwide market. This soft, cheap, durable wood revolutionized 
the domestic housing industry and made Baltimore a center of the 
American lumber trade . 

Historical Significance 

The Horstmeier Lumber Company , stil l operating on East 
Falls Avenue and President Street in Fel l s Point, represents only 
one of the numerous lumber firms which :>perated i.n Baltimore. 
Sawmills, woodworking plants, l umberyards and shipyards were common 
i n the city, particularly a l ong the waterfront east of the Back 
Basin, throughout the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries. The 
Horstrneier Company, and one of i t s components, the Henry James Com
pany, were among the largest wood products establ i shments in the 
United States during the late 1800's . Firms like Horstmeier and 
James int roduced southern pine t o a nationwide market. This soft, 
cheap, durable wood revolutionized the domestic housing industry 
and made Bal timore a center of the American lumber trade . 

In 1875 , E. W. Horstmeier started a small business along the 
fallsway in Fells Point . Although little is known about the corn-

Cont ' d - 
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Horstmeier Lumber Co., 
7. Description 
Page 2 

floor space, former ly for cotton waste. The attached structure , 
front i ng on East Falls Avenue and Stiles Street, is an early 
twentieth century brick building which formerly housed the of-
f ices and receiving area for cotton waste. The building contains 
a central two story space open to the timber trussed roof, with 
enclosed offices against the south wall . The building is now 
used only as storage . 



Horstmeier Lumber Co., 
a.Hist. Sign. 

p. 2 

pany's beginnings, by 1896 E . W. Horstmeier operated a lumberyard and 
steam-powered planing mill on the site., This property, still operated 
as a woodworking plant, retains its original steam engine and planing 
machinery . 

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries Horstmeier , 
like other Baltimore lumber companies , prospered as wartime demands 
and increasing urbanization insured a steady market for lumber . The 
Horstmeier Company was incorporated in 1902 under John Galvin whose 
descendants stil l work for the firm . In addition to its mill on East 
Falls Avenue Horstmeier also began renting storage properties during 
the 1950 ' s and 1960's . Presently, it is one of the largest wholesale 
lumber and millworktng firms in the city. 

Continuity is the most significant aspect of the Horstmeier site 
and company history . Since at least 1843, and probably well before 
that, a wood products firm has continually operated at the waterfront 
location. In addition, the Horstmeier firm was a father-son operation 
and is stil l controlled by family members of the company's first em 
ployees . Finally, many of the present employees at Horstmeier are 
descendants of f ormer Horstmeier employees . 
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The E.W. Horstmeier & Sons Lumber Company (The Horstmeier Lumber Company) 
301 East Falls Avenue 
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B-1005 
The Horstmeier Lumber Company (The E.W. Horstmeier & Sons Lumber Company) 
301 East Falls Avenue 
Block 0890 Lot 011 
Baltimore City 
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