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17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
Q Exce llent 

~Altered 

0 Good 1\:i Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
OESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL A PPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexpo>ed 

(Check One) 

[] Moved (XJ>::Originol Site 

The Westminster Presbyterian Church, located at the southeast corner 
of Fayette and Greene Streets, was designed in the perpendicular English 
style of early Gothic Revival by Thomas and James Dixon and Thomas 
Balbirnie. The church is constructed of brick, with brownstone trim 
and veJ:.y little ornamentation . The recessed stone entryway has two 
l ancet panel'led doors with transoms, set in a pointed arch surroun<letl 
with stone. · There are three bays with pointed arch windows surrounded by 
projecting S'tone and by lancet mullions. There is a cornice of simple 
projecting stone mou lding several feet below sloping ais le roofs of shi ngl< 
A one hundred forty-t wo foot high tower with battlemented top is located 
above the central bay of the facade. This bay projects slightly, and t he 
projecting pi l asters rise the entire height of the tower, broken at four 
intervals by gabled buttresses and string courses . 

The church building is ninety feet long and sixty-three and ·a hnlf 
feet wide; originally planned to be narrower, the design had to be wiJcned 
to avoid interference with the graves . The windows are glazed with 
obscured glass, having fine l y stained heads. A balcony is located along 
the inside wall above the entrance, and an organ dominat es the oppo~jtc 
wall . 

The church is built directly over part of the graveyard ; some of the 
burial vaults and tombs are preserved intact in the church basement. Out­
side the church , the graveyard is surrounded by a brick wall (built about 
1815). The Greek classic iron-work gate was designed by t he French archi­
tect Maximilien Godefroy, who also designed the Battle Monument and the 
St. Mary ' s Seminary Chapel; the t1vo nco-Egyptian sands t one posts arc toppC'< 
by a gorge and roll cornice . The Egyptian motif is continued in sevcr;.il o· 
the large vaul ts, l ending variety to the headstones and table gravestone~ . 
The vault of James Calhoun i s constructed of huge granite blocks; it i ~ 
built in lhe shape of a perfect pyramid, in imitation of the t omb of C;~iu!' 
Cestiys near the Porto St. Paola, where it forms a part of the wall of 
Rome. Another large Egyptian-style crypt is that of merchant John 
O'Donnell . The sealed entrance, with a triangular pediment in the center , 
is flanked by caryatids which are topped with a gorge and roll cornice :rnd 
an ornamenta l motif. 

1 J.E.P. Boulden, M. D., The Presbyterians of Baltimore; Their 
Churches an& Historic Graveyards, Baltimore; Wm. K. Boyl e and Son, 1875, 
p . 67. 
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T ron~ portotion 

e - 10 1 

0 20th Century 

0 Urbon P1onn i n9 

0 Other (Sped ly) 

•. 

The Westminster Presbyterian Church was built in 1852 directly over 
the old Western Burying Grounds of the Fi rst Presbyterian Church, after 3 

city ordinance was passed prohibiting cemeteries· which wer e not adj a cent 
to a church building or chapel . The construction of a new church was 
first planned in 1850, and was organized by members of the Firs t Pr eshy­
t erian Church and the Franklin Street Presbyterian Church , under the 
guidance of Reverend J. C. Backus, pastor of t he First Presbyterian 
Church. The firs t worship service in the West mins t er Presbyt erian Church 
was he ld on July 4, 1852 ; the first pastor was Reverend William T. llogC' . 
On July 16, 1852 the church was formally organized by the Presbytery of 
Baltimore, and the elders were install ed on July 28 . 

The church itself is of secondary historic importance sjnce i t exis t s 
mainly to preserve the graveyard. A history of Baltimore Presbyterians 
published in 1875 states , "There is no doubt but what Westminster Church 
has been the means of saving the honored and historic graves 1vh ich lie 
under and around it from desecration, and of r etaining that hall owed spot 
for the sacred purposes for which i t had been consecrated . 11 1 The gpvc­
yard dates back to the 18th century ; it is the remaining area of the l ot 
purcha~ed by the coo1greation of the First Presbyterian Church (through 
a corrunittee consisting of Wi lliam Smith, John Bo~d, and Will iam Pa tt er son) 
from Colonel John Eager Howard in J anuary, 1787. A great number of 
famous Marylanders are interred here, i ncluding many Revolutionary patrj ot~ 
and veterans of the War of 1812. The most widely known person buried jn 
the cemetery is the internationally famous literary figure, Edgar Allan 
Poe (1809-1849). Poe's grave is a major tourist attraction in front of 
the church, with a monument financed by Ba,ltimore schoolchildren. lli s 
grandfather, David Poe (1743-1816), is als·o buried her:e in the family pl11t; 
he served as Washington's Ass istant Quartermaster Genera l in the Conti­
nental Army . 

Some of the other noteworthy persons, c ivilian and mil i tary, buriC'd 
in the Westminster Cemetery may be lis ted: 

(see continuation sheet) 

1 J.E.P. Boulden,M.D . , The Presbyterians of Baltimore; Their Chure l1 c~; 
and Historic Graveyards, Baltimore: Wm . K. Boyle and Son, 1875, p.56. 

2 J . Thomas Scarff, His tory of Baltimore City and County, Maryland, 
Baltimore; 1881, p.549. 
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,9. MAJOR Bl8LIOGRAPHICAL REFE RENCES 

Arnett , Earl. 
April 7, 

"A Quiet Island of History . " The Sun, Baltimore: 
1969. p. Bl. 

Boulden , J.E . P.,M.D. The Presbyterians of Ba l timore; Their Churches and 
Historic Graveyards . Baltimore : Wm. K. Boyle & Son, 1875 . pp.54-70. 

Curtis, Bernard . "Crash Damages Historic Gates . " The Evening Sun, 
Bal timore: September 19, 1967. 

(see continuation sheet #2) 
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LAT I TUDE AN q l
0

0 NG ITUOE COORDINATES L~TITl,IDE AN):" L.0NC I T'JDE COORDI NATE $ 

:::JEFIN ING A RECT ANG L E LOC ATING THE PRO<>t;R TY 0 DEFINING TH ~ \.:tr<TeR POIN I OF A ?«OPE RTY 

CORNE R LAT I TUD E LON GI TU OE 

Degrees Minute s Seconds D egrees M inutes Sec onds 

NW 0 . . 0 . 
NE 0 . . 0 " 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
SW p . . 0 . . -

A PPROX IMATE ACR E A GE OF NOMI NATED PROPE RTY : 

R>-- OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 
~~---'--==--=====-~-=r:.::==:=c====~--=-~-~--~---

L AllTUD E LONG I Tunc: 

Oegree 5 M inutes Seconds Degree-s M invles Scronds 

39 ° 17 . 23 76 ° 37 2s . s" 

!L IST A LL STA TES ANO COUNTIES FOR P RO PERTIES OVERLAPPING ST A TE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STA TE: CODE COUN TY CODE 

S T ATE: CODE COUNTY: COD E 

STA T E: COD E COU NTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

TrnM<' u..,,..,~v !'ITin r~t"h~rinP Rlack 
ORG .. °NIZATION 

S T RE Ef ANO NUM B El'f: 

CITY OR TOWN : 

Ann;:in() 1 i c: 

As the desig nated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

ti onal H istoric Preserva t ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I h ereby nominate this properly for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been , 
"':'aluat e d accordi.ru!; t<f the c-iteria a nd procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of signtficance o f this nomination is: 

Nat ional 0 State O Local O 

··- J •,· _ 

I
D ATE 

August 29, 1973 

STATE CO D E 

M~rvland 24 
NA T!ONALREG!STER 'VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Na tional Register. 

Direc tor. Office of Archeology t1nd Historic PresCnlltfi on 

ATTEST: 

K eeper of The National Re~ister 

Date 
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Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

8 - 10 I 
STATE 

Marv land 
COUNTY 

Baltimore Citv 
HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTOR IC P LACE S 

INVEUTORY - HOMIHA TIOH FORM 
FOR NPS USE ON;;.L Y ___ ---1 

ENTRY NUMBEA l DAT E 
(Continuation Sheet) 2 

(Number alt. entrlee ) 

Westmins ter Presbyterian Church and Cemetery 

Number 9. Major Bibliographical References Continued . 

Scarff, J . Thomas. History of Baltimore City and County, Maryland. 
s~itimore, 1881. p. 549. 

"Something i;ise . .. We Can So Proudly Hail." Baltimore District Postal 
Employees Newsletter . Baltimore: September, 1972. p . 3 . 

l 

11Westminster Presbyterian Church." The Sun. Baltimore: July 1, 1852. p.l. 

"Westminster Presbyterian Church." The Sun. Baltimore : July 4, 1852. p.1. 

,, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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STATE 

NATI ONAL REGI ST ER OF HI STOR IC PLACES COUNTY 

IMVEHTORY · NOMINATIOH FORM 
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Maryland 

Baltimore City 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

~----< 

ENTRY NU ... B£ R I c .. T£ 
(Continuation Sheet) 

I 
(Number ell entrlee) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church and Cemeter y 

Number 8 . Significance continued. 

Re-v'erend Patrick Allison (1740-1802), the founder and first minister 
of the First 'Presbyterian Church, was also an ardent patriot and delivered 
the address at \\°ashingtOJ1 I S fun eral. 

Commodd;.e Joshua Barney (1759-1818) was a hero of the Revolution and 
the War of 1812; he was the first man to unfurl the American flag in 1775, 
and the bearer of the news of peace with Britain in 1783. 

Colonel Paul Bentalou (1735-1826) fought wi th Count Pulaski at the 
Siege of Savannah in 1799. 

Dr. John Boyd (1746-1799) was a Revolutionary patriot as well as an 
outstanding doctor and a char.ter member. of the Baltimore Medical Society. 

James Calhoun (1743-1816) was elected the first mayor of Baltimore in 
1796. 

Henry Didier (1747-1822.), a Revolutionary vet eran , was a leading 
merchant and railroad pioneer. 

Colonel James McHenry (1753-1816) served in the Continental Army as a 
surgeon. He was a member of the first Constitutional Convention and a 
signer of the Cqnstitution. He served as Secretary of War under Washington 
and Adams . Baltimore ' s Fort McHenry was constructed and named in his honor . 

Isaac ~cKi~ (1775-1838) served in the War of 1812 as Ai d de Camp to 
General Samuel Smith. He was elected twice to Congress , and was the fountkr 
of McKim 's School . 

John O' Donnell (1780-1805) was the merchant who began Baltimore' s trade 
with China. 

Rober.~ Purviance ( 1734-1806) supplied salt to Washington 1 s army at 
Valley Forge. 

John Stuart Skinner (1788-1851) was the Baltimore City Postmaster und 
the Third Assistant Postmaster General of the United States. During the 
Was of 1812 he. was in charge of negotiations for exchange of prisoners in 
the Chesapeake Bay area, and accompanied Francis Scott Key whil e Key \\rote 
the "Star-Spang led Banner ." 

Robert Smith (1757-1842) was Secretary of the Navy and Attor ney 
General i n J efferson 's cabinet, and Secretary Df State under Madison. 

General Samuel Smi~h (1750-1839) was a Revolutionary veteran and was 
in charge of Baltimore ' s defense during the War of 1812. 

David St'6dder built the U.S .S. Constellation, launched in 1797. 
·Brigadier General John Stricker (1759-1825) led the Third Brigade, 

Maryland mil itia, in the Battle of North Point, 1814. 
The Westminster Church and Cemetery are now situated in the midst or 

commercial area and are surrounded by the growing University of Maryland 
complex, but the church and its churchyard remain a quiet enclave of his tory . 

GPO 92 1 -77• 
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COMMON 
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• 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF Hl~roRALACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH F!IM 

(Type all entries - attach to or en close with photograph) 6 - 10 l 
AN O/ OR H I STORI C NUMERIC COOE (Aa1tl11ned b)' NPSI 

Westmins t er Presbyt erian Chur h Westminster Presbyteria Church and 

2. LOCATION 

Maryland 
STRliET AN O NUM BER 

lcouNnBaltimore City 
STATE 

509 West Fayette Street (corner of Green Street) 
3. PHOTO REFER~CE 
PHOTO C R EDI T O ATE 

Joyce Maclay July 1973 
4. IDENTIFI CAT ION 
DESC RI BE VIEW, DIRECTION . ETC. 

Poe gravestone - Westminst er Cemetery from west . 
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PROPERTY PHOTO<(RAPH FORM 6~ 101 

(Type all entries - attach to or en close with photograph) 
~--==':""'=-====-=~========~~~~====~~~~~~~~==~==~~======~~==="'==~~~~-..--=--=--~ 
1. NAME 
COMMON AN O/ O R H I STO RIC NUMERIC CODE (Astill!.nl'ld b}: NPS) 

West minster Presbyterina Chur<h Westmins ter Presbyterian Church and 
and Cemeterv Western Burving Grounds ~=:.......::=:=;.o::~'------------'----'C:.::..::-::.:::.::..:.::.-=.=.L::.=2._=-=-==::..=.___L ____________ ______ __ ... __ _ _ 

2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY 

Mar land Baltimore Cit 
STREET ANO NUMBER 

509 West Fayette Street (corner of Greene Street) 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT 

~ M<>c-l~v 

4. IDENTI FICATI~ 

DESCR IB E VIEW. D IRECTION. ETC. 

From t he northwest 
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"J .• 

...... .. 
• J • 

DAT E 

( 
I 

1973 

_ _. 
..... 

. / 
/ 

, . 

TOWN 

Baltimore 

N EGATIVE F ILED A T 

Maryland HistoTica.l Trus t 
2525 Riva Ro<ld 
Annapolis , Maryl~rnd .!.l40r-
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
(Type all entries ~ attach to or en close with photo,raph) 

1. HA.ME 
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aulgn~d by NPS) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church Westminster Presbyteri<m Church and 
and Cemetery Western Burying Ground~ 
2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Baltimore City 
STREET ANO NUMBER 

-509 West Fayette Street (corner of Green Street) 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHQTO CREDIT 

Joyce Maclay 
4. IDENTIFI CATION 
OESCRl 6£ VI EW, DIRECTION, ETC. 

Pyramid Tomb 

DATE 

July 1973 

from north 

·• • I' 

.,, . . " 
.:~ 

, ... :· / 

;> .. r 
'· 

TOWN 

Baltimore 

N EGA TIVE FILED AT 

Maryland llis toric:1 l Trust 
2525 Riva Road 
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or en close with phot°'ra ph) 

8- 101 

COMMO N ANO/OR H I STOR I C NUM ERIC COO E (A Hl#lned by N P S) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
and Cemetery 

Westminster Presbyterian Church and 
Western Buryin2 Grounds 

2. LOCATION 
STATE 

I
COUNTV 

~M~a~ry"'-=l~an=.:::d~~~~~~~~~~_._~=B~a=l-=timore City 
STl'EE T ANO NU'-'llER 

509 West Fayette Str~et (corner of Green Street ) 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

OATE 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
0ES-CA1ll£ VIEW. OIREC TION, ETC. 

0' Donnel l Tomb in Westminster Cemetery 
from the south 

. ".. .• ... 
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Baltimore 
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Maryland Historical Tru~ t 
2525 Riva Road 
Annapolis, Maryland 21,lOl 

Gl'O ~32-009 

t 

I 

' 



. . -·· 

6-101 

1 • 



l 

'" 

FORM IO·llOt A 
141'/U) 

t. NAME 

• 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE. 
NATIOHAL PARK SERVICE 

TfONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P ES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type aII entries - attach to or en close with photoeraph) 8 -101 
COMMON ANO/OR HISTORIC NUMERI C COOE (A .. tgned by N P S) 

Westminster P.r esbyterian Church 
and Cemeterv 

2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY 

Westminster Presbyterian Church and 
Western Burvin~ Grounds 

TOWN 

Mar land Bal tirnore Cit Bal tirnorc 
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509 West Fayette Street (corner of Green Street) 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
ti>Mq T O CREDIT DATE NEGATI VE F ILED AT 

Maryland HistorjcaJ Trust 
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OE.SCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION . ETC. 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORI ACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) b- 10! 
COMMON ANO/OR HISTORIC NUMER I C COOE (AHlflned by NPS) 

Westminster Presbyterian Church Westminster Presbyterian Church and 
and Cemetery Western Burying Grounds 

2. LOCATION 
.STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Baltimore City 
ITAEET ANO NUMBER 

509 West Fayette Street (corner of Greene Street) 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
.SOUl'llCI[ :- DATE 

U.S.G.S. 7 . 5 
Baltimore 1953 
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Fo,m \0 -300 <> 
(J uli \ 769) 

UNI TED STAT · PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONA L P.\~K SERVI CE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HI STORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY· NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8 - 01 
S T A T C 

vl .::i.nd 
C OUN(Y 

Bal t i more Citv 
FOR N PS USE ONLY 

E NTRY N U M BER 

v!e strdnster Presbyterian Chur c!-1 a nd Cemete r y 

8 . SIGNI FICANCE , continued 

Wes t minste r Presbyterian Church is not con n ect ed with t he 
Fi rst P~esbyteri an Chur ch . The former building ·was e rected 
subsequent to an ordinance requiring ecclesiastical s tructure s 
in cemeteries . Each congregation is independent. o f the other. 

The inportance of t he Westminster Cemetery i s de rived , in 
additi0n ~o the historical a ssociations , from the unusually fine 
exa~ples of the stone cutter's a rt displayed in the monuments . 
Their significance r est s as fine examples of sculpture in a 
n ore vernacular than fine art sense . The outstanding monu.~ents 
present an interpretation of the Egyptian Revival and Greek 
Revival architectural tastes in stone . The gates on the west 
wall interpret Egyptian motifs in stone and iron . 'The pyramid 
tomb and the Davis tomb in the northeast corner of the cemetery 
use b10 f urther examples . Scattered throughout the cemetery 
are mausolea i n var ying sizes executed in a secure style with 
ornamentation from ancient Greek sources most nota bly a f requent 
use o f acroteria . The simple g eometric shapes of t he Egyptian 
and Greek style tombs give the cemetery a sense of the prese nce 

f d eath similar to the Congressional Cemetery in Washing ton , 
J . C . 
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