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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1897 

The fine five-story structure which stands at 1515 Guilford 

was constructed in 1897 to house the Tapidl y expanding Crown Cork 

and Seal Company , one of Baltimore's best known and most interesting 

companies. Invented by William Painter in 1892, the "crown cork"--

a crimped metal bottle cap with a cork liner-- was destined to 

revolutionize the soft drink, beer , and bottling industries and is 

still the most popular form of bottle closure for carbonated bev-

erages around the world . Architecturally, the building in its three 

sections shows an interesting and eclectic array of 19th ~entury 

building styles, and serv~as an illustration of how national trends 

in architecture show up in industrial structures . 
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The Crown Cork and Seal Company buildings offer an interesting 
illustration of how national trends in architecture show up in in
dustrial structures. The central building on Guilford Avenue con
tains the massing and stylistic elements characteristic of H. H. 
Richardson while the structure to the south recalls the Monadock 
Building of Louis Sullivan . The powerhouse on the northern corner 
of the block also has Richardsonian elements. Together they are 
an important example of the eclectic approach which dominated late 
19th century architecture. 

The center building is a low two-story structure which probably 
served as a machine shop . Its central feature is the pedimented 
portico which frames a large garage door . The pediment contains three 
romanesque windows with semi-circul ar lintels . Its top one-third is 
faced with random-coursed stone and carries a date stone dated 1898 . 
The portico is set off from the rest of the facade by rounded pilasters 
which terminate in finials above the roofline . It is three bays wide 
flanked by wings of six bays each. At the first floor level the large 
garage door is flanked by three small , inoccuous personnel doors. A 
belt course of stone incorporates the lintels above the first floo 1 
windows . The second f l oor windows , each crowned by a semi-circula1 
arch, are divided into five groups of three. 

The structure on the northeast corner of Guilford and Federal 
Streets is a stell frame structure of six stories with a brick curtain 
wall . The southern and western facades recall the early buildings of 
Sullivan and Furness . On the south,five bays are described by soaring 
colonades which terminate at the fifth floor in semi-circular arches . 
The bays are filled with glass in the form of double-hung sash windows . 
Smaller arched windows on the sixth floor form a band at the top of 
the building. 

The powerhouse at the northern corner of this complex provided 
electric power for the machinery . Most plants at the time were still 
independent of the public utilities. The pyramidal hip roof and the 
hip-roofed monitor also are vaguely Richardsonian adding an elegant 
look to this purely functional building . A large chimney stack be
hind the building indicated that the power produced here was quite 
large. The letters "C C. & S Co" are present in dark brick on its 
side. 
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The fine three-part, five-story structure which stands at 1515 
Guilford was constructed in 1897 to house the rapidly expanding Crown 
Cork and Seal Company, one of Baltimore's best known and most interes
ting companies . Invented by William Painter in 1892, the "crown cork"-
a crimped metal bottle cap with a cork liner -- was destined to revolu
tionize the soft drink, beer and bottling industries and is still the 
most popular f orm of bottle closure for carbonated beverages around the 
world . Architecturally , the building in its three sections shows an 
interesting and eclectic array of 19th century building styles. 
Historical Significance : 

The fine five story structure which stands at 1515 Guilford 
,. venue was constructed in 1897 to house the rapidly expanding Crown 
Cork and Seal Company , one of Balt i more ' s best known and most interest i ng 
companies. The Crown Cork and Seal Company was started in 1892 by 
William Painter , an inventor and machine shop foreman , who had recently 
(February 2, 1897) received a patent on a new bottle stopper with a 
crimped metal edge and a cork liner . The "crown cork", as he called it, 
was destined to revolutioniz e the bottling and capping industries. 60 
years later this new bott l e cap, its basic principle unchanged, is still 
in universal demand, and the company is the largest manufacture of its 
kind in the world . 

Wi l liam Painter, an amateur inventor with a knack fo r 
mechanical gadgets had long been interested in finding a bette r way 
of sealing a bottle . Beverages had long been sold in bottles, and 
the most usual method of sealing was the cork (as used in wire bottles. 
When, after the Ci vil War , beer and soft drinks - "sasparilla," "pop," 
or "soda water" ) began to be sold in bottles at bars and local drug 
stores, it was soon apparent that the high carbonation (and chemical 
content) of these beverages made the cork method of seal ing im
practical because it leaked out or popped the cork out . The search 
was on for a new method of sealing. In the late 19th century, over 
100 patents were issued for different bottle 11caps." William Painter 
himself had received patents on several devices since 1885, including 

..J;.he "loop real," a rubber plug wi th a wire l oop (s imilar to a champaign 
1k) which attained some popularity with bottlers. Next he experimented 

cont ' d .. . . . ... .... ... . 
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0-t l> { O-

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Ivery and vertical Fil es , Eno ch Prat t Free Lib r a r y 
Brochures issued by Crown , Cork and Seal 
John J . Ri l ey , "A Hi story of t he American Savings and Loan Ban k 

I ndus t ry : Bottl ed Car bonated Bever ages , i n Washingt on , D. C. : 
Bottlers of Car bonated Beverages , 1958 

CONTI NUE ON SE~~TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOM INATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES A ND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPI NG STATE OR COU NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM E / TITLE 

Ann E. Stee l e Septemb er , 1980 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Baltimore Industrial Museum 301 -.3 9 6 -1.9.3-1. 
STREET & NUMBER 

217 North Charl es St r eet 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bal timore , 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Mar yland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO : Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapoli s , Maryland 21401 
(301 ) 26 7 - 1 4 38 

P S · 110 8 



Crown, Cork and Seal Company 
Hist . Sign. 
p. 2 

0 - 10 1 0 

exper imented with a metal cap which covered the bottl e top. 
Holes in the cap provided leverage for removed by a small 
hand instrument. The problem with this device was to have a 
cork disc thick enough to prevent leakage through the holes . 
Intent upon simplifying the stopper , Painter discovered t hat 
the cap could easily be removed from the bottle by forcing an 
opene r tool against the crimped flange or "skirt". Thi s made 
it possible to do away with the holes. Continuing his 
exper iments, the inventor found that a much thinner cork disc 
could be used and when it was compressed against the mouth of 
the bottle by means of the me tal flange , it formed the perfect seal. 

Upon organi zing the Crown, Cork and Seal Company in 
1892 , Painter than worked out the means of applying the c rown cork 
to a bottle. Although the new crown was a vastly i mproved bottle 
stopper, the company had to put forth a full-scale ad and s ales 
campaign to convince the bottling industry to adopt it , because 
this entai l ed an investment in new bottling equipment . In order 
to utilize the crown cork, bottles had to b e made with a new, 
uniform finish - something which required new bottl ing and 
bottle-making techniques as well as new op eners. At first 
sceptical that frail-looking little metal crown would hold carbo
nation , the trade was not long in accepting the n ew stopper, as it 
did an excellent job of sealing and made possible increased 
production . 

To make possible widespread us e of the stopper s possible, 
the company began producing a line of bottling and bottl e-capping 
machinery as well as seals . Crown, Cork and Seal l ed the way in 
developing faster bottling machines, the for erunner s of today ' s 
comp l ete ly automatic bottl i ng lines . 

In 1904 , t he Company op en ed its first branch plant in 
Highlandtown . Crown cork manufacturing facilitie s we r e transferred 
to Highlandtown, and the Guilford p l ant was used exc lusively f or 
the manufacture of bottling mach ines and equipment. In later 
years , other manufacturing plants were established in t h is country 
and abroad. In 1927, the Crown, Cork an d Seal Company merged 
with the New Process Cork Company, setting of a period of 
expansion of facilities and increased production. A large program 
was launched to increase Crown's cap business in the food and 
dairy f ields. New lines of automatic , high-speed bottling 
machinery were also designed for the beverage, brewing and dairy 
industries . Feeling the pinch of competition from the meta l can 
industry, which was taking beverage business away f rom glass bottle 
manufacturers, Crown, Cork and Seal ,Set up and. -r.an its own can-making 
p lant between O'Donnell and Boston s·treet in East Bal timore. 

In 1928 the Machinery Division moved from Guilfo r d Avenue to 
Hi ghlandtown when a l arge modern facility was completed there , in an 
effort to concentrate all of Crown ' s Baltimore facilities in one 
general area. The combined plants now cover 63 acres of ground and 
approximate l y 1,900 , 000 square feet of floor space. 

(continued) 
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The company continues to expand and diversify operations 
today. The Baltimore operations employ 5, 000 workers, although 
the headquarters for C.G.&S ' s worldwide organization of manufac
turing plants and branch warehouses is now located in Philadelphia . 

Today the Guilford Avenue buildings are used by a number of 
light manufacturing firms . 
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